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“Quiet Obedience” 

 

 

ME 

Shy 

 Difficulty becoming pastor-had to initiate 

conversation 

o Get over fear of being embarrassed 

o Get over fear of 5 other pastors in 

congregation 

 Afraid I will say the wrong thing 

 Not the best networker 

o Like to be to myself 

 

Some people are the exact opposite! 

 

Have you ever heard the phrase “The squeaky wheel 

gets the oil”?   

 You know that it means that the person with the 

loudest bark often gets the most attention.   

It is human nature to get the recognition for 

something that we do or for what we are.  

 One day the great Italian Renaissance artist 

Michelangelo happened to overhear a group of 

people admiring his Pieta, a statue of Christ on 

His mother's knees after His death on the cross.  
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o One man attributed the work to another 

sculptor, much to the chagrin of 

Michelangelo, who took particular pride in 

the Pieta. Returning to the sculpture after 

dark that evening, Michelangelo carved his 

name on it so that no similar mistake could 

occur in the future. 

 

Yet when we study the story of Jesus Christ’s birth 

we will find a silent individual who plays a very big 

part.   

 In fact, all of the characters that we will be 

introduced to in the story of Christ’s birth have 

some of their words recorded in Scripture.   

o Mary, the mother of Jesus has the 

Magnificent and other words recorded,  

o Elizabeth her aunt, who was mother of John 

the Baptist, has words recorded so does 

Zecharias, John the Baptist’s father.   

o Others such as the shepherds, and wisemen, 

Herod the Great, the angels, Anna and 

Simeon, all have their own words recorded 

in Scripture.   

 

There is one man who is very prominent throughout 

the entire story, who although he obviously can speak 

remains silent in the pages of Scripture.   
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 He is on the scene throughout the formative 

years of Jesus’ life, he is a key person in the 

entire story, yet he is silent and then without 

warning he disappears from the page of 

Scripture.   

 

This man, however, speaks volumes to us as 

Christians.   

 He speaks to us about obedience.   

o Obedience to God, to family, and even to 

Government.   

Although, we will never know his words, his actions 

scream at us and provide and example for all of us 

to follow.  

 Who is this man?  Joseph 

 

Joseph’s actions show us what obedience to God 

looks like! 

 

God 

Turn to Matthew 1 

 

Matthew begins with a genealogy Why?  

 Gospel of Matthew target: The Jewish people 

o Multiple Old Testament references (more 

than the other gospels! 
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 Jewish people placed a lot of emphasis on 

genealogy! 

o Prove what position you claimed to have  

o Matthew wrote this gospel to present to the 

Jewish people a Jewish man who claimed 

to be their Messiah.   

 So he lays the groundwork for proving 

Jesus’ Messiahship by providing the 

genealogy.   

 

It is in this genealogy that we first find Joseph in 

Matthew 1:16 “and Jacob the father of Joseph, the 

husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 

called Christ.”   

 Matthew’s point was that Joseph was of the 

house of David, a requirement according to the 

Scriptures of the Messiah.  

 

Two verses later Matthew gives us the background.   

 Mt 1:18 “The birth of Jesus Christ came about 

this way: After his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they 

came together that she was pregnant from the 

Holy Spirit.” 

 

Joseph and Mary were engaged.  
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What does Matthew mean when he says they were 

engaged? 

 Matthew’s explanation can best be understood in 

the light of Hebrew marriage customs.  

o Marriages were arranged for individuals by 

parents, and contracts were negotiated.  

 After this was accomplished, the 

individuals were considered married 

and were called husband and wife.  

o They did not, however, begin to live 

together. 

 Instead, the woman continued to live 

with her parents and the man with his 

for one year.  

 

WHY did they do it that way? 

 The waiting period was to demonstrate the 

faithfulness of the pledge of purity given 

concerning the bride.  

o If she was found to be with child in this 

period, she obviously was not pure, but had 

been involved in an unfaithful sexual 

relationship. Therefore the marriage could 

be annulled. 

 

So they were engaged, but Mary was found to be 

pregnant! 
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 Mary’s Aunt Elizabeth was old and had no 

children, yet God heard her cry and she became 

pregnant with John the Baptist.   

o Luke tells us in Luke 1:26 that in the sixth 

month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, Mary 

learns that she is pregnant.   

 Mary then goes to see Elizabeth and 

according to v. 56 she stayed about 

three months.   

 It is likely that she stayed until 

John the Baptist was born.   

 However, the point is that when she returned she 

was at least three months along if not more 

when you consider travel time.   

o Now if we go back to Matthews account and 

v. 18 we read that “She was found to be with 

child”   

 I believe that it is possible that this 

after she returns from seeing Elizabeth 

and Mary is beginning to show—her 

pregnancy is beginning to become 

obvious.   

 

Joseph is caught in a dilemma.  

 He could, by law, expose her pregnancy.   

o If he did this the result would be that Mary 

would be stoned to death. 
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According to Deuteronomy 22:23-24 “If a man 

happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be 

married and he sleeps with her, you shall take both of 

them to the gate of that town and stone them to 

death—the girl because she was in a town and did not 

scream for help, and the man because he violated 

another man’s wife. You must purge the evil from 

among you.”   

 However, because of his love for her, and after 

what must have been great agony, he decides to 

quietly annul the marriage.   

 

Mt 1:19 “So her husband, Joseph, being a righteous 

man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, 

decided to divorce her secretly.” 

 

WHY would Matthew call Joseph “a righteous man”? 

 Joseph had a lived a life obedient to God 

 Joseph did his best to follow the demands of the 

Law given my Moses 

Joseph was known “as a man who does what is right” 

 

Those are the type of people whom God uses! 

 God looks for those “who do what is right” –

even when no one is looking! 
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 God looks for those “who do what is right” by 

other people! 

o They are willing to sacrifice for the good of 

another! 

 Unlike Herod and his family, they are 

NOT looking out for their self-interests 

alone 

 

HOW is Joseph’s “righteousness” displayed? 

 Righteous: “not wanting to disgrace her 

publicly.” 

 Righteous: “decided to divorce her secretly” 

 

Clearly, Joseph cared about Mary—even though it 

appeared that Mary had cheated on him! 

 True: Joseph did not want to go ahead and marry 

Mary because… 

o It appeared she was NOT FAITHFUL to 

him 

o It appeared that he could not TRUST her 

 

Despite the fact that it appeared like Mary had not 

been faithful, Joseph was “a righteous man.” 

 Given the circumstances, he wanted to do what 

was “right” for Mary 

 He didn’t want her stoned to death 
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 By divorcing her, she would go stay with her 

father so she’d be cared for.  

 By divorcing her secretly, she would not be 

disgraced. 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

Why? Because the Obedient do what is right! 

 

God knew that He can use Joseph because “Joseph 

was a righteous man” 

 

Mt 1:20 “But after he had considered these things, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, because what has been conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 

 If anyone had told Joseph these things I doubt he 

would have believed it! So, God sent a ANGEL 

to tell him these things! 

 

Claim: Mary was pregnant by the Holy Spirit of 

God! 

 As a Jewish man, Joseph knew that the Spirit of 

God was the giver of life, BUT there was 

nowhere in the Old Testament that the Spirit of 

God impregnated a person! 
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Requirement: Faith! 

 

Prophetic Claim: Mt 1:21 She will give birth to a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.” 

 Prophetic claim: Mary would have a son! 

 Prophetic claim: The son of Mary would “will 

save his people from their sins.” 

o How is he going to “save his people from 

their sins”? 

 The angel doesn’t say! 

 

Requirement: Faith! 

 

Faith is NOT a blind leap in the dark! 

 Faith is BUILT upon evidence! 

 

The angel gives Joseph some supporting evidence… 

 

Mt 1:22-25 Now all this took place to fulfill what 

was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 See, 

the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a 

son, and they will name him Immanuel, which is 

translated “God is with us.” 

 Who was the prophet? Isaiah 
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So Joseph could go to the local synagogue and ask 

the Rabbi if there is such a prophecy.  

 The Rabbi could unroll the scroll of Isaiah to 

Isaiah 7:14 and read the text! 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

 

HOW did God know He could trust Joseph?  

 Joseph was a “righteous man” 

 Joseph did what was right—even if it was an 

inconvenience to him! 

 

Because the Obedient do what is right! 
 

Notice the word “DO”!—It is a word of “ACTION!” 

 Obedience to God requires ACTION! 

 

Every time that you see Joseph in an encounter with 

God it is always followed by action verbs.   

 For example, we read Matthew 1:24 “When 

Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the 

Lord had commanded him He married her.”   

 

He could have said “Oh well, it was just a dream” or 

“I am going to wait for another sign so I can be sure 

that it was God who spoke to me.”   
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 However, the Bible tells us that when God spoke 

Joseph went into action.   

o He decided to follow God no matter what 

the cost.   

 

Obedience to God is NOT defined by just WHAT 

WE DO, but it is also shown by WHAT we DON’T 

DO! 

 Matthew 1:25 “but did not have sexual relations 

with her until she gave birth to a son. And he 

named him Jesus. 

o Joseph refrained from any physical union 

with her.   

 Once again, a sign of his commitment 

to God. 

 

Sometimes we think of “being a righteous person” 

means a “Holier than thou” attitude or that nothing 

outside of God applies to us! 

 

Let’s see more of Joseph’s obedience in Action… 

 

Luke 2:1-5 “In those days a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be 

registered. 2 This first registration took place while 

Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone went 

to be registered, each to his own town. 4 Joseph also 
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went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family 

line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, 

who was engaged to him and was pregnant.” 

 

Reality of Life for Joseph: 

 The Jewish people were oppressed.   

o The Romans were in control.  

 

I am sure that the last thing that Joseph wanted to do 

was to take his pregnant wife and travel.   

 The distance between Nazareth and Bethlehem 

was 69 miles and not only that but a lot of the 

traveling was uphill.  

o Nazareth was at sea level and Bethlehem is 

about 2,000 feet above sea level.  In the 

days before automobiles and mass 

transportation this was no doubt a long and 

arduous journey.  

 

Joseph could have followed the temptation not to 

make the trip.   

 He could have tried to get an exemption--after 

all his wife was pregnant.  

  He could have refused to go out of protest.  
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o Revolts and protests were very common 

among the Jewish people.   

 In fact, about ten years later at the time 

of another census there was a revolt by 

a man named Judas who was from 

Galilee just like Joseph.  

 Joseph could have refused to go because one of 

the purposes behind this census was taxation 

and like us the last thing that he would want to 

pay is more taxes!   

o Yet, Joseph’s character of doing right was 

evident as he packed up his pregnant wife 

and headed on that journey to Bethlehem. 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

 

Because the Obedient do what is right! 

 

As predicted, Mary has a son! 

 

After Jesus Christ was born, Joseph still remained 

committed to God.   

 

Luke 2:21-24 “When the eight days were completed 

for his circumcision, he was named Jesus—the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived.  

 Joseph is obedient to God and names the boy: 

Jesus! 
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22 And when the days of their purification according 

to the law of Moses were finished, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just as 

it is written in the law of the Lord, Every firstborn 

male will be dedicated to the Lord) 24 and to offer a 

sacrifice (according to what is stated in the law of the 

Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons). 

 

Even though Joseph and Mary had been chosen by 

God with the awesome task of raising God’s Son, 

Joseph never once acted in a way of superiority.   

 According to the Jewish Law, a male child was 

circumcised on the eighth day.   

o It was then that the child was named.   

 According to Matthews account in 

Matt. 1:25 it was Joseph who named 

Jesus but as always it was in obedience 

to God because it was God who had 

told him that this was to be his son’s 

name.   

 

After the birth of a male child, the Jewish law also 

demanded that the male children be presented to the 

Lord.   

 However, a mother could not do this until she 

waited for 33 days because according to the law 

she was unclean for that time.  



 16 

o However, afterward, she was to offer a 

burnt offering and a sin offering for her 

cleansing.   

 We read in Luke’s account that Joseph 

and Mary after those days had passed 

went to Jerusalem to offer the sacrifices.   

 

Obedience to God does not require wealth! 

 

 Their offering gives them away. Leviticus 12:6 

gives the standard offering that a woman was to 

give after the birth of a child: ‘“When her days 

of purification are complete, whether for a son or 

daughter, she is to bring to the priest at the 

entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old male 

lamb for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or 

a turtledove for a sin offering.” 

o However, verse 8 offers this consolation to 

the poor Leviticus 12:8 “But if she doesn’t 

have sufficient means for a sheep, she may 

take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, 

one for a burnt offering and the other for a 

sin offering. Then the priest will make 

atonement on her behalf, and she will be 

clean.” 

 Notice what Mary and Joseph’s offering 

was “a pair of doves or two young 

pigeons”   
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You see Joseph was committed to obedience to God 

despite his financial condition.   

 Yes, he was poor, but that did not stop him from 

taking his family to the temple and giving God 

his offering.   

o How often do we allow our financial 

commitment to God depend upon how we 

feel, or what we want to buy.   

o Often, it is tempting to give to God only 

when we feel like it.   

 If that is the case, we can learn from 

this silent hero.   

 We can learn from this man who was 

committed to God despite not having 

much.   

 We can learn from this man who gave 

even though on the large scheme of 

things, his sacrifice was small but to 

God it was huge because it was a 

sacrifice of obedience.   

 

Obedience to God does not require position! 

 

I find it curious that Joseph’s occupation is never 

mentioned in the Christmas stories of Matthew and 

Luke.   
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 The way that we know what Joseph did for a 

living is found in Matthew 13:54-57  

 

The context is Jesus returning to His hometown and 

the people’s disbelief Mt 13:54-57 “He went to his 

hometown and began to teach them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, 

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these 

miraculous powers? 55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? 

Isn’t his mother called Mary, and his brothers James, 

Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 56 And his sisters, aren’t 

they all with us? So where does he get all these 

things?” 57 And they were offended by him. Jesus 

said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except 

in his hometown and in his household.” (CSB) 

  Carpenters were not the rich nor the famous.   

o Learned men did not pursue that profession.   

 

YOU don’t have to be RICH or FAMOUS, to be a 

person whom God USES! 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

 

However, the angel did not tell Joseph that Jesus’ 

birth was going to trigger Herod the Great! 

 Last week: Herod the Great was “great 

disturbed” there was another “King of the Jews”! 



 19 

 

When Herod comes in hot pursuit hoping to kill this 

“King of the Jews” God once again asks of a 

commitment from Joseph that displays his 

obedience.  

 Matthew 2:13 “After they were gone, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream, saying, “Get up! Take the child and his 

mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell 

you. For Herod is about to search for the child 

to kill him.” 

 God had already told Joseph to take in Mary 

instead of divorce her and now He is telling 

Joseph to go to Egypt!   

o Egypt was at least 75 miles away!   

 That is a long walk!   

 I am sure that they had no friends 

in Egypt, the culture was 

different; furthermore, God 

didn’t even designate a city He 

just said to go to Egypt.   

o Guess what we read in 

Matthew 2:14  “So he got 

up, took the child and his 

mother during the night, and 

escaped to Egypt.” 
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I wonder would we be willing like Joseph to go to 

“Egypt”?   

 Are we willing to get out of our comfort zones?   

o “Egypt!? But God certainly I can hide out 

somewhere else, after all Herod probably 

won’t search any farther than Bethlehem.  

He certainly isn’t going to search 

throughout all Israel.  Why, we can flee 

back to the North to Nazareth, its a good 

60 miles away He will never go that far!” 

o “God, you can’t be asking us to do that, it 

doesn’t make great business sense!  How 

long do we have to stay?”  

 No, Joseph doesn’t argue or complain; he just 

gets up and goes—even if it means leaving in the 

middle of the night.  

 God is calling us to commitment.  

 

Adoniram Judson sweated out Burma's heat for 18 

years without a furlough, six years without a 

convert.  

 Enduring torture and imprisonment, he 

admitted that he never saw a ship sail without 

wanting to jump on board and go home.  

 When his wife's health broke and he put her on 

a homebound vessel in the knowledge he would 

not see her for two full years, he confided to his 
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diary: "If we could find some quiet resting place 

on earth where we could spend the rest of our 

days in peace. . ." But he steadied himself with 

this remarkable postscript: "Life is short. 

Millions of Burmese are perishing. I am almost 

the only person on earth who has attained their 

language to communicate salvation. . 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

God Honors the Obedient 

 

Notice all the times that the angel appears with a 

message.   

 We see an angel appearing to Zechariah telling 

him that he and Elizabeth would have a son, 

 We see an angel appearing to Mary telling her 

that she is to have God’s Son.  

o Now Mary was certainly committed to God 

and so were Elizabeth and Zechariah, and 

God honors them.   

 He honors Mary by allowing her to 

give birth to His Son,  

 He honors Zechariah and Elizabeth 

by allowing them to have the 

forerunner of Jesus Christ.   

 

But I find it curios that it is Joseph to whom the 

angel of God appears MOST.   
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 He appears when Joseph learns of Mary’s 

pregnancy,  

 He appears to Joseph after the Magi leave 

telling him to take Mary to Egypt,  

 He appears to Joseph after Herod’s death and 

tells him to return and it appears that he is 

warned again by an angel and told to go to 

Nazareth.   

 

Why is this?   

 I believe that it is because God honored 

Joseph’s obedience.   

o He knew that whatever He asked Joseph to 

do, he would do it.   

 

If you are committed to God, He will honor your 

commitment.  He will give you responsibility and 

you will be able to reap the joy of the rewards of 

being.   

 

What was the result of Joseph’s obedience? 

 

The greatest reward of your commitment to God is 

seeing changed lives.  

 Joseph’s commitment allowed God to work in 

this world in an unprecedented way.   
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Imagine if Joseph had not obeyed the angel to “take 

Mary as your wife” and instead had divorced her 

quietly or worse decided to have her stoned to death.   

 Imagine, if Joseph had not been willing to 

travel to Bethlehem to be taxed, thus nullifying 

God’s plan.   

 Imagine, if Joseph had not been willing to 

leave his homeland and instead tried to hide out 

and the soldiers got their infant, God’s Son.   

 Imagine if Joseph had used his poverty as 

an excuse not to offer the offerings in the temple.   

o He would have never met Simeon and 

Anna and been further strengthened in his 

faith.   

 

Would we even know of Joseph had he not been 

committed to God?   

 

God would have carried out his plan to send his Son.   

 If Joseph has not been committed to God it 

would have been with someone else who was 

committed.    

o But Joseph was committed and the Jesus 

Christ did come into the world and lives 

have been forever changed.   

 

After Luke 2 and Matthew 2 Joseph disappears.   
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 We know from Luke’s account that he was alive 

at least through Jesus’ twelfth birthday.   

o And we know that during those twelve years 

Joseph continued to remain committed to 

God.   

 Luke 2:41 Tells us that “Every Year his 

parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast 

of the Passover.”  

 

Although none of Joseph’s words are recorded in 

Scripture, his voice is heard loud and clear.   

 It is heard through the changed lives that 

resulted in his commitment to God and his 

family.   

Joseph was committed to obeying God no matter 

what the cost.   

 He was willing to take Mary into his house 

even though she by the world’s standards had 

failed the test of purity.   

o No doubt he endured ridicule from family 

and friends because of this action, yet he 

remained faithful to what God has told him 

to do.   

 He was willing to leave his comfort zone for 

God—willing to go to another country.   

 He was willing to respond immediately to 

God’s call.  He was committed.   
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His commitment resulted in God’s plan being 

carried out.   

o His commitment allowed him to 

participate in seeing the fulfillment of 

prophecies that men had waited for.  

o His commitment resulted in changed lives 

by Jesus Christ’s entrance into the world.   

 

Joseph “was a righteous man.” 

 This little phrase describes all the actions that 

Joseph makes in Scripture.   

o We never find Joseph in a compromise—

He is man of character.   

 He is a man who is concerned with 

doing what is right.   

o When God asks him to do something, he 

does it.   

o When the government asks him to do 

something, he does it.   

o When his family demands time, he gives it.   

 He is a man of character, a character 

rooted in obedience to God. 

 

God Uses the Obedient 

God Honors the Obedient 
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YOU 

 

PQ: Are YOU living in Obedience to God? 

 

How committed are you to God? 

 Is your commitment based on how your feel, 

external circumstances?  

o Or is it based on total obedience to God? 

How committed are you to God? 

 Are you a Joseph? 

 Are you impacting people’s lives as a result of 

your commitment to God? 

 Is your commitment to God an example for 

others to follow? 

 Do other see your commitment without you 

telling them how committed you are? 

 

How committed are you to God? 

 


