
Avoiding the BIG Mistake 
Job 37-42:8 

 
ETS: God confronts Job with questions about His majesty 
ESS: The King of the Universe met with Job and He has 
met and will meet with us! 
OSS: I want people to grasp the awesome privilege to 
have an audience with the King 
PQ: Are you ready to meet the King?  
UW: Vindication 
 
 

ME 
 

Have you ever felt VINDICATED?  

• In other words, even though everyone said you were 
wrong, you turned out to be right! 

 
WE 

 
The REASON for the Book of Job is to answer the 

question: 
HOW SHOULD A RIGHTEOUS PERSON SUFFER? 

 
How does a righteous person suffer? 

A Righteous Person Suffers in Total Surrender 



 
How is Total Surrender Possible in Suffering? 

Accepting both BLESSING and ADVERSITY as coming 
from God! 

 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 

of suffering? 
A Righteous Person FOCUSES on God’s Attributes 

 
WHAT keeps a “righteous” person anchored in the midst 

of suffering? 
A Righteous Person Holds Fast to His/Her Faith 

 
However, there is one MISTAKE a Righteous Person can 
make in the midst of suffering! 

• Job made this mistake! 
 
It is a mistake that is easy to make—especially if you 
have been living for God! 

• If you have been walking in obedience and then 
suffering strikes 

• If you have been loving God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength and then suffering strikes! 

 
If Job could make this mistake, we KNOW we can make 
this mistake! 



• What was Job’s mistake?  

• HOW do we AVOID making this same mistake in the 
midst of suffering?  

 
GOD 

Turn to Job 38 

• Job finally receives what he wanted: a meeting with 
the King of the universe! 

• Job gets a chance to plead his case with the King 
 
Yet, Job’s meeting with the King does not go as planned.  
 
We are going to sit-in on Job’s meeting with the King …. 
 
Job 38:1-2 “Then the Lord answered Job from the 
whirlwind.  

• This is quit an entrance: a whirlwind! 
He said: 2 Who is this who obscures my counsel with 
ignorant words?” 

• God is accusing Job of “obscuring his counsel” 

• God is accusing Job of speaking with “ignorant 
words” 

 
At the beginning of the story, we are told … Job 1:22 
“Throughout all this Job did not sin or blame God for 
anything.” 



• Job never “Cursed God”  

• Job never went into a mode of committing sin as a 
way to “Get back at God” 

 
However, in answering his critical friends, Job made a 
major mistake—it is a mistake WE can make too! 
 
What was Job’s mistake?  

• Job always vindicated himself, but never vindicated 
God! 
o Job always defended HIS actions, but he didn’t 

defend God’s action in allowing the suffering! 
o Job always maintained his blamelessness but he 

didn’t argue that God was blameless in allowing 
his suffering.  

 
Despite his mistake, God gives Job what he wanted: An 
audience with the King of the Universe 

• God immediately accuses Job of “obscuring His 
counsel with Ignorant words” 
o Neither Job (nor his friends) knew what they 

were talking about when it came to “WHY” Job’s 
suffering was occurring. 

 
God gives Job what he wanted: An audience with the 
King of the Universe 



• God challenges Job to show how smart he is: Job 
38:3 “Get ready to answer me like a man; when I 
question you, you will inform me.” 

 
Here is Jobs’ chance to prove he knows what he is talking 
about!  

 
I am going to read the next few chapters because I want 
you to answer along with Job and see how smart we are 

compared to God! 
 

• IMAGINE that WE are JOB and WE are having a 
meeting with God! 
o If God were to ask US these questions, how 

would WE answer them?  
 
Job 38:4-5 “Where were you when I established the 
earth? 

• Was anyone here when the world was created? 

• Does anyone know of any scientist who was there 
when the world was created?  

 
Tell me, if you have understanding. 5 Who fixed its 
dimensions? Certainly you know! 
Who stretched a measuring line across it?” 

• Did anyone here decide the size of the earth?  



• Does anyone here have a measuring tape big 
enough to measure the earth? 

 
Job 38:6-7 What supports its foundations? Or who laid its 
cornerstone 7 while the morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 

• Good question! What does support the earth? 

• Hmmm, sounds like humans were not the first thing 
created by God, but angels! 
o I guess God is capable of creating more than just 

one type of being! 
 

How do avoid the mistake of NOT vindicating God? 
Acknowledge God as Creator 

 
Job 38:8-11 “Who enclosed the sea behind doors when it 
burst from the womb,9 when I made the clouds its 
garment and total darkness its blanket, 10 when I 
determined its boundaries and put its bars and doors in 
place, 11 when I declared, “You may come this far, but 
no farther; 
your proud waves stop here”? 

• God is taking credit for all this! 
o “I made the clouds” 
o “I determined its boundaries” 
o “I declared” 



• God set the boundaries for the oceans 
Is any human capable of doing these things? NO 
 
Job 38:12-13 Have you ever in your life commanded the 
morning or assigned the dawn its place, 13 so it may 
seize the edges of the earth and shake the wicked out of 
it? 

• Short answer: “NO” 
o I have not “commanded the morning” 
o I have not “assigned the dawn its place” 

Can any human do these things? No! 
 
Job 38:14-15 “The earth is changed as clay is by a seal; its 
hills stand out like the folds of a garment. 15 Light is 
withheld from the wicked, and the arm raised in violence 
is broken.” 

• Sounds like God is also a God of Justice! 
 
More questions—I want you to answer “Yes” or “No” out 
loud with me: Job 38:16 “Have you traveled to the 
sources of the sea or walked in the depths of the oceans? 
NO! 

• BTW: How deep is the ocean?  
o On average the ocean is 2.3 miles (3.7 

kilometers) deep 



o 2019: Victor Vescovo reached a deeper part of 
Challenger Deep at 35,853 feet, breaking the 
record for the deepest dive in DSV Limiting 
Factor—that’s almost 7 miles deep! 

• God has “walked the depths of the oceans” 
o He has “walked” where the amount pressure is 

over 1,000 times that of on the surface of the 
ocean—no human can live withstand that 
amount of pressure.  

 
Yes or No… 
 
Job 38:17- 

• Have the gates of death been revealed to you? No! 

• Have you seen the gates of deep darkness? No! 

• 18 Have you comprehended the extent of the earth? 
No! 

Tell me, if you know all this. 
 

• 19 Where is the road to the home of light? I don’t 
know! 

• Do you know where darkness lives, 20 so you can 
lead it back to its border? No! 

• Are you familiar with the paths to its home? No! 

• 21 Don’t you know? No! 
You were already born; you have lived so long! 



• Sounds like God is being sarcastic! 
 

• 22 Have you entered the place where the snow is 
stored? No! 

• Or have you seen the storehouses of hail, 23 which I 
hold in reserve for times of trouble, for the day of 
warfare and battle? No! 

 
These are not “Yes or No” questions…. 

• 24 What road leads to the place where light is 
dispersed? I don’t know! 

• Where is the source of the east wind that spreads 
across the earth? I don’t know! 

 
25 Who cuts a channel for the flooding rain or clears the 
way for lightning, 26 to bring rain on an uninhabited 
land, on a desert with no human life, 27 to satisfy the 
parched wasteland and cause the grass to sprout? God 
does this! It is certainly not us! 
 

• 28 Does the rain have a father? I guess you are! 

• Who fathered the drops of dew? I guess you do! 

• 29 Whose womb did the ice come from? I guess it is 
yours! 

 



Who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 when water 
becomes as hard as stone, and the surface of the watery 
depths is frozen? You did 
 
Back to “Yes or No…” 

• 31 Can you fasten the chains of the Pleiades or 
loosen the belt of Orion? NO! Those are stars in the 
sky and I can’t even reach them! 

• 32 Can you bring out the constellations in their 
season and lead the Bear and her cubs? NO 

• 33 Do you know the laws of heaven? NO 

• Can you impose its authority on earth? NO 

• 34 Can you command the clouds so that a flood of 
water covers you? NO 

• 35 Can you send out lightning bolts, and they go? NO 

• Do they report to you, “Here we are”? NO 
 
These are not “Yes or No” questions…. 
36 Who put wisdom in the heart or gave the mind 
understanding? It’ wasn’t me! 
37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? I sure 
don’t! 
Or who can tilt the water jars of heaven 38 when the 
dust hardens like cast metal and the clods of dirt stick 
together? I can’t 
 



39 Can you hunt prey for a lioness or satisfy the appetite 
of young lions40 when they crouch in their dens and lie 
in wait within their lairs? No 
41 Who provides the raven’s food when its young cry out 
to God and wander about for lack of food? I don’t 

How do avoid the mistake of NOT vindicating God? 
Acknowledge that God Sustains the Universe! 

 
Are you feeling ignorant? 
Do you feel powerless?  
 
The questioning continues…. Back to “Yes or No…” 
 
Job 39:1  

• Do you know when mountain goats give birth? NO 

• Have you watched the deer in labor? NO 

• 2 Can you count the months they are pregnant so 
you can know the time they give birth? NO! I don’t 
know what day to start the count! 

 
3 They crouch down to give birth to their young; they 
deliver their newborn. 4 Their offspring are healthy and 
grow up in the open field. They leave and do not return. 
These are not “Yes or No” questions…. 

• 5 Who set the wild donkey free? I didn’t 



• Who released the swift donkey from its harness? I 
didn’t 

6 I made the desert its home, and the salty wasteland its 
dwelling. 7 It scoffs at the noise of the village and never 
hears the shouts of a driver. 8 It roams the mountains for 
its pastureland, searching for anything green.  
 
Back to “Yes or No…” 

• 9 Would the wild ox be willing to serve you? No—
they’d rather gore me! 

• Would it spend the night by your feeding trough? 
NO—they are wild! 

• 10 Can you hold the wild ox to a furrow by its 
harness? No-they are too strong! 

• Will it plow the valleys behind you? NO—they are 
wild! 

• 11 Can you depend on it because its strength is 
great? NO—they are wild! 

• Would you leave it to do your hard work? NO—they 
are wild! 

• 12 Can you trust the wild ox to harvest your grain 
and bring it to your threshing floor? NO—they are 
wild! 

 
I think God has a sense of humor with this one…. 



13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, (I will agree that 
an ostrich is a funny looking bird—not sure why You 
created them except for comic relief!) but are her 
feathers and plumage like the stork’s? 
 
14 She abandons her eggs on the ground and lets them 
be warmed in the sand. 15 She forgets that a foot may 
crush them or that some wild animal may trample them. 
16 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not her 
own, with no fear that her labor may have been in vain. 
17 For God has deprived her of wisdom; he has not 
endowed her with understanding. 18 When she proudly 
spreads her wings, she laughs at the horse and its rider. 

• Obviously, you can endow creatures with whatever 
level of wisdom you want them to have! 

 
Back to “Yes or No…” 

• 19 Do you give strength to the horse? NO! 

• Do you adorn his neck with a mane? NO! 

• 20 Do you make him leap like a locust? NO!  
 
His proud snorting fills one with terror. 21 He paws in the 
valley and rejoices in his strength; he charges into battle. 
22 He laughs at fear, since he is afraid of nothing; he 
does not run from the sword. 23 A quiver rattles at his 
side, along with a flashing spear and a javelin. 24 He 



charges ahead with trembling rage;  he cannot stand still 
at the sound of the ram’s horn. 25 When the ram’s horn 
blasts, he snorts defiantly. He smells the battle from a 
distance; he hears the officers’ shouts and the battle cry. 

• Clearly You create various animals with various 
qualities, strengths and dispositions!  

 
Back to “Yes or No…” 

• 26 Does the hawk take flight by your understanding 
and spread its wings to the south? NO! 

• 27 Does the eagle soar at your command and make 
its nest on high? NO! 

28 It lives on a cliff where it spends the night; its 
stronghold is on a rocky crag. 29 From there it searches 
for prey; its eyes penetrate the distance. 30 Its brood 
gulps down blood, and where the slain are, it is there. 
 

How do avoid the mistake of NOT vindicating God? 
Acknowledge that God Knows the Universe! 

 
Job 40:1-2 The Lord answered Job: 2 Will the one who 
contends with the Almighty correct him? 

• How would you answer that question?  
Let him who argues with God give an answer. 
 
God asks for an answer and look what Job says… 



• Job 40:3-4 Then Job answered the Lord: 4 I am so 
insignificant. How can I answer you? I place my hand 
over my mouth. 5 I have spoken once, and I will not 
reply; twice, but now I can add nothing. 

 
Job was NEVER speechless when it came to responding 
to his friends Eliphaz, Bildad or Zophar, but he is 
speechless now! 

• Job tried to vindicate himself before his friends 

• He is NOT trying to vindicate himself now! 
o NO talk of his integrity, blamelessness, or the 

good he did in the past—he is speechless. 
 
There is coming a day when we will all stand before God! 

• Believers will stand before Christ at the Judgement 
Seat of Christ! 
o We will be judged about HOW we have used our 

time, energy, finances on earth for the 
furtherance of His Kingdom. 

o We will be judged on what we have done with 
what we have been given! 
▪ Parable of the talents! 

• It is NOT about HOW MUCH you have 
done, but rather WHAT you have DONE 
with WHAT you have been GIVEN! 



• UNbelievers will stand before God at the end of time 
(Rev. 20) 
o The books will be opened that contain records 

of everyone’s deeds, whether they are good or 
evil.  
▪ IT will be shown that no one has had 

enough “good deeds” to earn his/her way 
to heaven.  

o Also at this time, another book is opened, called 
the “book of life.  
▪ It is this book that determines whether a 

person will inherit eternal life with God or 
receive everlasting punishment in the lake 
of fire.  

• “Anyone’s name” that is not “found 
written in the book of life” will be 
“thrown into the lake of fire” 
(Revelation 20:15). 

 
Some people have this idea that when they stand before 
God, they will “tell God off” or “Bargain with God” or 
“explain to God that He didn’t give them enough 
information”  

• If Job was left basically speechless and absolutely 
unable to vindicate himself before God, then don’t 



think you will be able to any different when you are 
standing before God in HIS throne room! 

 
Just in case you think you are stronger than Job, notice 
that God does not relent in the questions! 
 
Round #2! 
 
Job 40:6-7 Then the Lord answered Job from the 
whirlwind: 7 Get ready to answer me like a man; When I 
question you, you will inform me.” 

• God throws down the gauntlet! “Ok Job, you tell me 
the answers. Here we go!” 

 
Back to “Yes or No…” 
 
Job 40:8-9 

• Would you really challenge my justice? NO! 

• Would you declare me guilty to justify yourself? NO! 

• Do you have an arm like God’s? NO! 

• Can you thunder with a voice like his? NO! 
 
God’s challenge to Job…Job 40:10 Adorn yourself with 
majesty and splendor, and clothe yourself with honor 
and glory. 11 Pour out your raging anger; look on every 
proud person and humiliate him. 12 Look on every proud 



person and humble him; trample the wicked where they 
stand. 13 Hide them together in the dust; imprison them 
in the grave. 14 Then I will confess to you that your own 
right hand can deliver you.” 
 
Can We do this?  

• Can we Adorn ourselves with majesty and splendor?  
NO! 

• Can we clothe yourself with honor and glory? NO! 

• Can we look on every proud person and humiliate 
him?  NO! 

• Can we trample the wicked where they stand?  NO! 
 
Now, God makes Job (and us) feel really small—even in 
our own world! 
 
The descriptions God is giving to Job sound very similar 
to what we call dinosaurs and Pre-historic animals! 
 
Job 40:15 Look at Behemoth, which I made along with 
you.  

• Wait a second! These massive creatures were made 
“Along with humans”! 

 
Look at the description of this “Behemoth”: He eats grass 
like cattle. 16 Look at the strength of his back and the 



power in the muscles of his belly. 17 He stiffens his tail 
like a cedar tree; the tendons of his thighs are woven 
firmly together. 18 His bones are bronze tubes; his limbs 
are like iron rods. 19 He is the foremost of God’s works; 
only his Maker can draw the sword against him. 20 The 
hills yield food for him, while all sorts of wild animals play 
there. 21 He lies under the lotus plants, hiding in the 
protection of marshy reeds. 22 Lotus plants cover him 
with their shade; the willows by the brook surround him. 
23 Though the river rages, Behemoth is unafraid; he 
remains confident, even if the Jordan surges up to his 
mouth. 24 Can anyone capture him while he looks on, or 
pierce his nose with snares? NO! 
 
The BIG Animals continue in Job 41  
Back to “Yes or No…” 

• Can you pull in Leviathan with a hook or tie his 
tongue down with a rope? NO!  

• 2 Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce his 
jaw with a hook? NO!  

• 3 Will he beg you for mercy or speak softly to you? 
NO!  

• 4 Will he make a covenant with you so that you can 
take him as a slave forever? NO!  

• 5 Can you play with him like a bird or put him on a 
leash for your girls? NO! 



• 6 Will traders bargain for him or divide him among 
the merchants? NO!  

• 7 Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head with 
fishing spears? NO! 

 
8 Lay a hand on him. You will remember the battle and 
never repeat it! 9 Any hope of capturing him proves 
false. Does a person not collapse at the very sight of him? 
Yes! 
 

• 10 No one is ferocious enough to rouse Leviathan; 
who then can stand against me? No one! 

• 11 Who confronted me, that I should repay him? NO 
One! 

 
Everything under heaven belongs to me. 
 
12 I cannot be silent about his limbs, his power, and his 
graceful proportions. 13 Who can strip off his outer 
covering? NO One! 
Who can penetrate his double lay er of armor? NO One! 
14 Who can open his jaws, surrounded by those 
terrifying teeth? NO One! 
 
15 His pride is in his rows of scales, closely sealed 
together. 16 One scale is so close to another that no air 



can pass between them. 17 They are joined to one 
another, so closely connected they cannot be separated. 
18 His snorting flashes with light, while his eyes are like 
the rays of dawn. 19 Flaming torches shoot from his 
mouth; fiery sparks fly out!  20 Smoke billows from his 
nostrils as from a boiling pot or burning reeds. 21 His 
breath sets coals ablaze, and flames pour out of his 
mouth.  

• NOTE: This sounds like a Dragon! 
 
22 Strength resides in his neck, and dismay dances 
before him. 23 The folds of his flesh are joined together, 
solid as metal and immovable. 24 His heart is as hard as a 
rock, as hard as a lower millstone! 25 When Leviathan 
rises, the mighty are terrified; they withdraw because of 
his thrashing. 26 The sword that reaches him will have no 
effect, nor will a spear, dart, or arrow. 27 He regards iron 
as straw, and bronze as rotten wood. 28 No arrow can 
make him flee; slingstones become like stubble to him. 
29 A club is regarded as stubble, and he laughs at the 
sound of a javelin. 30 His undersides are jagged 
potsherds, spreading the mud like a threshing sledge. 31 
He makes the depths seethe like a cauldron; he makes 
the sea like an ointment jar. 32 He leaves a shining wake 
behind him; one would think the deep had gray hair! 33 
He has no equal on earth— a creature devoid of fear! 34 



He surveys everything that is haughty; he is king over all 
the proud beasts. 
 
Job answers God…Job 42:1-8 “Then Job replied to the 
Lord: 2 I know that you can do anything and no plan of 
yours can be thwarted.  
 
Job answers God’s question: 3 You asked, “Who is this 
who conceals my counsel with ignorance?” 

• “Surely I spoke about things I did not understand, 
things too wondrous for me to know. 4 You said, 
“Listen now, and I will speak. When I question you, 
you will inform me.” 5 I had heard reports about 
you, but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore, I 
reject my words and am sorry for them; I am dust 
and ashes.” 

 
Job realized his Mistake: He didn’t vindicate God! 

• God allowed his suffering and Job should have 
argued that God knew what He was doing! 

 
Challenge: 

VINDICATE GOD in the Midst of Suffering! 
 
Was it wrong for Job to question God?  



• No, it is not wrong to ask God questions in the midst 
of suffering.  
o However, it is wrong not to vindicate God—not 

to acknowledge that God is right in allowing the 
suffering! 
▪ It is wrong to NOT TRUST God’s heart! 

 
Communion 

 
Think about it, the God of the Universe who…. 

• established the earth  

• fixed its dimensions  

• supports its foundations  

• laid its cornerstone  

• enclosed the sea behind doors  

• commanded the morning  

• has seen the gates of deep darkness  

• comprehends the extent of the earth where 
darkness lives  

• knows the source of the east wind  

• knows the laws of heaven  

• sends out lightning bolts  

• puts wisdom in the heart  

• provides the raven’s food  

• gives strength to the horse  



• created the Behemoth and Leviathan 
 
Think about it, the God of the Universe who did all these 
things took on human flesh! 

• Myths are full of god/man creatures, but they don’t 
do what the One True God did! 
o Mythological characters don’t die for the sins of 

humanity! 
▪ Typically, Mythological characters indulge 

their own fleshly appetites!  

• Jesus Christ stands apart from all so-called gods 
o He took on human flesh and served—He didn’t 

demand to be served! 
o He took on human flesh and suffered and died 

at OUR hands! 
 
THE CROSS IS THE ULTIMATE SYMBOL OF GOD’S 
VINDICATION! 

• WE have not excuse NOT to vindicate God b/c we 
have the cross! 

 
Think about is, the God of the Universe is asking us to 
Remember Him 

• He is asking we Remember His BLOOD poured out 
for our sins 



• He is asking we Remember His BODY—broken 
because of our sins 

• He is asking we Remember His HUMILITY and 
allowing US to crucify Him 

• He is asking we Remember his LOVE which 
compelled Him to go to the cross 

 
One day, Christ will return and once again VINDICATE 
Himself! 

• He will CLEAR His Name 

• He will bring JUSTICE to this earth 

• His timing in human history will be VINDICATED 

• The reason He allowed Suffering will be VINDICATED 
 
Think about it, one day we will eat with the God of the 
Universe 

• He is asking us to look forward to that day when we 
eat and drink with Him in His Father’s kingdom! 

 
Let’s Remember what the God of the Universe did for us! 


