
When Even the Greatest Has Doubts! 
Luke 7:11-28 

 
ETS: John the Baptist disciples expressed John’s doubt to 
Jesus 
ESS: Jesus was not angry with John for doubting, instead 
He exalted him 
OSS: I want people to know doubt is natural but they 
must not give up in the midst of doubt 
PS: Don’t but don’t give up! 
UW: Doubt 
 

ME 
 

 
Believers “Walk by faith and NOT by sight” 

• We believe there is a God 

• We believe God will judge EVERYONE for their sins 

• We believe we cannot PAY for our sins 

• We believe God sent His Son, Jesus 

• We believe Jesus died for our sins 

• We believe a person must TURN from Sin and turn to 
Christ for deliverance 

• We believe salvation is ONLY through FAITH in Christ 

• We believe you cannot EARN your salvation 



• We believe heaven is our home because of our 
PERSONAL faith in Christ 

 
Even though we believe these truths, we can still face 
DOUBT 
 
Have you found yourself asking God a lot of questions? 

• Does God really know what I am going through? 
o Am I really a child of God because if I were, He 

wouldn’t let me struggle! 
 
Have you found your faith struggling? 

• What do you do when others point out that your 
prayers did not result in the “Happy ending” you had 
hoped for? 
o Do you quit?  
o Do you grow bitter toward God? 

• Have you ever thought, “Maybe there is no God”? 
 
 
Even in this age of incredible technological advances, the 
Bible is relevant because it deals with the human heart. 

• It is comprised of real people with real questions in 
the midst of real problems and they don’t all end 
with a “resurrection.” 

 



When DIFFICULTIES happen in life, DOUBT can easily set 
in! 

 
Is it wrong to have doubts about God? 
 
If you have doubts about God,  

• Does that mean you are NOT a Christian? 

• Does that mean God is ANGRY with you? 

• Does that mean you are LESS of a CHRISTIAN? 
 

WE 
 

Personally, I wonder if some of the “falling away” we are 
starting to see among people who SAID they were 
Christians, who wrote BOOKS about Christianity, who 
PASTORED churches, is  

• BECAUSE there has been this attitude among church 
leaders and members of “WE can’t let people know 
we are struggling.” 
o “IF I let people know I have moments of DOUBT, 

they’ll think I’m weak” 
o “IF I let people know I have moments of DOUBT, 

I won’t be a good example” 
 
PROBLEM: we inadvertently created a FALSE REALITY! 



• A reality that indicated if you are TRUE BELIEVER you 
will NEVER DOUBT! 

 
I grew up under a godly pastor, but he often exclaimed 
that from the moment he received Christ he never once 
doubted his salvation.  

• Maybe that was true for him, but for the VAST 
MAJORITY of people it is NOT! 

 
Is it wrong to have doubts about God? 
 
If you have doubts about God,  

• Does that mean you are NOT a Christian? 

• Does that mean God is ANGRY with you? 

• Does that mean you are LESS of a CHRISTIAN? 
 
What does God think about US when we have DOUBTS? 

 
GOD 

 
Luke 7:11-15 Afterward he was on his way to a town 
called Nain. His disciples and a large crowd were 
traveling with him. 12 Just as he neared the gate of the 
town, a dead man was being carried out. He was his 
mother’s only son, and she was a widow. A large crowd 
from the town was also with her. 13 When the Lord saw 



her, he had compassion on her and said, “Don’t weep.” 
14 Then he came up and touched the open coffin, and 
the pallbearers stopped. And he said, “Young man, I tell 
you, get up!” 
 
15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. 16 Then fear came over 
everyone, and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen among us,” and “God has visited his 
people.” 17 This report about him went throughout 
Judea and all the vicinity. 

• Jesus had compassion on the woman who would 
have been left without any support. 

• No record of her asking Jesus to raise her son from 
the dead—Jesus acted out of His own compassion for 
her.  

• First resurrection story in Luke 
 
The resurrection of this young man appears to have 
REMOVED any doubt about JESUS! 

• People calling Jesus “a great prophet” 
 
There were a lot of prophets in Israel’s history but only 
TWO raised people from the dead: Elijah and Elisha 

• Elijah the prophet raised the widow of Zarephath’s 
son from the dead. 



• Elisha the prophet raised the Shunammite woman’s 
son from the dead. 
o A dead man was hastily thrown into Elisha’s 

grave and when his dead body touched Elisha’s 
bones, he came to life! (Weird story) 

 
This young man was the FIRST PERSON Jesus raised from 
the dead 

• The people recognized Jesus as not just a prophet, 
but a “Great prophet” 
o He was in the company of only two prophets: 

Elijah and Elisha 

• People recognizing that “God has visited His people” 
 
Caused more publicity about Jesus 
 
Luke 7:18a Then John’s disciples told him about all these 
things.  
 
Who was John? = John the Baptist 

• John’s miraculous conception in Luke 1 
o Miracle baby born to aging, barren parents 
o Filled with Holy Spirit while still in the womb! 
o Mission: Prepare the way for the Lord -  John 

the Baptist was in the role of “Elijah” who was 



predicted to return to prepare the way for the 
Lord. 

• John’s connection to Jesus 
o When Mary visited John’s mother, he lept in his 

mother’s womb!  
▪ John was a cousin to Jesus 

 
The story is about a man who was personally chosen by 
God and given a mission! 

• He was chosen by God before he was born 
o He was filled with the Holy Spirit before he was 

born 
▪ (I don’t know of anyone –other than Christ-

who was filled with the Holy Spirit before 
birth!) 

o He was the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy 
▪ Later Jesus said, “John was the Elijah who 

was to come.” 
 
Luke 3- Fast Forward 30 years 

• John the Baptist is preaching and baptizing people 

• Jesus comes to John and asks John to baptize Him 
 
Luke 3:21-22 “As [Jesus] was praying, heaven opened, 22 
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in a physical 



appearance like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well-pleased.” 

• The Gospel of John records John the Baptist telling 
His disciples: John 1:32-34 “And John testified, “I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and he rested on him. 33 I didn’t know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The one 
you see the Spirit descending and resting on—he is 
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have 
seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 
Several Months after he baptized Jesus, his life took an 
unexpected turn-John the Baptist is thrown into prison! 
 
What did John do to deserve to be thrown into prison? 

• Yes John dressed funny(“camel-hair garment with a 
leather belt”) -no reason to be arrested 

• Yes John ate a weird diet (“food was locusts and wild 
honey”) -no reason to be arrested 

• Yes, John made the religious leaders mad because 
he called them “a brood of vipers”, but they didn’t 
have the authority to have him thrown in prison.  

 
BIG QUESTIONS:  

• What did John do to deserve to be thrown into 
prison? 



• What was Jesus going to do about it? 
 
John did most of his baptizing in the area ruled by Herod 
Antipas. 

• You’ve probably heard of Herod the Great from the 
Christmas story 
o Herod the Great had three sons 

▪ One of his sons was “Herod Antipas” also 
known as Herod the Tetrarch 

• It is tricky trying to keep all the Herod 
lined up! 

 
Herod Antipas was the ruler over Galilee during Jesus’ 
years on earth. 
 
Herod the Great had another son-by a different woman- 
named Herod Philip 
 
Herod Philip-Herod Antipas’ half-brother-married 
Herodias 

• Herodias was the niece of Herod the Great! 
o b married his niece (Don’t even do that in the 

South) 
 
Herod Philip later goes to Rome on an extended trip 



• While in Rome, his wife-niece Herodias begins an 
affair with Herod Antipas who would be her uncle 
half brother-in-law  
o So Herodias leaves one “uncle half-brother” for 

another “uncle half-brother” 
▪ Bottom Line: She married Herod Antipas 

 
This was scandalous-especially to the Jews 

• Herod Antipas is reigning over the Jew and they are 
not happy 

 
John the Baptizer, who had baptized Jesus, begins to 
preach about this scandal! 

• John the Baptizer drew big crowds: Matthew 3:5–6 
(HCSB) “Then people from Jerusalem, all Judea, and 
all the vicinity of the Jordan were flocking to him, 
6 and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they confessed their sins.” 
o Herod Antipas’ adultery and subsequent 

marriage to Herodias was a great example of 
sin-so John used Herod and Herodias as a prime 
example of sin. 

 
Herodias has John the Baptizer put in prison. 
 



Herodias really doesn’t like being the target of John the 
Baptists preaching! 

• She was obviously bothered by the whispering she’d 
see when out among the Jews 

• She was obviously bothered by the fact that her sin 
was on public display 

 
According to the Jewish historian Josephus, John the 
Baptizer was put in prison in MACHAERUS 

• Machaerus was built by Herod the Great and later 
became the property of Herod Antipas-who was 
Herodias’ husband-uncle. 

 
John the Baptizer … 

• Was known as a “Prophet” 

• Baptized people in response to their repentance 

• Predicted “Forerunner” of the Messiah 

• Baptized Jesus 

• Locked up in prison  
 
Luke 7:18-20 So John summoned two of his disciples 19 
and sent them to the Lord, asking, “Are you the one who 
is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 20 
When the men reached him, they said, “John the Baptist 
sent us to ask you, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we expect someone else?’” 



 
Skip to vs. 28 to see what Jesus thought of John the 
Baptist: Luke 7:28 “28 I tell you, among those born of 
women no one is greater than John, but the least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

• Jesus said “no one is greater than John” 
o No even Jesus’ mother is greater than John the 

Baptist! 
o No even Jesus’ earthly father is greater than 

John the Baptist! 
 
If Jesus felt this way about John the Baptist and Jesus 
heard that John the Baptist had been arrested what you 
would expect Jesus to have done? 

• You would expect Jesus to visit John the Baptist 

• You would expect Jesus might try to get John the 
Baptist out of prison 
o Can you imagine the powerful duo John the 

Baptist and Jesus could be? 
▪ In fact, in John 4:1 we get a glimpse of John 

the Baptist baptizing and Jesus’ disciples 
baptizing too! 

• Together, they could have a radical 
impact on Israel! 

 



If Jesus is a mythological figure, you would not have 
Jesus doing what He did when He learned John was in 
prison!! 
 
How do you think that man about whom Jesus said: “no 
one is greater than John” felt abou the fact that Jesus 
never came to visit?  

• Jesus had just resurrected the son of a widow 
woman—a woman who had NO connection to Jesus, 
who was not a FOLLOWER of Jesus—YET, He never 
visited or tried to get John the Baptist out of jail! 

 
Some of you no doubt feel that way at this point! 

• You may be thinking  
o “What have I done to deserve this?” 
o “Why is God silent?” 
o “Where is God when I need Him the most?” 

• You may be wondering: 
o “Why didn’t God fix the situation?” 
o “Why did God allow my child to descend into 

drug addiction?” 
o “Why did God allow my parent to die from 

cancer?” 
o “Why doesn’t God heal me?” 

 
You are in a time when you don’t know what else to do! 



• God seems to have gone in the opposite direction 
from you! 
o It feels like He doesn’t care! 
o It feels like He doesn’t even know your name! 

 
John is languishing in prison 

• Smelly dungeon 

• Hot and nasty 
o While Jesus is traveling about, healing people, 

attending parties at a tax collector’s home, and 
going to synagogue.  

 
John the Baptist can’t take it anymore so he sends some 
of his disciples to ask Jesus “Are you the one?” 
 
What is John the Baptist doing? He is doubting! 
  

Doubt is Natural 
 

John must have thought, If I am Messiah’s forerunner 
and Jesus is the Messiah, why am I in prison? 

• Jesus was not doing what John expected the Messiah 
would do 
o John the Baptist expected Jesus to be 

overthrowing the oppressive Romans and 
freeing the Jews! 



o John the Baptist expected Jesus to be setting up 
His earthly kingdom 

o John the Baptist expected Jesus to be ruling the 
nations 

However, none of those things had happened! 

• John the Baptist was sitting in prison sweating, 
swatting flies, eating subhuman food and 
languishing! 

 
If you feel confused by God-don’t worry-you are not the 
first! 

• If John the Baptist, a man Jesus said was the 
“greatest among those born of women”, was 
confused by Jesus, don’t feel badly if you feel 
confused! 

 
Doubt is often rooted in  

• Uncertainty! 

• Confusion 

• Disappointment 

• Fear 

• Lack of evidence 

• Different outcome than expected 
 
Look what Jesus is doing when they approach Him: Luke 
7:21 “At that time Jesus healed many people of diseases, 



afflictions, and evil spirits, and he granted sight to many 
blind people.” 
 
Jesus was having an impact-but not on the people John 
thought He would 

• Jesus was impacting the blind, lame, diseased, deaf, 
dead and poor-NOT the political leaders. 

 
Doubt is Natural 

 
Even the greatest heroes in the Bible doubted! 

• Abraham doubted God’s promise that he and Sarah 
could have a child in their old age 

• Sarah doubted she would be able to have a child in 
her old age 

• Elijah—who was linked to John the Baptist—
doubted he was making a difference in his ministry 

• Moses doubted he was the right person to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt 

• Zechariah (John’s father) initially doubted the angel 
who told him they would have a son 

 
To doubt is HUMAN! 

• We all DOUBT 
o Doubt hits when life takes a turn for the worse 
o Doubt hits when we feel God has abandoned us 



o Doubt hits when we are confronted with a 
situation or argument we don’t have an answer 
for. 

 
If you STRUGGLE with DOUBT about God---welcome to 
the club! 
 
How did Jesus react to John’s doubt?  
 
While this healing by Jesus was all well and good for 
people, what about John the Baptist?  

• What was Jesus going to do for him?  
 
Luke 7:22-23 He replied to them, “Go and report to John 
what you have seen and heard: The blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told the 
good news, 23 and blessed is the one who isn’t offended 
by me.” 
 
Jesus does not offer to free John the Baptist from his 
prison! 

• In fact, Jesus gives John the Baptist a challenge: “and 
blessed is the one who isn’t offended by me.” 

 



This is a HUGE Challenge for us when God is not 
responding the way we want him to! 

• OUR CHALLENGE: Not to be offended by Jesus! 
o That word translated “Offended” refers to “Turn 

away” 
▪ You may know people who have quit on 

God, or turned away from their faith, 
because they were offended by God! 

• OUR CHALLENGE: Not to be offended by Jesus! 
o That word translated “Offended” refers to 

“stumbling” 
▪ You may have left church or stumbled in 

your faith in the past because how God 
chose to respond offended you! 

 
Doubt Doesn’t Diminish You in God’s Sight 

 
Luke 7:24 After John’s messengers left, he began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 
 
John’s disciples had asked about Jesus; NOW the crowds 
are asking about John 
 
Apparently, these questions from John’s disciples 
happened in front of people. 



• Undoubtedly, these people knew of John the Baptist 
o Perhaps many of them had been baptized by 

John the Baptist! 
▪ So this question from John the Baptist may 

have left some people scratching their 
heads about John the Baptist’s faith! 

 
Despite his doubts, Jesus speaks highly of John the 
Baptist! 

• Just because John had questions, did mean he was a 
person of easily swayed faith! 
o John the Baptist was in prison because he was a 

man of conviction 
▪ He was willing to call sin “Sin” 

• He was willing to call out the leader of 
the region for his public sin! 

o John the Baptist was a man of his convictions, a 
man who stood for God, BUT he was STILL A 
MAN who could doubt! 

 
Luke 7:25  What then did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothes? See, those who are splendidly 
dressed and live in luxury are in royal palaces. 

• John was not a fashionable preacher---he was a 
rough, coarse preacher 
o He called the religious people “Vipers”  



▪ He called people to repent! 

• According to Matthew 3:4 “Now John had a camel-
hair garment with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey.” 

 
Do you know why John dressed that way?  

• Because he was in the role of the prophet Elijah—
who was predicted to herald the coming Messiah 
o In 1 Kings 1:8 Elijah is described as a “A hairy 

man with a leather belt around his waist.” 
 
John the Baptist dressed the way he did because he knew 
WHO he was – The forerunner of the Messiah! 

• John the Baptist believed the Messiah was coming! 
 
John had been convinced Jesus was the Messiah – until 
recently when Jesus was doing what John thought He 
was going to do— to deliver the Jews.  

o Remember, John the Baptist DID NOT KNOW 
Jesus came to die on the cross! 
▪ , John the Baptist thought Jesus came to 

RULE from Jerusalem 
 
Luke7:26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
 



Even though John the Baptist had questions did not 
mean that he lost his status as a PROPHET in the eyes of 
God! 

• In fact, Jesus said John the Baptist was “more than a 
prophet.” 

 
Jesus reinforces that John the Baptist was the fulfilment 
of prophecy: Luke 7:27 “This is the one about whom it is 
written: See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way before you. 
 
Then John makes this incredible, affirming statement 
about John the Baptist: Luke 7:28 “I tell you, among 
those born of women no one is greater than John, but 
the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

Doubt, But Don’t Give Up! 
 
Jesus was not apathetic toward John the Baptist! 

• Jesus had nothing but praise-high praise-for John the 
Baptist  
o YET JESUS DID NOT FREE JOHN THE BAPTIST 

FROM PRISON! 
 
WE don’t KNOW God’s TIMING 



WE don’t ALWAYS understand every DETAIL of God’s 
plan 
 
John the Baptist didn’t know it, but John the Baptist had 
FINISHED his mission 

• God was going to promote him to glory 
o He didn’t have to fight any more 

▪ He could now enter his rest. 
 
As Baptists, one thing we believe is the Perseverance of 
the Saints 

• In other words, those who are true followers of 
Jesus will persevere to the end. 

 
A mark of a TRUE follower of Christ is a refusal to give up 
on God – even when life gets difficult! 
 
Luke as a commentary in vss. 29-30 that speaks to this 
reality: Luke 7:29-30 (And when all the people, including 
the tax collectors, heard this, they acknowledged God’s 
way of righteousness, because they had been baptized 
with John’s baptism. 30 But since the Pharisees and 
experts in the law had not been baptized by him, they 
rejected the plan of God for themselves.) 

• John’s Baptist required HUMILITY – you had to 
acknowledge your SIN 



• John’s Baptist required REPENTANCE - you had to 
TURN FROM you sin! 

• John’s Baptist required a CHALLENGE: “Produce fruit 
in keeping with repentance” 

 
Luke notes that the people—including the tax 
collectors—who had humbled themselves before God, 
repented and took the challenge from John the Baptist, 
they “acknowledged God’s way of righteousness”  

• BUT, the religious people—the ones who KNEW 
about God, but NEVER HUMBLED themselves before 
God, who NEVER REPENTED, they “rejected the plan 
of God for themselves” 

 
We can all agree that the storm clouds are getting 
darker on the horizon! 

• We rejoice in the victory this week of overturning 
Roe v. Wade and sending the abortion issue back to 
the states and into the hands of the voters—which is 
where this issue belongs,  

 
I brought up the “pre-wrath” teaching that believers will 
live through part of the coming tribulation, that the 
church will be persecuted by the Anti-Christ 

• What if that view is correct? 
 



Persecution can easily bring on DOUBTS 

• Why isn’t God delivering me?  

• Why is God allowing this to happen?  

Doubt, But Don’t Give Up! 
 
PERSEVERANCE is a MARK of a TRUE FOLLOWER of 
Christ! 

• Doubt does not diminish you in God’s sight 
o You may have your moments of doubt, but 

don’t give up! 
 
You are going to either RUN AWAY from God or RUN TO 
God! 

• If you give up and RUN AWAY where are you going? 
To whom are you going?  

 
YOU 

 
PS: Doubt but don’t give up! 

 
 
 

WE 


