
How to Respond to Questions 
1 Peter 3:15b-18 

 
ETS: Peter taught how to respond to questions regarding 
our faith 
ESS: We must be willing and able to respond correctly to 
questions about our faith 
OSS: I want people to not be afraid to respond to 
questions about their faith 
PQ: Are you willing to respond to questions? 
UW: Questions 

ME 
 

This week I ran across some questions which teachers 
asked children and I thought you’d like the responses: 

• Q: Where was the Declaration of Independence 
signed 
o A: At the bottom 

• Q: How would you make a marriage work? 
o A: Tell your wife she looks pretty even if she 

looks like a dump truck 

• What ended in 1896? 
o A: 1895 

• Q: Why are there rings on Saturn? 
o A: God liked it so He put a ring on it. 

• Q: The first cells were probably? 



o A: Lonely 
WE 

We respond to questions all the time! 

• How are you? 

• How was your day? 

• Did you take out the garbage? 

• What do you want for dinner? 

• Where are you going? 
 
Then we have responses: 

• How are you? 
o “I’m fine.” 

• How was your day? 
o “It was okay” or “It was lousy” 

• Did you take out the garbage? 
o “No” or “Yes” 

• What do you want for dinner? 
o “I don’t know” 

• Where are you going? 
o “To the store”  

 
We are faced with questions all day, every day! 
What about questions regarding our beliefs? 

• How do you answer questions about what you 
believe? 



• Why is it important that you can articulate WHAT you 
believe and WHY you believe it? 

 
GOD 

 
Peter understood that Christians were going to be 
attacked not only physically but also intellectually.   
 
1 Peter 3:13-14 “Who then will harm you if you are 
devoted to what is good? But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness, you are blessed. Do not fear them or be 
intimidated… 
 
It is easy to be intimidated— 

• Especially if you are going against the current of 
culture! 

• Especially if you are in the minority! 
 
1 Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as 
holy ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.” 
 

Share Jesus 
 
HOW do you answer questions when it comes to your 
beliefs? 



• To answer questions about your Christian beliefs, you 
have to first KNOW Jesus! 

 
How do you know Jesus? 

• Recognize WHO Jesus is! 
 
Peter refers to Jesus as: 

• “Christ” 
o Christ is NOT Jesus’ last name; Christ is a title! 

▪ Title: Anointed One  
 
Who “anointed” Jesus? 

• NOT a human court 

• NOT a human institution like a seminary or a 
monarchy! 

 
Who “Anointed” Jesus?  

• God anointed Jesus the day Jesus was baptized 
 
Peter also uses another title: “The Lord” 

• Lord = Master 
 
Peter recognized Jesus was “Anointed” by God and as the 
Master of his life 
 
Peter uses another descriptor: Holy 



• Holy= set apart 
 
Although Jesus was a man, He was not just a man—He 
was God in the flesh 

• Jesus was/is set apart from creation 
o Set apart by His sinless perfection 
o Set apart by this Virgin Birth 
o Set apart by his deity. 

 
On Facebook/Twitter, etc. there is a “SHARE” button or 
arrow 

• Have you ever used those? 
o WHY?  

▪ Because you thought the article, recipe, 
picture was worth sharing! 

• You thought ‘This will make someone 
laugh” or “Someone needs to hear 
this”, etc.  

 
Have you ever had something in your timeline and it said 
“Share this with your friends” and you looked at it and 
decided NOT to share it? 

• WHY didn’t you share it? 
o Didn’t believe what was being said? 
o Didn’t think it was worth sharing 

 



We “share” what we believe in! 
 
POINT: IF we are NOT SURE about WHO Jesus is, we won’t 
share Jesus! 

• IF we have doubts about Jesus, then we will have 
doubts about Jesus’ claims 
o When you have doubts about something you 

don’t tend to share it. 
 
In his letter, Peter makes it clear WHO Jesus is: 

• 1:3—Jesus has resurrected from the dead 

• 1:18—Jesus is our Redeemer 

• 2:7—Jesus is the cornerstone: the most important 
stone in the foundation 

• 2:22—Jesus was sinless 

• 2:25—Jesus is the “Shepherd and Overseer” of our 
souls 

• 3:15—Jesus is “the anointed one” (Christ) 

• 3:15—Jesus is “holy” 
POINT: IF we are NOT SURE about WHO Jesus is, we won’t 
share Jesus! 
 
HOW did Peter share Jesus? 
 
The first time we see Peter sharing “The reason for the 
hope” that was in him is in Acts 3:12-16  



• Peter and John were going up to the temple for the 
daily time of prayer 

• They encounter a lame man who asked them from 
money 

• Peter and John heal the man in the name of Jesus 
 
When Peter and John enter the temple,  

• The lame man is walking, leaping and praising God 

• The lame man’s healing attracts the people’s 
attention 

 
Peter takes advantage of the opportunity to give the 
people “the reason for the hope” that was in him and 
John….“When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: 
“Fellow Israelites, why are you amazed at this? Why do 
you stare at us, as though we had made him walk by our 
own power or godliness? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and denied before 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14You 
denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 
murderer released to you. 15 You killed the source of life, 
whom God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of 
this. 16 By faith in his name, his name has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know. So the faith that comes 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in front of 



all of you. And now, brothers and sisters, I know that you 
acted in ignorance, just as your leaders also did. 18 In this 
way God fulfilled what he had predicted through all the 
prophets—that his Messiah would suffer.” 
 
Peter makes it clear WHO Jesus is: 

• Sent from/approved by God (v. 13) 

• The “Holy and Righteous One” (v. 14) 

• The “Source of life” (v. 15) 

• The fulfillment of prophecy (v. 18) 

• The Messiah (v. 18) 
 
Peter stated  

• WHO Jesus is 
 
Jesus was the “reason for the hope” that was in Peter 
(and should be in you and I)! 
 
To share Jesus, you have to first KNOW WHO Jesus is! 
 
To share Jesus, you have to first KNOW Jesus -Personally! 
 

How do you answer questions about what you believe? 
Share Your Story  

 



Sharing YOUR STORY will answer the question: WHAT has 
Jesus done! 
 
In Acts 3, after sharing WHO Jesus is, Peter shares this 
man’s story: Acts 3:16 “By faith in his name, his name has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know. So the 
faith that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in front of all of you.” 

• The formerly lame man is a shining example of what 
Christ can do! 
o Christ brings healing to those who believe! 

 
Part of sharing YOUR story is telling WHY Jesus is the 
“Reason for the hope” that is in you! 
 
The “Reason for the hope” that is in you is because Jesus 
saved you from the consequences of your rebellion 
against God! 
 
When you rebel against a parent, it creates a barrier  
 
When you rebel against the CREATOR, it creates a barrier 

• A rebellious person cannot get over the barrier 
caused by his/her rebellion! 

 



When a person commits a crime and he/she is arrested 
they go to court. 

• The prosecutor’s goal is to get you thrown in jail; to 
get the punishment your crime deserves 

• The defense’s goal is to get you the best possible 
outcome. 

 
If there was NO QUESTION that you committed your 
crime, the best the defense can do is to get a lesser 
sentence. 

• The ONLY way to be free is a pardon—for someone 
more powerful than even the judge to step in and set 
you free. 

 
When it comes to OUR rebellion against God, only Jesus 
has the authority to grant a pardon for our rebellion. 

• He grants that pardon to ALL who will  
o Humble themselves before Him 
o Turn from their sin and self 
o Trust Christ to save them 

 
When you share your testimony, you share why YOU…. 

• Humbled yourself before God and cried out to Him 
for help 

• Repented of your sins 

• Trusted Christ to save you 



 
Peter calls the people to repentance: Acts 3:19-20 
“Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, 20 that seasons of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send Jesus, 
who has been appointed for you as the Messiah.” 
 
Notice that Peter calls them to repentance and he give 
them a picture of the joys of knowing Christ! 

• Sins are “wiped out” (v. 19) 

• “refreshing” (v. 20) 
 
WHEN you share your testimony, share the benefits of 
knowing Christ! 
 
HOW has Christ made a difference in your life? 

• Christ gives me HOPE 

• Christ gives me PEACE 

• Christ gives me a PURPOSE 

• Christ gives me STRENGTH to endure trials 

• Christ gives me GRACE to share with others 

• Christ gives me LOVE to share 

• Christ has OPENED my eyes to the spiritual warfare 
around me 

 
SHARE  



• WHY you came to Christ 

• HOW you came to Christ 

• WHAT Christ has meant and means to you today! 
 
1 Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as 
holy ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.” 
 
In writing this sermon, I started to list things you can do to 
“defend” your faith, but the ultimate way is to:  Have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to be able to 
share why you are a Christian and how you became a 
Christian and what Christ has meant for you as a 
Christian.   
 
Ultimately, you don’t have to know all the big theological 
words or every nuance of all the world religions or non-
religions 

• What you need to know is how to share what Christ 
did on the cross and how your acceptance of Him has 
impacted your life.   

 
Many Christians say “That’s easy” yet few can do it.   

• Few Christians seem to be able to coherently share 
their testimony.   



• Too many Christians will not share their testimony 
thus they have no defense!  Don’t be one of those 
Christians.   

 
SHARE Respectfully 

 
Peter states in 1 Peter 3:16-17 “Yet do this with 
gentleness and reverence, keeping a clear conscience, so 
that when you are accused, those who disparage your 
good conduct in Christ will be put to shame.17 For it is 
better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s 
will, than for doing evil.”  

• This is the second time Peter ASSUMES that being 
“Accused” or “Slandered” is a given! 
o 1 Peter 2:12 Peter stated that the Gentiles will 

“Slander” you 
o Now, in 3:15 Peter states that believers will be 

“accused” 
 
Reality: Expect to be “slandered” and “Accused” 
 
For that reason, it is important that we SHARE 
respectfully! 

• ILL: “Ask the Pastor” confrontations…(Hebrew 
Israelite, Gnostic man) 



o Tough to be “respectful”—especially when the 
person walks away and says “You are going to 
hell” or “You are wrong.” 

 
Antagonists of Christianity want nothing more than for us 
to become hostile and angry in our response to their 
questions and accusations.   

• If they can get you to lose your cool, then they know 
that you might say things you will later regret.   
o Peter wants us to make sure that we don’t 

respond in a way in which the testimony of 
Christ will be “reviled.”   

 
Furthermore, we are to remember that we are witnesses, 
not prosecuting attorneys!   

• We must also be sure that our lives back up our 
defense.  

 
Understand that Peter is not suggesting that Christians 
argue with lost people, but rather that we present to the 
unsaved an account of WHAT we believe and WHY we 
believe it, in a loving manner.  

• The purpose is not to win an argument but to win lost 
souls to Christ. 1 

 
1Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New 
Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Pe 3:13). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books. 



 
We need to respond with a “good conscious.”  Why?: 

• Because it fortifies the believer with courage because 
he knows he is right with God and men, so that he 
need not be afraid. 

• A good conscience also gives us peace in our hearts; 
and when we have peace within, we can face battles 
without. 

• A good conscience removes from us the fear of what 
other people may know about us, say against us, or 
do to us. 2 

 
Throughout his administration, Abraham Lincoln was a 
president under fire, especially during the scarring years 
of the Civil War. And though he knew he would make 
errors of office, he resolved never to compromise his 
integrity. So strong was this resolve that he once said, “I 
desire so to conduct the affairs of this administration that 
if at the end, when I come to lay down the reins of power, 
I have lost every other friend on earth, I shall at least have 
one friend left, and that friend shall be down inside of 
me.” 
 

WE 

 
2Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New 
Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Pe 3:16). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books. 



Until the last 40 years, 

• There was a general belief in the validity of the Bible.   

• There was a general belief in the existence of the 
One True God.   

• There was a general belief in absolute truth.   
 
Leanord Sweet states: “When I was a kid in the 1950’s, 
people’s minds were still neutralized in Christianity.  If you 
breathed air, you knew who a “Pharisee” was, or what it 
meant to call a city “Sodom and Gamorrah.”  When Bob 
Dylan was on a tour of Britian in 1965, he was attacked by 
folk music purists for “selling out.”  With the first bars of 
“Ballad of a Thin Man,” someone in the Manchester 
audience yelled “Judas” at the singer.  The band stopped 
and refused to go on.  They knew what it meant.”   
 
But that has all shifted.   
 
Because of the cultural shift, too often we believe that 
only the preachers or seminarians should Respond to 
Questions! 

• Why do we think this way?   
o #1: We are afraid we will “Mess things up” 
o #2: We are afraid people will ask us questions we 

can’t answer 
 



REMINDER: Culturally, we are increasingly in the same 
position as Peter was in his culture except we are on the 
other end.   

• Peter’s culture was Pre-Christian; our culture is Post-
Christian!   

 
I want to remind you of whom Peter is talking to.   

• He is not talking to seminary students!   

• He is not talking to Preachers.   

• He is not talking to theologians.   
o He is talking to slaves, wives, husbands and 

young men because he addresses all these 
people.   
▪ These are not the only ones he is addressing, 

but my point is: Peter is addressing the laity.   
 
Like our Post-Christian culture, in Peter’s Pre-Christian 
culture there was not 

• There was NOT a general belief in the validity of the 
Bible.   

• There was NOT a general belief in the existence of 
the One True God.   

• There was NOT a general belief in absolute truth.   
 
Yet, Peter does not say “Find an apostle if someone asks 
you a question!” 



• Peter simply says “Share the reason for the hope that 
is in you!” 

 
Remember too, the believers did not have BIBLE in their 
homes 

• They didn’t have the scrolls of the Old Testament 
laying around the house! 
o The Old Testament scrolls were to be found in 

the local synagogue 
o The New Testament was still being written so 

they didn’t have a copy of the New Testament 
either! 

 
What did they have? 

• They had the Holy Spirit 

• They had their testimony 
 
REMEMBER, the job of the HOLY SPIRIT is to “Convict the 
world of sin”! 

• YOU share your story, YOU tell about WHO Jesus is, 
WHAT Jesus has done, and HOW Jesus has changed 
your life 

• LET the HOLY SPIRIT do His work! 
 
Don’t allow SELF to keep you from sharing the Gospel! 

• SELF—You don’t have a Bible on you so don’t share 



• SELF—they look like a Christian so you don’t need to 
share 

• SELF—They may ask you a question you can’t answer, 
so don’t share 

• SELF—You don’t have a fantastic testimony  
 
Don’t allow SELF to keep you from sharing the Gospel! 

• Be willing to share the reason for the hope that is in 
you. 
o If you don’t have a reason to share, then you 

need to ask “DO I know Christ or am I playing 
games?” 

 
PQ: Are you willing to respond to the questions? 
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