
Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God? 
Luke 24:1-49 

 
ETS: The evidence for the resurrection of Jesus removes 
doubt about its authenticity.  
ESS: Luke’s record of eyewitnesses and their reactions 
are evidence of authenticity. 
OSS: I want people to understand eyewitness evidence 
proving the authenticity of the resurrection 
PQ: Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God? 
UW: Witnesses 
 

ME 
Growing up in Chattanooga, we had the TV channel 
WRBC and the local evening news title was “Eyewitness 
News” 

• The first program called “Eyewitness News” in 
American television was on April 6, 1959 in 
Cleveland Oh.  
o It was the nation’s first 90-minute local 

newscast (under the title Eyewitness), which 
was combined with the then 15-minute 
national newscast 

o The idea was that a reporter in the field would 
be the "eyewitness" to a news event to the 
anchor in the studio and the viewer at home 



▪ Since the TV station that started this new 
format was owned by Westinghouse, other 
Westinghouse stations in San Francisco, 
Boston, Baltimore, and Pittsburge started 
using the name “Eyewitness News” 

• Later the “Eyewitness News” format moved to ABC 
and then throughout the world.  
o WRCB in Chattanooga is an NBC station. 

 
What does the phrase “Eyewitness News” convey? 

• Idea: We are on the scene as it happens 

• Idea: We are bringing you unfiltered reports from 
eyewitnesses 

 
WE 

 
Have you been an “eyewitness” to something? 

• Eyewitness to a car accident 

• Eyewitness to a weather event like a tornado or 
hurricane 

• Eyewitness to a crime like a purse snatching or 
shoplifter 

• Eyewitness to an event on the playground and you 
were told to tell the teacher what happened 

• Eyewitness to a sibling doing something wrong and 
your parents asked you what happened 



 
To be an eyewitness you personally witnessed the event 
or accident 

• When there is a crime, who do police look to 
interview? Eyewitnesses 

• When there is an accident, who do the insurance 
companies want to interview? Eyewitnesses 

• When someone makes a claim, who do you go to for 
verification? Eyewitnesses 

 
Eyewitness reports are often crucial to solving crimes, 
verifying a claim, or providing background on 
newsworthy stories. 
 

GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 24 

• The foundation of Christianity is a person, Jesus 
Christ 

• That foundation rests on an event: the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ 

ALL other religions are built on a philosophical system or 
a system of earning your way to God 

• Christianity is different! 
o NOT built on a system of works 
o NOT built on a philosophical system 



 
Christianity rests solely on Jesus Christ and His 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
How do we know Christ was raised from the dead? 

• Main source is the Bible 
 
How do we know the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection in 
the Bible are not made up? 

• How do we know they are not cleverly devised 
myths? 

• How do we know they are true? 
 
Let’s look at Luke’s account and see WHY this account is 
not a cleverly devised myth 
 
Luke 24:1-9 “On the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, they (the women) came to the tomb, 
bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them 
in dazzling clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and 
bowed down to the ground. 
 



“Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” 
asked the men. 6 “He is not here, but he has risen! 
Remember how he spoke to you when he was still in 
Galilee, 7 saying, ‘It is necessary that the Son of Man be 
betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and 
rise on the third day’?” 8 And they remembered his 
words. 
 
9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things 
to the Eleven and to all the rest.  
 

Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God? 
The Tomb is Empty 

Luke 24:1 “On the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, they (the women) came to the tomb, bringing 
the spices they had prepared.” 

• How did they know which tomb to go to? 
 

Luke 23:51-56 “There was a good and righteous man 
named Joseph, a member of the Sanhedrin, 51 who had 
not agreed with their plan and action. He was from 
Arimathea, a Judean town, and was looking forward to 
the kingdom of God. 52 He approached Pilate and asked 
for Jesus’s body. 53 Taking it down, he wrapped it in fine 
linen and placed it in a tomb cut into the rock, where no 
one had ever been placed. 54 It was the preparation day, 



and the Sabbath was about to begin. 55 The women who 
had come with him from Galilee followed along and 
observed the tomb and how his body was placed.  

• The women “followed along and observed the tomb” 
o The women knew the tomb’s location known 

• The women saw Jesus’ body put into the tomb 
o They saw “and how his body was placed.” V. 55 

 
WHO were these Women?  
▪ Luke 23:55 “The women who had come with him 

from Galilee” 
o Mary of Nazareth, the mother of Jesus. 
o Mary Magdalene a former demoniac 
o Mary, the mother of James the younger and of 

Joseph 
o Salome, wife of the well-to-do fisherman 

Zebedee and mother of the "Sons of Thunder," 
James and John, was one of those women who 
stood watch during that cruel execution. 

o Many other daughters of Jerusalem (Luke 
23:27-31) 

o Unnamed women (Mark 15:41) 
 
We are not talking about 1 or two women we are talking 
at least 5+ women! 
 



Here are eyewitness accounts! 
▪ The 5+ women were eyewitnesses of WHERE Jesus 

was buried 
▪ The 5+ women were eyewitnesses THAT Jesus was 

buried 
▪ Joseph of Arimathea, was an eyewitness of WHERE 

Jesus was buried 
▪ Joseph of Arimathea, was an eyewitness THAT Jesus 

was buried 
▪ Nicodemus, was an eyewitness of WHERE Jesus was 

buried (John’s gospel) 
▪ Nicodemus, was an eyewitness THAT Jesus was 

buried 
o NOTE: Luke DOES NOT include these men b/c 

they were NOT IMPORTANT to his Gentile 
audience 

 
WHY did they come to the Tomb on Sunday, the first day 
of the week? 
Luke 23:56 Then they returned and prepared spices and 
perfumes. And they rested on the Sabbath according to 
the commandment.” 

• Jesus died on “Preparation day” = Friday  
o Preparation day for what?  

▪ The Sabbath—which is on every Saturday—
which is the 7th day of the week  



• What did the women do on “preparation day” 
regarding Jesus? 
o They “prepared spices and perfumes” 

• The women “rested on the Sabbath according to the 
commandment.” 
o They did not go to the tomb on Saturday lest 

they break the Sabbath 
 
These WERE NOT women who were TRYING to start a 
NEW RELIGION! 
▪ These were DEVOUT Jewish women 

o As followers of Jesus, they still kept the Sabbath 
Joseph of Arimathea was DEVOUT too! 
▪ He was a “member of the Sanhedrin” (v. 51) 

o He was a supporter and part of the enforcing 
council for Judaism! 

 
The other Gospels tell us that others knew where the 
tomb was located: 
▪ The religious leaders knew where the tomb was 

location because they dispatched the soldiers to 1) 
seal the tomb, 2) to guard the tomb. 

▪ The soldiers obviously knew the location of the 
tomb! 
o The ENEMIES of Jesus KNEW the location of the 

tomb! 



 
When Peter preached in Acts 2 that Jesus had risen from 
the dead, all the Jewish authorities had to do was 
produce the body—but they could not! 

• They could have stopped Christianity in its tracks by 
producing the body—but they couldn’t 

• They knew where Jesus’ tomb was—yet there 
was no Jesus in that tomb. 

• There was no question Jesus died on the cross—
the Roman executioners pronounced Him dead 

• Mary and the disciples knew where the tomb 
was, yet when they went their Easter morning, 
Jesus was not there!  

 
Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God 

The First Witnesses were Women 
 

Luke 24:1-2 “On the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, they (the women) came to the tomb, 
bringing the spices they had prepared. They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb.” 

• Did not EXPECT an Empty Tomb: “bringing the spices 
they had prepared.” 
o They were expecting to put spices on Jesus’ 

body! 

• Did not EXPECT the “the stone [to be] rolled away 



 
 

Years later, Peter wrote in 2 Pet. 1:16 “For we did not 
follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
instead, we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 
▪ If these were ‘cleverly devised myths’, women 

would never have been presented as the first e 
▪ yewitnesses of the risen Christ. 

o Sadly, the testimony of a woman was not 
acceptable in the ancient Roman world.  

If these were ‘cleverly devised myths’, the story would 
have been “On the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the eleven disciples and some women, came 
to the tomb to roll the stone away so the women could 
put the spices on the body of Jesus.” 
▪ BUT that is NOT the account in the Scriptures 
▪ If the resurrection were a MYTH or a FABRICATION, 

then MEN would have been the first eyewitnesses 
because was the culture.  

 
“They found the stone rolled away from the tomb.” 

• WHO rolled away the stone? 
 
Option #1: The soldiers rolled away the stone—that 
would have been treason 



Option #2: The disciples overpowered the soldiers and 
rolled away the stone—highly unlikely since 1) the 
disciples only had 1 sword amongst themselves 2) they 
were not trained fighters, 3) they were disillusioned by 
the death of Jesus, 4) They had nothing to GAIN by faking 
a resurrection.  
Option #3: Something supernatural happened! 

• Something had happened before they had arrived 
o Soldiers had fled the scene 

▪ No evidence of a fight.  

• NO one is dead around the tomb or 
NO blood 

o Stone rolled away 
 
Luke 24:3 “They went in but did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. 

• They expected to find a body 

• They DID NOT “find the body of the Lord Jesus” 
 
Do you think that when they did not see Jesus’ body, 
they started to frantically search the tomb and the area? 
YES! 
▪ They “went in” the tomb 

o They didn’t run when they saw the tomb was 
open, they INVESTIGATED! 



▪ “They went in but did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus” 

 
Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God 

The First Witnessess were PERPLEXED 
 
Have you been “Perplexed” by something? 
 
There are simple things in life that don’t make sense! 
▪ When a professor cancels class why don’t you get a 

refund for that missed class?  
▪ Why do those who complain that we live on “Stolen 

land” never give their piece of land back to the 
Indians? 

▪ Why do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to 
the back of the store to get their prescriptions while 
healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front. 

▪ Why do banks leave vault doors open and then chain 
the pens to the counters. 

▪ Why do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in 
the driveway and put our useless junk in the garage. 

▪ Why do they have drive-up ATM machines with 
Braille lettering. 

▪ Why is ‘abbreviated’ such a long word? 
 

https://www.chicagonow.com/dennis-byrnes-barbershop/2011/09/21-things-that-make-you-scratch-your-head/


In other words, there are things in like that make you 
“Scratch your head in disbelief”. 
▪ To be perplexed is to be “Amazed”, Baffled, 

bewildered, mystified, puzzled” 
 
Luke 24:4 “While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5 
So the women were terrified and bowed down to the 
ground.” 
▪ They were “Amazed”, Baffled, bewildered, mystified, 

puzzled” as to  
o WHERE is Jesus’ body? 
o WHO moved the stone away? 
o WHERE are the guards? 

 
DID they say “Oh yea, Jesus told us HE was rise from the 
dead”? NO 
▪ Did the women say “He is risen, just as He said!”? 

NO 
▪ Did the women start singing “Up from the grave He 

arose”? NO 
 
The women were NOT the ONLY ones “perplexed”! 
 
Luke 24:9-11 “Returning from the tomb, they reported 
all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. (There 



were “other disciples” who followed Jesus)  10 Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them were telling the apostles these 
things. 11 But these words seemed like nonsense to them, 
and they did not believe the women.” 
 
IF this were a MYTH and IF the writer of the MYTH were 
to go against the grain and make women the first 
eyewitnesses, then you’d expect the story to have 
been….“Returning from the tomb, they reported all these 
things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them were telling the apostles these 
things. 11 And the apostles said, “He told us He would 
raise from the dead. Let us go see the empty tomb”, and 
they believed the women.” 
▪ That is NOT what the Scriptures record! 

o The Apostles thought the idea of an empty tomb 
complete with two men in dazzling clothing was 
“NONSENSE!” 

o The Apostles, and the others who were with 
them, DID NOT BELIEVE the Women! 

 
Back to the women at the tomb….The “perplexity” level 
goes to a 10+ when “suddenly two men stood by them in 
dazzling clothes.” 



▪ Apparently, they did not see the men when they 
“went in” the tomb 

▪ The men were in “dazzling clothes” so they were…  
o NOT soldiers! 
o NOT been in a fight with the soldiers 
o NOT any of the apostles 

 
These are described as “men” but there is clearly 
something different about these “men” by how the 
women respond: “So the women were terrified and 
bowed down to the ground.” 
▪ Many times when angels appear to people in the 

Scriptures, people respond in terror! 
o Angels are apparently taller than normal human 

beings 
o Angels, unless they are in full disguise, have a 

dazzling appearance 
 
I find it interesting that although the apostles thought 
what the women said was nonsense, Luke tells us that 
Peter went to the tomb to check it out. 
▪ Luke 24:12 “Peter, however, got up and ran to the 

tomb. When he stooped to look in, he saw only the 
linen cloths. So he went away, amazed at what had 
happened.” 



o John’s Gospel indicates that John also went to 
the tomb with Peter 

 
Why did Peter and John go to the tomb anyway?  
▪ Perhaps because they had seen Jesus’ glory revealed 

in the transfiguration.  
o Jesus clothing was “dazzling white”  

▪ Apparently, they thought something 
supernatural must have happened, but they 
were TOO proud to admit it to the women 
or too fearful due to peer pressure. 

 
Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God 

The Next Witnesses were Disheartened 
 
Luke said the women came from the tomb, and 
“reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
rest.” 
▪ Luke said the eleven (The apostles) were there, but 

so were other followers of Jesus 
▪ Luke also said the news of the empty tomb was 

“nonsense to them.” 
o Luke said Peter left to check out the tomb 

Apparently, when Peter and John left, there were others 
who left the group too! 



▪ Peter and John left to check out the empty tomb—
but apparently did not tell the others that was what 
they were doing since everyone thought the report 
was nonsense.  

 
When Peter and John left, it seems that some of the 
“rest” or other followers of Jesus decided to leave the 
group too.  
▪ Two of those who left decide to walk to the village of 

Emmaus…. 
 
Luke 24:13-32 Now that same day two of them were on 
their way to a village called Emmaus, which was about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 Together they were 
discussing everything that had taken place. 15 And while 
they were discussing and arguing, Jesus himself came 
near and began to walk along with them. 16 But they 
were prevented from recognizing him. 17 Then he asked 
them, “What is this dispute that you’re having with each 
other as you are walking?” And they stopped walking and 
looked discouraged. 
 
18 The one named Cleopas answered him, “Are you the 
only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things 
that happened there in these days?” 
 



19 “What things?” he asked them. 
 
So they said to him, “The things concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet powerful in action and 
speech before God and all the people, 20 and how our 
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
sentenced to death, and they crucified him. 21 But we 
were hoping that he was the one who was about to 
redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day since 
these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from 
our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 
23 and when they didn’t find his body, they came and 
reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said 
he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 
they didn’t see him.” 
▪ They must have been with the apostles when the 

women came to report what they had seen! 
 

Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God 
The First Witness Was the Scriptures 

 
Luke 24:25-27 “He said to them, “How foolish you are, 
and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Messiah to suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning 



with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted for them 
the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures. 

• Moses to the prophets is encompasses ALL of the 
Old Testament! 
o Jesus is in EVERY book of the Old Testament 

 
In Genesis, He is the breath of life.  
In Exodus, He is the Passover Lamb.  
In Leviticus, you’ll get to see Him as your High Priest.  
In Numbers, He’s the fire by night.  
In Deuteronomy, He is Israel’s Guide.  
In Joshua, He’s salvation’s choice.  
In Judges, He is Israel’s guard.  
In Ruth, He is the Kinsman Redeemer.  
In 1st and 2nd Samuel, you’ll see Him as your trusted 
Prophet.  
In Kings and Chronicles, He’s sovereign.  
In Ezra, He is the true and faithful Scribe.  
In Nehemiah, you’ll see Him as the re-builder of walls 
and of lives.  
In Esther, you’ll see Him as courage.  
In Job, He’ll be the timeless Redeemer.  
In Psalms, He is the morning song.  
In Proverbs, He is our wisdom.  
In Ecclesiastes, He’s a time and a season.  
In Song of Solomon, you’ll see Him as the lover’s dream.  

https://s7d9.scene7.com/is/content/LifeWayChristianResources/discerning_the_voice_of_god_bible_handoutpdf.pdf


In Isaiah, He is the Prince of Peace.  
In Jeremiah, He is the weeping prophet.  
In Lamentations, He’s the cry for Israel.  
In Ezekiel, He is the call from sin.  
In Daniel, He’s the stranger in the fire.  
In Hosea, He is the forever Faithful.  
In Joel, He is the Spirit’s power.  
In Amos, He’ll be the strong arms that will carry you.  
In Obadiah, He’s the Lord our Savior.  
In Jonah, you’ll see Him as the great missionary.  
In Micah, He is the promise of peace.  
In Nahum, He’s our strength and our shield. 
In Habakkuk and Zephaniah, He brings revival.  
In Haggai, He restores that which was lost.  
In Zechariah, He is our fountain.  
In Malachi, He’s the Son of righteousness with healing in 
His wings 
 
Jesus not only opened the minds of the two on the road 
to Emmaus, but later when he appeared to the Apostles, 
He opened their minds too to how the Old Testament 
spoke of Him.  
 

Why Should Anyone Believe Jesus is the Son of God 
The First Witnesses were Doubtful 

 



Luke 24:33-43 “That very hour they got up and returned 
to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with 
them gathered together, 34 who said, “The Lord has truly 
been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they 
began to describe what had happened on the road and 
how he was made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. 
 
36 As they were saying these things, he himself stood in 
their midst. He said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they 
were startled and terrified and thought they were seeing 
a ghost. 38 “Why are you troubled?” he asked them. 
“And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself! Touch me and see, 
because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
can see I have.” 40 Having said this, he showed them his 
hands and feet. 41 But while they still were amazed and 
in disbelief because of their joy, he asked them, “Do you 
have anything here to eat?” 42 So they gave him a piece 
of a broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
 

YOU 
 

IF you were to create a MYTH about a person you’d make 
that man…. 



• A good teacher  

• A worker of miracles 
o Jesus is all these things. 

 
If you were to cap off your story with this man raising 
from the dead, you  

1. WOULD NOT write the story while the people were 
alive who could discredit your story 

2. WOULD NOT have eyewitnesses that were…. 
a. Women 
b. Doubtful 
c. Perplexed 
d. Disheartened 

3. WOULD NOT write a story claiming that writings 
from a religious book already in existence 
prophesied this man. 

 
The fact that NO ONE trying to create a MYTH so they 
can start a “new religion” would creates such a fantasy.  

• This fact points to its authenticity.  
 
What evidence do you need to believe Jesus is the 
Messiah? 

• Evidence of a VARIETY of Eyewitnesses? You got it. 

• Evidence of UNLIKELY of Eyewitnesses? You got it. 

• Evidence of DOUBTFUL of Eyewitnesses? You got it. 



• Evidence of DISHEARTENED Eyewitnesses? You got 
it. 

• Evidence from PROPHECIES? You got it. 
 
What evidence do you need to believe Jesus is the 
Messiah? 

• Changed Lives? You got it. 
o Fearful disciples stood up 40 days later…. 

• Unrecanting Testimony? You got it. 
o Charles Colson quote:  

• Written Prophecies fulfilled? You got it. 
o Read and study the Old Testament 

• Extra-biblical sources? You got it! 
o Read accounts of Jesus by Josephus, Pliny the 

Younger, the Jewish Talmud, Roman historian 
Cornelius Tacitus, Gaius Suetonius, Mara 
Serapion, and more! 

 

• What evidence do you need to believe Jesus is the 
Messiah? 

• You can reconstruct Jesus’ life from writings found in 
the early church fathers 

• Person of Interest—Jesus in art, science, literature. 
 
THERE is NOT a LACK of EVIDENCE 

https://reasonsforjesus.com/a-list-of-extra-biblical-sources-for-the-historical-jesus/


• The only thing holding anyone back is a willingness 
to Humble themselves before God! 

• The only thing holding anyone back is a willingness 
to BELIEVE 


