
What Impresses Jesus 
Luke 7:1-10 

 
ETS: The least likely person amazed Jesus with his faith.  
ESS: What does it take to amaze Jesus?  
OSS: I want people to know what it takes to amaze Jesus 
PQ: Does Your Faith Amaze Jesus?  
UW: Ingredients 
 

ME 
 

Dad Jokes: 

• Why did the golfer bring two pairs of pants? In case 
he got a hole in one 

• Why do seagulls fly over the sea? If they flew over 
the bay, they would be bagels. 

• What's the difference between a man's wallet 
before and after kids? There are pictures where the 
money used to be. 

• I told my wife that a husband is like a fine wine: we 
just get better with age. The next day she locked me 
in the cellar. 

• I haven't spoken to my wife in four years. I thought it 
would be rude to interrupt her! 

 
Joy of raising children is watching them being AMAZED 



• Babies are AMAZED at everything 
o Amazed at balloons floating, playing pick-a-boo, 

etc. 

• As children grow, they aren’t AMAZED anymore by 
the same things, but they are still amazed by many 
things. 
o Not amazed by a balloon, but AMAZED by a hot-

air balloon carrying people. 
o Not amazed by a bird flying, but AMAZED when 

they fly on a plane. 

• Teenagers are NOT AMAZED at anything because 
they think they know it all! (LOL) 
o Amazed when they encounter science 

experiments, chemical reactions, the opposite 
sex! 

• When you get into your adult years the everyday 
things that once amazed you become less and less 
because you get used to them.  

 
What causes an ADULT to be amazed?  

• Adults are amazed when something out-of-the-
ordinary happens 
o Amazed by a first-hand experience of a 

powerful tornado 
o Amazed by new technology 



▪ Amazed at how a computer works (or 
better yet, when it works 

▪ Amazed at how you can send pictures 
through the air or over cable 

▪ Amazed at stupid things like “How does a 
fly land on the ceiling?” 

• Adults are amazed when something unexpected 
happens 
o Amazed at the level of corruption in an 

organization 
o Amazed by the betrayal of someone they 

thought they knew 
o Amazed as they dig deeper into a subject 

 
WE are AMAZED when confronted with something NEW 
WE are AMAZED when confronted with something out-
of-the-ordinary. 
WE are AMAZED when confronted with the unexpected  
 
As adults, what AMAZES us becomes less and less, and 
usually must be more dramatic, bigger-scale, etc.  
 

WE 
 
Have you ever wondered what would amaze God?   



• Creator of the universe; He knows how everything 
works.   
o Mathematics, physics, nuclear energy and high 

IQ’s do not amaze God.  
▪ Why? Because He created them. 

• God is NOT amazed at fly landing on 
ceilings! 

 
Is it possible to AMAZE God?  
If so, what would it take to AMAZE God?  
Can YOU and I live in such a way to AMAZE God?  
 

GOD 
 
Turn to Luke 7 
 
Jesus has concluded what some call “The Sermon on the 
Plain” 

• DIRECTED to His newly-appointed Apostles and His 
disciples 
o PREPARING them for an UNEXPECTED FUTURE 

▪ INSTRUCTING them on HOW to respond to 
the Haters 

• WARNING them against FAILURE to 
listen to His words 

 



Jesus has been teaching in Galilee – which is north of 
Jerusalem 

• Area of Palestine which had a significant GENTILE 
presence 
o (Luke’s initial audience was Gentile Christians so 

Luke highlights Jesus’ teaching that would make 
the most impact on his audience.) 

 
Luke 7:1 “When he had concluded saying all this to the 
people who were listening, he entered Capernaum.” 

• Outside of the Gospels, there is nothing about 
Capernaum 

• Capernaum was home base for Jesus after He was 
rejected in Nazareth 
o Called Peter, Andrew, James, John, and 

Matthew in Capernaum 
o Jesus also paid the Temple tax in Capernaum 

• In New Testament times, Capernaum was a center of 
commerce.  
o It was situated on the road connecting the 

region with Damascus.  
o Fishing and trade were important, and the town 

was a Roman tax polling station (which is why 
Matthew was there) 
▪ Recent Franciscan excavators of Capernaum 

have noted an ancient milestone indicating 



it was a strategic post for Rome – which is 
why we have what happens in LUKE 7. 

• In comparison to the neighboring city of Magdala, 
Capernaum was very small 
o Capernaum was not a wealthy town.  

• Its residents could not afford imported pottery or 
expensive oils and relied upon agricultural 
subsistence for their resources (Reed, Archaeology, 
164).1 

 
Summary: Jesus is entering a small, common, but a 
strategically important town for the Romans.  
 
Luke 7:2 “A centurion’s servant, who was highly valued 
by him, was sick and about to die.” 

• Centurions were OFFICERS in the Roman army 
o Had command over about 80 to 100 soldiers 

• Centurions were GENTILES 
 
The Romans practiced slavery 

• Slavery took various forms in the Roman world from 
people captured in war and made slaves, to those 
who sold themselves as slaves to pay off debts, or as 
punishments for crimes.  

 
1 Amanda Cookson Carver, “Capernaum, Archaeological Overview,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The 
Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=capernaum_place.description_of_capernaum&off=742&ctx=+Archaeology%2c+157).+~Capernaum+was+not+a+


• Under Roman law, enslaved people had no personal 
rights and were regarded as the property of their 
masters. They could be bought, sold, and 
mistreated at will and were unable to own property, 
enter into a contract, or legally marry. 
o For example, if a slave murdered his master, 

then all the slaves in the household were to be 
slaughtered and put to death. Even slaves who 
misbehaved were beaten, burnt with an iron rod 
or killed. 

 
Juneteeth-Texas slaves were notified of their freedom  

• Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the 
day when federal troops arrived in Galveston, Texas 
in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that 
all enslaved people be freed.  
o The troops’ arrival came a full two and a half 

years after the signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation.  
▪ Juneteenth honors the end of slavery in the 

United States and is considered the longest-
running African American holiday.  

▪  
We don’t now HOW the centurion got his slave 
(“servant”), we don’t know if the servant was a male or 



female, but we do know he/she was …highly valued by 
him, was sick and about to die 

• Despite the fact that the slave was UNDER the 
Centurion’s authority, the Centurion still “highly 
valued” his slave. 
o WHY he “highly valued” his slave we don’t 

know, but we do know he was very concerned 
for his slave.  

 
Luke 7:3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent 
some Jewish elders to him, requesting him to come and 
save the life of his servant. 
 
Jesus’ ministry was in full swing.   

• He had just finished presenting the Sermon on the 
Plain 
o We know when Jesus taught the people were 

AMAZED  
▪ They were AMAZED in Nazareth by the 

“gracious words that came from his mouth” 
(Luke 4:2) 

• We know people were AMAZED by Jesus’ miracles 
o When Jesus told Peter to cast his net into the 

water, “For he and all those with him were 
amazed at the catch of fish they had taken,” 
(Luke 5:9) 



o By this point, Jesus had healed the most 
dreaded disease of the day: leprosy as well as 
“all kinds of diseases.” 

 
Apparently, this Roman centurion has a good relationship 
not only with his servant but also with the Jewish 
people! 

• “He sent Jewish elders to Jesus” 
o Again, he is OVER the Jews and had authority 

over them as a Roman officer, YET the Jewish 
elders did not OBJECT and instead went to 
Jesus. 
▪ Apparently, they knew it was FOOLISH to 

DISOBEY his request OR they honored his 
request out of respect—it seems the latter 
is the reason… 

 
Luke 7:4-5 When they reached Jesus, they pleaded with 
him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy for you to grant this, 
5 because he loves our nation and has built us a 
synagogue.” 

• They didn’t say “He is worthy for you to grant this” 
because he is a ROMAN soldier 
o They said, “He is worthy for you to grant this 

because he loves our nation and has built us a 
synagogue.” 



 
Luke 7:6 8“Jesus went with them, and when he was not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell him, 
“Lord, don’t trouble yourself, since I am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I didn’t even 
consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I too am a 
man placed under authority, having soldiers under my 
command. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to 
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.” 
 
Here is where Jesus, where God, is AMAZED…Luke 7:9-10 
“Jesus heard this and was amazed at him, and turning to 
the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not 
found so great a faith even in Israel.” 10 When those who 
had been sent returned to the house, they found the 
servant in good health. 
 
This is the ONLY TIME a person AMAZED Jesus! 

• The Apostles were later AMAZED 

• The crowds were AMAZED 

• The Pharisees were later AMAZED 
o But, this is the ONLY TIME Jesus was AMAZED! 

 
How do you AMAZE GOD? 



WHY was Jesus AMAZED? 
IS it POSSIBLE to AMAZE GOD now? 
 
HOW does something AMAZE you? 

• First ingredient: It is NOT something you’d expect 

• Second ingredient: it is something that DEFIES 
explanation—at least based on what you know or 
the “experts” know! 

 
Do you remember when you saw your first TV? 

• Did you find it amazing that pictures could be 
transmitted over the airwaves? 

• Did you expect that we could even transmit pictures 
over the airwaves? 

• Was the TV something that you could not explain on 
your own? 

 
WHEN you got on your first airplane did you find it 
amazing?  

• If you had never seen a Jet before and someone took 
you to it and said it could fly would agree or laugh at 
them?  
o How can something that HEAVY fly? 

▪ Think how amazing it was when my cousins, 
the Wright brothers (just kidding), flew 
their aircraft! 



 
NEWER ILLUSTRATION: UAP (Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomena) or UFO’s  

• Have you seen the footage of UAP’s? 
o People are baffled by what these UAP’s can do! 

▪ “Military and intelligence officials say they 
remain baffled by unusual, unidentified 
aircraft that have been encountered in 
recent years off both coasts” – 
Mysterwire.com 

 
HOW does something AMAZE you? 

• First ingredient: It is NOT something you’d expect 

• Second ingredient: it is something that DEFIES 
explanation—at least based on what you know or 
the “experts” know! 

 
How did this centurion AMAZE Jesus! 
How can WE amaze Jesus? 
 
This centurion was clearly interested in the God of the 
Jews. 

• Luke 7:4-5 When they reached Jesus, they pleaded 
with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy for you to 
grant this, 5 because he loves our nation and has 
built us a synagogue.” 

https://www.mysterywire.com/ufo/new-uap-photographs/


o Clearly, this Gentile soldier had an affinity for 
the Jews 
▪ Maybe he did it to “get along” with the 

Jews, but it seems much deeper than trying 
to keep things calm. 

• He “built them a synagogue” 
o He could not go into their 

synagogue, but he saw the 
synagogue as something worth 
investing his time, energy, and 
maybe personal resources into.  

o Obviously, this was not a request from a 
“Disconnected” Roman leader, because he had 
a reputation of “loving” the Jewish people.  

 
This centurion has a tender and receptive heart.  

• Tender to those under his authority: his slave and 
the Jews 
o Tender to those for whom he had NO REASON 

to show kindness! 

• Tender to the things of God. 
 
There was another group of people in authority who DID 
NOT amaze Jesus: the Pharisees! 

• They did not show tenderness to those “under” 
them! 



o They consistently looked down on the “sinners” 
and “tax collectors” 

o They demanded recognition in the marketplace, 
at meetings, etc. 

• Even though they were “Professional Jewish 
teachers” they were not TENDER to God’s working in 
their midst. 
o They know ABOUT God but there not OPEN TO 

GOD! 
 
WE will never AMAZE Jesus if we can’t get this FIRST 
INGREDIENT! 

• IF WE look down on others, we cannot amaze Jesus 

• If WE are not tender to God’s working, we cannot 
amaze Jesus 

 
This is NOT the ONLY INGREDIENT it takes to AMAZE 
Jesus, but it is foundational. 
 

First Ingredient to AMAZE Jesus… 
Faith in Jesus’ Authority 

 
The centurion recognized Jesus for who He was. “Lord” 
(v. 6)  

• Here is a man who is not a cleric, he is not a Jew, 
and more than likely he may not be a Jewish convert, 



yet he recognizes that this man who people called 
Jesus is special, different.  
o In fact, the centurion is willing to address Jesus 

NOT as “Teacher” or “Rabbi, but as “Lord.   
 
Think about HOW BIG of a STEP this was! 

• A Roman Centurion, who is a local commander, with 
the AUTHORITY of ROME, calls Jesus, a carpenter 
turned itinerate preacher, “Lord.” 
o Because this Roman soldier had a tender and 

open heart toward God and others—including 
those socially beneath him—he was able to 
humble himself to call a carpenter turned 
itinerate preacher “Lord” or “Master”! 

 
One thing I have noticed—in increasing measure---is the 
absolute reluctance of many people to HUMBLE 
themselves. 

• We have turned into a “ME FIRST” culture. 
o Life is about what MAKES ME HAPPY 

▪ It is about MY TRUTH 
 
What has happened to HUMILITY?  
 
I believe the “spiritual soil” in America—and most of the 
western world—has grown hard 



• Interestingly, the Middle East is seeing the largest 
growth in Christianity 
o Personally, I wonder if as we prepare for Christ’s 

return the church is coming “full circle”!  
 
You cannot AMAZE Jesus without HUMILITY! 

• Unless You are willing to REPENT of sin, you will not 
experience knowing Jesus! 

• Unless, you are willing to live in daily humility, you 
will not WALK with Jesus!  

 
This Roman Centurion was willing to HUMBLE himself 
and call Jesus “Lord” 
 
IF WE want to AMAZE Jesus, WE must “Recognize Him as 
Lord!” 

• Luke 3: John the Baptist referred to Jesus as “Lord” 
quoting Isaiah 

• Luke 5: Peter called Jesus “Lord” after being 
AMAZED by Him 

• Luke 5 the leper recognized Jesus as Lord. 
 
In some ways, it would be EXPECTED that Peter and John 
the Baptist called Jesus “Lord” b/c there were JEWS  
 



In contrast, the religious teachers who opposed Jesus 
never called him “Lord” they may call Him “teacher” but 
they would never go as far as to call Him Lord.  

o Btw, Satan never called Jesus “Lord” in Luke 4. 
 
The unexpected often amazes us! 
 
What led to Jesus was AMAZEMENT was that a ROMAN 
SOLIDER would call Him Lord; however, the Leper in Luke 
5 called Jesus Lord and we didn’t read that Jesus was 
“Amazed” so there must be more to AMAZING Jesus.  
 
Luke 7:6 8 “Jesus went with them, and when he was not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell him, 
“Lord, don’t trouble yourself, since I am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I didn’t even 
consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I too am a 
man placed under authority, having soldiers under my 
command. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to 
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.” 
 
Faith in Jesus’ authority requires HUMILITY 
 



HUMILITY: “I am not worthy to have you come under my 
roof” 

• If anyone of the group could have argued they were 
worthy—by worldly standards—it was the 
centurion! He was a Roman Commander!  
o He could have used his office as a leverage 

point.  He could have said,  “I am an officer in 
the Roman army and I demand that you heal my 
servant.” 

 
Now we see WHY the Roman Centurion sent the “Jewish 
Elders” instead of going himself: “That is why I didn’t 
even consider myself worthy to come to you” 

• I think the Roman Centurion was familiar enough 
with Jewish teachings by the rabbis that taught 
GENTILES are DOGS and UNCLEAN that he didn’t see 
himself as “Worthy” to have this Jew named Jesus to 
come into his home! 

 
Faith in Jesus’ authority requires ACTION 
 

Second Ingredient to AMAZE Jesus… 
Faith in Jesus’ Ability 

 
The centurion recognized Jesus’ authority to heal 
diseases: But say the word, and my servant will be 



healed” but at the same time the centurion recognized 
that Jesus was operating UNDER AUTHORITY—Jesus too 
was operating out of humility! 
 
Two Men:Both acting under AUTHORITY! 
 
The roman centurion had FAITH that Jesus could HEAL 
his servant—even from a distance! 

• He believed Jesus had that much authority over 
disease! 

 
WHOSE was in Authority over Jesus? God the Father! 

• Jesus is “Lord” but on this earth, He operated under 
God’s authority! 

 
The centurion SAW what the religious leaders did not 
see! 

• Jesus was God—He could do what only God can do & 
Jesus was operating under authority as the Son of 
God. 

 
NOBODY else was SEEING what the centurion saw! 

• WHY could the centurion SEE what God was doing? 
o Because he was a man of humility 
o Because he was a man who understood how 

authority worked 



 
The centurion saw that although Jesus was under the 
authority of God the Father, He had the authority to do 
what He needed to do—just like the centurion! 

• Luke 7:8 “For I too am a man placed under authority, 
having soldiers under my command. I say to this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

 
DOES Jesus have AUTHORITY over SIN in your life OR 
does SIN have AUTHORITY over YOU?  

• DO you believe Jesus can FREE you from the 
BONDAGE of SIN! 
o ARE you willing to TRUST Him? 

 
I think the ICING on the CAKE was the centurion’s 
request: “But say the word, and my servant will be 
healed” 

• The centurion was NOT ASKING …  
o for an audience with Jesus 
o for Jesus to come to the house and touch his 

servant 

• If you look back Jesus was going in the direction of 
the centurion’s house! 



o Jesus was going to make a house call: Jesus 
went with them, and when he was not far from 
the house” (v. 6) 

 
The centurion believed Jesus had the authority to 
command sickness to leave without being present!  

• The centurion had FAITH in Jesus’ authority  
 
Luke 7:9-10 “Jesus heard this and was amazed at him, 
and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell 
you, I have not found so great a faith even in Israel.” 10 
When those who had been sent returned to the house, 
they found the servant in good health.” 

• Jesus DID NOT commend the centurion for his good 
works, but for his faith! 

 
Jesus responded to his faith and healed the servant. 
Jesus honored his request and did not go to the house 

• As far as I know, this is the only miracle where Jesus 
did not physically touch or see the person! 

 
There were PEOPLE who were amazed: 

• Those who saw the servant had been healed 
 
Jesus amazed at the centurion’s faith 

• Amazed at the centurion’s faith 



o Faith borne out of humility 
o Faith believing in Jesus’ ability 
o Faith believing Jesus’ authority 

 
YOU 

 
How does this story apply to us?  
 
Luke 18:8 “Now he told them a parable on the need for 
them to pray always and not give up. 2 “There was a 
judge in a certain town who didn’t fear God or respect 
people. 3 And a widow in that town kept coming to him, 
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 
 
4 “For a while he was unwilling, but later he said to 
himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or respect people, 
5 yet because this widow keeps pestering me, I will give 
her justice, so that she doesn’t wear me out by her 
persistent coming.’” 
 
6 Then the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 Will not God grant justice to his elect who cry out 
to him day and night? Will he delay helping them? 8 I tell 
you that he will swiftly grant them justice. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 



Many today believe the church will be raptured BEFORE 
the Tribulation Period 

• Tribulation: 3 ½ years when the Anti-Christ rises to 
power 

• Great Tribulation: last 3 ½ year when Anti-Christ 
rules 
o God pours out His wrath on the earth 

 
Early church believed the church would live through the 
Tribulation period…. 

• What if the view is correct?  
o Will not God grant justice to his elect who cry 

out to him day and night? Will he delay helping 
them? 8 I tell you that he will swiftly grant them 
justice. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

• What if we, the church, will live through the 
Tribulation and into the Great Tribulation! 

 
Does your faith amaze Jesus? 
 
What about when tragedy strikes? 
What about when illness strikes? 
What about when financial struggles hit?  
 
Does your faith amaze Jesus? 


