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1The Influence of Africans in Scripture 
Various Texts 

 
ETS: God has used the African people in His plan and 
purpose of bringing salvation to humanity 
ESS: God uses African people in His plan and purpose of 
bringing salvation to humanity 
OSS: I want black and white Christians to celebrate and 
acknowledge the role of Africans in the Scriptures 
UW: African 
PQ: Are you going to be a part of our diverse family?  
 

WE 
 

When I first came to WBC we worked for a few months 
to develop Vision and Mission Statements 

• The church had lost over ½ of the congregation  

• Those who stayed were determined that God had 
called WBC to stay in this community. 

 
PROBLEM: WBC’s demographics did not match our 
community 

• The consensus by many was that WBC would be 
gone as a church in 5 years or less! 
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o Praise God we are 2 years PAST our prophesied 
death! 

 
We had long discussions about this issue in the church 
meetings and as we sought to formulate our Vision and 
Mission Statements. 

• A Vision is a “Picture of a preferred future” 
o WBC decided that our “Preferred Future” was to 

be “A Diverse Family United in Impacting All 
People for Christ.” 

 
Each word of the Vision Statement is INTENTIONAL. Our 
“preferred future” is to be: 

• Diverse 
o Diverse in age, ethnicity, financial ability, sexes, 

etc. 

• Family  
o We want to treat each other as FAMILY 

• United 
o We will be focused on the main mission: Sharing 

the Gospel and living for Christ 

• Impacting 
o We want to make an impact on our community.  
o We want people to know WBC is here 

• ALL People 
o Again, we want to be a church for “All people”  
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• For Christ 
o Jesus is the driving reason for all that we do! 

God has been blessing us with diversity—we want to be 
diverse! 
 
One of my concerns as a “white” pastor in a largely 
black/Hispanic community was “Am I the right pastor for 
this church?” 

• However, God would not release me from ministry 
at WBC so I felt like that this is where He wants me.  

 
A year or so ago, I decided that I need to educate myself 
more on black history.  

• Laura and I have watched movies and documentaries 
centered around black historical figures 

• For a while Pastor Reginal Fletcher from Living Word 
Baptist Church and I would meet for breakfast and 
discuss issues surrounding the black community. 

• Our ministerial association breakfast is about 30% 
white and the rest of our pastors are Hispanic or 
black, so the breakfasts’ have been a great time to 
discuss issues 

 
I talked to one of our deacons, Rob Cook about my desire 
to learn more about the black community and he loaned 
me some books. 
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One book he loaned me was by Tony Evans—who we 
highlighted this morning.  

• Chapter 2 is called “God’s Perspective on Blacks” and 
the chapter really stood out to me as Tony talked 
about those of African descent that God used in His 
story.  

• When I read the chapter, I felt the Holy Spirit say 
“Someday, you are going to preach what you’ve 
learned to the congregation.” 
o Today, on the last Sunday of black history 

month, I believe that time has come.  
 
We’ve been blessed at WBC to continue to grow diverse 
and God recently brought Jerome and Delorise into our 
family.  

• Jerome is now also serving as our “Outreach Pastor” 
o He is contacting our guests 
o He is leading in taking communion to our 

Homebound members 
o He is helping me in many ways 
o He is part of the men’s group that meets weekly 

• I feel that I connect with Pastor Jerome on a level 
that I’ve not connected with many in the past. 
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I want to do something different today: I want to co-
preach/teach this sermon today with Pastor Jerome.  
 
Why this sermon?  

• I want black and white Christians to celebrate and 
acknowledge the role of Africans in the Scriptures. 
o I want this sermon to be one of encouragement 
o I want this sermon to be one of information 
o I want this sermon to be one of challenge to all 

of us.  
 

GOD 
 

We are going to start at the beginning…. 
 
Beginning: Garden of Eden 

• Genesis 2:8, 10-14 ‘The Lord God planted a garden 
in Eden, in the east, and there he placed the man he 
had formed…A river went out from Eden to water 
the garden. From there it divided and became the 
source of four rivers. 11 The name of the first is 
Pishon, which flows through the entire land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 12 Gold from that land 
is pure; bdellium and onyx are also there. 13 The 
name of the second river is Gihon, which flows 
through the entire land of Cush. 14 The name of the 
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third river is Tigris, which runs east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates.” 
o Today, we have the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 

but we don’t know where the Pishon and Gihon 
rivers were located.  
▪ Because the Tigris and Euphrates rivers are 

located in the Middle East (Iraq) the 
traditional view is that is where the Garden 
of Eden was located. 

• Problem: The flood that God sent in judgement of 
wickedness on the earth greatly changed the 
topography of the world. 
o Ps. 104:8 “At your rebuke the water fled; at the 

sound of your thunder they hurried away—8 
mountains rose and valleys sank—to the place 
you established for them.” 

• There is a lot of debate as to whether the current 
location of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers are the 
same when the world was created. 
o Answers in Genesis, arguably one of the most 

conservative creationist organizations, states: 
“God’s Word makes it clear that the Garden of 
Eden was located where there were four rivers 
coming from one head. No matter how one tries 
to fit this location in the Middle East today, it 
just can’t be done.” 
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What is another possible location for the Garden of 
Eden? 
 
Thanks to DNA technology we may have the strongest 
clue yet! 

• According to an article in the journal, Nature, “after 
the study of maternal genetic lineage of 
anatomically modern humans” they found DNA of 
modern humans matched closest to those living in 
the area.” 
o What was the region? The African nation of 

Botswana with Namibia to the west and 
Zimbabwe to the east. 
▪ Interestingly the area where they found the 

DNA is NOW a desert, but according to the 
evidence, the area was once the largest 
lake in Africa.  

 
Going back to Genesis 2: 13 The name of the second 
river is Gihon, which flows through the entire land of 
Cush.”  

• This river was apparently destroyed in the flood, but 
we know it “flows through the entire land of Cush.”  
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o Moses wrote Genesis after the flood, after the 
tower of Babel, after the descendants of the 
sons of Noah’s had settled.  
▪ The area of Cush would have been settled 

by that time and Cush was/is in Africa—it is 
the area known as Sudan today. 

 
Was the Garden of Eden in the area of Botswana, Africa? 
Possibly 

• If that was the case, Adam and Eve and their 
descendants would have been African in origin. 

• Other evidence that humanity was born in Africa, is 
the oldest tools found to date were found in 
Kenya—which is in Africa.  

 
There is a lot of talk today about skin color…. 
 
What color of skin did Adam and Eve have?  

• The Bible doesn’t say and I think that is ON 
PURPOSE! 
o The story of Adam and Eve is the story that God 

Created Humanity in His Image! 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 “Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, according to our likeness. They will rule the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole 

https://www.history.com/news/hunter-gatherer-tools-breakthroughs
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earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” So God 
created man in his own image; he created him in the 
image of God; he created them male and female.” 

• We DON’T KNOW the skin color of Adam and Eve 

• We DO KNOW that God created Male and Female 

• We DO KNOW that God created Male and Female in 
His Image! 

• We DO KNOW that God created Male and Female to 
procreate and fill the earth with humans. 

• We DO KNOW that God created Male and Female in 
His Image to be stewards of this world! 

 
We don’t know the skin color of Adam and Eve, but the 
fact that they were created in in Africa, it is likely they 
were black or dark-skinned. 
 
Why would they likely have been black or dark-skinned?  
 
Due to humanity’s wickedness, God destroyed 
civilization through a world-wide flood.  

• Only Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives 
were saved by God.  
o Assuming no generational breaks, Noah 

represents the tenth generation from Adam. 
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▪ Noah and his family also would have been 
black or dark-skinned because the lived in 
the same region.  

 
God told Noah to build an ark so as to be saved from 
death via the flood. 
 
According to Genesis 8:4 “The ark came to rest in the 
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on 
the mountains of Ararat.” 

• This area is in the extreme east of the country 
known today as Turkey! 
o So, the restart of humanity was in the Middle 

East-north of Africa on the Continent of Asia 
 
After the flood, Genesis 9:1 “God blessed Noah and his 
sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth.” 

• Instead of “filling the earth”, Noah’s descendants 
remained centralized, built a city called Babel.  
o In Babel they returned to wickedness, and 

defiance of God’s directive 
▪ The symbol of humanity’s defiance was a 

Tower they built at Babel.  
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• God was not going to permit a repeat so God 
destroyed the Tower, scattered the people and 
created multiple languages.  
o Humans had not choice but to scatter and form 

in groups based on their language.  
 
Genesis 10 is a record of where their descendants 
migrated to. 

• Japheth’s descendants went to the north and 

east (Asia, Europe) 

• Shem’s descendants went to the east and 

southeast (Arabia and into Asia) 

• Ham’s descendants went to the west and 

southwest (Arabia, Africa) 

 

 
NO SKIN TONE IS SUPERIOR TO ANOTHER SKIN TONE---
JUST LIKE A MAN IS NOT SUPERIOR TO A WOMAN! 
 

We are ALL the same race-the Human race! 
 
I’ve asked brother Jerome to preach the next part 
because the REALITY: Black and darker-skinned middle-
eastern people are the MAIN characters/writers of 
Scripture! 
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• The Bible was not written by white Europeans or 
Scandinavian people.  
o (America did not exist when the Bible was 

written nor is the North America even 
mentioned because it was NOT KNOWN to the 
writers of Scripture.) 

 
WE may realize that reality on a subconscious level, but 
years of programming via western art, music, movies, 
etc. we have just come to think of the characters of 
Scripture being “White” or European in characteristics.  
 
On this final Sunday of Black History Month, I feel led to 
educate us about the Bible and Black People—in 
particular African people or people of African descent.  

• Much of the Bible takes place in the Middle East on 
the Continent of Asia.  

• But there are many in the Scripture who were from 
the Continent of Africa or had direct links to Africa. 

 
I’ve asked Jerome to introduce us to some of black 
people who are woven into God’s story… 
 

1. The Sons of Ham (JIM) 
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Genesis 10:1 “These are the family records of Noah’s 
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They also had sons after 
the flood.” 
 
Ham was one of the three sons of Noah and it was his 
descendants which began the population of the African 
Continent.  

• Genesis 10:6 “Ham’s sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and 
Canaan” 

 
Cush was the father of the Ethiopian people.  

• Cush and Ethiopia are used interchangeably in the 
Scriptures.  

• Cush is found on the continent of Africa 
 
Later, the Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 18:1-2 as “tall, 
smooth-skinned, feared far and near,” and a “powerful 
nation with a strange language.” 
 
Mizraim was the father of the Egyptian people 

• Egypt is found on the continent of Africa 
 
Put was the father of the people of Libya 

• Libya is found on the continent of Africa 
 
Canaan was the father of the Canaanites 
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• Canaan is found on the continent of Asia in Western 
Asia 

• The Land of Canaan, which became Israel, is at the 
crossroads of Europe, Asia and Africa 

 
The Bible has a glowing report about the Hamites that 
used to live in Canaan. 

• 1 Chronicles gives the genealogy of the Jewish 
people and where they settled after Joshua led them 
to conquer Canaan.  

• 1 Chronicles 4:39-40 “They went to the entrance of 
Gedor, to the east side of the valley to seek pasture 
for their flocks. 40 They found rich, good pasture, 
and the land was broad, peaceful, and quiet, for 
some Hamites had lived there previously. 
o As Tony Evans noted, “Here we have a biblical 

foundation for appropriately placed black pride.” 
▪ The Hamites management of the land 

resulted in a place that was “broad, 
peaceful, and quiet.” 

 
Jerome “Debunking the Myth of Ham” 
 

2. Phinehas (JIM) 
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Years later, Moses and Aaron would be called by God to 
lead the Jewish people out of bondage from Egypt.  

• One of Aaron’s sons was Eleazar 
 
Exodus 6:25 “Aaron’s son Eleazar married one of the 
daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas.” 

• We don’t know Eleazar’s wife’s name, but since he 
was a Levite. As a Levite he could only marry an 
Israelite woman.  
o So, Eleazar’s wife was Jewish 

• We don’t know Eleazar’s wife’s name, but we do 
know her father was named Putiel. 
o The first three letters of his name are “Put” and 

where the name Put is used in the Old 
Testament it usually refers to African peoples. 
(Nah. 3:9, Jer. 46:9, Ezek. 27:10, et al.) 

• Some scholars argue that the name Phinehas means 
“the Negro” or Nubian. 

 
The Jewish-African link is strong in Scripture. For 
example, God says in Amos 9:7a “Israelites, are you not 
like the Cushites to me? This is the Lord’s declaration…? 
 
Phinehas did a couple amazing things.  

• As a young man he showed his zeal for God against 
the immorality into which the Moabites had 
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tempted the people (Numbers 25:1-9), and thus 
stopped a plague that had already killed 24,000 
Israelites. 
o God rewarded Phineas’: “The Lord spoke to 

Moses, 11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of 
Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath 
from the Israelites because he was zealous 
among them with my zeal, so that I did not 
destroy the Israelites in my zeal. 12 Therefore 
declare: I grant him my covenant of peace. 13 It 
will be a covenant of perpetual priesthood for 
him and his future descendants, because he was 
zealous for his God and made atonement for the 
Israelites.” (Numbers 25:10-13) 

• Later, Phineas commanded the army that went out 
against the Midianites (31:6-8). 

 
Phineas played a major role in the spiritual life of Israel 
under Moses 
 

3. Moses’ Wife (JEROME) 
 
Numbers 12:1 “Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses 
because of the Cushite woman he married (for he had 
married a Cushite woman).” 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Numbers+25:1-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Numbers+31:6-8
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• A “Cushite” woman would be a woman from the 
land of Cush. 

• Where is Cush? 
o The country of Sudan would comprise much of 

the area of Cush (as well as some of Egypt) 
o PICTURE of Modern-Day Sudanese Woman 

• Miriam and Aaron are criticizing Moses’ wife over 
something she cannot control—the color of her skin.  

 
Moses,  

• The second most revered man in Judaism after 
Abraham 

• The man God called to lead His people out of Egypt 

• A man who was also a Prophet 

• The man to whom God gave the Law, the Torah 

• A man who wrote Scripture 
o He married an African lady from the land of 

Cush.  
 
God did not have a problem with Moses’ choice for a 
wife, but apparently Miriam and Aaron did—or at least 
they used Moses’ marriage to be critical of Moses. 
 
Numbers 12:2: They said, “Does the Lord speak only 
through Moses? Does he not also speak through us?” 
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• What does these questions have to do with the fact 
that Moses had married an African woman? 
NOTHING! 
o WHY did they use Moses’ marriage to an African 

woman as a reason to critique Moses?  
▪ Because they were trying to tear Moses 

down. 
 
Quite frankly, Miriam and Aaron were using racial 
prejudice as a way to tear down Moses! 
 
God does not tolerate such criticism of His children! 
Numbers 12:9-11: “The Lord’s anger burned against 
them, and he left.  As the cloud moved away from the 
tent, Miriam’s skin suddenly became diseased, 
resembling snow. When Aaron turned toward her, he 
saw that she was diseased 11 and said to Moses, “My 
lord, please don’t hold against us this sin we have so 
foolishly committed.” 

• God judged them for being critical of Moses’ choice 
to marry a Cushite woman! 

• God judged them for their racial prejudice! 
 
ALL of us are born sinners—we all possess a sinful, 
deceitful heart 
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• Racism is NOT relegated to only one “color” of 
people—everyone, no matter what our skin color—
can be guilty of racial prejudice!  
o Aaron and Miriam were Jews from the land of 

Egypt who were using the skin color of Moses’ 
wife as a way to slam Moses! 

 
Clearly, God does not tolerate racial prejudice 

• We are all the human race 

• We are all created in God’s image 

• God is the one who created the various skin colors 
and who made our bodies so they could—over 
generations—lighten or darken to protect us! 

 
4. Ebed-Melech (JIM) 

 
Years later, God would use a Cushite man to save the 
prophet Jeremiah.  
 
The prophet Jeremiah has been put into a cistern 

• He sank in the mud up to his armpits 

• He cannot get out of the cistner 

• There is no water or food for him 
 
Jeremiah was left in the cistern to die a slow death of 
starvation. 
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• WHY? Because he wasn’t prophesying what the 
people and king wanted to hear! 
o He was telling them that they were going to be 

invaded and taken captive and they didn’t want 
to accept that. 
▪ So, if you don’t like the message, you get rid 

of the messenger! 
 
Jeremiah would likely have died if it were not for a man 
named Ebed-Melech 
 
Jeremiah 38:7-11 “But Ebed-melech, a Cushite court 
official in the king’s palace, heard Jeremiah had been put 
into the cistern. While the king was sitting at the 
Benjamin Gate, 8 Ebed-melech went from the king’s 
palace and spoke to the king: 9 “My lord the king, these 
men have been evil in all they have done to the prophet 
Jeremiah. They have dropped him into the cistern where 
he will die from hunger, because there is no more bread 
in the city.” 

• Ebed-melech, an African man, went and pleaded on 
behalf of Jeremiah 
o He was the ONLY ONE standing up for Jeremiah!  

 
10 So the king commanded Ebed-melech, the Cushite, 
“Take from here thirty men under your authority and pull 



21 
 

the prophet Jeremiah up from the cistern before he 
dies.”  
 
11 So Ebed-melech took the men under his authority and 
went to the king’s palace to a place below the 
storehouse. From there he took old rags and worn-out 
clothes and lowered them by ropes to Jeremiah in the 
cistern. 12 Ebed-melech the Cushite called down to 
Jeremiah, “Place these old rags and clothes between 
your armpits and the ropes.” Jeremiah did this. 13 They 
pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the 
cistern, but he remained in the guard’s courtyard.” 
 
What about those of African descent in the New 
Testament? 
 

1. Simon of Cyrene (JEROME) 
 
In the New Testament, God provides the Ultimate Way of 
Redemption through the giving of Jesus Christ as our 
Savior. 

• Only the God-Man Jesus could provide a sacrifice 
acceptable to God’s holiness and justice 

 
As Jesus was carrying His cross to Golgotha, we read in 
Matthew 27:32 “As they were going out, they found a 
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Cyrenian man named Simon. They forced him to carry his 
cross.” 

• Where is Cyrene? 
o Cyrene was an ancient Greek city on the North 

African coast in north-eastern Libya. 
God choose an African man to carry the cross for our 
Savior because His body had been shattered by abuse 
from whippings and beatings.  

• Simon of Cyrene carried Jesus’ cross! 
 

2. Ethiopian Eunuch (JIM) 
 
Christ has resurrected and ascended to heaven after 40 
days 

• The Holy Spirit has come up on the disciples and 
they are preaching the Good News about Jesus 

• Thousands of people in Jerusalem are responding to 
the Gospel 

• Persecution against the church breaks out and 
people like Philip left spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel. 

 
Acts 8:26-28 “An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get 
up and go south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is the desert road.) 27 So he got 
up and went. There was an Ethiopian man, a eunuch and 
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high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 
was in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
worship in Jerusalem 28 and was sitting in his chariot on 
his way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud.” 

• Ethiopia in the Bible refers to the land to the south 
of Egypt in Africa 
o This African man was a “high official of Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians” 
o He was “in charge of her entire treasury” 

• More importantly, he was seeking the truth: “He had 
come to worship in Jerusalem.” 
o He was searching the Scriptures: “reading the 

prophet Isaiah aloud.” 
 
Acts 8:34-38 “The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who 
is the prophet saying this about—himself or someone 
else?” 35 Philip proceeded to tell him the good news 
about Jesus, beginning with that Scripture. As they were 
traveling down the road, they came to some water. The 
eunuch said, “Look, there’s water. What would keep me 
from being baptized?” 38 So he ordered the chariot to 
stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water, and he baptized him.” 
 
The Bible doesn’t say what happened next accept that 
“Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
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did not see him any longer but went on his way 
rejoicing.” (v. 39) 
 
According to church tradition, the eunuch carried the 
gospel back home to Ethiopia and founded the church 
there. 
 

3. Simeon & Lucius (JEROME) 
 
After persecution against the church broke out in 
Jerusalem, the home-base of the church eventually 
became the gentile town of Antioch.  
 
Acts 13:1 “Now in the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen, a close friend of Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul.” 

• Notice one of the men was “Simeon who was called 
Niger”  
o The word “Niger” means “Black” 

• Simeon was likely a black gentile who lived in 
Antioch. 

 
There was another black man who was also a leader in 
the Church at Antioch: “Lucius of Cyrene” 
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Does “Cyrene” sound familiar? 

• He was from the same town that Simeon, who 
carried Jesus’ cross, was from! 
o He was from a north-eastern town in Libya! 

 
What did these two African men do at Antioch? 

• Acts 13:2-3 “As they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” 3 Then after they had fasted, prayed, 
and laid hands on them, they sent them off.”  
o These men, along with the others, were part of 

the team that commissioned the Apostle Paul to 
do ministry! 
▪ They were part of his ordination team 

 
YOU 

(Pastor Jim?) 
The point: God uses all of us! 

• The African people played a large role in Scripture 
 
How can God use WBC?  

• If we stay true to our VISION “To be a Diverse Family 
United in Impacting All People for Christ”, God will 
use us to continue to reach this community.  
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It is our vision to be a “Diverse family”  

• We want to be unified in diversity! 
 
(JIM) How do we stay unified in diversity? 

• By keeping our eyes on Jesus—"the author and 
finisher of our faith. Who for the joy before Him 
endured the cross, despising its shame and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.” (Heb 12:2) 

 
(JEROME) How do we stay unified in diversity? 

• By remembering that we are here to bring Glory to 
God 
o God is glorified when His people—not matter 

their skin tone—love each other, serve each 
other, pray for each other and care for each 
other! 

 
(JIM) How do we stay unified in diversity? 

• By remembering that no matter how much melanin 
or how little melanin we have in our skin, we have 
“One Lord, one faith, and one baptism” 

 
(JEROME) How do we stay unified in diversity? 

• By focusing on what unites us 

• By celebrating and honoring our cultural differences 

• By listening to each other 
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• By linking arms to serve our risen Savior 
 
PQ: Are you going to be a part of a “Diverse Family 
United in Impacting All People for Christ?” 


