
What to Expect When Sharing the Gospel 
Luke 8:4-15 

 
ETS: Jesus illustrated to His disciples what to expect 
when sharing the gospel 
ESS: We can expect these responses to the gospel 
OSS: I want people to be realistic about reactions to the 
gospel 
PQ: Are you sharing the gospel? 
UW: Reactions 
 

ME 
 

Have you ever had to deliver news to someone and were 
afraid of their reaction?  
 
Calling Danny LeCroy about Megan 
o Perception of Danny being a “hothead” 

o Didn’t know Danny very well. 
o Afraid of reaction when Megan’s mother and 

boyfriend came to the hospital. 
 

WE 
 

Not knowing someone’s reaction can… 
o Keep us from talking to them 



o Lead us to avoid them 
 
Most of us, do not want a NEGATIVE reaction! 
o Which is why the old adage has been “Don’t talk to 

people about religion or politics.” 
o WHY? Because people can have strong opinions 

about these areas! 
 

Why are so many Christians afraid of sharing the Gospel?  
o Afraid of the reaction! 

o We are especially afraid of reactions from 
friends and family! 
▪ What if we upset them? 
▪ What if they never want to talk to us again? 

 
Yet, we are called to share the Gospel! 
 
One thing that helps me in sharing the Gospel is learning 
from the Parable Jesus taught in Luke 8.  
 
If WE can grasp the reality regarding how people respond 
to the Gospel, it will help us not to fear people’s 
reactions.  
 
YOU may be visiting or watching online and are curious 
about God.  



o Challenge: Check your reaction to what Jesus said 
o Why do you have that reaction?  

 
Let’s look at the reactions we can expect people to have 
to the Gospel…. 

 
Turn to Luke 8 
 
Last week: Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

• Reason #1: To Teach Believers to See with Spiritual 
Eyes 

 
This parable was the backdrop and we didn’t focus on the 
parable itself.  

• You may be familiar with this parable, but it is worth 
reviewing. 

 
Luke 8:4-15 “As a large crowd was gathering, and people 
were coming to Jesus from every town, he said in a 
parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. As he 
sowed, some seed fell along the path; it was trampled 
on, and the birds of the sky devoured it. 6 Other seed fell 
on the rock; when it grew up, it withered away, since it 
lacked moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns; the 
thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 Still other seed 
fell on good ground; when it grew up, it produced fruit: a 



hundred times what was sown.” As he said this, he called 
out, “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.” 
 
9 Then his disciples asked him, “What does this parable 
mean?” 10 So he said, “The secrets of the kingdom of 
God have been given for you to know, but to the rest it is 
in parables, so that Looking they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand. 
 
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the 
word of God. 12 The [ones] seed along the path are 
those who have heard and then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may 
not believe and be saved. 13 And the seed on the rock 
are those who, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy. Having no root, these believe for a while and fall 
away in a time of testing. 14 As for the seed that fell 
among thorns, these are the ones who, when they have 
heard, go on their way and are choked with worries, 
riches, and pleasures of life, and produce no mature fruit. 
15 But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones 
who, having heard the word with an honest and good 
heart, hold on to it and by enduring, produce fruit. 

 



Setting v. 4: “As a large crowd was gathering, and people 
were coming to Jesus from every town, he said in a 
parable” 
 
DISCIPLE’S MISTAKE: Everyone wants Jesus! 

• Upon seeing all these people “from every town”, the 
disciples probably thought “Wow, everyone wants 
Jesus!” 

 
The disciples were experiencing Jesus in a way we don’t 
get to! 

• They were experiencing Jesus PHYSICALLY 
o They were THERE for the HEALINGS, the 

TEACHINGS, and the INTERACTIONS 
 
IF you have experienced Jesus, you think EVERYONE will 
want to experience Jesus!  

• IF you RESPONDED to the Holy Spirit’s conviction, 
repented on your sins, and ask Jesus to deliver you 
from the penalty for your sins, you have experienced 
Jesus. 
o If you are walking with Jesus through obeying 

Him, listening to the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
through His Word, prayer, and other believers, 
you know what it is like to continue to 
experience Jesus.  



 
As the disciples saw the “large crowds” coming “from 
every town” to hear Jesus, they probably thought that 
“fishing for people” (as Jesus put it) was going to be 
easy! 
 
Jesus was constantly teaching/preparing His disciples for 
what lay ahead.  

• Luke 6 was Jesus’ warning them about what was 
coming! 

 
Jesus wanted to INSTILL in His disciples what following 
Him involved REALISTICALLY.  

• He wanted them to know how people are going to 
REALISTICALLY respond to the Gospel.  

• So Jesus teaches them with a Parable 
o Parable: An earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning 
 
Parable components:  

• Sower: Jesus never identifies the sower so this is 
ANYONE who shares the gospel 
o If you share the Gospel (give a brief example), 

you are a “sower” 

• Seed = Word of God (“The seed is the word of God” 
v.11) 



• Soils = there are four types of soil in this parable 
 
What happens to the WORD of GOD after it is sown? 
Agricultural setting 
Since wheat was a staple of the diet in Palestine, the 
procedure of raising wheat would have been very 
familiar to the Lord's hearers.   

• In preparation for sowing the seed, the ground was 
cleared of all old growth.  This caused the entire 
field to look the same.   

• The sower had no idea of what roots or rocks lay 
beneath the surface soil.   
o The soil was not plowed as is done today, but 

rather the seed was broadcast by the sower on 
the surface of the soil.   

• The seed was then scratched into the soil with a 
primitive wooden plow.   
o The sowing was done before the early rains 

that caused the seed to germinate.   
o The sower waited through the growing period 

for the coming of the latter rains that brought 
the grain to full fruition and thus provided a 
bountiful harvest. 

 
What Responses Should We Expect When Sharing the 

Gospel?  



Rejected Belief 
 

Luke 8:12 “The seed along the path are those who have 
heard and then the devil comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved.” 
 
Setting:  

• You have a field with a path that goes through it. 

• People walk the path as they travel through the field 
o Every time people, animals, and equipment 

travel along the path, it makes the path more 
compact.  

 
Seed: the Word of God sown along the path 
Soil: Hard, compact soil  
 
Problem: The seed cannot penetrate the hard soil so the 
seed lays on the soil 

• What made the soil hard and difficult to penetrate? 
Months and years of people, animals, and 
equipment traveling over the path compacting it.   

 
What makes a person’s heart hard? 
What makes someone unreceptive to the gospel? 
 



Barefoot John 
o Farm like 1920’s 
o Smart man but had not use for new things - even if it 

meant comfort 
o I don’t think their house has AC! 

o Made sorghum with a mule 
o Worked on the farm without wearing shoes. 

o Carpenter’s for Christ 
o No shoes walking on hot roofs while we were 

roofing buildings.  
How could John walk around with no shoes? Calloused 
feet! 
 
What happens if you use a shovel or a hoe without 
gloves?  

• You get blisters – and they hurt 
o Every time you use your blistered hand, you are 

reminded of how you got the blisters.  
o In a few days the blisters pop or deflate  

• Suppose you use the shovel or hoe again without 
gloves 
o The blisters come back, but the skin is a little 

tougher. 
The more you used the shovel or hoe without gloves the 
more calloused your hand becomes.  
 



Each time a person feels the conviction of the Holy Spirit 
and says “No” their heart becomes calloused.  

• The more often you say “no” the harder their heart 
becomes.  

 
WHY do people say “no”? 

• They don’t want to HUMBLE themselves before God 

• They don’t want to ADMIT a need for God 

• They don’t want to ACCEPT that they will have to 
give an account before God. 

• They don’t want to REPENT of their sin—they love 
their sin so much they cannot give it up. 

 

DANGER: The more often you say “no” the harder your 
heart becomes.  

Eventually, a person’s heart can become so hard that 
they CANNOT respond to the Gospel! 

• They NO LONGER feel conviction 

• They NO LONGER feel a need to repent 

• They NO LONGER feel a desire for God 
 
As someone said, “If you live in a graveyard too long you 
stop crying when someone dies.” 
 



In other words, the Word of God falls onto the hard soil 
of their hearts but does not take root because it cannot 
penetrate a hardened heart.   

• It just lies there.  Vulnerable 
o Vulnerable seed is taken away by Satan. 

 
Why does Satan take away the seed?  
o He doesn’t want to risk it finding a crack in the soil. 

 
The first group of people in the parable “are those who 
have heard” yet they refuse to allow it into their hearts.   
 
Unfortunately, You can expect some people to REJECT 
the Gospel! 

• They may be good, moral people, but they REFUSE 
to humble themselves before God. 

 
What Responses Should We Expect When Sharing the 

Gospel?  
False Belief 

 
Luke 8:13 “And the seed on the rock are those who, 
when they hear, receive the word with joy. Having no 
root, these believe for a while and fall away in a time of 
testing.” 
 



In Matthew’s parallel account he offers more detail 
concerning this second reaction.   
o Matthew 13:5-6 “Some fell on rocky places, where it 

did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 
the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root.”   

 
Palestine is a very stony land so this analogy, like the 
previous one, was one with which the audience could 
identify.   
o Seed = the Word of God 
o Soil = Rocky 
o Reaction = they receive the word with joy, but then 

fall away in a time of testing. 
o The seed did take root OR the plant would not 

have sprung up.   
▪ Yet, the root system is not developed.   

Why? Because when you have shallow soil the nutrients 
are all on the top—easy to get to, thus there is no need 
for deep roots.   
o The seed’s shallow roots allow it to get a burst of 

nutrients and quick growth results.  However, the 
growth is short lived.   
o The nutrients are quickly exhausted.  
o The moisture is quickly exhausted.   



▪ The roots, due to the rockiness of the soil, 
are not able to penetrate deeply and thus 
when the testing comes the plant dies.  

 
And that is what we see in the explanation in Luke 8:13 
“Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word 
with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They 
believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall 
away.”   
 
There is a lot of debate about whether this describes a 
REAL believer or a FALSE believer.  
o I think Jesus leaves it a little ambiguous because this 

is NOT the type of person WE should be.  
o BUT, this is what we can expect! 

 
I think this is a picture of false faith because over and 
over in Scripture you have these statements 
o Repeated statement:  But the one who endures to 

the end will be saved.” (Mt. 10:22) 
o “The love of many will grow cold (Mt. 24:12) 
o "They went out from us, but they were not of us” (1 

John 2:19) 
o People will turn from the truth and wonder off into 

myths” (2 Ti. 4:4) 



o “if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 
that you heard,” (Col 1:22) 

o “This calls for endurance from the saints, who keep 
God’s commands and their faith in Jesus.” (Rev. 
14:12) 

 
Endurance is a SIGN of true belief! 
o Emotion is NOT a sign of true belief-although there 

is nothing wrong with emotion. 
o Knowledge is NOT a sign of true belief-although 

there is nothing wrong with Bible knowledge. 
o Church attendance is NOT a sign of true belief-

although we should worship together 
 
Constantly in Scripture, we are challenged to “TEST the 
Faith” 
 
TESTING is what PROVES the validity of our faith.  
o There are many people today who once were active 

members of a church who no longer attend.   
o At one time they came to the services and went 

to Sunday School but now they no longer darken 
the door.   
▪ Why?  Perhaps something was said that 

offended them or they ran into a difficulty 



in their life such as a spouse who leaves or 
is unfaithful, or the loss of a job, or some 
other difficulty.  Suddenly, life turned sour. 

o Perhaps they thought that becoming a Christian 
meant the end of problems and pain.   
o But it didn’t!  They begin to wonder “Why go to 

church if I am still going to have disappointment 
and difficulties” so they leave.   
▪ Just as suddenly as they embraced 

Christianity they leave it.  

I read about an extreme case of this in a man named 
Joseph Paul Franklin.   
o He was arrested in Lakeland Florida for questioning 

concerning a series of year-long shootings in Salt 
Lake City, Johnstown (Pennsylvania), Fort Wayne, 
Cincinnati, Minneapolis, and Oklahoma City.   
o He had grown up in a bad home, had dropped 

out of school at seventeen, and began getting 
into trouble, with several arrests for carrying a 
concealed weapons and disorderly conduct.   

o  But then, as one magazine went on to say in tracing 
his early life, “he became an evangelical Christian”.   
o After that he became a Nazi, and then a Ku Klux 

Klansman.   
Joseph Franklin evidently at one point went to church, 
walked the aisle, professed faith but then something 



came along that disturbed, perhaps a little testing, and 
he fell away. 
 
WE can expect some people to make a profession of faith 
only to walk away from the faith when tough times hit.  
o Were they truly saved?  

o Only God knows, but from our perspective, 
there is NO evidence the conversion was real! 

 
What Responses Should We Expect When Sharing the 

Gospel?  
Questionable Belief 

 
Luke 8:7 “Other seed fell among thorns; the thorns grew 
up with it and choked it.” 
 
Remember earlier when we said that the farmer would 
clear the ground of all old growth.   
o And also we noted that the land was not plowed as 

we do today.   
o The result was that the sower had no idea what 

rocks or other plants laid below the surface.   
 
When the sower sowed this seed he did not know that 
the thorns were waiting below the surface.   
o The seed took root and grew.   



o It had the potential to being a healthy plant.   
▪ The root structure was developing.  The 

land was not rocky in that particular area.   

• Yet, despite the fact that plant was 
growing and developing roots, there 
was another plant growing alongside it.   
o That neighboring plant was a thorn 

bush.   
Jesus explains in Luke 8:14 “As for the seed that fell 
among thorns, these are the ones who, when they have 
heard, go on their way and are choked with worries, 
riches, and pleasures of life, and produce no mature 
fruit.” 
o Notice the thorn bush does not kill the plant—it 

merely keeps it from maturing.   
o The plant is diverted from being fruitful to 

merely surviving.   

 
It was to be a majestic evening. On Friday, October 18, 
1991, the world-class Chicago Symphony presented the 
final concert in its year-long celebration of the 
symphony's 100th year.   
o For the first time in United States symphony history, 

the present conductor and two former conductors 
of an orchestra stood on the same stage: Rafael 
Kubelik, Georg Solti, and Daniel Barenboim.   



o At a centenary celebration dinner before the 
concert, patrons had received souvenir clocks as 
gifts.   

 
As Daniel Barenboim sat down at the piano and Georg 
Solti lifted his baton to begin Tchaikovsky's First Piano 
Concerto, a great sense of drama filled Chicago's historic 
Orchestra Hall.  And the beauty of the music took over. 
o At 9:15 p.m., the music began to unravel.  Out in the 

auditorium a little beep sounded.  Then another, 
and another.  Little beeps were sounding 
everywhere.   
o Barenboim and the symphony plowed ahead, 

but everyone was distracted and the music 
suffered. 

 
Finally, after the first movement ended, Henry Fogel, 
the executive director of the symphony, walked on 
stage to explain what had happened.   

o The manufacturer of the souvenir clocks presented at 
the pre-concert dinner had set the alarms to go off at 
9:15. 

o Now there was only one way to get on with the concert.  
Fogel asked everyone who had one of the clocks to 
check them in with an usher. 



o Trivial things have terrible power to disrupt-or even 
make a farce-of what is important. 

 
I think this 3rd soil are believers because they  
o Heard the Word of God 
o Apparently produced some fruit, but “no mature 

fruit” 
 
Unlike soil #2, they don’t “fall away in a time of testing”; 
they don’t abandon the faith, but they become 
distracted from the faith.  
 
Riches and pleasures and life can choke you.   
o They can keep you from maturing in Christ.   

o You cannot be divided in your attention 
between the world and Christ and continue to 
grow.  It just won’t happen!  

A thorn plant does not all of a sudden choke the 
vulnerable plant growing alongside it; instead, it chokes 
the plant gradually.   
o Life’s worries, pleasures and riches do not choke us 

all at once but gradually. 
o Gradually we find ourselves skipping out on our 

time with God to follow our own pursuits,  



o Gradually we find ourselves keeping back our 
time and resources that rightfully belong to God 
for our own use. 

o Gradually we find ourselves worrying more 
about how we are going to solve a particular 
situation and not letting God intervene.   

o Gradually, gradually, gradually we slip out of a 
growing relationship with God into a self-based, 
world-based mindset that stunts our spiritual 
growth.   

 
Sign of True Belief: Perseverance over time 
 
We can expect some to believe, start living the Christian 
life, but slowly, over time slip away.  
o One reason church membership is important is it 1) 

provides a sense of belonging, 2) accountability, and 
3) gives you a place to use your gifts.  

 
What Responses Should We Expect When Sharing the 

Gospel? 
Testimonial Belief 

 
Luke 8:8 “Still other seed fell on good ground; when it 
grew up, it produced fruit: a hundred times what was 
sown.” 



 
If you have planted a garden, you know it takes some 
work! 
o Plow the ground 
o Plant the seed 
o Water the soil 
o Fertilize the plants 
o Protect the plants from the bugs 
o Patiently wait for the plants to produce 

 
The same is true with the Word of God.   
o When the Word of God falls into a heart that is 

prepared, ready and willing the results can be 
phenomenal.   
o The seed matures, produces its fruit and it 

produces other seedlings.   
 
Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good ground—these are 
the ones who, having heard the word with an honest and 
good heart, hold on to it and by enduring, produce fruit. 
 
Notice that the growth is not automatic.   
o Like soils 1, 2 and 3, the person 1) hears the Word of 

God,  
o Like soil #3, he 2) retains it, 
o But UNLIKE the soil #3 he/she 3) perseveres.   



 
James reminds us that there is great reward to 
perseverance.   
o In James 1:12 he states:  “Blessed is the man who 

perseveres under trial, because when he has stood 
the test, he will receive the crown of life that God 
has promised to those who love him.”   

o Later at the end of his letter he gives us an example 
of a man who persevered.  We read in James 5:11 
“As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance 
and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” 

 
Read about the men and women listed in Hebrews 11, 
the Hall of Faith.  
o Common theme: Perseverance 

o Perseverance Produces Fruit 
 
We can expect some to produce fruit and live for Christ. 
o Sadly, you can expect 1 out of 4 (25%) people to 

produce mature fruit.  
 

YOU 
 

PQ: What Kind of Belief do you have? 



 
Why DEBATE on Soils #2-3?  

• Jesus intentionally doesn’t define them as true 
believers because we are to be like soil #4! 

 
Is your heart an open heart? (Soil #4) 
o Are you receptive to God’s Word?   
o Are you growing in your faith?  
o Are you bearing fruit?   

Or is your heart a strangled heart? (Soil #3) 
o Have you allowed other things to take first place in 

your heart? 
o Things such as pleasure, sports, or money.   

o How much have you grown spiritually since this time 
last year?   

o Are you stagnated due to the pressures of life?   
o Are you trying to handle life by yourself without 

God?   
Or do you have a Shallow Heart? (Soil #2) 
o Do you have a take it or leave it attitude with 

church, with God?   
o Are you only going to follow Christ as long as you do 

not have to “take up your cross and follow Him”?   
o Are you looking for an excuse out?   

Or is your heart a hard heart? (Soil #1) 



o Are you willing to suffer the consequences of that 
hard heart?  The consequences of being unsaved.   

 
What kind of heart do you have?   
 
Today, you can trade in that old hard, shallow and 

 


