
Why God Allows Crises  

Luke 8:22-25 
 

ETS: Jesus rebukes His disciples for their lack of faith 
ESS: Our depth of faith is revealed by our reaction to storms in life 
OSS: I want people to develop deeper faith 
PQ: Is your faith stronger or weaker?  
UW: Faith 
 

ME 
 

Christian Deconversion (Check out YouTube for stories) 

• Why are people losing faith in Christ?  
 
In his report “Why Do Christians Become Atheists?,” Dr. Joel Furches, who is sympathetic to 
Christianity, shows that atheism — far from being a rational conclusion — is nearly always 
driven by emotional reactions to negative experiences with religion. And these tend to follow 
a consistent pattern… “Deconverts were often the most committed Christians in their church. 
And now they are equally committed against the church. 
Dr. Furches found five “setting conditions” in churches that are consistently associated with the 
formation of atheists: 

• Performance control.  
o Don’t feel like they can do enough to please God 
o Don’t read the Bible enough, pray enough, “win” enough people to the Lord 
o Feel like God is always disappointed in them 

• Textualism.  
o Conflict between science and the Bible (Age of earth, etc.) 
o Discrepancies, alleged contradictions, lack of historical proof, etc. in the Bible  
o Believe Newer is better – science/technology is the answer 
o Bible is man-made and old and is no longer relevant 
o  

• Isolationism.  
o Appealing alternatives (“sin” in Bible is accepted by other groups as normal) 
o Peer pressure (The Bible needs to change with cultural enlightenment) 

 

• Compulsive Certainty.  
o Hurt/disappointed by the church (i.e., fallen leaders, scandals) 
o Contradiction between people in church vs at home 
o Abuse by church leaders (man-made rules imposed as truth) 

 
The person struggling in these settings then goes through distinct stages:  

• (1) Stressors. The individual experiences stress because of one or more certain 
conditions, such as going to college where these views are ridiculed, gaining new 
friends who have different beliefs, failing to live up to moral standards, etc. 

https://discover.hubpages.com/politics/Why-do-Christians-Become-Atheists-A-Case-Study


• (2) Trigger Event. Something happens to bring the conflict to a crisis such as a personal 
tragedy, discovery of one’s moral failure, disillusionment with the pastor or 
congregation, an overt conflict with religious authority, etc. 

• (3) Processing. At this stage, the person often does not wish to lose his or her faith and 
is looking for “rescue.” The person starts reading either critique of Christianity or 
apologetics. The person often meets with the pastor, who might help or might provoke 
further alienation. 

• (4) Deconversion. If the “rescue” fails, the person decides to repudiate the faith. This is 
often accompanied by a crisis, since that decision destroys the individual’s identity and 
community. To rebuild that, the newly-minted atheist often becomes militant — his 
religious zeal replaced by an atheist zeal — and seeks community with other atheists. 

 
There are many people who once “had faith in Christ” but now reject “faith” in Christ 

 
WE 

 
You may be struggling with faith! 

• A crisis has happened that is causing you to rethink or examine your belief! 
o Crisis caused by questioning if you can trust Scriptures b/c someone pointed out 

an alleged contradiction or inconsistency 
o Crisis caused by the failure of a church leader, leading you to believe it is all fake 
o Crisis caused by silence of God—You pray, but nothing seems to happen 
o Crisis caused by trauma — abused by a church leader or member 
o Crisis caused by the supposed conflict between science and the Bible  

 
You may be struggling with faith! 

• If you are struggling with your faith, you are NOT ALONE! 
 
Good News:  

• If you are struggling with your faith, you are NOT a FAILURE! 

• If you are struggling with your faith God is NOT MAD at YOU 
 
In his book, Cancel the Culture: Securing Our Identity as Christians, written by Bishop Eric 
Lambert Jr tells of… 

• Two rising evangelists in 1949: Billy Graham and Charles Templeton 
o Charles Templeton was leading big evangelistic events 

▪ Having doubts about God’s Word 

• Could not be trusted 

• Old, ancient book 
o Ultimate quit preaching 

o Templeton chided Billy Graham about his beliefs 
Billy Graham One night decided to go for a walk out through some fields and wooded areas. He 
spent time talking to the Lord, and there in the moonlight, he made a decision. He laid his Bible 

https://amzn.to/3m5lOvp


up on a tree stump, and prayed, “O God! There are many things in this Book I do not 
understand … There are some areas in it that do not seem to correlate with modern science.”  
“Father, I am going to accept this as Thy Word—by faith! I’m going to allow faith to go beyond 
my intellectual questions and doubts, and I will believe this to be Your inspired Word.” 

• From that moment on, his life and ministry were never the same. Once he made the 
decision to accept God’s Word on faith, his ministry exploded.  

 
Charles Templeton went on to renounce the Christian faith completely, and he seems to have 
devoted himself to turning others away from the faith as well. One of the final acts of his 
professional life was to write a book called Farewell to God: My Reasons for Rejecting the 
Christian Faith. 
EVERYONE struggles with FAITH at some point! 

• We live by FAITH and NOT by Sight! 
 
Let’s answer some questions to US with faith…. 

• WHAT is faith? 

• WHY do we struggle with faith? 

• How is faith increased?  
 

GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 8 
 
Timeline: Early in Jesus’ ministry 

• Disciples are new at following Jesus 
 
According to Luke’s account, the 12 disciples have witnessed 

• Healing of man with leprosy 

• Healing of a paralytic man 

• Healing of all kinds of disease 

• Casting out of demons 

• Long-distance healing of the Centurion’s servant 

• Raised the widow of Naan’s son from the dead 

• Giving sight to the blind 
 
The 12 disciples had seen Jesus… 

• Heal PEOPLE of every kind of disease including DEATH 

• Exercise AUTHORITY over demons 
 
The 12 disciples had a FRONT-ROW seat with Jesus!  

• WE don’t have that same PHYSICAL option! 
o We can’t TOUCH Jesus, EAT with Jesus, ASK Jesus questions face-to-face 

 



DID the 12 disciples have FAITH in Jesus at this point? YES 

• They followed Him b/c they believed He was the Messiah 
o Jesus was EXCITING and NEW to them 

▪ They probably LIKED how He stood up to the religious establishment, but 
at the same time, they probably had concerns.  

 
Luke 8:22 “One day he and his disciples got into a boat, and he told them, “Let’s cross over to 
the other side of the lake.” So they set out. 

• Jesus has other disciples who traveled with Him, but this was probably only the newly-
appointed Apostles, the 12.  

• What was the lake? The sea of Galilee 
o To the east are the mountains of Gilead with peaks of more than 3,300 feet  
o To the north are the snow-covered Lebanon Mountains. 
o The nearby hills of Galilee reach an altitude of 1,500 feet above sea level 

▪ Because of its location, it is subject to sudden and violent storms that are 
usually of short duration.1 

 
Apparently, when they got into the boat there was NO SIGN of a STORM coming b/c no one 
objected—including Peter, Andrew, James, and John who were used to fishing on that lake. 
 
 
Luke 8:23 “and as they were sailing he fell asleep….s 

• The lake is 8 miles wide and about 13 miles long, so it would take a while to sail across 
the lake.  

• Notice too that Luke tells us they were “Sailing” as opposed to rowing 
 
My dad used to be into sailing 

• Built a sailboat in Alexandria 

• Took it to Chattanooga and we’d sail it on Chickamauga Lake 

• Later, we had this Styrofoam-like boat 

• After I graduated from college, my dad bought a Hunter sailboat (PIC) complete with a 
downstairs cabin where you could spend the night.  

o It has the gib sails, main sails, etc. 
▪ I remember, we’d get out on the boat and sometimes the wind could get 

strong, and that boat would catch the wind and we’d be leaned at a 
pretty good angle. 

• Dad would get really nervous when we’d get leaned way over 
(PIC) fearing the boat would capsize. Immediately, we’d start 
“dumping” wind out of the sail or tack into the wind to decrease 
the angle. 

 
1 Roger Crook, “Galilee, Sea Of,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 617. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hlmnillbbldict?hw=Sea+of+Galilee&off=45&ctx=e+meaning+%E2%80%9Ccircle.%E2%80%9D+~A+freshwater+lake+ne


• You can move along pretty fast when you are sailing—much faster than rowing—but if a 
big wind gust hits you, it can throw you or capsize the boat. 

 
Do you know what a ballast is?  

• A ballast is a heavy material, such as gravel, sand, iron, or lead, placed low in a vessel to 

improve its stability. 
o The ballast on the Hunter was a water ballast. 

• If you don’t have a good ballast, the boat can easily capsize.  
 
Jesus and His disciples are in a typical fishing boat.  

• Archeologists tell us that a large sandbag was used as a ballast 
o In fact, this large sandbag was stored under the deck stern  

 
Luke doesn’t give us much detail, but Mark tells us: “He was in the stern, sleeping on the 
cushion” Mark 4:38  

• Many scholars believe that the Apostle Peter was Mark’s main source of material and 
so it would make sense that Peter gave Mark this detail since Peter was a fisherman.  

• Archeologists tell us that a large sandbag was used as a ballast and it was stored under 
the deck stern  

o It was likely that Jesus was using the ballast sandbag as a “pillow.” 
If this was the case, it is ironic that Jesus was sleeping on the PHYSICAL OBJECT that was 
supposed to provide STABILITY in the midst of STORMS—Yet, it wasn’t able to! 
 
Luke 8:23b “…Then a fierce windstorm came down on the lake; they were being swamped and 
were in danger. 

• Luke doesn’t give us much detail, but Matthew tells us in Mt. 8:24 “but Jesus kept 
sleeping.” 

 
Remember, many of the disciples were seasoned fishermen, but even this storm was scaring 
them.  
 
Luke 8:24a They came and woke him up, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to die!”  
 

Crises Challenge Our Faith 
 

Why did they wake Jesus up?  

• Naturally, they did not think Jesus knew what was going on! 
o Although they believed Jesus was the Messiah, they still could not comprehend 

Jesus could not know what was going on—even if He was asleep. 

• Although they woke Jesus up, they still recognized He was the Lord by calling Him 
“Master” 

 
What was their focus? Themselves! 



• “we’re going to die!” 
o Self-preservation is NATURAL  

 
Once again, Mark adds detail to their question to Jesus: Mark 4:38 “So they woke him up and 
said to him, “Teacher! Don’t you care that we’re going to die?” 

• This is accusatory! 
 
Is this a contradiction?  

• No, I’m sure there was more than one disciple speaking to Jesus and one of them made 
a somewhat accusatory statement, which Peter remembered.  

 
Jesus’ lack of action caused some to doubt if Jesus cared about them—which is natural! 
 
What is happening? A CRISIS is testing their faith! 
 
Actually, this is the FIRST time the DISCIPLE’S faith has been tested in Luke’s Gospel! 

• So far, they have been hanging out watching Jesus and listening, but this is the FIRST 
time their faith has been tested since they decided to follow Jesus! 

 
Look at the responses:  

• Some see Jesus’ lack of response to mean there is NO RESCUE coming “we are going to 
die” 

• Some see Jesus’ lack of response to mean Jesus doesn’t care about them. 
 
I think we have all been there before! 

• Crisis can cause us to question our Faith 
o Question whether God cares 
o Question whether God can deliver 

 
What have been your responses to crisis of faith?  

• Did you wonder if God really CARES about you?  
o If so, that’s natural 

• Did you wonder if God can deliver? 
o If so, that’s natural/ 

 
We need to REMEMBER the following: 

Our crisis is NOT a crisis to God 
 
Jesus was not in crisis mode—He was sleeping! 

• The fierce storm did not concern Jesus because He has power over His creation. 
 
Jesus does not operate in CRISIS MODE! 

• Jesus is NOT in CRISIS MODE regarding what is happening in the world 



o He is not in CRISIS MODE about Christians de-converting 
o He is not in CRISIS MODE about the rise of false prophets 
o He is not in CRISIS MODE about politics 
o He is not in CRISIS MODE about climate change 

WE are the ones who get in CRISIS MODE! 
 
Flash Forward to Revelation 5:1-4 “Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne 
a scroll with writing on both sides, sealed with seven seals. 2 I also saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 But no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or even to look in it. 4 I 
wept and wept because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or even to look in it.” 

• “…no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or even 
to look in it” YET this scroll needed to be opened! 

o John is in a state of panic and fear because no one can open this scroll that is in 
“the right hand of the one seated on the throne” 

Revelation 5:5 “Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Look, the Lion from the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered so that he is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 

• Jesus is “the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” 

• Jesus is “able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 
Things are not set in motion for Christ’s return UNTIL Jesus opens the scroll. 
 
NOTHING happens apart from God’s approval and knowledge! 
 

We need to REMEMBER the following: 
Crises Are a Test of Faith 

 
Do you think Jesus knew this storm was coming? Yes! 

• Maybe Jesus CAUSED the storm or ALLOWED the storm! 
 
Do you think Jesus knew the storm would be severe? Yes! 
 
Do you think Jesus was testing the disciples? Yes! 
 
Remember, the disciples were “in training” by Jesus for the time when they would no longer 
have Jesus physically present! 
 
What was Jesus training them to do?  

• TRUST HIM – even when He seems to be asleep 

• TRUST HIM – even when He isn’t responding to the crisis 
 
What was Jesus training them to do?  



• To exercise FAITH in the midst of crisis!  
o NOT in their ability, but HIS ability 

 
Remember, soil #4, the soil everyone agrees is a true Christian! 

• What make it evident soil #4 is a true believer?  
o It “endures” and “holds on to” the Word of God! 

 
When does a captain learn to sail a boat?  

• In calm waters or in the storm? 
 
Storms are where you learn to sail the boat! 

• You learn how to “tack” to dump the wind 

• You learn how far the boat can lean 

• You learn how to steer in rough water 

• You learn to keep your focus 
 
Crisis TESTS your faith! 

• Crisis REVEAL what you really believe 

• Crisis FORCE you to EXAMINE what you BELIEVE 
o Crisis force you to ask WHY 
o Crisis force you to ask WHAT 

 
IF you are a False Christian, (Soil #2) you will wilt and die under the heat of the crisis! 
If you are a Carnal Christian, (Soil #3), you will take the paths of least resistance 
 
WHERE could the disciples go in the midst of the storm?  

• Option #1: Jumping out of the boat! 
o To jump out of the boat in the storm would mean drowning!  

▪ Soil #2 is the person who jumps out of the boat! 

• Option #2: Wake up Jesus 
o This is what they did 

• Option #3: Let Jesus sleep  
o This would have required complete trust in Jesus as God 

 
The disciples were not at Level #3 faith! 
 
According to Matthew’s account, after they woke up Jesus Matthew 8:26 “Then he said to 
them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 

• This is BEFORE He calms the wind and waves! 
 
In the middle of the storm, Jesus asks:  

• “Why are you afraid? 

• Do you still have no faith?” 



 
Luke 8:24b-25a: “…Then he got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves. So they ceased, 
and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?”  
 
According to the Luke, Jesus ask them the question after He calmed the storm 

• Is this a contradiction? No 
Jesus asked them “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” in the middle of the storm 
and then when Jesus stops the storm, Where is your faith?” 

• WHEN they are AFRAID in the middle of the storm, Jesus asks: Why are you afraid? 

• AFTER Jesus calms the storm, Jesus asks Where is your faith?” 
 
Crisis can be BENEFICIAL because they can cause us to EXAMINE our faith! 
 
I started by talking about people de-converting, but there is another movement called 
“Deconstructing” your faith. 

• Unhealthy version: Deconstruction that leads to de-converting 

• Healthy version: Deconstructing to examine WHAT you believe and WHY you believe it! 
 
Never be afraid to EXAMINE WHAT you believe and WHY you believe  

• WHY do you believe Jesus is the Son of God?  
o If you don’t, WHY don’t you believe?  

 
In both cases, have you examined the evidence? 

• Are you willing to go where the evidence takes you?  
 
In fact, this is the CORE QUESTION you must decide! 

• WHO is Jesus is the CORE question 
o Is HE the SON of GOD?  

▪ WHY do people believe Jesus is the Son of God? 

• DO I PERSONALLY ACCEPT of REJECT Jesus as the Son of God and 
WHY?  

 
All other questions are secondary to this question! 

 
We need to REMEMBER the following: 

Crisis Teach Us About God 
Luke 8:25b “They were fearful and amazed, asking one another, “Who then is this? He 
commands even the winds and the waves, and they obey him!” 
 
The disciples learned something — even the winds and the waves obey him 

• The disciples had seen Jesus’ power over disease and death, BUT they had not seen His 
power over NATURE! 

 



PROBLEM: Crisis will not teach you about God if you bail out of the boat! (Soil #2) 

• Crisis will not teach you about God if you run away from your Savior! (Soil #3) 
 
Crisis teach you about God if you “endure” and “hold on to the Word of God (Jesus)” in the 
middle of the storm! 
 

We need to REMEMBER the following: 
Crisis Teach Us About Our Faith 

 
Peter sleeping in Prison 
 

YOU 
 

PQ: Is your faith stronger or weaker?  
 
Are you in the middle of a storm?  

• How is your faith? 

• Are you willing to face the storm? 

• Are you willing to stay in the boat even if Jesus doesn’t seem to be responding?  
 

PQ: Is your faith stronger or weaker?  
 

WE 


