
What Does it Take to Follow Jesus? 
Luke 5:1-11 

 
ETS: Luke recounted Peter’s step of faith in following 
Jesus 
ESS: Peter’s story shows us what it takes to follow Jesus 
OSS: I want people to know the basics of what it takes to 
follow Jesus 
PQ: Do you have what it takes to Follow Jesus?  
UW: Following 
 

ME 
 
Why do you “Follow” certain people/organizations on 
social media? 

• What made you want to follow them? 
o Family Members?  
o High School classmates? 

▪ You want to see how they are doing, 
physically? 

▪ You might even be looking to see how well 
they are doing? 

o Funny pictures? 
o Keep up on the latest news in the 

neighborhood? 
▪ Surely, it’s NOT to gossip! 



• What do you hope to get by following them? 
o Spiritual lessons, insights, Bible study, etc.? 
o Latest news? 
o Family updates? 

 
What does it take for you to want to “Follow” someone 
on social media? 

• It likely takes some sort of CONNECTION 

• Family connection 

• Friend connection 

• Business connection? 

• Hobby connection 

• Spiritual interest connection 
 
We follow people when there is some sort of 
CONNECTION or if they are SATISFYING a Perceived 
NEED. 
 

WE 
 

We are all FOLLOWERS of someone or something! 

• Some follow sports 

• Some follow politics 

• Some follow celebrities 

• Some follow Innovators 

• Some follow the stock market 



We are all FOLLOWERS of someone or something! 
 

WHAT does it take to FOLLOW CHRIST? 
WHY should you want to FOLLOW CHRIST? 
HOW does FOLLOWING CHRIST change your life? 
 

GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 5 
 
Luke 5:1 As the crowd was pressing in on Jesus to hear 
God’s word, he was standing by Lake Gennesaret. 

• Lake of Gennesaret, also known as the Sea of 
Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias—NOW we are BACK in 
Galilee. 

 
Galilee is WHERE it all Started. In Luke 4, we saw that it 
was here in Galilee that…. 

• Jesus healed Peter’s Mother-in-Law 
o Implication: Jesus knew Peter 

• The crowds, NOT THE DISCIPLES, were imploring 
Jesus to stay in Capernaum (Lk 4:42) 
o Are disciples following Jesus full time at this 

point? Apparently not.  



▪ We don’t read of Jesus’ disciples being with 
Him when the crowds found Jesus the next 
day.  

 
LOCATION: Lake of Gennesaret, also known as the Sea of 
Galilee 

• The largest body of fresh water in Israel.  

• 705 feet below sea level, which makes it the world's 
lowest freshwater lake 
o The world's second-lowest lake after the Dead 

Sea, into which the Lake of Gennesaret flows via 
the Jordan River. 

 
“he was standing by Lake Gennesaret” = Jesus is likely 
back in Capernaum or in a town near Capernaum 
 
Luke is about to share with us, some of the events that 
resulted in specific people who followed Jesus and later 
were known as APOSTLES. 
 
Luke 5:2-3 He saw two boats at the edge of the lake (The 
Sea of Galilee); the fishermen had left them and were 
washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, which 
belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from 
the land.” 



• Luke has already established that Jesus knew Simon 
(Lk. 4:38-39) 
o NOTE: Simon is the ONLY disciple whom Luke 

has named at this point! 

• Jesus got into Simon’s boat—WHY? Because He 
knew Simon. 
o The ancient Jewish historian Josephus states 

that there were more than 230 fishing boats 
working the Sea of Galilee during that period! 
▪ Jesus chose Peter’s boat for a reason! 

• Luke says that Simon is a fisherman 

• WHEN is this happening?  
o The fishermen used nets made of flax or linen.  
o Problem: The fish can see the nets. Therefore, 

most fishing was done at night so that fish 
would not see and swim around the nets. 
▪ In modern days nylon nets prevent this 

problem, and when fishing is permitted, it’s 
done during the day. 

• Washing the nets = the nets had to be washed in the 
lake to remove any silt, and tears in the nets had to 
be mended.  
o The nets were then hung out to dry and folded 

for the next catch. 
 
How did they fish the Sea of Galilee?  



• Fishing was done NOT through line-fishing but net-
fishing.  

 
When I first moved to Alabama, I was the Music Minister 
at the time. 

• I had a choir member that would tell me about 
fishing. 
o He’d say “Caught 25 fish today” or “I caught 40 

fish yesterday”  
o I thought “You are bluffing!” Because I was lucky 

to ever catch ONE fish. 

• So, I took him up on his offer to go fishing.  

• We’d take the Pontoon boat out and he’d get a large 
net and fling it out in a shallow area and we’d catch 
a bunch of “Shad” fish.  
o He’d then use those “shad” fish as bait (or an 

artificial lure called a “Little George”) 
o He taught me how to manipulate the artificial 

lure so as to attract fish.  

• We had days when we caught nothing, but we had 
days when we’d catch 20 or more fish easily. 
o He had a depth finder and he’d use it to find 

“ledges” underneath us and that was where the 
fish usually were.  
▪ It was a lot of fun.  

 



In Peter’s day, most net-fishing was done in teams.  

• The trammel net, used with boats in the open 

water (John 21), involved great teamwork. 
 
Then he sat down and was teaching the crowds from the 
boat. 

• Jesus moved from “Standing by the Lake” (v. 1) to 
getting into the boat and “Sitting” 
o Sitting while teaching was an indicator of the 

authority to teach. 
▪ in those days the students stood and the 

teacher sat down to teach them. 
o Jesus is seated in the boat teaching (a posture of 

authority) while the crowds are standing on the 
shore. 

 
Luke 5:4-5 When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into deep water and let down your nets 
for a catch.” 5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve worked 
hard all night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, 
I’ll let down the nets.” 

• Remember, because the fish could see their nets--
most fishing was done at night so that fish would not 
see and swim around the nets. 
o In other words, the BEST time for fishing was 

OVER! 



 
Peter recognized Jesus’ authority: “Master” 

• WHY did Peter call Jesus, “Master”? 
o Remember, Jesus looks like any other man! 

▪ Contrary to European Renaissance 
paintings, Jesus was not white-skinned with 
blue eyes and a halo over His head! 

 
WHY did Peter say, “But if you say so, I’ll let down the 
nets”? 

• The first time Jesus was in Galilee BEFORE He left to 
preach in Judea (Lk. 4:44), 
o Peter had Experienced Jesus healing his mother-

in-law (Lk 4) 
▪ The fact that Jesus made it a point to heal 

Peter’s Mother-in-law and then she “Served 
them” indicates that Peter had met Jesus 
before Jesus came to Peter’s house.  

• By the way, WHO was Peter’s Mother-
in-Law serving? 
o At this point, we don’t read about 

any disciples in Luke! 
 
I want to give you some background! 
 



If you put the 4 Gospels together, you can construct a 
timeline 

• Luke does not tell us HOW Peter met Jesus, but the 
Gospel of John does (John 1:35-42) 
o The incident in John 1:35-42 occurs after Jesus’ 

baptism and apparently after Jesus returned 
from the 40 days in the wilderness. 

 
John 1:28 tells us that this happened in “Bethany across 
the Jordan” 

• This is NOT the same Bethany that is near 
Jerusalem—which was 70 miles south--but was 
apparently a town or area known as Bethany near 
the southern base of the Sea of Galilee. 
o Whenever the town of Bethany in Judea is 

referred to it is just called “Bethany” or 
“Bethany near the Mount of Olives” 
▪ John identifies this as “Bethany across the 

Jordan” and the “Bethany near the Mount 
of Olives” is NOT across the Jordan because 
it was across from the Dead Sea. 

 
Jesus is at the northern end of the Jordan, where it flows 
into the Sea of Galilee….John 1:35-37 “The next day, John 
was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw 



Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 
The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 
 
You have two of John the Baptist’s disciples who hear 
John the Baptist proclaim that Jesus is the “Lamb of 
God.”   

• The two disciples follow Jesus.   
o While these men later followed Jesus as 

disciples, at this point the word follow in Greek 
is used in somewhat of a neutral sense.   
▪ In other words, they were following Jesus to 

examine Him more closely to see if He was 
indeed the Messiah, the Christ.   

• In verse 39 we are told that they stayed 
with Jesus for that day. 

 
WHO were the two disciples? 

• John 1:40 “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one 
of the two who heard John and followed him.” 
o The other disciples was John  

 
After staying with Jesus, Andrew and John became 
convinced Jesus was the Messiah! 
 
Verse 41-42 “He first found his own brother Simon and 
told him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 



translated “the Christ”), 42 and he brought Simon to 
Jesus.” 

• This is WHEN Peter met Jesus 
o Andrew introduced Jesus to Peter by calling him 

“the Messiah.” 
 
John gives us more of a chronology at this point because 
he keeps saying “The next day”… 
 
John 1:43 “The next day Jesus decided to leave for 
Galilee. He found Philip and told him,“Follow me.” 

• Again, the northern end of the Jordan, where it flows 
into the Sea of Galilee was in an area known as the 
Decapolis. 
o The area known as the Decapolis butts up 

against Galilee. 
▪ If you go East Across the Jordan, you are in 

Galilee! 
 
So, Jesus, Peter, Andrew, and John go East, across the 
Jordan, into Galilee and they pick up Philip and Philip 
finds Nathaniel (Jn. 1:45)  

• According to Matthew 4:21, they also pick up John, 
and James (Matthew 4:21) 

 



John Chapter 2: They traveled with Jesus to Cana—which 
is in the heart of Galilee east of the Sea of Galilee 

• John 2:11 “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in 
Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his 
disciples believed in him.” 
o There they attended a wedding feast and saw 

Jesus perform the miracle of turning water into 
wine 

• John 2:12 “After this, he went down to Capernaum, 
together with his mother, his brothers, and his 
disciples, and they stayed there only a few days. 
o They go back to Capernaum  

 
It is likely at this point, Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law 
(Lk. 4) 

• So the phrase “and she served them” makes sense 
because Jesus has several men who are following 
Him around at this point (Peter, James, John, Philip, 
and Nathaniel) 
o But Luke doesn’t say anything about the 

disciples, because at this point they are NOT 
FULLY-COMMITTED FOLLOWERS of JESUS at this 
point! 

• Peter, and the other followers, also witness Jesus’ 
healing “various diseases” and casting out demons 
there in Capernaum. 



 
John 2:13 “The Jewish Passover was near, and so Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem.” 

• Trivia: The reason John said “Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem” even though Jerusalem is SOUTH of 
Galilee is because Jerusalem is a higher elevation 
than Galilee! 
o Capernaum has an elevation of - -682.14 feet, 

which is a difference of 1875.12 feet when 
comparing Jerusalem and Capernaum. 

 
In Jerusalem, they witnessed Jesus’ zeal for the temple as 
a “house of prayer for all the nations” 

o They watched Jesus fearlessly stand up against 
the religious leaders 

o They also saw Jesus do many signs 
o They witnessed many people also believing 

Jesus is the Messiah 

• In Jerusalem, Jesus has His meeting with Nicodemus 
 
Next, in John 3:22, “After this, Jesus and his disciples 
went to the Judean countryside, where he spent time 
with them and baptized.” 

• John 4:1 tells us that Jesus was having the disciples 
baptize people! 



o In other words, Peter is getting a taste of the 
joys of seeing people turn to Christ 
▪ However, at this point, Peter has NOT 

become a FULLY-COMMITTED FOLLOWER of 
JESUS 

• Peter is still in the OBSERVER and PART-
TIME PARTICIPANT mode! 

 
Then in John 4:3-4 “he left Judea and went again to 
Galilee. 4 He had to travel through Samaria” 

• Jesus decides to take the group and go back to 
Galilee—which is where it all started.  
o The trip north involved traveling through 

Samaria 
o In Samaria, Jesus met the woman at the well 

▪ As a result, the Samaritans also believed 
Jesus as the Messiah 

• Peter, James, John, are with Jesus in 
John 4 when the Samaritans respond to 
Jesus as the Messiah, and Jesus says to 
the guys: “Open your eyes and look at 
the fields, because they are ready for 
harvest.” (John 4:35b) 

John 4:43 says that “After two days he left there 
[Samaria] for Galilee” 



• Jesus, Peter, James, John, Philip, and Nathaniel all 
returned to Cana in Galilee where Jesus does a 
“long-distance” healing of the Centurion’s servant.  

 
Interestingly, in John 5 Jesus returned to Jerusalem BUT 
there is no mention of the disciples being with Him.  

• In John 6 Jesus is back again in Galilee and we see 
the disciples with him and it is at this time Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 men 
o It’s also at this time that we see Jesus actively 

investing in the disciples and challenging their 
beliefs and assumptions! 

 
WHY did I go through this timeline?  

• When Jesus goes up to Peter and uses his boat—this 
was not the first time Peter had met Jesus. 
o Peter had already heard Jesus teach, seen 

numerous miracles, witnessed huge crowds of 
both Jews and Samaritans accepting Jesus as 
the Messiah, and had seen Jesus stand up to the 
religious leaders.  

o Peter had also had first-hand ministry 
experience of baptizing people.  

 



BUT, the ONE THING Peter (and the others had not done) 
was to become FULLY-COMMITTED to FOLLOWING 
JESUS! 
 
Apparently, when Jesus returned to Jerusalem in John 5, 
Peter and the others went back to their homes and 
resumed their fishing.  

• They probably thought that was the end of their 
interaction with Jesus—until Jesus shows up again at 
the lake in Luke 5. 

 
Jesus sees Peter and asks to use his boat…Luke 5:4-5 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve worked hard all night 
long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I’ll let down 
the nets.” 

• Jesus teaches the people and then gives Peter a 
challenge: “Put out into deep water and let down 
your nets for a catch.” (Lk. 5:4) 
o Peter’s response shows Peter had great respect 

for Jesus: “Master, “we’ve worked hard all night 
long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I’ll 
let down the nets.” 



o Peter’s response shows Peter was willing to 
obey—even if the command seemed ridiculous 
based on his experience. 

 
What does it take to become FULLY-COMMITTED to 

Following Jesus?? 
A Step of Faith 

 
Peter has seen Jesus doing miracles, BUT he had NEVER 
been the RECIPIENT of a miracle! 

• Peter watched people step out in faith like the 
Centurion, but Peter had not yet had to take a step 
of Faith. 
o Peter had been an observer of Jesus for the last 

few months, but never the one challenged by 
Jesus to take a step of Faith. 

 
What did the Step of Faith involve? 

• Casting nets in the daylight when the fish can see 
them and avoid them—which is what they normally 
did 

• Casting nets in the daylight after a whole night of 
NO FISH 

• Casting nets in the daylight while everyone on the 
seashore is WATCHING 



• Asking his crew else who is with Peter to join him as 
he takes this Step of Faith 

• Potential for embarrassment!  
o If Peter fails to catch anything, this will be 

embarrassing for Peter and Jesus! 

• Following a command—from a man who was a 
carpenter by trade and NOT a fisherman—to try 
fishing again in broad daylight (What did Jesus know 
about fishing?) 

• Ignoring the PAST experience of a fishless night 

• Casting nets when they are all tired from a long night 
of pointless fishing 

• Casting nets that had been cleaned and potentially 
getting them dirty again! 

 
Peter could have come up with a BIG LIST of justifiable 
excuses! 
 
Although Peter let it be known that they had been 
unsuccessful—which was probably obvious to 
everyone—he nonetheless, stepped out in faith and cast 
the net.  
 
Luke 5:6-7 When they did this, they caught a great 
number of fish, and their nets began to tear. 7 So they 
signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and 



help them; they came and filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink. 
 
They have found a boat dating from the time of Jesus in 
the Sea of Galilee 

• Based on what they have found, they tell us that 
Peter and Andrew’s fishing boat would have been 23 
feet long and 7 feet wide.  
o Normally, it had a crew of five: four to row and 

one to steer and supervise the catch. 

• The boat could carry a half-ton of fish! 
 
Notice, that they did not fill 1 boat, but 2 boats full of 
fish! 

• Between the two boats, they may have had up to 1 
ton of fish! 

 
The net is so full that Peter and his crew cannot hull it 
in—they have to get help from another crew!  
 
I wonder WHY Jesus went “Over the top” with this 
miracle? 

• Why not give them A net full of fish or just a ½ net 
full of fish—either way it would have been an 
impressive miracle! 
o Why two boats full of fish? 



 
Maybe one reason Peter and the others had returned 
home to fish was that they couldn’t afford to travel with 
Jesus anymore! 

• Fishermen were NOT wealthy people! 
o They were heavily taxed, they had to pay for 

licenses to fish, they had to pay for hired help, 
etc.  

 
I think there are a several reasons why Jesus provided an 
enormous catch of fish… 

• To display His power over nature 

• To use the fish out of the Sea of Galilee to illustrate 
the vast amount of “fish” (people) that Peter would 
“catch” by sharing the Gospel 

• To provide financially for Peter’s wife so Peter could 
leave home for extended periods of time to be with 
Jesus 

• To provide financially for Zebedee, James and John’s 
father, who also decided to follow Jesus and their 
father had to hire more workers. (v. 10) 

 
Bottom Line:  

• When You step out in faith, God shows up! 

• When You step out in faith, God provides your 
needs! 



 
Stepping out in faith is NOT EASY—which is why it is 
Stepping out in faith! 
 
Peter was the RECIPIENT of the Miracle! 
Peter had to take a STEP of Faith—something he had not 
had to do before! 
 
When Peter saw how God provides when we trust him, 
Peter took the next step it takes to become FULLY-
COMMITTED to FOLLOWING JESUS…. 
 

What does it take to become FULLY-COMMITTED to 
FOLLING JESUS? 

Humility 
 
Luke 5:8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’s 
knees and said, “Go away from me, because I’m a sinful 
man, Lord!” 
 
Peter was likely the oldest disciple of Jesus—he was a 
well-worn fisherman—yet, Peter was overwhelmed by 
Jesus’ miracle and generosity. 
 
What does humility look like?  



• Humility is falling/bowing/prostrating oneself 
before God: “[Peter] fell at Jesus’s knees” 
o Humility is shown by our actions! 

▪ Humility is not a PROUD disposition in the 
presence of God, but one of FEAR and 
REVERENCE. 

 
I’ve heard people who reject God say that if there is a 
God, they are going to tell God “You didn’t provide me 
with enough evidence” 

• That attitude, and others like it, is what is keeping 
many from following God 

 
Humility is admitting our TRUE SELF before God: “I’m a 
sinful man” 

• Humility involves admitting we are rebellious people 
(“sinful”) 

• Humility involves admitting we are only human 
(“man”) 

• Humility involves a PERSONAL admission: “I’m a 
sinful man” 

 
Humility involves acknowledging Jesus as Lord! 

• Peter initially called Jesus “Master” or “Teacher” but 
after the miracle, Peter calls Jesus “Lord” 
o He uses two different words to refer to Jesus! 



•  The first time, Peter calls Jesus “Master” 
o The word has the idea of AUTHORITY 

• After the miracle Peter calls Jesus “Lord” 
o The word has the idea of AUTHORITY to be 

submitted to! 
▪ In other words, Peter is saying “I am in 

submission to your authority!” 

• To make Jesus ‘Lord’ is to repent of self-
centeredness and our ongoing attempts 
to ‘go it alone’. 

 
What does it take to become FULLY-COMMITTED to 

FOLLING JESUS? 
Following Jesus 

 
Luke 5:9-11 For he and all those with him were amazed 
(there’s that word Luke likes a lot to describe people’s 
reaction to Jesus’ teaching and actions) at the catch of 
fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, 
Zebedee’s sons, who were Simon’s partners. “Don’t be 
afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From now on you will be 
catching people.” 11 Then they brought the boats to 
land, left everything, and followed him.” 
 
Jesus’ miracle affected Peter, James, and John! 



• They had BEEN WITH Jesus, but this was a WHOLE 
NEW LEVEL! 

 
They had not yet left behind their business, but now they 
were leaving the family business behind  

• (Jesus’ provision of the fish (income source) made it 
clear God would provide for their family’s needs!) 

 
They had not yet left behind their families, but now they 
were leaving them behind to follow Jesus! 
 
REMEMBER, they DID NOT KNOW what lay ahead of 
them! 

• They DID NOT KNOW Jesus was going to be crucified 

• They DID NOT KNOW that they would one-day face 
persecution for following Jesus 
o (And Jesus did not reveal these things to them 

until about a year before the cross!) 
 
That is what Stepping out in faith looks like! 

• Stepping out in faith does not have all the answers, 
but it is trusting God to provide 

• Stepping out in faith does not mean life will be 
easy—life may be more difficult than it was before. 

 
What is the REWARD for Following Jesus? 



• Reward: Experiencing the WORK of God in your life!  
o Peter was the recipient of a miracle! 

• Reward: Experiencing the PROVISION of God in your 
life 
o Jesus provided literally a TON of fish—which 

would take care of their family financially! 

• Reward: Experiencing a close RELATIONSHIP with 
God that others do not enjoy 
o Jesus was not just “Master” but “Lord”  

• Reward: Being a part of GOD’S MISSION: Living with 
PURPOSE 
o “From now on you will be catching people.” 

 
YOU  

 
Following God takes us all down different paths! 
 
For some, following God leads to being a vocational 
Missionary, Pastor, Evangelist, etc. 
 
For most others, following God leads to being a 

• MISSIONARY in your co-workers/family/community 

• PASTOR to your co-workers/family/community 

• EVANGELIST to your co-workers/family/community 
 



For ALL of us, following God means being an EXAMPLE of 
what a Follower of Jesus looks like. 

• It means living and acting in HUMILITY toward God 
and others 

• It means acknowledging Jesus as LORD and Master 

• It means stepping out in faith as an individual and 
as a part of His church 

• It means Following Jesus! 
 
 
PQ: Are You Committed to Following Jesus?  
 


