
Why Jesus Offends People 
Luke 4:16-30 

 
ETS: Luke showed why people are offended by Jesus and 
their reaction to Him 
ESS: Those who reject Jesus are “offended” by Him and 
do not experience His work in their lives 
OSS:  I want believers to know why Jesus offends people 
UW: Offended 
PQ: Does Jesus offend you?  
 

ME 
 
What does it mean to be offended? 

• Feel Insulted 
 
Out-dated insults: 

• In 19th century politics, if you were called a 
SNOLLYGOSTER, you were being called an 
unprincipled, but shrewd person.  

• If you were called a LICKSPITTLE in the 17th, you 
were being called a suck-up. 

• If you were called a SMELLFUNGUS in the 17th, you 
were being called a person who finds fault in 
everything.  

 



Those are OUTDATED insults, but we have modern-day 
insults 

• There are some words today that are so insulting 
that to use them may get you fired or castigated 

 
Has some insulted you? 

• Called you a hurtful name? 

• Gave you a hurtful label? 
 
When you are OFFENDED, you FEEL: Hurt, upset, and 
angry 
When you are OFFENDED, you may seek REVENGE 
 
WE are offended when someone uses a WORD or an 
ACTION that is in conflict with what we feel is and believe 
is the right way to ACT or TALK. 
 
No one likes to be offended! 

WE 
 
Have you OFFENDED someone? 

• Have you ever said something that HURT someone 
else? 
o Do you remember how you felt? 

 



When it comes to Jesus, do you find yourself afraid that 
your belief will offend someone?  
Have you found yourself afraid to share Jesus because 
you are afraid you will Offend that person? 
 
Someone wrote: “Jesus is the most controversial man of 
all time” 

• Based on the number of times an article is edited, 
Wikipedia ranked Jesus as the #3 Most Offensive 
person (Behind George W. Bush and Michael 
Jackson)! 

 
Jesus is a polarizing—and for many—an OFFENSIVE 
person 

• Why are some people so offended by Jesus? 

• Why do some people have a negative reaction to 
Jesus? 

• Who ISN’T offended by Jesus and WHY aren’t they 
offended by Jesus? 

• HOW must we live out our faith if Jesus is offensive? 
 

GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 4:14 
 
Background: 



• Jesus Baptized by John the Baptist (3:21-22) 

• Led into wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted 
by Satan (4:1-13) 
o HALT 
o Overcome Temptation by knowing your Identity 
o Overcome Temptation by Worship 
o Overcome Temptation by Using Scripture 

o Overcome Temptation by being filled by the 
Holy Spirit  

 
Luke 4:14-15 Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the power 
of the Spirit, and news about him spread throughout the 
entire vicinity. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, 
being praised by everyone. 

• Luke is giving a summation of what has happened 
since Jesus returned. 
o Jesus has been “teaching in their synagogues” in 

the area of Galilee 
▪ Include Capernaum, Cana, Nain, etc.  

o There are things that the other Gospels record 
as having happened during this time, but Luke 
does not record them here. 
▪ Luke’s goals is to “write an orderly account” 

(1:3) of Jesus’ life for his Gentile Christian 
audience. 



• Luke is not trying to write a chronology 
of Jesus’ life 

• Luke is arranging the account of Jesus’ 
life to make theological points to his 
original Gentile audience  

 
The other Gospels record some of the events that 
happen prior to what Luke is about to share, but Luke 
wants to first show us how Jesus was responded to by 
people in His hometown. 

• If you are going to write an “orderly account” (1:3) of 
Jesus’ ministry, then it would make sense to start 
first by answering the question: How did the people 
in Jesus’ hometown respond to Him? 

 
Did the people in Jesus’ hometown accept or reject Him 
as the Messiah? 

• Why did the people in Jesus’ hometown accept or 
reject Him as the Messiah? 

• How did the people in Jesus’ hometown respond to 
His claim as the Messiah? 

 
The REACTION of those in Jesus’ hometown to Him, will 
give us a GLIMPSE of how people may later REACT to 
Jesus OUTSIDE of His hometown and WHY they may react 
to Him that way.  



 
Luke 4:16 He came to Nazareth (Jesus’ hometown—
where He’d been raised since about age 2 or 3) where he 
had been brought up. As usual, he entered the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read.  

• Jesus’ custom was to attend synagogue on the 
Sabbath 
o He’d been attending synagogue on the Sabbath 

in Nazareth since he was a child! 
 
Luke 4:17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him, and unrolling the scroll, He found the place where it 
was written…  

• Traditionally, 7 readers who read from the Torah  

• After the 7th reader an 8th reader was chosen to read 
from the Haftarah (Heb. ַהְפָטָרה) 
o The Haftarah (Heb. ַהְפָטָרה) is a selection from 

the Prophets (Nav’im) 

• The 8th reader was the final reader--Jesus was asked 
to be the final reader! 

 
Jesus is given the “scroll of the prophet Isaiah” 

• was given to him = seems to indicate Isaiah was the 
reading from the prophets for the day.  
o Implication: Jesus showing up that this 

particular synagogue was not random.  



o Implication: God is in control of situation 
Luke is recording this to show WHY people are often 
OFFENDED by Jesus  
 
Jesus reads from Isaiah 61:1-2 Luke 4:18-20 The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set free the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor. 20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back 
to the attendant, and sat down. 

• Jesus deliberately stops 
o rolled up the scroll,  
o gave it back to the attendant,  
o sat down 

• Indication that Jesus had no intention of reading 
further! 

 
Was there MORE to read? Yes!  

• Jesus didn’t finish the sentence from Isaiah 61:2: 
“and the day of our God’s vengeance;  

• Why did Jesus stop reading? 

• Why did Jesus stop abruptly? 
Jesus reads part of the reading, rolls up the scroll, hands 
it back to the attendant and sits down! 
 



 And the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed 
on him. 

• Can you FEEL the TENSION in the air?  
 
Remember, Luke told us that this event happened after 
Jesus had been traveling around Galilee and “teaching in 
their synagogues”  

• News of Jesus’ teaching and miracles had preceded 
his arrival back into His hometown 
o There is a High-Level of Expectation and 

Anticipation! 
▪ If Jesus had done great things in OTHER 

TOWNS, then surely, He will do an ENCORE 
performance in His hometown! 

 
Jesus was the last reader—perhaps on purpose—so He 
could comment on what He read 

• Maybe the synagogue leaders wanted to give Jesus 
time to expound and teach so they put Him as the 
last reader! 

• There is anticipation! 
 
The TENSION and ANTICIPATION are HANING in the air!  
Luke 4:21 “He began by saying to them, “Today as you 
listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.”  

• NOT “this Scripture IS BEING fulfilled”  



o Jesus is proclaiming this Scripture “Has been 
fulfilled as they listen to it!” 
▪ Is Jesus is proclaiming Himself to be the 

fulfillment of an age-old prophecy of 
Isaiah? 

• This is a BIG CLAIM—Eyebrows are 
certainly being raised! 

 
If this PROPHECY has been “Fulfilled” by Jesus then that 
means that  

• “The Spirit of the Lord is on Jesus (v. 18) 

• Jesus has been “anointed by God” 

• Jesus’ mission is “to preach good news” 

• The people whom Jesus is going to “to preach good 
news” are “the poor, the captives, the blind, the 
oppressed.” 

 
STOP THE TAPE! 

• This is NOT the anticipated Messiah’s mission of the 
Old Testament! 
o The anticipated Messiah will  

▪ Vanquish Israel’s enemies 
▪ Rule from Jerusalem 
▪ Bring prosperity to Israel 
▪ Ensure the peace of Israel 



▪ Establish Israel as leader among the 
nations! 

 
To CLAIM He has been “Anointed” by God to “to preach 
good news” to “the poor, the captives, the blind, the 
oppressed” DOES NOT comport with what they were 
anticipating! 

• This CLAIM is OFFENSIVE! 
o This claim is saying that the RELIGIOUS leaders 

were WRONG in their understanding of the 
Messiah who was to come! 

 
Jesus is Offensive to some because…. 

Jesus’ Mission Offends  
 
It offends because it CONFLICTS with our DESIRES 
 
Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed” 
 
Jesus was “anointed” to “preach good news to the poor” 
(v. 18) 

• What does that mean?  



o What it doesn’t mean is that Jesus came to 
make “poor” people wealthy! 
▪ During His ministry, Jesus never made 

anyone rich financially! 

• He never imparted secrets to beating 
the stock market 

• He never taught classes on how to be a 
successful entrepreneur or “How to 
win friends and influence people” 

▪ Jesus attracted far more financially POOR 
people than RICH people! 

 
What does that mean that Jesus was “anointed” to 
“preach good news to the poor”?  

• Jesus’ mission was NOT to FINANCIALLY POOR 
people but to people who were “poor in spirit” 
o What does it meant to be “poor in spirit”? 

▪ “Poor in spirit = humble in heart and 
searching for truth 

• Jesus came to deliver from spiritual poverty!! 
 
Jesus was “anointed” to “to proclaim release to the 
captives” (v. 18) 

• Do you know of any stories of Jesus breaking 
someone out of jail?  



o In fact, Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus 
came to Galilee after His cousin John the 
Baptist was put into prison! 
▪ Jesus NEVER even visited John the Baptist 

while he was in prison much less tried to 
break Him out! 

 
Jesus was “anointed” to “to proclaim release to the 
captives” (v. 18) 

• Who are the captives? 
o Spiritual: People who are held captive to sin and 

want to find release! 
o Jesus’ mission was NOT to break people out of 

prison but to people who are held captive to sin 
and wanted release! 

• Jesus came to deliver from spiritual captivity! 
 
Jesus was “anointed” to “[give] recovery of sight to the 
blind” (v. 18) 

• Did Jesus heal some people who were PHYSICALLY 
blind? Yes! 
o Did Jesus heal ALL the blind people in Israel? 

NO! 

• WHO are the “blind” people Jesus was sent to heal?  
o Jesus came to deliver from spiritual blindness! 

 



Jesus was “anointed” to “set free the oppressed” (v. 18) 

• Did Jesus lift the oppression off the Jews? 

• Who are the “Oppressed” that Jesus came to 
deliver? 
o Jesus came to deliver from the oppression of 

sin! 
▪ Who/What is oppressing them? 

 
Are we talking about the Jews who were “poor, captive, 
oppressed, or blind? 
o Was Jesus sent only to the Jews? No! 

 
Luke 4:19 “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

• The “Lord’s favor” upon whom? EVERYONE! 

• Starting When? NOW! 
o Jesus proclaimed a new ERA which is NOW until 

the 2nd coming 
 
Remember, Jesus stopped the reading abruptly, rolled 
up the scroll and set down—He didn’t want to continue 
the reading! 
o Why? Because the next line in the reading did NOT 

pertain to Jesus’ current mission! 

• The next line in Isaiah 61:2 is “and the day of our 
God’s vengeance” (IS. 61:2) 

 



Jesus did not come to “seek God’s vengeance” –which is 
what the Jewish people were hoping Jesus had come to 
do! 
o Vengeance on their enemies, their oppressors, their 

persecutors! 
o That was THEIR DESIRES! 

 
Jesus made it clear that His Mission CONFLICTED with 
their desires! 
 
Why did Jesus NOT read that line? 

• Before the rest of Isaiah 61 could be fulfilled, the 
things Jesus came to do had to be accomplished 
first—defeat of sin and death via the cross!! 
o When Jesus returns, He will then fulfill Isaiah 

61:2 completely and the rest of the prophecies.  
 

Jesus is Offensive to some because…. 
Jesus’ Humanity Offends  

 
In music, dissonance is created when two notes put 
together sound harsh or unresolved 
o Give examples: m2, tritone, M7 

 
Have you heard of Cognitive Dissonance?  



o Cognitive Dissonance is the discomfort experienced 
when holding two or more conflicting beliefs, 
attitudes or behaviors.  
o For example, if you say “killing animals is wrong, 

but you order a hamburger at Burger King” you 
have cognitive dissonance” 

 
How do people deal with cognitive dissonance?  
o We try to alter our beliefs 

o “I seldom order a hamburger” 
o We try to trivialize 

o “One hamburger isn’t going to hurt. 
Unfortunately, the animal has already been 
killed.” 

o We try to add 
o “I know I shouldn’t order the hamburger, but 

I’m better than most people because I support 
PETA and participate in the marches for animal 
rights” 

o We try to deny 
o “My ordering a hamburger has nothing to do 

with the killing of animals for consumption. I 
didn’t kill the cow!” 

 
Jesus was NOT what they were expecting when it came 
to the Messiah! 



 
Luke 4:22 They were all speaking well of him and were 
amazed by the gracious words that came from his 
mouth; yet they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

• Do you see the PIVOT word?  
o Pivot word: “Yet” 

 
Jesus created Cognitive Dissonance! 
o Claim by Jesus: “I am the fulfillment of prophecy” 
o Dissonance: You are man! We watched you grow up! 

We know your family! How can you be “Anointed by 
God” to do these things?  

 
Jesus created Cognitive Dissonance! 
o Claim by Jesus: “I have come to proclaim the good 

news” 
o Dissonance: “You aren’t mentioning anything the 

promised Messiah would do!” 
 
Both Matthew and Mark give us a little more description 
of the objections that were being raised by the people: 
 
Mark 6:1-3 “He left there and came to his hometown, 
and his disciples followed him. 2 When the Sabbath 
came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many 
who heard him were astonished. “Where did this man 



get these things?” they said. “What is this wisdom that 
has been given to him, and how are these miracles 
performed by his hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary, and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and 
Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” So they were 
offended by him.” 
o There was some real cognitive dissonance! 

o How can Jesus be the prophesied Messiah? 
▪ Jesus does even seem to want to go 

through with the Messiah’s mission—“to 
bring the day of God’s vengeance”! 

 
Matthew’s account is very similar! 
o In both Matthew and Mark’s account, it is noted that 

the “They were offended by Him” 
 
Luke 4:23 Then he said to them, “No doubt you will 
quote this proverb to me: ‘Doctor, heal yourself. What 
we’ve heard that took place in Capernaum, do here in 
your hometown also.’” 
 
Luke didn’t record much of what happened at 
Capernaum  
o The other gospels tell us that in Capernaum, Jesus 

o Healed of the centurion’s son 



o Exorcised an unclean spirit from a man in 
Capernaum's synagogue, 

o Healed Peter's mother-in-law 
o Many people in the city bring Him their friends 

and relatives who are sick or being oppressed 
by demons  

 
The people in Jesus’ hometown are expecting some 
VALIDATION of Jesus’ claim! 
o They want to see demons driven out of people 
o They want to see people healed of diseases too! 

 
But, Jesus just “sits” there! 
o Jesus doesn’t single out anyone in the crowd for 

healing—like He did on occasion 
 
To be fair, no one is apparently coming to Jesus to be 
healed either! 
o When Jesus went to other towns, people flocked to 

Him for physical healing, but apparently no one is 
asking Jesus to heal them in His hometown! 

o Apparently, they just can’t believe that the 
hometown boy is anything more than the local 
carpenter whom they saw grow up! 

 



Then Jesus insults them with the truth: Luke 4:24 “He 
also said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown.” 
o Clearly, their lack of coming to Jesus for healing 

shows their lack of belief! 
o No one wants to HUMBLE himself/herself 

enough to ask the hometown boy to heal them! 
▪ Think about it: It would require a lot of 

humility and faith to ask the local 
carpenter, Jesus, to heal you of a disease! 

• He had no credentials 

• They knew His family. 
o People OUTSIDE of Nazareth may not have a big 

issue about asking Jesus to heal and help them, 
but the people who saw Jesus grow up, can’t 
bring themselves to ask Jesus for healing/help! 

 
Jesus is creating Cognitive Dissonance for the hometown 
people! 
 

Jesus is Offensive to some because…. 
Jesus’ Honesty Offends 

 
There are things we KNOW about, but we never talk 
about—especially when it comes to God 
 



For example, we know blast praise to God on Facebook 
when someone we love is healed miraculously. We stay 
silent when God choose NOT to heal someone! 
o When God chooses NOT to act according to our 

desires, it can create cognitive dissonance! 
o “If God loves me, why didn’t He listen to my 

prayer for healing?” 
o “If God loves me, why does He allow me to 

suffer?” 
 
Jesus “Goes there” 
o Jesus brings up a point everyone KNOWS but that 

“isn’t going to preach!” 
o Jesus brings up a point everyone KNOWS but isn’t 

going to be posted on Facebook because it seems to 
undermine God’s love for us! 

 
Luke 4:25-26 But I say to you, there were certainly many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut 
up for three years and six months while a great famine 
came over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any 
of them except a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.” 
o Reality: there were “many widows in Israel” in 

Elijah’s day but Elijah was NOT SENT to Israel! 
o I thought the Jews were God’s chosen people! 



▪ Why didn’t God send Elijah to help out the 
widows in Israel? 

 
By the way, where is Sidon? 

• Sidon = is north of Israel  

• It is a Greek name for a Gentile city 

• Today, it is located in the area of Lebanon 
 
God sent Elijah to the GENTILES! 
o Talk about a “gut-punch” to the Jews—especially the 

Jewish widows who needed help! 
 
WHY did God “Send” Elijah to this woman? 
 
Jesus gives another illustration: Luke 4:27 “And in the 
prophet Elisha’s time, there were many in Israel who had 
leprosy, and yet not one of them was cleansed except 
Naaman the Syrian.” 
 
What was Naaman?  

• Syrian = Gentile who came from OUTSIDE Israel for 
help! 
o A Non-Israelite receiving healing 

 
Jesus’ illustration of healing includes two GENTILES! 



• Perhaps Luke includes the story because it relates to 
his Gentile audience! 

 
WHY did God respond to these Gentiles and not the 
Jews? 
o Cognitive dissonance between the fact that the Jews 

are God’s Elect; Yet God brought healing to the 
Gentiles and ignore the Jews who needed 
healing/help too! 

 
Is Jesus connecting the fact that Isaiah 61:1-2 is for all 
who believe?  

• Is He illustrating that His mission is NOT just for the 
Jews, but is for all who will come to Him in faith?  

• Naaman “WENT” to Elisha for help 
o Naaman was willing to obey Elisha’s command 

 
What is the POINT of all this? 
o Was Jesus just trying to “tick off” his fellow 

hometown folks?  
 
If Jesus’ point was to pick a fight, He was successful! 
 
Luke 4:28 When they heard this, everyone in the 
synagogue was enraged.  

• WHY were they enraged? 



o Enraged that Jesus wasn’t there to “entertain”? 
o Enraged that Jesus wasn’t there for them by 

default? 
o Enraged that Jesus wasn’t there for ALL of Israel 

simple because of their heritage? 
 
We have a group that has gone from being “Offended” to 
being “Enraged”! 
o Clearly, this CHURCH SERVICE was not going to end 

well!! 
 
Luke 4:29-30 “They got up, drove him out of town, and 
brought him to the edge of the hill that their town was 
built on, intending to hurl him over the cliff. 30 But he 
passed right through the crowd and went on his way.” 
 

WE 
 

Reality: Jesus is offensive to some people! 
o We must accept this fact! 

o The closer we get to the return of Jesus, the 
more offensive Jesus is going to be to many 
people. 
▪ In fact, you are going to see more 

“professed believers” who turn away from 
Christ as “the love of many will grow cold.” 



WHO does Jesus NOT offend? 
o Answer:  

o Look at the people whom God sent Elijah and 
Elisha 

o Look at the type of people God “anointed” Jesus 
to “preach the Good News” to. 

 
Jesus Mission is to the Unoffended 

 
Elijah was “Sent” to the widow in Sidon because God 
knew she would act in faith! 
o God knew she would do what the prophet Elijah told 

her even though he was a Jew and she was a gentile 
o God knew she would not allow objections to stand 

in her way.  

• She was a woman of faith! 

• She was a woman who would trust God to provide 
when given the opportunity. 

 
Naaman, a Gentile, likewise had to put aside his pride 
and do what Elisha told him to do. 
 
Both Mark and Matthew state that Jesus did “not do 
many miracles” in Nazareth “because of their unbelief” 
o Jesus will not FORCE Himself on anyone! 

 



If you want to know God, if you want to have a personal 
relationship with God, you “must believe that He is and 
that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him.” 
o You must “Draw near to God and He will draw near 

to you.” 
 
Those who recognize their spiritual poverty are looking 
for help 
Those who recognize their spiritual captivity are looking 
for a deliverer 
Those who recognize their spiritual blindness are looking 
to see the truth 
Those who recognize their spiritual oppression are 
looking for freedom from the power of sin! 
 
It is THOSE type of People that God is attracted to! 
o God is NOT attracted to the hard-hearted, the 

unwilling, the ones who think they know it all.  
 
Who Experiences Jesus? 

• Those who are spiritually desperate 
o Blind, brokenhearted, oppressed 

• Those who are willing to Trust Him  
o Even if it means doing the uncomfortable 

(Naaman, Widow) 



 
YOU 

 
PQ: Does Jesus offend you?  
o Do you struggle with placing your faith and trust in 

Jesus?  
o If so, WHY?  

 
A lot of people point to Jesus’ followers as an excuse as 
to why they won’t follow Jesus! 
o Challenge: Don’t look at Jesus followers; start with 

Jesus! 
o If you are going to be offended, let your offense 

be with Jesus! 
▪ If your offense is with Jesus, WHY does He 

offend you?  
 
Does Jesus offend you because His teachings don’t make 
you feel good about living in sin?  
o Reality: Jesus never excuses sin; Jesus calls all of us 

to “Repent” or Turn from our sins! 
 
Does Jesus offend you because there is cognitive 
dissonance? 
o Where is the dissonance? 
o Why is their dissonance?  



o Is the dissonance really more about an excuse 
NOT to follow Jesus rather than a real conflict? 

 
Does Jesus offend you because God didn’t act in a way 
you wanted Him to? 

 
Jesus was offensive to the hometown people because He 
was making the claim to be the One God had “anointed” 
to carry out His mission and they didn’t want to accept 
that fact—despite any evidence to the contrary.  
 
You can be offended by Jesus to your grave and into an 
eternity without Jesus OR you can HUMBLE yourself and 
come to Jesus asking for Him to set you FREE from the 
power and eternal consequence of your sin.  


