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How to Respond to Others  
1 Peter 3:8-12 

 
ETS:  Peter called the people to live differently than 
the world  
ESS:  We must respond in unexpected ways if we are 
going to impact the world. 
OSS:  I want people to recall their responses to others 
and to make necessary adjustments  
PQ:  How do you respond to others in and out of the 
church?  
UW:  Groups 
 

ME 
COVID-19: Has been a challenge! 

• Some are scared and believe that this is one of 
the biggest scourges ever. 
o Others are not scared and believe this virus 

has been blown out-of-proportion. 

• Some have gotten the vaccine 
o Others are not getting the vaccine 

• Some believe we should do whatever the 
“Science” says 
o Others argue that the “Science” keeps 

changing and is often contradictory 
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• Some believe we should wear masks—even two 
or three 
o Others argue that most masks are basically 

useless and no more effective than the 
traditional “cover your mouth when you 
cough” and “wash your hands.” 

• Some believe this virus is an ongoing health 
emergency 
o Others believe this virus has become more 

about governmental control  
 
COVID-19 has set up a very tense situation – even in 
the church 

• Baptist Press on Feb. 11, 2021 “Pandemic 
division causing pastors to leave ministry, 
pastoral mentor says 

• “Brian Croft jokes that masks are the new 
“color of the carpet argument” in churches, 
with similarly poor outcomes. Pastors are 
resigning from the stress “kind of in a way I’ve 
never really seen.” 

 
Our culture is very tense! 

• COVID-19 Tensions 

• Political Tensions—more polarized than ever 

• Racial Tensions 
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These tensions are fueled by… 

• 24 hour opinion shows  

• Social media fuels the tension 

• Media 
 

WE 
 
YOU (I) have felt the tension! 

• If YOU are a strong believer in the masks, you 
may have felt tense when you walk into a store 
and see people without a mask! 
o If you are NOT a strong believer in the 

masks, you may have felt tension in the fact 
that you have to constantly keep track of 
your mask and put it on. 

• If YOU are a strong believer that this vaccine is 
the answer to getting life back to normal, you 
may be tense at people who are not getting the 
vaccine! 
o If you are NOT a strong believer in the 

vaccine, you may be tense because you are 
feeling bullied into getting a vaccine. 

 
YOU (I) have felt the tension! 

• WHEN you are TENSE, it is easy to BLOW UP! 
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• WHEN you are TENSE, you want to BITE OFF 
people’s head 

• WHEN you are TENSE, you are more prone to 
ATTACK those who disagree! 

 
Look at our culture: It is a powder Keg! 

• We see videos of people getting into fights at 
airports 

• People simply attacking people on the street b/c 
of their ethnicity 

• Riots can quickly break out 

• Protests seem to be constantly occurring—
around the world! 

 
One can argue that this has always been the case, but 
the fact that everyone has a camera constantly at 
their disposal makes it appear that it is more 
widespread, but—given the high-level—of tension in 
our culture, I feel it is really more widespread. 
 
OUR CHALLENGE: To manage the tension! 

• If we act on the TENSION the way our sinful 
nature wants, it can destroy… 
o Testimony to those outside the church 
o The church 
o Our homes 
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o Our relationships 
 
HOW do we keep from allowing these TENSIONS to 
destroy US? 

• DESTROY us internally (emotionally, mentally, 
and spiritually) 

 
HOW do we keep from allowing these TENSIONS to 
destroying our relationships? 

• Relationships with our children, spouses and 
family? 

 
HOW do we keep from allowing these TENSIONS to 
destroying our church? 
 

GOD 
Turn to 1 Peter 3 
 
Peter’s audience was feeling the tension! 

• Many had fled their homes due to persecution 

• Tension over finances due to loss of jobs 

• Tension over family situations—unbelieving 
spouse or loss of family relationships 

• Tension over the conflict with culture 
o Worship of one God in a culture of 

polytheism 
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o Living counter to the pagan culture 
 
Peter has been talking about relationships in the 
midst of Tension 

• 2:13 Government/citizen 

• 2:18 Master/slave (employer/employee) 
relationship 

• 3:1-7 Wife/husband relationship 
 
Even in the midst of TENSION, starting in 1 Peter 
2:11, Peter has command that when we are in a 
situation where we are “under the authority”, we are 
… 

• Commanded to “submit” 

• Commanded to do “good” = Even if that means 
“Suffering” 
o Not to use our “Freedom” to do “evil” 

• Commanded to conduct ourselves “Honorably” 

• Commanded to live “pure” and “reverent lives” 
We are commanded to do these things EVEN in the 
midst of tension! 
 
WHY should we carry out these commands? 

• 1 Peter 2:9 “But YOU are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
possession 
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• Our Mission: “so that you may proclaim the 
praises of the one who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” 
o GOAL: To bring Glory to God: To point 

people to Christ! 
 
BELIEVERS are DIFFERENT! 

• a chosen race 

• a royal priesthood,  

• a holy nation 
 
You have been “called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” 

• NEVER forget your IDENTITY! 
 
Starting in 1 Peter 2, Peter has been specifically 
addressing 

• Household slaves 

• Wives 

• Husbands 
 
Now, he addresses everyone: 1 Peter 3:8-9 “Finally, 
all of you be like-minded and sympathetic, love one 
another, and be compassionate and humble, 9 not 
paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, on the 
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contrary, giving a blessing, since you were called for 
this, so that you may inherit a blessing.” 
 
PROBLEM: WE don’t NATURALLY want to do these 
things—especially when we are TENSE! 

• When TENSE, our NATURAL DESIRE is to: “Pay 
back evil for evil” 

• When TENSE, our NATURAL DESIRE is to give an 
“insult for insult” 

• When TENSE, our NATURAL DESIRE is NOT to be 
“Sympathetic” but to be HARSH and Inattentive 

• When TENSE, our NATURAL DESIRE is NOT to be 
“Humble” but to FIGHT and insist we are RIGHT. 

 
HOW do WE Keep the TENSION from destroying the 
church? 

• 1 Peter 3:9 “Finally, all of you be like-minded….” 
 

REMEMBER the MISSION 
Our Mission: “so that you may proclaim the praises of 

the one who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” 

 
Politicians talk a lot about UNITY! 

• Our President ran on the promise that he would 
unify our nation 
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o Our nation is split—polarize like never 
before 

 
How do you have unity? 

• You can’t legislate unity! 

• You cannot force unity 
 
WHAT is Unity? 

• UNITY is NOT an absence of DIVERSITY! 
o UNITY is strengthened by DIVERSITY 

▪ Word “University” = Unity in diversity 
 
HOW do you achieve Unity? 
 
UNITY can only happen with a common goal, a 
common purpose 

• 1 Peter 3:9 “Finally, all of you be like-
minded….” 

 
WHAT should we be “Like-minded” about? 

• “Like-minded” about our mission! 
o Our Mission: “so that you may proclaim 

the praises of the one who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
▪ “Proclaiming the Praises” = Sharing 

the Good News  
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• The Gospel is what brought us 
“out of the darkness into His 
marvelous light.” 

 
The CHURCH does not EXIST to be a SOCIAL 
program—We exist to “proclaim the praises of the 
one who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” 

• The human heart is wicked and “dead in sin” and 
the ONLY way to bring “Light” to a person is 
through the Gospel! 
o Change can be forced through legislation for 

a short time, but eventually there will be a 
revolt 
▪ Change can only happen at the heart 

level! 
 
Remember, “The Gospel” is not only “asking Jesus 
into your heart”—that is the START of the Gospel! 
The GOSPEL is also knowing  

• WHO you are in Christ: Adopted, chosen, 
member of God’s household, citizen of heaven! 

• WHAT you are In Christ: Holy, Blameless, 
declared “not guilty”, more than a conqueror 

• What you have in Christ: A new heart, power to 
say “no” to sin, access to the throne of grace! 
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UNITY happens when we are “Like-minded” about 
the GOSPEL! 

• The GOSPEL UNITES us into “one faith, One Lord, 
One Baptism” 

• The GOSPLE UNITES us no matter what our 
ethnicity! 

• The GOSPEL UNITES us no matter our gender 
 
Peter—under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit—list 
“like-minded” first because the other things are not 
possible if we are not “like-minded” 

• IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, 
it is going to be difficult to be “sympathetic” 
toward each other when we have a 
disagreement—especially when we live in 
tension! 

• IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, 
it is going to be difficult to be “love one another” 
when we have a disagreement—especially when 
we live in tension! 

• IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, 
it is going to be difficult to “be compassionate” 
when we have a disagreement—especially when 
we live in tension! 
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• IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, 
it is going to be difficult to “be humble” when we 
have a disagreement—especially when we live in 
tension! 

 
IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, our 
tendency will be to “pay back evil for evil” when we 
have a disagreement—especially when we live in 
tension! 

• IF we are NOT “Like-minded” as to our MISSION, 
our tendency will be to “pay back insult with 
insult” when we have a disagreement—
especially when we live in tension! 

 
Jack had been president of a large corporation, and 
when he got cancer, they ruthlessly dumped him.  

• He went through his insurance, used his life 
savings, and had practically nothing left.  

A pastor visited him with one of his deacons 

• The deacon said, "Jack, you speak so openly 
about the brief life you have left. I wonder if 
you've prepared for your life after death?"  

 
Jack stood up, livid with rage. 

• "You -- ---- Christians. All you ever think about is 
what's going to happen to me after I die. If your 
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God is so great, why doesn't he do something 
about the real problems of life?"  
o He went on to tell them he was leaving his 

wife penniless and his daughter without 
money for college.  
▪ Then he ordered us out.  

 
A few weeks later the deacon insisted they go back 
and they did.  

• Deacon: "Jack, I know I offended you," he said. "I 
humbly apologize. But I want you to know I've 
been working since then. Your first problem is 
where your family will live after you die. A realtor 
in our church has agreed to sell your house and 
give your wife his commission.  
o I guarantee you that, if you'll permit us, 

some other men and I will make the house 
payments until it's sold.  

• Then, I've contacted the owner of an apartment 
house down the street. He's offered your wife a 
three bedroom apartment plus free utilities and 
an $850-a-month salary in return for her 
collecting rents and supervising plumbing and 
electrical repairs.  
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o The income from your house should pay for 
your daughter's college. I just wanted you to 
know your family will be cared for."  

 
The pastor said, “Jack cried like a baby. He died 
shortly thereafter, so wrapped in pain he never 
accepted Christ. But he experienced God's love even 
while rejecting him. And his widow, touched by the 
caring Christians, responded to the gospel message.” 
 
The pastor and deacon could have answered “insult 
with insult”; instead, they responded with the 
Gospel! 
 
WHEN we are “Like-minded” about our MISSION, we 
will be… 

• “Sympathetic, compassionate, and humble” to 
each other because living out the Gospel and 
having a testimony to outsiders is more 
important than “Winning” an argument over 
trivial matters. 
o Remember, the outside world is watching us! 

▪ They are watching HOW we respond to 
each other in the midst of tension! 
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That DOESN’T mean we DON’T or CAN’T have 
opinions 
That DOESN’T mean we DON’T or CAN’T have or 
friendly debates 
That DOESN’T mean we DON’T or CAN’T have 
disagreements 

• BUT it DOES MEAN that we put those things 
ASIDE for the sake of the Gospel! 

 
We must watch our tongues and there are times we 
must hold our tongues.   

• Someone once said, “Some of the best preaching 
is done by holding your tongue.”  

• You see “Wise people are not always silent, but 
they sure know when to be.”   

 
REMEMBER THE MISSION 

 
Remember, SATAN wants to destroy the local church! 

• He is the “father of lies” 
o His goal is to create division 

▪ Division between humanity and God 
▪ Division between husbands and wives 
▪ Division between people 

• SATAN hates God and works to all he can to 
OPPOSE God 
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o He opposes YOU—the People of GOD! 
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 “Your adversary the devil is prowling 
around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can 
devour. 9 Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that 
the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by 
your fellow believers throughout the world.” 

• The church is called to stand against Satan and 
his work! 
o Primary way we do that is by preaching, 

teaching and living out the Gospel! 
 
1 Peter 3:8-9 “Finally, all of you be like-minded and 
sympathetic, love one another, and be 
compassionate and humble, 9 not paying back evil for 
evil or insult for insult but, on the contrary, giving a 
blessing, since you were called for this, so that you 
may inherit a blessing.” 

• CHALLENGE: “Give a blessing” in the midst of the 
tension! 

 
HOW do we go about “giving a blessing” in the midst 
of tension? 

• By keeping our Mission of sharing and living out 
the Gospel at the center 
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Al Masters was married and had a little boy and a 
small business.  

• He considered himself very blessed.  
o And then just before Christmas some years 

ago, his little boy was killed by a 15-year-old 
kid driving a car without a license.  

Al Masters was filled with a deep desire for revenge.  

• And even though that youngster--15 years old--
could not be brought before the full power of 
the law because he was a juvenile, Al Masters 
wanted the very book thrown at him.  

 
Then, on Christmas Eve, his wife got him to come to 
the church.  

• He listened to the story of the Word coming to 
the shepherds.  

• He recognized that HE was one of the world's 
ungood. And he began to weep.  

 
When he went out of the church, the next day, on 
Christmas, he set out to find out more about the boy 
who killed his son.  

• He found that he came from a broken home,  
o that he lived with his mother, who was an 

alcoholic.  
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He went and he met the boy.  

• He gave the boy a job in his shop,  

• and then later took him into his home.  
 
And that boy, now a young man, says that Al Masters 
is the most saintly person he'd ever known.  
 
When the GOSPEL is our mission, we can “Give a 
blessing” by being… 

• “Sympathetic” to those who are hurting! 
o We may not fully understand their pain 
o We may not fully agree with their concern 

▪ BUT we can be “Sympathetic” to them 
and their concerns 

 
A missionary once said, "Things were simple before I 
went to Africa. I knew what the African's problem 
was, and I knew the answer. When I got there and 
began to know him as a person, things were no 
longer simple."  
 
 

REMEMBER the MISSION 
Our Mission: “so that you may proclaim the praises of 

the one who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” 
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When the GOSPEL is our mission, we can “Give a 
blessing” by “loving each other” 

• “loving each other” requires “self-sacrifice” —
We have to be willing to put our preferences 
aside for the sake of the Gospel. 

 
When you look at what Peter says, I see only one 
thing specifically mentioned regarding interaction 
with fellow believers: “Love each other.” 

• It seems to me that the other commands: “be 
sympathetic, humble, and compassionate” 
should be towards fellow believers and those 
outside the church too! 

 
WHY should WE act this way to those outside the 
church?  

• Our Mission: “so that you may proclaim the 
praises of the one who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” 
o WHY? 1 Peter 2:12: “so that when (not 

“IF”) they slander you as evildoers, they 
will observe your good works and will 
glorify God on the day he visits.” 
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o WHY? 1 Peter 2:15: “it is God’s will that 
you silence the ignorance of foolish 
people by doing good” 

 
WHY should WE act this way to those outside the 
church?  

• We don’t want to create unnecessary 
roadblocks to the Gospel! 
o If people reject the Gospel let it be 

because they reject Christ and not 
because of how we live and act as 
Christians! 

 
Peter then turns Psalm 34:12-16 to support what he 
is calling us to do: 1 Peter 3:10 “For the one who 
wants to love life and to see good days—Here is the 
PREMISE….If YOU want to “Love life” and “See good 
days”…. 

• let him keep his tongue from evil and  

• {let him keep} his lips from speaking deceit 

• 11 and let him turn away from evil and  

• {let him} do what is good.  

• Let him seek peace and pursue it 
 
Peter is quoting Psalm 34.  
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• If you read Psalm 34 you will discover that A 
“good day” for the believer who “loves life” IS 
NOT one in which he is pampered and sheltered, 
but one in which he experiences God’s help and 
blessing because of life’s problems and trials.  

 
In Psalm 34 David writes about experiencing: 

• fears (Ps. 34:4),  

• troubles (Ps. 34:6, 17),  

• afflictions (Ps. 34:19),  

• and even a broken heart (Ps. 34:18).1 
 
So as you can see, when David is talking about the 
“good life” he is not talking about a life that is 
pampered or sheltered.   
 
On the other hand, in the midst of those struggles in 
Psalm 34 David writes about: 

• Magnifying the Lord (Ps. 34:1–3),  

• Experiencing answers to prayer (Ps. 34:4–7),  

• Tasting of the goodness of God (Ps. 34:8),  

• Sensing the nearness of God (Ps. 34:18). 2 
 

1Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the 

New Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Pe 3:8). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor 

Books. 
2Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the 

New Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Pe 3:8). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor 

Books. 
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The KEY to “a good life” and “Loving life” is  

• Knowing WHAT your Mission is: To Glorify God 

• Knowing WHO you are! 

• Knowing WHAT God has done for you! 
 
WHY should a believer DO these things? 
1 Peter 3:12 “because the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous and his ears are open to their prayer. But 
the face of the Lord is against those who do what is 
evil. 

• Who are “the righteous”? Believers! 
o YOU are the “holy nation” 
o YOU are the ones who have “been called out 

of darkness” 
“The eyes of the Lord” are on US! 
 
The blessing for us is that God’s “Ears are open to our 
prayers.” 

• You have access to the throne room of God 
when you pray! 

 
God listens to His children—like any good parent 
would do! 

• We should be praying for those who don’t know 
Christ! 
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• We should be praying for strength to be 
“Sympathetic, compassionate and humble” to 
those both inside and outside the church. 

 
We have unique access to God!  

• “But the face of the Lord is against those who do 
what is evil.” 

 
I talk, teach, read a lot about prophecy.  

• JUSTICE is COMING! 
o ALL will give an account! 

 
WE 

Are You Focused on the Mission? 
 
Are you responding to others so as to make an 
impact for Christ?   
 

• Would the way in which you react toward others 
convince others that you are a Christian? 

• Would the way in which you react toward others 
give others a reason to investigate the claims of 
Christ? 

• How do you respond to those who insult you? 

• How do you respond to those who have done 
evil against you? 
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• How do you respond towards those within the 
church? 

 
Are You Focused on the Mission? 
 


