
Who Does Jesus Heal? 
Luke 5:12-25 

 
ETS: Jesus healed different people to demonstrate His 
love and ability to forgive sin 
ESS: Jesus loves all people and He alone has the power to 
forgive sin 
OSS: I want people to have the same compassion for all 
people and point them to Jesus 
UW: Compassion 
PQ: Do see all people in need of Jesus? 
 

ME 
 

What makes you “Willing” to do something for 
someone? 

• They showed kindness to you in the past? 

• You feel compassion for them 

• You have the ability to help and you want to help 
them 

• You know what it is like to have a need and no one 
helped and you don’t want to them to experience 
that same feeling. 

 
What makes you REFUSE to do something for someone? 

• They have “Burned” you in the past 



• They ignored your advice and they need to 
experience and learn from the consequences of their 
actions 

• You don’t have the ability to help them in the way 
they need help 

• They have a past record of returning to the sin or 
the lifestyle that puts them in the situation they are 
in. You feel your help would be wasted.  

 
Have you ever needed help? 

• Has someone refused to help you? 
o How did that make you feel? 
o How did it make you feel toward that person—

especially if he/she had the means to help you! 
 

WE 
 

We all have moments when we need help! 

• We all want to think someone will help us if they 
have the ability to do so 

• We all want to think someone will help us to show 
they have compassion on us 

• We all want to think someone will help us—
especially if we have helped them or others in the 
past! 

 



Right now, the Ukrainian people are asking for help! 

• If you want to donate, we’ve added a link to the 
WBC website on the Homepage for you to do so. 
Your donation will be funneled to the IMB Relief 
fund for Ukraine to help with humanitarian efforts 
for the refugees.  

 
When we see crises, like those in Ukraine, or we see a 
need on the streets around WBC, the first question is: 
“Am I able to help?”  

• If YES, the next question is: “Am I willing to help?” 
 
WE may not be ABLE to help in every situation because 
we don’t have the tools, funding, ability, etc., but in the 
situations where we CAN HELP, the next question is: “Am 
I willing to help?” 
 

GOD 
Turn to Luke 5 
 
Last Week: Luke includes the story of why Peter, James, 
and John followed Jesus 

• They had heard His teaching 

• They had seen His miracles 

• They were recipients of a miracle 

• They were convinced Jesus was the Messiah 



• They were convicted of their own sinfulness 

• They were invited by Jesus to follow Him 
 
The fact that Jesus called a group of rough-and-tough 
fishermen to follow Him was scandalous! 

• They were not well-educated 

• They were not trained in the rabbinical schools 
 
However, Jesus was “Willing” to accept them just as they 
were! 
 
Today: the next story—the story of a leprous man! 
 
Why does Luke include this story? We already know from 
Luke that Jesus was  

• Healing “Various diseases” 

• Casting out demons 
 
Why does Luke include this story? 
What does Luke want to communicate to his Gentile 
audience? 
What does the account teach us? 
 
Let’s answer these questions…. 
 



Luke 5:12 - While he was in one of the towns (in Galilee), 
a man was there who had leprosy all over him (Dr. Luke 
gives us the extent of his disease: It was “all over him.”).  
 
To have leprosy was to be cursed.   

• The disease “begins with specks on the eyelids and 
on the palms, gradually spreading over the body, 
bleaching the hair white wherever they appear, 
crusting the affected parts with white scales, and 
causing terrible sores and swellings.  
o From the skin the disease eats inward to the 

bones, rotting the whole body piecemeal.”1   
▪ You become a grotesque looking individual.   

 
“In Christ’s day a leper could not live in a walled town, 
though he might in an open village.  

• Wherever he was he was required to  
o Have his outer garment rent as a sign of deep 

grief, 
o To go bareheaded, and to cover his beard with 

his mantle, as if in lamentation at his own 
virtual death.  

o He had further to warn passers-by to keep away 
from him, by calling out, ‘Unclean! unclean!’  

 
1Easton, M. 1996, c1897. Easton's Bible dictionary. Logos Research Systems, Inc.: Oak Harbor, 
WA 



▪ He could not speak to any one,  
▪ He could not receive or return a salutation, 

since in the East this involves an embrace.” 
2 

 
Talk about ISOLATION! 

• Isolation from friends, family and society 
 
Look at WHERE this happens: “While he was in one of the 
towns” 

• This leprose man was NOT supposed to be “in 
town”! 
o By coming “into the town” this man was taking a 

risk—in fact, he was risking making others 
unclean! 

 
WHY would this man do such a SELFISH thing?  

• He was DESPERATE! 
o His situation was HOPELESS—He was “Covered 

in leprosy!” 

• He also BELIEVED Jesus was the ONLY ONE who 
could HEAL him! 

 

 
2Easton, M. 1996, c1897. Easton's Bible dictionary. Logos Research Systems, Inc.: Oak Harbor, 
WA 



He saw Jesus, fell facedown, and begged him, “Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean.”  

• Just like PETER in the previous story, this man “fell 
facedown” before Jesus 
o Like Peter, this was an act of humility 

• In the previous story, Peter asked Jesus “Go away 
from me, because I’m a sinful man, Lord!” 
o Whereas Peter “Begged” Jesus to “Go away” 

because of Peter’s sinfulness, this man 
“Begged” Jesus to PAY ATTENTION to him 
despite his grotesque appearance! 

• Just like in the previous story where Peter addressed 
Jesus as “Lord” after the miracle, this man uses the 
SAME TITLE: “Lord” 
o The man recognized Jesus as THE ONE who has 

authority over his disease 
 
The BIG QUESTION: Is Jesus willing to heal this man? 
 
Why would the man ask: “if you are willing?” 
 
WHY would Jesus NOT be willing?  

• In the Old Testament Hebrews referred to Leprosy as 
a “smiting” or “stroke” because they considered it to 
be a providential affliction from God.   
o Considered to be “isolated” from God!! 



 
Perhaps the man had the idea that God had “Smote” him 
with this disease and so, recognizing Jesus as God-in-the-
flesh, he wasn’t sure if God was “willing” to heal him! 

• He may have had the ANGRY GOD perception! 
o In other words, this BAD THING (i.e., Leprosy) is 

because God HATES ME or God is ANGRY with 
Me—somehow I have not MEASURED UP! 

 
When we get “smitten” with a disease, financial collapse, 
etc. it is easy to think that God is MAD at us! 

• After all, why would God allow this to happen to us?  
 
WHY did the man even ASK Jesus to Heal him? 

• A: When you are DESPERATE, you will try anything! 
o He was desperate so he was willing to ask the 

Lord. 
 
Leprosy had taken his… 

• Physical health 

• Social standing 

• Family relationships 
 
The response he got from Jesus was probably NOT what 
he expected! 
 



Luke 5:13 “Reaching out his hand, Jesus touched him, 
saying, “I am willing; be made clean,” and immediately 
the leprosy left him.” 
 

Jesus is Willing 
 

WHY is Jesus willing to heal this man? 

• This man had nothing Jesus needed! 

• This man had no prior connection to Jesus! 

• This man was considered “Smitten” by God 

• This man was an outcast from society 

• This man was grotesque in appearance 

• This man was diseased; sick! 
 
WHY is Jesus willing to heal this man? 
 
WHY is Jesus willing to do anything for humanity? 

• There is nothing Jesus needs from us! 
o He doesn’t NEED our fellowship 
o He doesn’t NEED our knowledge 
o He doesn’t NEED our creativity 

• We don’t have anything to offer Jesus except… 
o Our natural rebellion 
o Pain from our rejection of Him 

 
We are 



• Unclean 

• Impure 

• Unholy 

• Diseased 

• Infirmed 

• Rebellious 
o And the list goes on! 

 
WHY is Jesus willing to do anything for humanity? 

• There is NO REASON FOR Jesus to be “Willing” to do 
anything for us EXCEPT the REASON OF LOVE! 

 
HOW does Jesus EXPRESS His Love/Compassion for this 
man?  

• Luke 5:13 “Reaching out his hand, Jesus touched 
him….” 
o Apparently, the man was distant from Jesus and 

Jesus had to make a stretch to “Touch” him 
▪ Jesus “reached out” to TOUCH the man! 

 
Did you know there were two other biblical figures who 
had encounters with leprosy?  

• #1 Moses’ sister Miriam 
o God struck her with leprosy over her and 

Aaron’s complaints against Moses’ Cushite wife.  



o Moses prayed for God to heal her and God 
eventually did after a 7 day period 
▪ But Moses NEVER TOUCHED Miriam during 

those seven days. 

• #2: Elisha healed Naaman 
o Naaman was told by Elisha to dunk himself in 

the Jordan river 7 times 
o God healed Naaman because he did what Elisha 

told him, BUT Elisha NEVER TOUCHED Naaman. 
 
Jesus doesn’t PRAY for this man’s healing like Moses and 
Elisha did, but rather Jesus “touched the man.”  
 
By touching the man, Jesus showed… 

• He was NOT AFRAID of the man’s disease 

• He OVER the OLD TESTAMENT law which prohibited 
touching a Leper.  

 
Jesus DID NOT have to TOUCH the man—He could have 
prayed for the man’s healing like Moses and Elisha.  
 
Did Jesus always heal by touching people? No.  

• Sometimes Jesus just proclaimed a healing and it 
was so 
o Jesus did not have to TOUCH this man, but He 

did! 



 
Why did Jesus touch the man? 

• REASON: This man NEEDED a TOUCH! 
o He needed to know that God was “WILLING” to 

heal him! 
▪ He needed to feel the LOVE from God—a 

God that he likely thought HATED him—
which is why he had leprosy, to begin with! 

 

• REASON: Jesus is demonstrating his Supremacy over 
the LAW! 
o The Old Testament LAW was given to spiritually 

“unclean” people to show them what a “clean, 
pure, holy” God demanded. 

o Jesus is SUPREME over the law because, as God, 
He is “clean, pure and unclean” and to the clean 
nothing is unclean. 

 
Luke 5:13 “Reaching out his hand, Jesus touched him, 
saying, “I am willing; be made clean,” and immediately 
the leprosy left him.” 

• An instant miracle—just like the healing of Peter’s 
mother-in-law and all other healings so far! 

 
Jesus is Willing 

 



You may think that  

• God does not love you, but He does! 

• God is not willing to “touch” you, but He is! 

• God is not able to heal you from your past, but He 
can! 

 
WHY does Luke include this story? 

• Luke’s initial target was Gentile Christians! 
o These Gentile Christians would not doubt use 

Luke’s gospel when they shared with other 
Gentiles.  
▪ Because of their past, there were likely 

many Gentiles who thought Jesus was not 
“Willing” to accept them! 

▪ Because they were GENTILES, there were 
likely many Gentiles who thought Jesus was 
not “Willing” to accept them because they 
were NOT born Jews! 

 
Maybe YOU have grown up thinking that God is not 
“Willing” to reach out to you! 
o If you think that way, you are MISTAKEN! 

o To you, Jesus is saying “I am willing”  
 
“I am willing” to take your… 
o Sin debt 



o Pain  
o Sorrow 
o Fear 
o Hopelessness 

“I am willing to stretch out my hand to you” 
“I am willing to touch you!” 
 
Some here may have grown up the view of an ANGRY 
GOD who is waiting for you to mess up! 
o An angry God who is NOT WILLING to “Reach out His 

hand” 
o An angry God who is NOT WILLING to “heal you” 

because of what you have done 
o An angry God who is NOT WILLING to stop and listen 

to your plea! 
 
If that has been your perception of God, it is the wrong 
perception of God! 
o Exodus 34:6-7a “The Lord passed in front of him 

[Moses] and proclaimed: The Lord—the Lord is a 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and 
abounding in faithful love and truth, 7 maintaining 
faithful love to a thousand generations, forgiving 
iniquity, rebellion, and sin.” 
o Look at the INITIATIVES God is taking! 

 



There is ONE CAVEAT! 
o Exodus 34:7b “But he will not leave the guilty 

unpunished, bringing the consequences of the 
fathers’ iniquity on the children and grandchildren to 
the third and fourth generation.” 
o Those who are “Guilty” will be punished by God. 

 
We are ALL GUILTY of Sin, but what God is talking about 
is those who live in UNREPENTANT SIN! 
o Those who REFUSE to come to Him, but REBEL 

against Him, He has no choice but to respond with 
punishment.  

o The ONLY ONES who experience the ANGER, the 
WRATH of God are those who REFUSE to Repent. 

 
There is more and more talk about the END TIMES and 
the MARK Of THE BEAST 
o Clearly, the technology is there to track every human 

on the planet through some sort of passport, chip, 
microneedle tatoo, etc. 

o Just last month (February, 2022), the World 
Economic Forum published a 46-page report called 
“Advancing Digital Agency: The Power of Data 
Intermediaries”. In the report, they describe a digital 
ID system that would collect personal data about 
your online behavior, purchase history, network 

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Advancing_towards_Digital_Agency_2022.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Advancing_towards_Digital_Agency_2022.pdf


usage, medical history, travel history, energy uses, 
health stats, and more.  
o This data would then be used to determine who 

could open bank accounts, conduct financial 
transactions, access insurance, health care 
treatment, book trips, cross borders, and more. 

o As we saw recently in Canada, Governments can put 
pressure on companies to shut off bank accounts, to 
expose who donated to what cause, etc.  
o Visa shut off services to people in Russia as far 

as purchasing goods outside of Russia. If you 
have a Visa Card issued outside of Russia you 
cannot purchase anything from Russia.  

My point: We are at the point where Revelation 13:16-
17 “And it makes everyone—small and great, rich and 
poor, free and slave—to receive a mark on his right hand 
or on his forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell 
unless he has the mark: the beast’s name or the number 
of its name.” a real possibility! 
 
WHO will take the MARK?  
o Those who reject the Messiah and accept the 

Government of the Anti-Christ as their Savior! 
o Revelation 14:9-11 “And another, a third angel, 

followed them and spoke with a loud voice: “If 
anyone worships the beast and its image and 

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/visa-suspends-operations-russia-over-ukraine-invasion-2022-03-05/


receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he will also drink the wine of God’s wrath, 
which is poured full strength into the cup of his 
anger. He will be tormented with fire and sulfur 
in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of 
the Lamb, 11 and the smoke of their torment 
will go up forever and ever. There is no rest day 
or night for those who worship the beast and its 
image, or anyone who receives the mark of its 
name.” 

 
The ONLY ONES who will EXPERIENCE the ANGRY GOD 
are those who REJECT God’s offer of salvation! 
 
If you come to God in humility—as Peter did in the 
previous verses, or the LEPER in these verses—you will 
NOT BE MET with an ANGRY God, but with a God who 
“stretches out His hand and says “I am willing”! 
 
God is willing to  
o Forgive your rebellion against Him 
o Mend your heart broken by sin 
o Adopt you into His family  

 



Luke 5:14 Then he ordered him to tell no one: “But go 
and show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses 
commanded for your cleansing as a testimony to them.” 

• Jesus is presented in Scripture as a Prophet, Priest, 
and King 
o Jesus is showing Himself as a Priest by this 

command! 
 
Normally, there were three phases to a purification 
ritual.  

• Phase 1: Phase of cleansing 

• Phase 2: Declaration of being clean  

• Phase 3: Readmittance into the community and 
worship 

 
Jesus’ instructions skipped Phases 1 and 2 because the 
man was now clean and Jesus declared him to be clean.  

• Jesus was showing Himself to be a PRIEST too! 

• The ONLY thing left for the man was to be officially 
allowed back into the social and spiritual life of the 
community and Jesus knew that the people would 
only accept the declaration from an OFFICIAL 
priest—not a Jewish carpenter turned Rabbi. 

 
Christ has the power to cleanse you from your sins! 



o Because of His death on the cross on your behalf, 
Christ can pay off your sin debt! 

Christ has the power to save you from God’s wrath! 
Christ has the power to reconcile you to God 
Christ has the power to graft you into God’s family 
 

Jesus is Willing 
 
Luke 5:15 But the news about him spread even more, 
and large crowds would come together to hear him and 
to be healed of their sicknesses.” 
 

YOU 
 
This Leprous man was emblematic of the fact that there 
is a need! 
o You may be HERE this morning because you feel the 

NEED to know God! 
o You may be HERE this morning because you want to 

EXPERIENCE a touch from God! 
 
This is your opportunity to respond! 
 
When the leprous man “saw Jesus” he went up to Jesus! 
 
In Jesus’ case, the questions are NOT:  



• Is He able to help? 
o Jesus is God—He able to do what is needed to 

help! 

• Is He WILLING to help? 
o We’ve already seen that Jesus is WILLING to 

help those who are seen as “outcasts, unclean” 
and even “Smitten” by God! 

 
Remember what Jesus said earlier in Luke 4:18-21 “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set free the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor. … 21 “Today as you listen, this 
Scripture has been fulfilled.”  

• Jesus was “Anointed” and “Sent” to use to … 
o Preach the Good News to the poor 
o Proclaim release to the captives 
o Set free the oppressed 
o Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

 
Jesus is Willing 

 
He is WILLING to set you free from the  

• Captivity to sin 

• Oppression of sin 



 
He is WILLING to SAVE you! 
He is WILLING to give you LIFE  
He is WILLING to MOVE INTO your heart 
He is WILLING to GIVE YOU the Holy Spirit who will teach 
you, guide you and makes God’s Word come alive to you! 
He is WILLING to ADOPTED YOU into His family of 
believers 
He is WILLING to RECONCILE YOU to God 
He is WILLING to GIVE YOU a NEW IDENTITY 
He is WILLING to GIVE YOU a NEW HEART 
He is WILLING to DECLARE YOU “Not Guilty” 
 
PQ: Do You Believe Jesus is Willing? 

• IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
o WHY would Jesus NOT BE WILLING to SAVE You 

when He was willing to Heal a Leprous man?  
o WHY would Jesus NOT BE WILLING to call you as 

His Own, when He was willing to call a group of 
uneducated, fisherman to be WITH Him as He 
ministered? 

 
PQ: Do You Believe Jesus is Willing? 

• IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
o It is NOT because Jesus isn’t willing, it is because 

you aren’t willing to come to Jesus! 



▪ What is holding you back? PRIDE? 
 
Don’t allow PRIDE to keep you from being healed by 
Jesus! 

• Until you are desperate like the leprous man, you 
will not experience Jesus’ healing! 
o If you wait too long, you will never experience 

Jesus’ healing, but instead you will have to pay 
for your sins! 
▪ Paying for your sins will mean you have to 

face God’s wrath on your sin! 

• As we say in Revelation, you don’t want 
to experience God’s wrath! 
o Don’t you want to experience 

God’s Love instead? 
 
Jesus is Willing to SAVE YOU 

• Jesus WANTS you to experience His Love, Grace, 
Mercy and Peace! 

 


