
Who is in the Family of God? 
Luke 8:19-21 

 
ETS: Jesus said that those who heard and did the word of 
God were related to Him 
ESS: When we hear and do the word of God it is evidence 
we are related to God 
OSS: I want people to live out their relationship with God 
PQ: Are you living out your relationship to Jesus?  
UW: Honesty 
 

ME 
 

We all use Jargon or insider language 

• Due diligence: A business term, "due diligence" 
refers to the research that should be done before 
making an important business decision. 

• AWOL: Short for "absent without leave," AWOL is 
military jargon used to describe a person whose 
whereabouts are unknown. 

• Hard copy: A common term in business, academia, 
and other fields, a "hard copy" is a physical printout 
of a document (as opposed to an electronic copy). 

• Cache: In computing, "cache" refers to a place for 
short-term memory storage. 



• Dek: A journalism term for a subheading, usually 
one or two sentences long, that provides a brief 
summary of the article that follows. 

• Stat: This is a term, usually used in a medical 
context, that means "immediately." (As in, "Call the 
doctor, stat!") 

• Holistic: Another word for "comprehensive" or 
"complete," "holistic" is often used by educational 
professionals in reference to curriculum that focuses 
on social and emotional learning in addition to 
traditional lessons. 

• Magic bullet: This is a term for a simple solution that 
solves a complex problem. (It is usually used 
derisively, as in "I don't think this plan you've come 
up with is a magic bullet.") 

• Best practice: In business, a "best practice" is one 
that should be adopted because it has proven 
effectiveness. 
 

Like all groups, Christians have “insider language” or 
Jargon we use.  

• Born again 

• Personal Relationship with Christ:  

• Love offering 

• Tithes and offerings 

• God spoke to me 



• Accept Jesus into your heart 
 
Is there anything wrong with these phrases? No!  

• But, those outside the church do not understand the 
phrases! 

 
If you were to go to an insurance meeting and the 
speaker talked about “claimants,” “negligence,” and 
“aggregate limits of indemnity” would you know what 
they were talking about?  
 
Does that mean we shouldn’t use those phrases?  

• No, but we do need to know that they don’t make 
sense to OUTSIDERS so we should explain them! 

 
WE 

 
What does it meant to … 

• Be born again 

• Personal Relationship with Christ:  

• Accept Jesus into your heart 
 
Did Jesus make statements that did not make sense to 
His hearers? Yes! 



• Before the cross, Jesus said many things that didn’t 
make sense, but now — after the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ — they make perfect sense.  

 
GOD 

Turn to Luke 8 
 
Luke 8:19-21 “Then his mother and brothers came to 
him, but they could not meet with him because of the 
crowd. 20 He was told, “Your mother and your brothers 
are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 21 But he 
replied to them, “My mother and my brothers are those 
who hear and do the word of God.” 
 
This statement did not make sense initially, but it does 
now, so let’s unpack it! 
 
How do we become Christ’s “My mother and my 
brothers”? 

• “hear and do the word of God” 
 
Hearing God has been the heartbeat of this section! 

o Luke 8:8 “… As he said this, he called out, “Let 
anyone who has ears to hear listen.” (after 
teaching the Parable of the Sower) 



• Luke 8:12 “The seed along the path are those who 
have heard and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may 
not believe and be saved.” 
o Soil #1: Refuses to hear 

• Luke 8:13 “And the seed on the rock are those who, 
when they hear, receive the word with joy. Having 
no root, these believe for a while and fall away in a 
time of testing.” 
o Soil #2: Hears but doesn’t put down roots (False 

belief) 

• Luke 8:14 “As for the seed that fell among thorns, 
these are the ones who, when they have heard, go 
on their way and are choked with worries, riches, 
and pleasures of life, and produce no mature fruit.” 
o Soil #3: Hears, produces immature fruit, but gets 

choked off by world 

• Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good ground—these 
are the ones who, having heard the word with an 
honest and good heart, hold on to it and by 
enduring, produce fruit.” 

 
What can we gather from the soils? 

• EVERY type of soil (heart) is represented 

• Every type of soil has a response 
 



“Hearing” is NOT enough! 
“Hearing” God was not enough for Soil #1, 2, 3, or 4! 

 
How does a person have a personal relationship with 
Christ?  

• “hear and do the word of God” (v. 21) 
 
Who are the ones Jesus calls “my mother and brothers”? 

• Only those who “hear AND do the word of God”! 
 
Why “Doing the word of God”? 

• “Doing the word of God” PROVES our relationship 
with God 

 
There is a DEBATE about the first 3 soils in the Parable of 
the Sower 

• Some believe soils 1-3 are ALL UNBELIEVERS 
o I have taken the view that soil #3 is a Carnal 

Christian 
 
I believe Jesus taught this parable this way for a purpose 

• Purpose: The ONLY SOIL ALL AGREE is a Believer is 
Soil #4 
o How do we know soil #4 is a believer?  

▪ Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good 
ground—these are the ones who, having 



heard the word with an honest and good 
heart, hold on to it (Doing) and by enduring 
(Doing), produce fruit (Doing).” 

 
The lack of doing consistently causes soil #3 to be 
questioned! 
If you DON’T want your faith to be questioned, be SOIL #4 

 
Unique Characteristics of Soil #4:  

• hold on to [the word] 

• enduring  

• produce fruit  
All of these require a DECISION! 
 
But what FUELS that decision?  

• How does soil #4 “hold on, endure, and produce 
fruit” but soil #3 gets distracted and choked off the 
world? 

 
Are ALL these soils in the same location? YES! 

• What keeps the person with soil #4 focused—even 
though it is in the SAME field? 
o KEY: Soil #4 has an “honest and good heart” 

▪ What is Soil #4 “honest” about?  
 



Soil #4 is able to “produce, hold on and endure” because 
it is “honest” about itself! 
 
The “honesty” begins upon “Hearing the word of God” 

• Upon “hearing the word of God” soil #4 is honest 
and 
o ADMITS the need for Jesus! 

 
Relationship with Christ Requires Honesty 

Honesty about the NEED for Christ 
 
I hope everyone here has been honest with themselves 
about your NEED for Christ! 

• We are ALL born naturally rebellious against God 

• We are ALL born in need of a Savior 

• We are ALL destined to spend an eternity APART 
from God because of our sin UNLESS we respond to 
God’s offer for salvation! 
o It is NOT enough to “Hear”, we must “do” 

 
If you have not RESPONDED to Christ, do it now! 
 
I hope everyone here has been honest with themselves 
about your NEED for Christ! 
 



How does soil #4 “produce, hold on and endure” after 
RESPONDING to Christ? 
 

Relationship with Christ Requires Honesty 
Honesty about WHO you are in Christ 

 
Life is full of storms! (Financial, physical, relationships, 
etc.) 

• Humanity’s willful rebellion against God has resulted 
in a fallen world 

 
Loss of 2 yr old girl this week by a local pastor 

• HOW does a family “hold on” during this 
tremendous loss? 

• HOW does a family “endure” during this tremendous 
loss? 

 
Believers “hold on” by KNOWING WHO they are! 

• Jesus said in Luke 8:21 “But he replied to them, “My 
mother and my brothers are those who hear and do 
the word of God.” 
o He doesn’t say “THE mother and THE brothers” 

but Jesus PERSONALIZES it and says “MY mother 
and MY brother….” 

 



WHEN you respond to God’s offer of salvation through 
Christ by being HONEST with your NEED for Christ, you 
are given a NEW IDENTITY! 

• KNOWING your IDENTITY in Christ is how you 
“endure, hold on and produce fruit!” 

 
What is the identity of a believer?  
 

Believers are ADOPTED into God’s family 
 

Eph. 1:3 “Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us [“the faithful saints in Christ 
Jesus at Ephesus” v. 1] with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavens in Christ.  

• These “spiritual blessings” are for those who are “in 
Christ.” 

 
Look at what God did… Eph. 1:4-6 “For he [God] chose us 
in him, [when] before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy and blameless in love before him. 5 He predestined 
us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ for himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise 
of his glorious grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved 
One.” 

• WHEN did God make this choice “before the 
foundation of the world”? 



• WHAT did God choose to do: “He predestined us”? 
o In other words, God predetermined the destiny 

of those who would RESPOND to His offer of 
salvation! 
▪ Those who RESPOND to the offer of 

salvation are “in Him” or “in Christ” 

• WHAT was the DESTINATION God decided for those 
who are “in Christ”? 
o “Holy”  =  set apart to God 
o “Blameless” =  God no longer holds our sin 

against us (Justification) 
▪ Justification = Legal term for “not guilty” 

• WHY are we “not guilty”? 
o Because Jesus paid our sin bill -  He 

satisfied God’s justice! 
▪ WHERE are we “holy and blameless”? 

• “in love before Him”  
o “Adopted as sons” 

▪ HOW are we ADOPTED? through Jesus 
Christ for himself 

▪ WHY are we ADOPTED?   

• according to the good pleasure of his 
will 

• to the praise of his glorious grace that 
he lavished on us in the Beloved One 

o “CHOSEN in Christ” 



▪ Before God created the world, He knew 
that truly FREE creatures would REBEL! 

▪ God had a conundrum on His hands 

• #1: God is love 

• #2: God is just 
o How could God reconcile the two 

attributes? 
 
God chose to send Jesus to “Redeem” us out of His love 
& Jesus’ sacrifice would satisfy God’s justice upon sin. 

• Those who RESPOND to God’s offer of His Son as 
Savior, He CHOSE to ADOPT into His family! 

 
WHEN you are ADOPTED, you have a NEW IDENTITY! 

• You get a new name 

• You get a new address 

• You get new legal status 

• You get benefits 
 
WHEN you are ADOPTED into God’s family, you have a 
NEW IDENTITY! 

• Holy 

• Blameless 

• Sons (and daughters”  

• Relationship with God 
 



Relationship with Christ Requires Honesty 
Honesty about WHAT Christ has done 

 
But there is more….Eph 1:7-8 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace 8 that he richly 
poured out on us with all wisdom and understanding.” 

• You are REDEEMED = lit. bought back! 

• You are FORGIVEN 
o WHY: “according to the riches of his grace 8 that 

he richly poured out on us” 
 
Paul states in vss 9-10 that Christ revealed this “mystery” 
to His Apostles 

• When Christ came, God did something new! 
o The OT prophets knew the Messiah was coming, 

but they did not understand HOW everything 
was going to work.  
▪ They did not realize the Messiah would 

come twice 

• 1st coming: To provide redemption 
from sin 

• 2nd coming: To rule and reign on the 
earth 

• The “mystery” was what God was going to do for ALL 
who placed their faith in Him 



o They were going to have a “RELATIONSHIP” with 
God! 

We FORGET how SHOCKING Jesus was to many people! 

• They did not crucify Jesus because He was a nice guy 
or a good teacher! 
o Jesus was crucified for upending the religious 

establishment 
 
Jesus statement Luke 8:21 “… “My mother and my 
brothers are those who hear and do the word of God” 
was SHOCKING to those who were listening carefully. 

• Since Jesus had been proclaiming Himself to be the 
FULFILLMENT of OT prophecies (i.e., the coming 
Messiah) to claim that ordinary HUMANS could be 
His “mother and brothers” was SHOCKING! 
o Jesus calling God “my Father” sent the religious 

people into a rage!  
▪ WHY? Because it was blasphemous to 

believe a human could have a relationship 
with God! 

▪ John 5:18 “This is why the Jews began 
trying all the more to kill him: Not only was 
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself 
equal to God.” 

 



The pagan culture taught that people were to serve the 
gods!  

• The Jews didn’t believe in multiple gods, but the One 
True God, but even then the concept was of serving 
God, NOT of entering into a RELATIONSHIP with 
God! 
o Calling God “FATHER” as NOT something Jews 

did because that would be considered 
blasphemy!  
▪ They didn’t PRONOUNCE the name of God! 
▪ In the Old Testament the use of the word 

“father” is remarkably rare and when it is 
used it is in the context of God being the 
“Father” of the nation of Israel, or in a 
metaphorical sense. 

 
The LEGITIMACY of a mere human to call God “Father” or 
for Jesus to call us “My mother and MY brothers” was 
scandalous – especially since Jesus was saying He was 
God in the flesh! 
 
BUT because of Jesus’ death, those who RESPOND to 
Him, God predetermined we would be CHOSEN in Him to 
be…. 

• HOLY 

• BLAMELESS 



• ADOPTED 

• REDEEMED 

• FORGIVEN 
 
Eph 1:11-12 “In him we have also received an 
inheritance, (why?) because we were predestined (why?) 
according to the plan of the one who works out 
everything in agreement with the purpose of his will, 12 
so that we who had already put our hope in Christ might 
bring praise to his glory. 

• WHO we are In Christ is part of God’s plan! 

• WHAT we have is part of God’s plan 
Because we are ADOPTED, we have an INHERITANCE! 
 
But there is more…Eph. 1:13-14 “In him you also were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, (there is the 
“hearing” part) and when you believed (there is the 
RESPONSE). 14 The Holy Spirit is the down payment of 
our inheritance, until the redemption of the possession, 
to the praise of his glory. 

• We have the HOLY SPIRIT! 
o He is given to ALL who believe! 

 
Luke 8:21 “… “My mother and my brothers are those 
who hear and do the word of God” 



 
How do we “do the word of God”? 

• How does Soil #4 endure, hold on and produce 
fruit”? 

 
Relationship with Christ Requires Honesty 

 
Soil #4 is the person who is HONEST  

• About his/her NEED for Christ! (i.e., need for 
salvation) 

• About WHO he/she is “in Christ” 
o Holy 
o Blameless 
o Adopted  
o Chosen 
o Redeemed 
o Forgiven 

• About WHAT she/he has 
o An inheritance 
o The Holy Spirit 

 
THAT is HOW soil #4 … 

• “produces mature fruit! 

• “holds on” 

• “endures”  
 



THAT is WHAT it takes to “hear and do the word of God” 
That is WHY are person is Jesus’ “mother and brother or 
sister” 
 

YOU 
PQ: Are you in a relationship to Jesus?  

• Is it CLEAR to others you are ADOPTED into God’s 
family?  

• Is it CLEAR to others you are Soil #4?  
o Are you “hearing and doing the word of God”? 
o Are you “enduring, holding on and producing 

mature fruit”? 
 
What is “mature fruit”? -  it is Luke 6:27-31 

• Self-sacrificial love for the good of another 

• Loving your enemies 

• Doing good to those who hate you 

• Blessing those who curse you 

• Turning the other cheek 

• Giving to the one who needs help 

• Doing to others as you would have them do to you 
 
All of this is ONLY POSSIBLE when you allow the HOLY 
SPIRIT, who is inside all believers, to control you! 

• Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control exercised in 



the midst of temptation, trials, and testing in life is 
“mature fruit” 

 
PQ: Are you in a relationship to Jesus?  

 
WE 

 
What if ALL of us who PROFESS to know Jesus lived as 
Soil #4? 

• What if we all “heard and did the word of God?” 
 
How would we IMPACT those around us?  

• What changes would it make in our relationships?  


