
What is the Kingdom of God? 
Luke 4:31-41 

 
ETS: Jesus inaugurated the Kingdom of God 
ESS: The Kingdom of God is ruled by the authority and 
power of King: Jesus 
OSS: I want people to understand what the Kingdom of 
God is and who it is for 
PQ: Are you Part of the Kingdom of God?  
UW: Kingdom  
 

ME 
I have ADHD-most likely 
Very active imagination 
Often accused of “Daydreaming” in school 

• Character Flaw: Still struggle with listening-
especially if I…. 
o Know where the story is going (Not a fan of 

comedy sitcoms because I see the punch line 
coming from a mile away; therefore, they are 
not funny to me) 

o Have heard the story before 
o Don’t see the connection to my life/interests 

▪ Have to make an effort to “Engage” myself 
sometimes or my mind wonders. 

 



Due to my active imagination, I have had a history of 
creating of my own imaginary kingdom 

• Building cities in the dirt 

• Flying my Lego spaceship through my imaginary 
kingdom 

• Advanced to a train set with my own little cities 

• Highland Park in the basement area sounded like 
one was in the bottom of a spaceship, used to 
imaging I was the captain and we were in the ship.  

 
WE 

 
Have YOU ever imagined YOUR Own Kingdom?  

• Ladies: Imagine growing up and being “MOM” to a 
brood of children 

• Men: Being the CEO of the company and running 
things “The way they should be run.” 

 
Maybe your “Kingdom” wasn’t that grand 

• Maybe your “kingdom” is your Garage—where you 
know where everything is located and you have 
“reign”  

• Maybe your “kingdom” is your sewing room 
 



Maybe your “kingdom” is found in fantasy novels you 
like to read and you imagine yourself as being the Leader 
of the group as you seek out Narnia! 
 
I think we all want a KINGDOM of some sort! 
 
HOW is your Kingdom, YOUR kingdom?  

• It is where YOU are the RULER 

• It is where YOU have the AUTHORITY over your 
SUBJECTS or what is PERMITTED or NOT PERMITTED 
in your kingdom! 

• It is where YOUR subjects must carry out your 
COMMANDS or face the consequences! 

 
Let’s talk about another kingdom: The Kingdom of God! 
 
WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 

• What are the characteristics? 
 
WHEN is the Kingdom of God? 

• Is the Kingdom of God NOW?  
o If it is NOW, why is the world in such a mess?  

• Is the Kingdom of God FUTURE?  
 
WHO experiences the Kingdom of God? 

• Does EVERYONE experience God’s Kingdom? 



• Or is the Kingdom of God experiences ONLY by a 
certain group? 

 
WHERE is the Kingdom of God on display? 

• Is it one display in the world we live in? 

• Is it just a FANTASY of what WE hope to see one 
day?  

 
GOD 

 
Turn to Luke 4 
 
Background: 

• Jesus has been baptized by John the Baptist 

• Jesus went through 40 days of temptation in 
wilderness and won!! 

• Jesus at Nazareth and the reaction to Jesus 
o Jesus offended people by His claims 
o Jesus offended people by His mission 

▪ His hometown people did not respond 
favorably to Jesus because they could not 
believe the “home town boy” was the 
Messiah! 

 
REMEMBER…  



• Luke is recounting the events in Jesus’ life in an 
“orderly sequence” (1:3-4) 

• Luke has in mind a gentile Christian audience who 
wants to know the story of Jesus in an “well-
researched, orderly sequence” (1:3-4) 

• Luke is NOT trying to be CHRONOLOGY, but 
THEOLOGICAL in the “orderly sequence” he is 
presenting to Gentile readers.  

 
What has been the THEOLOGICAL Sequence so far?  

• Ch. 1: Jesus Revealed to be the coming Messiah 

• Ch. 2: His birth as the Messiah 
o His UNDERSTANDING that God is His “Father” at 

age 12 

• Ch. 3: His Seal of Approval given by God the Father 
and the Holy Spirit at His baptism 
o His legal claim to Messiahship is proven in the 

genealogy 

• Ch. 4: His Victory over the temptation to sin 
 
The NEXT STEP in the “orderly Sequence” of Jesus’ 
ministry is the INAGURATION of His Kingdom—the 
Kingdom of God! 
 
WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 

• What are the characteristics? 



 
WHEN is the Kingdom of God? 

• Is the Kingdom of God Now?  
o If it is NOW, why is the world in such a mess?  

• Is the Kingdom of God FUTURE?  
 
WHO experiences the Kingdom of God? 

• Does EVERYONE experience God’s Kingdom? 

• Or is the Kingdom of God experiences ONLY by a 
certain group? 

 
WHERE is the Kingdom of God on display? 

• Is it one display in the world we live in? 

• Is it just a FANTASY of what WE hope to see one 
day?  

 
WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 

The Kingdom of God is ruled by the authority and power 
of King: Jesus 

 
What does that look like to have a kingdom ruled by the 
authority and power of Jesus?  
 
Luke 4:31 “Then he [Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a 
town in Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath. 

• Same region as Nazareth (“Galilee”) 



o Heavily Gentile in its population (Matthew 

4:14–15) 
o Herod Antipas ruled the Galilee and persecuted 

the followers of Jesus. 
▪ It was he who murdered John the Baptist. 

“went down to Capernaum” 

• North of Nazareth 

• Northwestern side of the Sea of Galilee 

• Capernaum was a small to medium-sized town.  
o Most of the inhabitants were fishermen or 

farmers. 

• Although Capernaum was a small village, it was near 
an important road that led to Damascus.  
o It was a good place to meet and influence 

people. 

• It was a customs station, and the residence of a high 
officer of the king (Matthew 9:9 John 4:46, etc.).  
o It was occupied by a detachment of Roman 

soldiers, whose commander thought the good 
will of the people worth securing at the expense 
of building for them a synagogue which stood 
by the sea (Matthew 8:5 Luke 7:5).  

 
Same pattern (“was teaching them on the Sabbath) 

• Jesus goes to the synagogue that had been built for 
the Jews by the Romans. 



• Jesus had just done the same thing in Nazareth 

• Jesus typically started in a new city by teaching in 
the synagogues 

 
Jesus’ Authority and Power Are Evident 

 
Luke 4:32 They were astonished at his teaching because 
his message had authority. 

• “astonished” = favorite word of Luke 
o Previously used when Jesus stayed at the 

temple at age 12. His parents were “astonished” 
when they found him teaching and asking 
questions of the temple teachers.  

o Here, the people at the synagogue in 
Capernaum are “astonished” at Jesus’ teaching 
“because his message had authority.” (Mark 
1:22) 

 
Jesus is being recognized by the people as one whose 
message had “authority”! 

• If you are going to be the King over a kingdom, your 
message needs to have authority 
o People need to recognize your message as one 

coming from someone who has authority.  
 
It was evident that Jesus’ had an authoritative message! 



• Those in the synagogue recognized Jesus as one 
having authority! 

 
Jesus’ Authority and Power Were Evident 

 
HOW far does Jesus’ authority extend?  
WHO is subject to Jesus’ authority? 
 
Luke is about to show us the answer to these questions … 
 
Luke 4:33-34 “In the synagogue there was a man with an 
unclean demonic spirit who cried out with a loud voice, 
34 “Leave us alone! What do you have to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

• This man may have appeared “Normal” until Jesus 
showed up! 
o Maybe he was like the people of Capernaum 

(and other locations) who went through the 
rituals yet were not committed to God. 

 
Notice what the demon proclaims: 

• Jesus’ name: Jesus 

• Jesus’ hometown: “Of Nazareth” 

• Jesus’ power: “Have you come to destroy us?” 

• Jesus Identity: “The Holy One of God” 



 
This demon possessed man recognized what the people 
in Jesus’ hometown did not! 

• Even though Jesus was “Joseph’s son” and was a 
local carpenter, the demon saw Jesus as “the Holy 
One of God” and that Jesus had authority over the 
unseen realm! 

 
Although Luke notes the man is possessed by “AN 
unclean spirit”, notice what the demon acknowledges—
there are MANY demons at work:  

• Leave US alone!  

• What do you have to do with US, Jesus of Nazareth?  

• Have you come to destroy US? 
 
What are demons?  

• Demons are fallen angels who, along with Satan, 
chose to rebel against God. 

• Some of the demons are already locked “in 
darkness, bound with everlasting chains” (Jude 1:6) 
for their sin when they cohabited with women in 
Genesis 6. 

• Others are free to roam and are referred to as “the 
powers of this dark world and . . . the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms” in Ephesians 6:12 (cf. 
Colossians 2:15). 



• The demons follow Satan as their leader 

• Demons, as spirit beings, have the ability to take 
possession of a physical body.  
o Demonic possession occurs when a person’s 

body is completely controlled by a demon.  
▪ This cannot happen to a child of God, since 

the Holy Spirit resides in the heart of the 
believer in Christ (1 John 4:4). 

 
Demons are described as: 

• evil spirits (Matthew 10:1),  

• unclean spirits (Mark 1:27; Lk. 4:33),  

• lying spirits (1 Kings 22:23)  

• angels of Satan (Revelation 12:9).  
 
What do demons do? 

• Satan and his demons deceive the world (2 
Corinthians 4:4),  

• Promulgate false doctrine (1 Timothy 4:1),  

• Attack Christians (2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 5:8), 
and  

• Combat the holy angels (Revelation 12:4–9). 
 
Christ’s AUTHORITY over demons 

• Christ has “disarmed the powers and authorities,” 
and He has “made a public spectacle of them, 



triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians 
2:15).  

• As we submit to God and resist the devil, we have 
nothing to fear. “The one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

 
Notice what the demons REVEAL—FEAR! 

• You DON’T express FEAR unless someone or 
something is MORE POWERFUL than you! 

• Demon: Fear of being destroyed by Jesus! 
o Jesus’ authority over the demons was one of the 

proofs that He was indeed the Son of God (Luke 
11:20). 

 
Whenever Jesus encounters demons, they always 
respond in fear to Jesus! 

• Directly across from Capernaum, Jesus encountered 
another demon who asked: “Have you come here to 
torture us before the appointed time?’” (Matthew 
8:29).  

▪ The demons know their end will be one of 
torment. 

 
Whenever Jesus encounters demons, they know they 
cannot override His AUTHORITY over them—they have 
to do as Jesus tells them! 



 
Luke 4:35 “But Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be silent 
and come out of him!” And throwing him down before 
them, the demon came out of him without hurting him at 
all.” 

• Jesus gave the demon two commands: “Be silent” 
and “Come out of him.” 
o The demon HAD to obey because Jesus has 

AUTHORITY over demons! “The demon came 
out of him” 

• The demon DID NOT “push his luck”! 
o “The demon came out of him without hurting 

him at all” 
 
Luke 4:36 Amazement came over them all, and they 
were saying to one another, “What is this message? For 
he commands the unclean spirits with authority and 
power, and they come out!”  

• Amazement = another favorite word of Luke 
o Earlier in Nazareth, the people in the synagogue 

were “Amazed by the gracious words that came 
from his mouth” (Lk. 4:22) 

o When Jesus was found in the temple at age 12, 
his parents “were amazed at what was being 
said about him.” (Lk. 2:33) 



o When Jesus was born and the shepherds were 
telling people about the angels and their 
message, “all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them.” (Lk. 2:18) 

 
“Amazed” at what? 

• Jesus’ message to the demon! 

• Jesus “authority and power” 

• The demon’s obedience to Jesus’ command! 
 

Jesus’ Authority and Power Were Evident 
 
Luke 4:37 “And news about him began to go out to every 
place in the vicinity.” 
 
HOW far does Jesus’ authority and power extend?  
WHO is subject to Jesus’ authority? 
 
Luke 4:38 “After he left the synagogue, he entered 
Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering 
from a high fever, and they asked him about her. 39 So 
he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. 
She got up immediately and began to serve them.” 

• Authority and power over sickness: Fever 
o Healing was “immediate” 



▪ Just like the healing of the man with the 
demon 

o Healing was complete “and began to serve 
them.” 
▪ Just like the man healed of the demon, 

there were no aftereffects. 
 
Luke 4:40 “When the sun was setting, all those who had 
anyone sick with various diseases brought them to him. 
As he laid his hands on each one of them, he healed 
them.” 

• Evening of the Sabbath 
o People were free to move about, per Pharisaical 

restrictions, since the Sabbath was over. 

• Jesus healed 
o Anyone who was “brought to Him” 
o “Various diseases” 

• Jesus “laid his hands on each one of them” 
 
Luke 4:41 Also, demons (back to the supernatural) were 
coming out of many, shouting and saying, “You are the 
Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow 
them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.” 

• Demons are distinct from the healing of “various 
diseases” 



o Jesus’ authority and power extends over the 
unseen realm! 

 
Once again, the demons recognize WHO Jesus is: “You 
are the Son of God!” 
HUGE IDENTIFICATION!  

• The phrase ““You are the Son of God!” would have 
been a revelation because the rabbis never taught 
that God had a Son! 

 
The belief that God had a son would be completely 
AGAINST what the Jews believed! 

• According to Judaic beliefs, the Torah rules out a 
trinitarian God.  
o For example, Deuteronomy (6:4) "Hear Israel, 

the Lord is our God, the Lord is one” and 
Judaism does not recognize that God is ONE and 
yet consist of THREE Persons: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit (The Trinity) 

• Judaism teaches that it is heretical for any man to 
claim to be God, part of God, or the literal son of 
God.  
o The Jerusalem Talmud (Ta'anit 2:1) states 

explicitly: "if a man claims to be God, he is a 
liar." 

 



Jesus ISN’T proclaiming Himself to be the “Son of God” 
the DEMONS are proclaiming Jesus to be the “Son of 
God”! 

• The demon in the possessed man called Jesus “The 
Holy One OF God” 

• The other demons refine the charge to “You are the 
Son of God!” 

 
To hear demon possessed people proclaim “You are the 
Son of God” would have cause a BIG STIR—especially 
among the religious leaders! 

• Inadvertently or ON PURPOSE, the demons are 
REVEALING WHO Jesus is—The King! 

 
Luke 4:42 “When it was day, he went out and made his 
way to a deserted place. But the crowds were searching 
for him. They came to him and tried to keep him from 
leaving them.  

• The next day (Sunday) 

• Luke doesn’t say WHY Jesus “made his way to a 
deserted place” but later Luke notes, “Yet he often 
withdrew to deserted places and prayed.” (Lk. 5:16) 

• Luke notes that the people of Capernaum, “tried to 
keep him from leaving them” 

 



Luke 4:43 “But he said to them, “It is necessary for me to 
proclaim the good news about the kingdom of God to 
the other towns also, because I was sent for this 
purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of 
Judea.” 

• Jesus Purpose: “to proclaim the good news about 
the kingdom of God” 
o Jesus was “sent for this purpose” 

• 1st time in Luke’s Gospel Jesus uses the phrase 
“Kingdom of God”! 

 
I did a quick phrase search on the “kingdom of God” in 
the Gospels, and I found that…. 

• Matthew: 5 References to the “kingdom of God” 

• Mark: 14 References to the “kingdom of God” 

• Luke: 31 References to the “kingdom of God” 

• John: 2 References to the “kingdom of God” 
According to Mark, Jesus has been teaching about the 
Kingdom of God since He returned from the wilderness 
(Mark 1:14-15)  

• But this is the 1st Time of many more to come, that 
LUKE refers to the Kingdom of God! 
o Luke is now introducing the Kingdom of God to 

us! 
 
WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 



• Kingdom = Area ruled by the authority of a King or 
Queen 
o Kingdom of God = where God has all authority 

and power 
 
WHY does Luke have Jesus referring to the Kingdom of 
God at this point?  

• Luke has been showing us Jesus’ authority and 
power over disease and demons are pointing to the 
fact that the KING of Creation has arrived! 
o Luke 4:32 “They were astonished at his teaching 

because his message had authority.” 
o Luke 4:36 “Amazement came over them all, and 

they were saying to one another, “What is this 
message? For he commands the unclean spirits 
with authority and power, and they come out!” 

 
Another interesting word search: Authority 

• Matthew “Authority” 9x 

• Mark “Authority” 10x 

• Luke “Authority” 16x 
o Luke refers to Jesus’ authority more than any 

other Gospel writer! 

• John “Authority” 3x 
 
Luke’s references to Jesus’ POWER: 



• Mathew “Power” 5x’s 

• Mark “Power” 7x’s 

• Luke: “Power” 11x’s 
o Luke refers to Jesus’ “POWER” more than any 

other Gospel writer! 
o Luke 3:16a “John answered them all, “I baptize 

you with water, but one who is more powerful 
than I am is coming.” 

o Luke 4:14 “Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 
throughout the entire vicinity.” 

o Luke 4:36 “Amazement came over them all, and 
they were saying to one another, “What is this 
message? For he commands the unclean spirits 
with authority and power, and they come out!” 

• John: 1x 
 
Luke has been revealing that Jesus is inaugurating His 
Kingdom. 

• Jesus Kingdom is one in which He has “Authority” 
over all diseases and demons 
o He can command a FEVER to leave 
o He can command Demons NOT to speak 
o He can command Demons to LEAVE a person 
o He has “Authority” in how He teaches 



• Jesus Kingdom is one in which He has “Power” over 
all diseases and demons 
o He has the POWER to Heal diseases 
o He has the POWER to drive out demons 

• Jesus Kingdom is one in which He is NOT beholden to 
the DESIRES of the People 
o They came to him and tried to keep him from 

leaving them….“But he said to them, “It is 
necessary for me to proclaim the good news 
about the kingdom of God to the other towns 
also… (vss. 42-43) 

• Jesus Kingdom is for “the other towns also…” 
o Luke 4:44 “And he was preaching in the 

synagogues of Judea.” 
 

Jesus’ inauguration of His kingdom is “Good News of 
God!” 

• Good News to those who are “Blinded” by sin 

• Good News to those who are “Held Captive” by sin 
and its effects (in some cases, demon possession) 

• Good News to those who are “Poor” in Spirit, who 
are humbling seeking God 

• Good News to those who are “Oppressed” by sin 
and demonic oppression 

 
Theological relationship to PRECEDDING Passage? 



• People in Nazareth DID NOT Believe Jesus was the 
“anointed one from God” 

• People in Nazareth DID NOT experience the 
Kingdom of God—in fact, they REJECTED the King! 

• The people in Capernaum who responded to Jesus’ 
authority and power, experienced Jesus’ authority 
and power over natural and the supernatural! 

 
YOU  

 
Is Jesus’ Kingdom NOW? 

• Yes and No! 
o Jesus has power over creation and the 

supernatural, but He is not fully exercising His 
power, but ONE DAY He will!  

o Jesus is ALLOWING the “god of this world: 
Satan” to have sway over the world as God 
brings about the culmination of His plan.  

o Although BELIEVERS live in this world, our focus 
and desire should be for the day when KING 
JESUS rules COMPLETELY over this world-as He 
current does in heaven 
▪ “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.” 
o Although BELIEVERS live in this world, our focus 

and desire should be to introduce people to 



King Jesus so that they can experience His rule 
and power in their own lives! 
▪ In fact, the more WE recognize Jesus’ power 

and authority over our decisions and lives, 
the more we experience the RULE of KING 
JESUS in our hearts! 

 
WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 

• It is where God’s POWER and AUTHORITY are on 
complete display! 

 
What are the characteristics of the Kingdom of God? 

• Submission to the authority of God 

• Experiencing the power of God 

•  
WHEN is the Kingdom of God? 

• Is the Kingdom of God Now? YES 
o To become a BELIEVER, you need to SUBMIT to 

Christ’s AUTHORITY over your sin! 
o IF a person becomes a BELIEVER, he/she 

EXPERIENCES God’s AUTHORITY and POWER in 
his/her life! 

• Is the Kingdom of God Now? Not completely in this 
world! 
o Satan and his demons are still allowed to reign 

and work in this world, but they do not have 



AUTHORITY over BELIEVERS nor do they have 
POWER over BELIEVERS 
▪ Satan’s rule and authority extends ONLY to 

unbelievers and the world’s system. 

• Is the FULLNESS of the Kingdom of God FUTURE? YES 
o The Kingdom of God will manifest itself on earth 

when Jesus returns to set up His rule and reign 
over all the earth for 1,000 years! 
▪ Satan and his demons will be vanquished 

during the 1,000 years! 
o The Kingdom of God will CULMINATE when 

God…. 
▪ PERMANENTLY Vanquishes Satan and his 

followers 
▪ PERMANENTLY removes those refusing to 

believe from the earth 
▪ CREATES a NEW HEAVEN and New EARTH 

where there will no longer be Satan, 
demons, sin, sickness or death! 

 
WHO experiences the Kingdom of God? 

• Believers can NOW experience the Kingdom of God! 
 
Does EVERYONE experience God’s Kingdom? 

• Unbelievers do not experience God’s Kingdom  
 



WHERE is the Kingdom of God on display? 

• Is it one display in the world we live in? 
o It is in the lives of believers as the submit to the 

power and authority of Christ! 
 

 
PQ: Are you experiencing the Kingdom of God?  

• Have you experienced HEALING from Sin? 

• Have you experienced reconciliation with God? 

• Do you see God at work in your life?  

• Do you see God at work around you? 

• Are you experiencing the RULE of the KING in your 
life?  

 
Jesus, the “holy one of God” the “Son of God” can give 
you freedom from the tyranny of sin! 
 

WE 


