
How a Righteous Person Suffers? 
 

ETS: Job shows us how a righteous person deals with 
peer pressure amidst suffering 
ESS: Righteous people will face peer pressure amidst 
suffering so they need to be anchored 
OSS: I want people to know what to be anchored to in 
the midst of suffering 
PQ: Are you strong in your faith?  
UW: Peer Pressure  
 

ME 
Asch’s Paradigm video 
 
In the Cambridge Dictionary, peer pressure is defined as 
“the pressure that you feel to behave in a certain way 
because your friends or people in your group expect it.” 
 
Peer Pressure is POWERFUL- 

• Ryan (aged 15) says: “I like cars a lot. Me and my 
friends started stealing cars over a year ago. I didn’t 
want to do it but we all felt we could have some fun 
and get away with it… I’ve been caught twice by the 
cops and they say if I do this again I will go to jail. I 
don’t like what this has done to my mom and dad. 
They don’t want me to hang with these guys 



anymore but they’re my friends… I wouldn’t do this 
on my own but when I’m with the guys it makes me 
feel good and I can do stuff.” 
 

WE 
 
Have you been the victim of peer pressure? 

• Rationale: Everyone is “doing it” 

• Rationale: They are going to think I am a sissy 

• Rationale: I want to be accepted—they won’t accept 
me if I don’t go along! 

 
WE have all given into peer pressure—even as adults 

• There are many ways peer pressure can be applied 
to us as adults 
o Peer pressure on social media 
o Peer pressure at work 
o Peer pressure at church 
o Peer pressure from family 

 
HOW do you know if you have given into peer pressure?  

• According to the Clarity Clinic: “If you have picked up 
values, beliefs, goals, or hobbies because that is 
what the group of people around you believe in then 
you have experienced peer pressure.”1 

 
1 https://www.claritychi.com/adult-peer-pressure/ 



 
WHEN is peer pressure the strongest? 

• Peer pressure is FELT most when YOU feel the 
WEAKEST! 
o WEAKEST: Outnumbered by the group  
o WEAKEST: Tired of taking your stand—

emotionally, physically, mentally 
o WEAKEST: Lonely: Need to be accepted by 

others— 
o WEAKEST: Afraid: Fear of being rejected by 

others.  
 
JOB was under a tremendous amount of PEER 
PRESSURE! 

• PEER PRESSURE from his WIFE! 
o PRESSURE: “Curse God and die!” 

• PEER PRESSURE from his friends: Eliphaz, Bildad and 
Zophar! 
o PRESSURE: Admit that YOU (Job) have brought 

all this tragedy upon yourself! 
 
WHEN we are suffering, how do WE keep from giving 
into the peer pressure?  

• How do we keep from doing something we will later 
regret? 



• How do we keep from saying something that we will 
regret? 

• How do we keep anchored to our faith? 
 

The REASON for the Book of Job is to answer the 
question: 

HOW SHOULD A RIGHTEOUS PERSON SUFFER? 
 
What is a “righteous” person?  

• A righteous person is NOT a PERFECT person! 
o Job was NOT a PERFECT person, in fact, at some 

point we will look at Job’s mistake in how he 
handled suffering.  

o The only PERFECT human was Jesus Christ-
which is why He was the ONLY ONE who could 
satisfy God’s judgement on sin! 

• A righteous person is person who: 
o Humbles himself/herself before God 

▪ Salvation is the start of righteousness 

• At salvation, we are “clothed with 
Christ’s righteousness”  

• God see us as “Righteous” 
o We are “SAINTS”, RECONCILED…… 

o A righteous person Holds onto God 
▪ Obedience to God’s moral laws 

• RESULT: Treats others rightly 



• In the New Testament word for 
“righteousness” primarily describes 
conduct in relation to others2 
o A “righteous” person treats others 

right in business and in legal 
matters. 

o A righteous person Trusts in God 
 
Job was NOT a PERFECT person; however, God said in Job 
1:8 “No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect 
integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil.” 

• Job, was a “righteous” man because he constantly 
humbled himself before God 

 
REALITY: A “Righteous” Person is NOT immune from 
SUFFERING! 

• Mistaken belief of Job’s friends/Prosperity Gospel 
o Their whole argument from chapters 4-37 is 

that the REASON for Job’s suffering is due to 
unrepentant sin in his life.  
▪ They have NO EVIDENCE of Job living in sin, 

but they cannot see any other reason for 
Job’s suffering. 

• Mistaken belief of Prosperity Gospel 

 
2 https://www.gotquestions.org/righteousness.html 



o Prosperity Gospel = YOU SUFFER because you 
don’t have enough FAITH 

o Prosperity Gospel = YOU SUFFER because you 
don’t give enough MONEY to a ministry 

o Prosperity Gospel = YOU SUFFER because you 
don’t SACRIFICE enough 

 
As we have noted in this series, you may encounter 
suffering because of  

1. Personal SIN 
2. SIN of others which is affecting you 
3. Result of living in a FALLEN WORLD 

a. God may ALLOW suffering to test your faith 
b. God may ALLOW suffering to strengthen your 

faith 
c. God may ALLOW suffering to give you an 

opportunity for future witness 
i. (Pastor’s breakfast: a pastor whose 

daughter had died was ministering to 
another pastor who recently lost his 
daughter) 

 
REALITY: A “Righteous” Person is NOT immune from 
SUFFERING! 

• The Apostles all SUFFERED 



• Read Hebrews 11 and you will see righteous people 
who suffered 

 
The REASON for the Book of Job is to answer the 

question: 
How does a righteous person suffer? 

A Righteous Person Suffers in Total Surrender 
 

How is Total Surrender Possible in Suffering? 
Accepting both BLESSING and ADVERSITY as coming 

from God! 
 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 
of suffering? 

• How does a “righteous” person keep from giving into 
PEER PRESSURE during suffering—which may when 
he/she is at his/her weakest? 
o PRESSURE: To STOP living “righteously” 

▪ WIFE: “Curse God and die!” 
o PRESSURE: To live in paranoia 

▪ JOB’s FRIENDS: You MUST be living in sin—
There MUST BE something WRONG 
between you and God. 

o PRESSURE: To start living in sin as a way of 
“punishing” God 

 



FACT: SUFFERING brings on PRESSURE! 

• SUFFERING has a way of REVEALING your REAL 
BELIEF! 
o What do you REALLY Believe about GOD? 

▪ ARE you really ANCHORED to GOD? 
▪ Is your HOPE really anchored in GOD? 

 
Turn to Job (Skip around a lot in the book) 
 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 

of suffering? 
A Righteous Person FOCUSES on God’s Attributes 

 
Throughout his response, Job highlights God’s attributes. 

• What is an “Attribute?” 
o An Attribute is: a quality or feature that is 

regarded as a characteristic or inherent part 
of God. 

 
Throughout his responses, Job stays anchored on a 
couple attributes of God and WE should stay anchored in 
this same knowledge.  
 
Attribute: God is All-Knowing 
 
What does it mean to say that God is Omniscient? 



• He has all-knowledge about everything! 

• Nothing ever surprises God! 

• God knows every possible variation 

• God knows the past and the future 
 
Job 9:3-4 If one wanted to take [God] to court, he could 
not answer God once in a thousand times. 4 God is wise 
and all-powerful. Who has opposed him and come out 
unharmed? 

• WE are finite; our knowledge is finite; our wisdom is 
finite! 
o ILL: Wall represents the UNIVERSE. How much of 

human knowledge about the universe do you 
think we have?  
▪ Article “Human intelligence: have we 

reached the limit of knowledge?” “Despite 
huge advances in science over the past 
century, our understanding of nature is still 
far from complete. Not only have scientists 
failed to find the Holy Grail of physics – 
unifying the very large (general relativity) 
with the very small (quantum mechanics) – 
they still don’t know what the vast majority 
of the universe is made up of. The sought 
after Theory of Everything continues to 
elude us. And there are other outstanding 



puzzles, too, such as how consciousness 
arises from mere matter.” 

Job later asks this question: Job 21:22 “Can anyone teach 
God knowledge, since he judges the exalted ones?” 

• Answer: NO one can teach God knowledge! 
 
Job later states: Job 28:23-27 “But God understands the 
way to wisdom, and he knows its location. 24 For he 
looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under 
the heavens. 25 When God fixed the weight of the wind 
and distributed the water by measure, 26 when he 
established a limit for the rain and a path for the 
lightning, 27 he considered wisdom and evaluated it; he 
established it and examined it. 
 
Job stayed anchored in the belief that God knows all—
including the suffering he was facing! 

• Job “did not sin” despite the pain of SUFFERING 
because he believed God knew he was suffering.  

 
A righteous person trusts God because he/she knows 
that God knows! 

• God knows when you are suffering! 

• Just because you don’t FEEL God’s Presence or have 
found RELIEF from your suffering is NOT because 
God has FORGOTTEN YOU! 



o It may FEEL like God has FORGOTTEN You—but 
He hasn’t 
▪ Remember, while Job was going through 

this suffering God was watching—the whole 
hosts of heaven was watching to see HOW a 
RIGHTEOUS PERSON SUFFERS! 

 
A righteous person trusts God because he/she knows 
that God knows BUT God does just KNOW about 
SUFFERING as in BOOK LEARNING, God KNOWS, KNOWS 
about SUFFERING! 

• REALITY: YOU can know about something but NOT 
REALLY KNOW about it.  

• You can know ABOUT LOVE, but not really KNOW 
LOVE until you have experienced it. 

• You can know about jumping out of an airplane, 
but you don’t really KNOW about jumping out of a 
plane until you have done it.  

• You gain REAL KNOWLEDGE by Experience 
 
REALITY: GOD does just KNOW about Your SUFFERING; 
God KNOWS SUFFERING! 

• Heb 12:2 “keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before 
him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 



o God’s knowledge of suffering is not ACADEMIC; 
it is PRACTICAL knowledge! 

 
A righteous person takes COMFORT knowing that 

• God KNOWS he/she is suffering 

• GOD KNOWS what suffering is like 
o God knows the pains associated with suffering 

(Emotional, physical, mental…) 
 
Resting in God’s Omniscience keeps a righteous person 
ANCHORED in the midst of Suffering 

• It keeps a righteous person from “Cursing God” 

• It keeps a righteous person from living in paranoia 
 

A Righteous Person FOCUSES on God’s Attributes 
 
Attribute: God is All-Powerful 

• Remember Satan had to ask permission to do the 
things he did to Job 

• Remember, God put a limit on how much Satan 
could do to Job! 

 
In the midst of his suffering, Job stayed anchored in the 
belief that God is still all-powerful! 

• Job 9:5-10 He removes mountains without their 
knowledge, overturning them in his anger. 6 He 



shakes the earth from its place so that its pillars 
tremble. 7 He commands the sun not to shine and 
seals off the stars. 8 He alone stretches out the 
heavens and treads on the waves of the sea. 9 He 
makes the stars: the Bear, Orion, the Pleiades, and 
the constellations of the southern sky. 10 He does 
great and unsearchable things, wonders without 
number.  

 
Job 12:10 “The life of every living thing is in his hand, as 
well as the breath of all humanity. 

• God has no limits with reference to His power to do 
what is possible 

• God is in control of all things. 
 
A righteous person takes COMFORT knowing that 

• God can end the suffering 
o Since God can end the suffering but has chosen 

NOT to end it, the righteous person knows 
he/she can trust God. WHY?  
▪ Because God has chosen NOT to end the 

suffering in order to  

• Make the righteous person stronger 

• Use the righteous person as a 
testimony to others 



• Purify the righteous person—to expose 
something in the person’s life 
previously unknown.  

 
A righteous person takes COMFORT knowing that even 
though he/she may suffer in this life—maybe for his/her 
entire life—there is coming a day when God will end ALL 
suffering! 

• There is coming a day when Satan will be cast into 
HELL forever 

• There is coming a day when there is no more crying, 
sorrow, sickness, pain or death! 

 
“It will be worth it all when we see Jesus!  

Life's trials will seem so small when we see Christ.  
One glimpse of his dear face, all sorrow will erase.  

 So, bravely run the race till we see Christ.” 
 

Sometimes the day seems long, Our trials hard to bear. 
We’re tempted to complain, to murmur and despair. 
But Christ will soon appear to catch his bride away! 

All tears forever over in God's eternal day! 
 

“It will be worth it all when we see Jesus!  
Life's trials will seem so small when we see Christ.  
One glimpse of his dear face, all sorrow will erase.  



 So, bravely run the race till we see Christ.” 
 

Attribute: God is All-Powerful  
 
Job 12:13-25 “Wisdom and strength belong to God; 
counsel and understanding are his. 14 Whatever he tears 
down cannot be rebuilt; whoever he imprisons cannot be 
released. 15 When he withholds water, everything dries 
up, and when he releases it, it destroys the land. 16 True 
wisdom and power belong to him. The deceived and the 
deceiver are his. 17 He leads counselors away barefoot 
and makes judges go mad. 18 He releases the bonds put 
on by kings and fastens a belt around their waists. 19 He 
leads priests away barefoot and overthrows established 
leaders. 20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech and 
takes away the elders’ good judgment. 21 He pours out 
contempt on nobles and disarms the strong. 22 He 
reveals mysteries from the darkness and brings the 
deepest darkness into the light. 23 He makes nations 
great, then destroys them; he enlarges nations, then 
leads them away. 24 He deprives the world’s leaders of 
reason, and makes them wander in a trackless 
wasteland. 25 They grope around in darkness without 
light; he makes them stagger like a drunkard. 
 



YES! God can and may end our suffering now. If not, God 
will end it when we go home to heaven! 
 
The question is NOT: Is my suffering too much for God to 
handle, but HOW am I going to respond to God in my 
suffering?  

• Am I going to stay anchored to WHO GOD is?  
 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 

of suffering? 
A Righteous Person KNOWS his/her Place 

 
Job knew that he was a mere man—a mere mortal!  

• Job knew that he could NOT tell God WHAT to do! 

• Job knew that he could MAKE God do anything! 
 
Job 9:16-21 “If I summoned him and he answered me, I 
do not believe he would pay attention to what I said. 17 
He batters me with a whirlwind and multiplies my 
wounds without cause. 18 He doesn’t let me catch my 
breath but fills me with bitter experiences.  

• 19 If it is a matter of strength, look, he is the 
powerful one!  

• If it is a matter of justice, who can summon him?  

• 20 Even if I were in the right, my own mouth would 
condemn me; 



• if I were blameless, my mouth would declare me 
guilty.” 

 
A righteous person knows that God is God and he/she is 
not! 

• A righteous person knows that he/she is FINITE  
o FINITE in knowledge 
o FINITE in understanding 
o FINITE in physical power 

• A righteous person knows that he/she is a created 
being and NOT the CREATOR 
o A righteous person knows that he/she cannot 

MAKE GOD do anything! 
 

A Righteous Person Suffers in Total Surrender 
 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 

of suffering? 
A Righteous Person Holds Fast to His/Her Faith 

 
When a righteous person suffers, it can be lightning rod 
for mocker, sneering, questioning, etc.  

• Job had a reputation as a “righteous man” and now 
he is suffering! 
o The common wisdom was “Suffering is the 

RESULT of Judgement by God” 



 
The fact that Job was suffering was well-known 

• His three friends had all traveled in from long 
distances! 

 
Job’s suffering was embarrassing to him! 

• Based on the accusations of his friends, Job’s 
response seemed to be mocked. 

 
Job 12:4 “I am a laughingstock to my friends, by calling 
on God, who answers me. The righteous and blameless 
man is a laughingstock.”  

• Job FEELS the PEER PRESURE: “I am a laughingstock 
to my friends” 
o WHY? Because he keeps “Calling on God.” 

 
Yet, Job stays anchored to his belief and trust of God 
despite his suffering! 

• Job 13:15 “Even if he kills me, I will hope in him.” 
 
Job stays anchored to God even though—from his 
perspective—God had done this to him! 

• Job 17:6-9 “He has made me an object of scorn to 
the people; I have become a man people spit at. 7 
My eyes have grown dim from grief, and my whole 
body has become but a shadow. 8 The upright are 



appalled at this, and the innocent are roused against 
the godless. 9 Yet the righteous person will hold to 
his way, and the one whose hands are clean will 
grow stronger. 

 
SUFFERING is the #1 Reason many people cite for 
REJECTING God! 

• WHEN a believer continues to  
o “Hope in God” 
o “Call upon God”  
o “hold onto his way” 

▪ Unbelievers cannot understand why! 

• They think you are a “laughingstock” 
o You are scorned and mocked as 

being gullible 
 
WHY does a “righteous person” hold on in the midst of 
suffering?  

• Convinced there is a God 
 
WHY is a “righteous person” Convinced there is a God? 

• Testimony of Creation 

• Internal witness to God’s reality 

• Experienced a relationship with God 
o Convinced that Jesus is the “Way, the truth, and 

the life” 



o Indwelt by the Holy Spirit resulting in a 
relationship with God  

 
SUFFERING Shows what you are convinced of! 

• A “righteous person” is Convinced that God knows 
their suffering  

• A “righteous person” is Convinced God understand 
the pain they are enduring 

• A “righteous person” is Convinced God loves them—
even in the midst of suffering 

• A “righteous person” is Convinced God is in control  

• A “righteous person” is Convinced God is allowing 
his/her suffering for a reason 

• A “righteous person” is Convinced God has a future 
of NO SUFFERING awaiting 

 
Job 27:1-6 “Job continued his discourse, saying: 2 As God 
lives, who has deprived me of justice, and the Almighty 
who has made me bitter, 3 as long as my breath is still in 
me and the breath from God remains in my nostrils,  

• 4 my lips will not speak unjustly,  

• and my tongue will not utter deceit.  

• 5 I will never affirm that you [Bildad] are right. I will 
maintain my integrity until I die.  

• 6 I will cling to my righteousness and never let it go. 
My conscience will not accuse me as long as I live! 



 
Even though Job felt God had “deprived [him] of justice, 
and the Almighty who [had] made me bitter” he still 
refused to sin against God! 

• Job made conscious choices about how he would 
talk! 

• Job made conscious choices about WHAT he would 
hold onto  
o Job determined he would not SIN in the midst of 

his suffering! 
 

WE 
 

Job was not a PERFECT man, but he was a “Righteous” 
man! 

• He obeyed God 

• He submitted himself to God 

• He treated his servants rightly 

• He treated people justly 
 
Yet, this “righteous” man was afflicted with Suffering! 

• Along with the suffering came the Peer PRESSURE to 
Sin 

• Along with the suffering came the Peer PRESSURE to 
become paranoid about possible sin in his life 



• Along with the suffering came the Peer PRESSURE to 
believe what people were saying about him. 

 
In his moment of weakness, Job determined to stay 
anchored God! 

• Anchored to his beliefs about God’s knowledge, 
wisdom and power 

• Anchored to his place as a human 

• Anchored to his faith 
 
PQ: Do you Suffer as a Righteous Person? 

• Suffering will come 

• Suffering will reveal your TRUE beliefs! 
 
How have you dealt with suffering in the past?  

• Did you waver in your faith?  
o If so, why?  
o If so, what have you done to shore up your 

anchor? 
 
How have you dealt with suffering in the past?  

• Did you give into sin?  
o If so, why?  
o If so, what have you done to shore up your 

anchor? 
 



PQ: Do you Suffer as a Righteous Person? 
 


