
Why Jesus Spoke in Parables 
Luke 8:1-15 

 
ETS: Jesus taught in parables for a reason 
ESS: Jesus taught in parables to teach His followers to see 
with spiritual eyes 
OSS: I want people to study Scripture and events with 
spiritual eyes 
PQ: Do you see with spiritual eyes? 
UW: Confusion/Responses 
 

ME 
 

“I can see clearly now the rain is gone” 
I can see clearly now the rain is gone 

I can see all obstacles in my way 
Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind 

It's gonna be a bright (bright) 
Bright (bright) sunshiny day 

It's gonna be a bright (bright) 
Bright (bright) sunshiny day 

Jimmy Cliff 
 
Have you had the experience of driving in hard rain and 
you cannot see? 



Have you had the experience of driving in a hard snow 
storm and you cannot see? 
 
Fiat rain story 
 
What do you do? 

• Turn on windshield wipers and headlights 
o If rain gets too hard, you turn the wipers on 

high 
 
What would happen if you REFUSED to turn on the 
headlights and windshield wipers? 

• Greatly increase chances of crashing! 
o Couldn’t see what was coming! 

▪ Is the traffic stopped 
▪ Does the road curve ahead 

 
What would think about a person who REFUSES to use 
their headlights and windshield wipers in a storm?  

• Call the “crazy” or “Stubborn” or “on a suicide 
mission”  
o They are putting their lives (and the lives of 

others) in jeopardy. 
 
What would you SAY to the person?  



• First, you’d show them WHERE you turn on the 
headlights and windshield wipers 

• Second, you’d tell them WHY you need to use those 
devices 

 
What would you do if, after showing them how to use the 
windshield wiper/headlights, they REFUSED to use them?  

• Avoid them! 

• Warn others about them  

• Definitely NOT ride with them in a snow/rain storm! 
 
You would probably find that person’s refusal to use 
windshield wipers/headlights as confusing! 
 

WE 
 

Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

• Why didn’t Jesus just come out a say what He 
meant? 

• Wouldn’t more people have believed in Jesus?  
 
Wasn’t Jesus’ mission to get as many people as possible 
to believe in Him?  

• I’m going to give a SHOCKING ANSWER: No! 



o WHEN Jesus was on the earth, His Mission was 
NOT to get as many people as possible to believe 
in Him! 

 
Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

• WHY didn’t Jesus “Remove the rain” from people’s 
“Windshields”? 

 
 

GOD 
Turn to Luke 8 
 
Luke 8:1 Afterward…. 

• After Jesus had been at Simon the Pharisee’s house 
where He forgave a prostitute of her sin—much to 
the chagrin of Simon the Pharisee! 

…he was traveling from one town and village to another, 
preaching and telling the good news of the kingdom of 
God. 

• Jesus did not stay secluded in the desert-like John 
the Baptist 

• Jesus did not require the people to come to him-like 
John the Baptist 

• Jesus went to the people “preaching and telling the 
good news of the kingdom of God.” 



o Jesus did this because as He said in Luke 4:43 “It 
is necessary for me to proclaim the good news 
about the kingdom of God to the other towns 
also, because I was sent for this purpose.” 

 
WHAT was “The GOOD NEWS of the Kingdom of God”? 
 
The Good News of the kingdom of God was: 

• Those who ENTER INTO the kingdom of God 
experience FREEDOM Luke 4:18:  
o Freedom from captivity to sin 
o Ability to see spiritually 
o Freedom from oppression from sin 

• It could be obtained no matter how poor you were! 
o Luke 4:18 the Good News was for those who 

were poor 
o Luke 6:20 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

because the kingdom of God is yours.” 

• In the Kingdom of God earthly status did not matter:  
o Luke 7:28 “I tell you, among those born of 

women no one is greater than John, but the 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

 
PROBLEM: NOT everyone understood what the Kingdom 
of God was! 
 



WHAT is the Kingdom of God? 

• Simple: It is where God reigns 
o In an individual, the Kingdom of God is manifest 

when God is reigning in a person’s life. 
▪ It is experienced WHEN God’s Holy Spirit is 

controlling that person! 
 
HOW does one experience the Kingdom of God?  

• You must humble yourself, let go of PRIDE and 
ADMIT to God (and yourself) that are REBELLIOUS 
against God! (most people won’t do this b/c they 
think they are okay!) 

• You must ask God to reign on the throne of your 
heart! 
o You must let God be King of your life 

▪ If God is the King of your life, you will obey 
His commands. 

 
EXPERIENCING the Kingdom of God IS NOT… 

• Knowing about God 

• Knowing about Jesus 

• Going to church 

• Saying prayers 

• Giving money 
 



The Kingdom of God is about a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 
with God through Christ and it is ONLY entered into by 
REPENTANCE accompanied by FAITH 
 
You can often tell those who are in the Kingdom of God 
by their actions! 
 
Luke 8:1b-2 “…The Twelve were with him, 2 and also 
some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 
sicknesses: Mary, called Magdalene (seven demons had 
come out of her) 

• Those who are in the Kingdom of God, follow Christ! 
o “The twelve” 

• Those who are in the Kingdom of God, have been 
freed from the power of sin. 
o For example, look at Mary Magdalene 

• According to Luke, “seven demons had come 
out of her.” 

• Those who are in the Kingdom of God, support the 
work of the King.  

• Luke 8:3 “Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s 
steward; Susanna; and many others who were 
supporting them from their possessions.” 

 
The kingdom of God is NOT limited! 

• You have men “the twelve” 



• You have women: “Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Susanna, and many others” 

• You have a variety of people: Fishermen, a 
tax collector (“The twelve”) a formerly 
demon-possessed woman, a politically-
connected woman (Joanna the wife of Chuza, 
Herod’s steward), 
o In Luke 7 you have a prostitute and a 

Gentile centurion  
 
All these people are part of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Luke 8:4 “As a large crowd was gathering, and people 
were coming to Jesus from every town, he said in a 
parable 
 
What is a parable?  
Why did Jesus use parables?  

• Why not just “tell it like it is?” 
What is the connection between parables and the 
Kingdom of God?  
 
DEFINITION: A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning. 
 



Look at the earthly elements: Luke 8:5-8  “A sower went 
out to sow his seed. As he sowed, some seed fell along 
the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the sky 
devoured it. 6 Other seed fell on the rock; when it grew 
up, it withered away, since it lacked moisture. 7 Other 
seed fell among thorns; the thorns grew up with it and 
choked it. 8 Still other seed fell on good ground; when it 
grew up, it produced fruit: a hundred times what was 
sown.” As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone who 
has ears to hear listen.” 
 
Earthly elements 

o Seed 
o Path 
o Birds 
o Rocks  
o Thorns 
o Ground 
o Fruit 
o Moisture 

 
DEFINITION: A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning. 
 
A parable is a teaching tool 



• Jesus used earthly things that people in His culture 
could relate to.  
o Everyone was familiar with planting seeds and 

how the quality of the soil affects the 
production of the seeds.  

 
BUT Jesus wasn’t there to teach farming; Jesus was there 
to teach about the Kingdom of God—about the spiritual 
side of life.  

• This is the third parable in Luke’s gospel, but it is 
different because is it an extensive parable.  
o The other two were short and quick 

statements, but this one has multiple parts. 
 
There is no record in Luke of His disciples asking to 
explain the other two parables — Jesus just gave these 
short parabolic answers and moved on.  

• This parable is long and has multiple parts, so His 
disciples want to know what it is about! 

 
Luke 8:9-10 “Then his disciples asked him, “What does 
this parable mean?” 10 So he said, “The secrets of the 
kingdom of God have been given for you to know, but to 
the rest it is in parables, so that Looking they may not 
see, and hearing they may not understand.” 
 



Two groups of People: 

• Those who are following Jesus (i.e., because they are 
in the Kingdom of God) 

• Those who reject Jesus (i.e., they are NOT in the 
Kingdom of God) 

 
According to Jesus, “The secrets of the kingdom of God 
have been given” to His followers to KNOW, but “to the 
rest, it is in parables…” 

• Who are “the rest”?  
o The “rest” are those who REFUSE to believe. 

 
Remember, in Luke 7:29 the religious leaders “REFUSED 
to believe God’s plan for them” 

• This ISN’T about RELIGION 
o You can be RELIGIOUS and NOT be in the 

Kingdom of God! 
 
HOW can a person be RELIGIOUS and NOT be in the 
Kingdom of God? 

• Don’t you go to church because you are in the 
Kingdom of God? 

 
No. Many people (especially a few decades ago) 
attended church on Sunday morning because it was 
“expected” of them!  



• “Good people go to church” 
 
HOW can a person be RELIGIOUS and NOT be in the 
Kingdom of God? 

• Don’t you say your prayers because you are in the 
Kingdom of God? 

No. Many people (especially a few decades ago) say their 
PRAYERS out of routine or because they ought to or were 
raised that way.  
 
HOW can a person be RELIGIOUS and NOT be in the 
Kingdom of God? 

• Don’t you put a few dollars in the plate because you 
are in the Kingdom of God? 

 
No. Many people GIVE because they ought to or hope it 
will make God happy with them.  
 
Remember, Luke 7:29 the Pharisees and Lawyers were 
“Religious” as far as outward dress and actions, but 
inwardly they REJECTED God’s plan.  
 
WHAT was God’s plan? 

• ACKNOWLEDGE that they lived in REBELLION 

• HUMBLE themselves and make a public profession  

• REPENT of Sin 



• TRUST Jesus (not works, upbringing, denominational 
affiliation, etc.) to save them  

 
IN Jesus’ context, the Pharisees and Lawyers REJECTED 
God’s plan were “looking” but did not see  
 
WHY did Jesus say in Luke 8:8 “As he said this, he called 
out, “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.”? 

•  
WHO would have “ears to hear”? 

• ONLY those who are in the Kingdom of GOD! 
 

Why did Jesus teach in Parables? 
To Teach Believers to See with Spiritual Eyes 

 
A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. 
A parable is a teaching tool to teach Jesus’ followers to 
SEE behind the PHYSICAL curtain. 
 
Do you remember when you learned to ride a bike?  

• You probably started out with training wheels 

• Your mom or dad would hold onto the banana seat 
keeping you upright as your brain was trying to learn 
balance 
o If you went to one side too much the training 

wheels would keep you from falling.  



• Eventually, you could ride without a parent’ guiding 
you, but you still had the training wheels to provide 
support. 

• Finally, you could remove the training wheels. 
o You probably fell a few times still, but 

eventually, you were able to ride with 
confidence 
▪ Before long you were tackling hills, riding 

trails, and jumping ramps. 
 
Jesus’ disciples are NEW to the Kingdom of God so, as a 
good teacher, Jesus is going to give them SPIRITUAL 
TRAINING WHEELS 

• He provides the training wheels by sharing the 
meaning of the parable to help them to think about 
what they were seeing a DIFFERENT WAY. 

PROBLEM: Until they had surrendered to Jesus, they 
were a part of the Kingdom of the “god of this world” 
(Satan) 

• They may have grown up religious, but they were 
guided, influenced and trained to think according to 
the world’s system.  

NOW, they were a part of the Kingdom of God, but they 
still had the old “glasses” on.  

• Jesus wants them to see life differently! 
 



It’s kind of like the end of The Matrix movie (the good 
one) where Neo sees that everything around him is 
computer generated. He sees reality for what it truly is! 
 
Jesus uses spiritual training wheels by explaining the 
parable: Luke 8:11-15 “This is the meaning of the 
parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 The seed along 
the path are those who have heard and then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the seed 
on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the 
word with joy. Having no root, these believe for a while 
and fall away in a time of testing. 14 As for the seed that 
fell among thorns, these are the ones who, when they 
have heard, go on their way and are choked with worries, 
riches, and pleasures of life, and produce no mature fruit. 
15 But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones 
who, having heard the word with an honest and good 
heart, hold on to it and by enduring, produce fruit. 
 
The Parable of the Sower illustrations HOW people 
respond to SPIRITUAL TRUTH 
 

Why did Jesus teach in Parables? 
To Teach Believers to See with Spiritual Eyes 

 



If you NOT in the Kingdom of God, you won’t see it, but if 
you ARE, the curtain is pulled back! 

• Eph. 6:12-13 “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the heavens. 
13 For this reason take up the full armor of God, so 
that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having prepared everything, to take your stand.” 
o There are “cosmic powers of this darkness” 
o There are “against evil, spiritual forces in the 

heavens” 
 
Satan is the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) 
 
REALITY: There is more than meets the eye!  
 
Do you find yourself asking…. 

• “How can parents be taking their children to Drag 
Shows where practically naked people are simulating 
sex acts on stage?” 

• “How can school boards approve of boys using the 
girls bathrooms and locker rooms?” 

The list can go on! 
 
How is the possible?  



• There are “cosmic powers of darkness, against evil, 
spiritual forces in the heavens” who are at work like 
never before! 
o They are planting ideas into people’s minds 
o They are influencing our politicians, media, 

religious leaders, etc. 
 
Some might say “You’re a conspiracy theorist” to which I 
will say to you what Jesus said “Luke 8:8 “… “Let anyone 
who has ears to hear listen.” 
 
If you can’t see what is happening around you and what 
has been happening, you need to ask:  

• Do I have “ears to hear?” 

• Am I in the Kingdom of Heaven? 
o Am I playing the RELIGION game, but don’t 

really know the SAVIOR? 
 

Why did Jesus teach in Parables? 
To Hide Spiritual Truths from Unbelievers 

 
The parallel account in Matthew 13:10-16 “Then the 
disciples came up and asked him, “Why are you speaking 
to them in parables?” 11 He answered, “Because the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven have been given for 
you to know, but it has not been given to them. 12 For 



whoever has, more will be given to him, and he will have 
more than enough; but whoever does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away from him. 13 That is why 
I speak to them in parables, because looking they do not 
see, and hearing they do not listen or understand. 14 
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: You will 
listen and listen, but never understand; you will look and 
look, but never perceive. 15 For this people’s heart has 
grown callous; their ears are hard of hearing, and they 
have shut their eyes; otherwise they might see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
hearts, and turn back—and I would heal them. 16 
“Blessed are your eyes because they do see, and your 
ears because they do hear.” 
 
Jesus appears to be telling his disciples that his use of 
parables is two-fold.  

• Reason #1: The first reason is so that his disciples 
could learn the kingdom's secrets 

• Reason #2: Others, who were not among his 
disciples, would be left in the dark. 

 
WHY would they be “left in the dark”?  

• Because they REFUSED to LISTEN! 
o WHY do people REFUSE to LISTEN?  

▪ Because they WILL NOT BELIEVE! 



 
REALITY: 

Unbelievers Cannot Discern Spiritual Things 
 

Why can’t unbelievers discern spiritual things?  

• Because they do not have the Spirit of God—The 
Holy Spirit 
o The Holy Spirit is given ONLY to those in the 

Kingdom of GOD! 

• Why do they not have the Holy Spirit?  
o Because they refuse to REPENT of sin and Turn 

to God alone! 
 
Talking to believers in Corinth, Apostle Paul addressed 
this very issue 1 Cor. 2:12 “Now we (believers) have not 
received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who comes 
from God, so that we may understand what has been 
freely given to us by God.  

• WHEN did they receive the Holy Spirit? When they 
stopped RUNNING from God, ADMITTED their 
REBELLION, REPENTED of Sin, and TRUSTED CHRIST!  

• WHY do BELIEVERS have the Holy Spirit? “so that we 
may understand what has been freely given to us by 
God.  

 



1 Cor. 2:13 We also speak these things, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 

• Who are the “spiritual people”? Those who have the 
Holy Spirit of God 

 
Paul says the Holy Spirit teaches things to spiritual 
people 

• Only those in the Kingdom of God “See clearly now 
the rain is gone!” 
o The blinders have been taken off! 

 
1 Cor. 2:14 “But the person without the Spirit does not 
receive what comes from God’s Spirit, because it is 
foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it 
is evaluated spiritually.” 

• The unbeliever DOES NOT HAVE the Holy Spirit 
o The unbeliever CAN NOT RECEIVE what comes 

from God’s spirit until he/she has the Holy Spirit 
and the only way to get the Holy Spirit is to put 
your faith and trust in Christ alone.  

 
This is important to know when sharing the Gospel 

• Too often we get into “Deep weeds” trying argue 
peripheral things  



o The main focus must be Jesus and the need to 
repent of sin! 

Until a person’s heart is changed, they are not going to 
be receptive to spiritual things! 
 
Jesus’ use of parables served to divide his listeners into 
two groups:  

• Group #1: His followers 
o His disciples would be able to learn from them 

• Group #2: Those who reject Him. 
o To those who were not his disciples, their 

meaning was obscure.  
 
By using parables, his disciples would be enriched, but 
others would be further impoverished. 

 
Matthew 13:12 "Whoever has will be given more, and 
they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be taken from them."  

 
Why did Jesus teach in Parables? 

To Accomplish His Mission of Going to the Cross 
 
Jesus taught in parables to keep people who REJECTED 
Him from understanding what he was teaching.  
 



If Jesus had been more explicit in his teaching, might not 
more have turned to him and come into his kingdom?  
 
Is it possible that some were excluded simply because 
the message was too hard for them to understand? 
 
The message only makes sense if you FIRST respond to 
Christ in REPENTANCE and FAITH! 

• Luke 7:29-30 the Pharisees and lawyers REFUSED to 
REPENT via John’s baptism so they could not 
understand the spiritual implications of Jesus 
parables because they “did not have eyes to see”; 
they could “Hear but not understand” (8:10) 

 
God is sovereign: God can do anything He wants to do. 

• God is so powerful that He can create humans, give 
them free will, and still accomplish His purpose. 

• God used those who freely rejected His Son, to 
accomplish His plan of sending Jesus to the cross. 
o Those who rejected Christ were unwittingly 

used by God to crucify Jesus accomplishing 
God’s plan of redemption.  

 
God knows who will and who will not respond to His 
offer of salvation 



• He knows this NOT because He has decided who will 
and who won’t be saved, but because He know the 
beginning from the end, He knows who will freely 
accept and those who will freely reject His gospel.  

 
God knew that the high priest, religious leaders, and 
many Jews would reject Jesus because they could not 
accept that God was doing something new! 

• Just like in the Old Testament, the religious/political 
establishment was often the very ones who 
rejected, persecuted and killed the prophets of God. 

 
Even though the religious leaders were witnessing 
miracles that “only God can do”, they still rejected Jesus 
because they could not conceive of God coming as a 
man. 
 
Even though they knew the Scriptures, they refused to 
see the fulfillment of Scripture by Jesus. 

• They rejected the “Suffering Messiah” of Isaiah 53—
just like they do today. 
o Rabbis’s today continue to argue that the 

“suffering Messiah” of Isaiah 53 is the Nation of 
Israel 

 



Even though they saw a radical change in people like 
Mary Magdalene in Luke 8:2 who no longer had 7 
demons, they still could not accept Jesus as the Messiah. 
 
Jesus taught parables NOT to CONVINCE those who 
REFUSED to Believe, but to: 

• Convey spiritual truth to those who could see with 
spiritual eyes 

• Harden those who refused to believe so they would 
lead the charge to crucify Him and carry out His 
mission. 

 
Is that still happening today? YES! 
 
Many religious leaders in churches REFUSE to BELIEVE 
they need to REPENT of sin! 

• PROOF: Churches, politicians, and professors are 
EXCUSING SIN, PROMOTING SIN, and ENCOURAGING 
SINFUL LIVING. 
o In the words of Luke 8:30, they have “Rejected 

God’s plan for their lives”; Therefore, they DO 
NOT see with SPIRITUAL EYES what SATAN is 
doing to them and through them.  
▪ They are pawns in the hands of the “god of 

this world” 
 



Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:21-22 “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 
of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive 
out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your 
name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew 
you.” 
 
It is NOT about “Knowing about Jesus”! The question is 
“Does Jesus know you?” 

• It is NOT about SINGING songs about Jesus, it is 
about Jesus being the song in your heart 

• It is NOT about RECITING the reading for the day, it 
is about the Word of God being ROOTED in and 
LIVED OUT by You! 

• It is NOT about Christ OUTSIDE Of YOU, but “Christ 
IN you” 

 
WE 

 
Jesus said John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me” 

• Jesus said He is the ONLY way to God 
o Jesus PROVED what He said by His PHYSICAL 

RESURRECTION from the dead! 



 
Everyone has a choice: Believe or Reject! 

• Those who BELIEVE enter the Kingdom of God 
o They see with spiritual eyes 
o They hear with spiritual ears 
o They experience the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
o They have a relationship with God 

• Those who REJECT are NOT in the Kingdom of God 
o They hear physically, but they don’t hear 

spiritually 
o They see physically, but they don’t see 

spiritually  
o They know about God, but they don’t KNOW 

God 
o They know about Jesus, but they don’t have a 

relationship with Christ. 
 
PQ: Do You See Clearly?  
 
If you want to KNOW CHRIST 
IF you want to experience a RELATIONSHIP with Christ 
If you want to “see clearly now” 
IF you want to experience PEACE in the midst of the 
storms 
IF you want to face death unafraid 
 



YOU MUST  

• Admit Your need for a Savior-which takes humility 

• Believe that Christ is the Savior, who paid for your 
sins 

• Confess Christ as your Lord and Savior 
o Master of your life 
o Deliverer from the penalty of your sin, which 

you deserve 

• Commit to Him 
o Trust Him 

 
EVIDENCE for whether or not you are in the Kingdom of 
God is what you do with this sermon! 

• If you leave angry and saying “I don’t agree”, then 
why did Jesus teach in parables? 
o WHY do you refuse to believe that we are in a 

spiritual war?  
o Why do you refuse to accept that spiritual 

forces of darkness are at work? 
 
If you do leave here angry or confused, ask God to reveal 
Himself you!  

• Start reading His Word in the Gospel of John 

• Schedule an appointment with me 

• Read this parable and ask “where am I in this story?” 
 



If you do leave here angry or confused, come back next 
week because we are going to unpack this parable.  


