
Who is Jesus? 
Luke 9:7-9 

 
ETS: People had different opinions about Jesus, but only 
one was correct 
ESS: People have different opinions about Jesus, but only 
one is correct 
OSS: I want people to understand that only one opinion 
about Jesus is correct and why 
PQ: What is  your opinion about Jesus? 
UW: Opinions 
 

ME 
 

Has anyone been to the Grand Canyon? Here is the 
opinion of a young Lieutenant from the first expedition to 
the Grand Canyon in 1885 “The region we explored is 
completely without value. It can be approached only from 
the south and after entering it, there is nothing to do but 
leave. Ours have been the first and doubtless the last to 
visit this profitless locality. It seems intended that the 
Colorado River will be forever unvisited and undisturbed.” 
 
One of the driving factors for businesses is HOW people 
rate them! 



• Got to Google and look up restaurants and you will 
see RATINGS 

• Go to eBay and you’ll see RATINGS of the SELLERS 

• Go to Amazon and you’ll see RATINGS of PRODUCTS 
by purchasers 

 
Everywhere you look there are RATINGS 

• Even my GPS gives me the opportunity to RATE the 
directions it gives me 

 
If you type in Warren Baptist Church on Google, you will 
see on the right-hand side how people RATE us on YELP.  

• We only have 2 ratings on YELP and the newest is 
from 2014 and it is a 1-star rating.  
o Homework assignment: Google WBC and then 

rate it! 
▪ I didn’t rate our church because I thought it 

was a little unfair for the pastor to rate the 
church he pastors! 

 
WE 

 
Does anyone here take RATINGS into account before you 
purchase a product? 

• I do! 
 



People take ratings into account! 

• You will likely buy a product with a 5-star rating OVER 
a 2-star rated product 

 
People take ratings into account! 

• The person who gave WBC a 1-star rating, “4 people 
found the rating ‘useful’” 

 
What are ratings? They are OPINIONS 

• Opinion on the PRODUCT you purchased 

• Opinion on the TASTE of food at a restaurant 

• Opinion on the EXPERIENCE  
 
Bottom Line: WE ALL RATE things 

• We RATE things by writing a review online 

• We RATE things or people by what we SAY about 
them or the product 

• We RATE things or places by HOW we support them 
or refuse to support them 

 
Ratings are OPINIONS and just like belly-buttons, we all 

have them! 
 

GOD 
Turn to Luke 9 



• We are going to look at two passages about opinions 
people had about Jesus 

 
Earlier in Luke 9, Jesus sent out the 12 apostles on their 
first evangelism mission 

• They are going throughout all the villages in Galilee 
“healing everywhere” and “proclaiming the Good 
News” that the Messiah has arrived.  

• Mark tells us that the 12 apostles “drove out many 
demons” 

 
We have gone from Jesus only “healing the sick, driving 
out demons, and preaching the Good News” to 12 
apostles doing the same thing in towns all over.  
 
Jesus and His apostles are making BIG WAVES in the area 
and look at what happens as a result…. 
 
Luke 9:7-9 “Herod the tetrarch heard about everything 
that was going on.  
 
Who was Herod the tetrarch? 

• The Herods were the ruling family the area 
o Jesus was born under Herod the Great 

▪ When Herod the Great died in 4 B.C, his 
sons – also known as Herods—took over.  



▪ The area was divided among Harods sons 

• Archelaus receiving the title of 
ethnarch and Herod Antipas and Philip 
receiving the lesser title of tetrarch1 

• Herod Antipas was the ruler over Galilee area—
where Jesus is in this account 

 
“Tetrach” = “Ruler of the fourth part” used to used more 
broadly of a number of client rulers in the Roman Empire 
lower in rank than kings2 
 
“Herod the tetrarch” was Herod Antipas who was the 
ruler or “king” over Galilee 
 
What has been “going on”? 

• Demons have been cast out of people 
o In one instance in Luke 8, thousands of pigs 

drowned as a result! 
▪ I’m sure Herod heard about that! 

• Dead people had been raised 
o Son of the widow at Nain 
o Jarius’ daughter 

• People had been healed 

 
1 Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987), 995. 
2 Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987), 995. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eerdbibdct?ref=Page.p+995&off=4104&ctx=in+rank+than+kings.+~After+the+death+of+H
https://ref.ly/logosres/eerdbibdct?ref=Page.p+995&off=4011&ctx=+some+region%3b+later+~used+more+broadly+of


o I sure Herod was told about the centurion’s 
servant who was healed long distance by Jesus. 

 
Herod Antipas knew about what was going on not only 
from reports, but also from his interaction with John the 
Baptist. 

• Luke told us in Luke 3:19-20 that John the Baptist had 
“rebuked” Herod about his unlawful marriage to his 
brother’s former wife, Herodias.  
o Herod has John the Baptist thrown into prison 

 
He was perplexed, because some said that John had been 
raised from the dead,  

• Luke does not give the account of John the Baptist’s 
execution. 
o Apparently, Luke did not think the account John 

the Baptist’s execution was crucial to what he 

wanted Theophilus and his Gentile Christian 
readers to understand about Jesus.  

• Luke, however, lets us know that John the Baptist had 
died. 

 
Why is Luke sharing this story?  

• He wants us to know the opinions people had about 
Jesus 

 



People have all sorts of OPINIONS about Jesus! 
 
In GENERAL, are ALL opinions valid? NO 

• When I had a small business, we have mostly 5-star 
ratings, but one person gave us a 1-star rating on 
Facebook. I looked up the person and noticed that 
she never joined the program or attended classes. 
She came to the free, introductory class and then 
gave us a 1-star rating. I was upset because she never 
did the program! 

 
Are ALL opinions valid? NO 

• AMAZON does not allow you to give a rating if you 
are NOT a verified USER 

• eBay lets you know the rating is from a verified 
purchaser 

 
What makes a person’s opinion valid? 

• For websites where you purchase a product, you 
have to be a VERIFIED purchaser 

• For others you don’t have to be a verified purchaser, 
which means you can rate something without ever 
trying it.  

 
What were the opinions about Jesus? 
Opinions that Defied Common sense 



 
Opinion #1: Jesus is a resurrected John the Baptist 
 
How does that OPINION defy common sense?  

• Defies commons sense because: Jesus and John the 
Baptist were ALIVE at the same time for decades! 
o How could Jesus be the resurrected John the 

Baptist when they were both alive at the same 
time?  

• Defies commons sense because John the Baptist’s 
body was in a tomb (Mark 6:29)! 
o All people had to do was to go to the tomb 
o All they had to do was interview the man who 

chopped off John’s head!! 
▪ John’s enemies saw his decapitated head! 

o All they had to do was interview John’s disciples! 
▪ If there was anyone who could be motivated 

to say John the Baptist was ALIVE again, it 
would have been his disciples, but NONE of 
them were proclaiming that John the Baptist 
had been raised from the dead! 

 
One common opinion about Jesus today is that Jesus is a 
MYTH 
 
What is a myth?  



• There are different angles in defining a MYTH, but 
regarding a person like Jesus, the opinion of some is 
that “only an imaginary” and His existence is 
“unverifiable”  
o For example, just as SUPERMAN is a myth, a 

creation of DC comics, Jesus is a myth, a creation 
of men in the 1st century. 

 
Just from a commonsense angle we have to ask: 

• If Jesus is a mythological character, why did 
thousands turn to Him as the Messiah in the city 
outside of which He was PUBLICLY crucified? 

• If Jesus is a mythological character, why do we have 
eyewitness accounts from different people and these 
same people went to their graves and never recanted 
what they saw? 

• If Jesus is a mythological character, why does Luke 
start his gospel by saying Luke 1:1-4 “Many have 
undertaken to compile a narrative about the events 
that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as the 
original eyewitnesses and servants of the word 
handed them down to us. 3 So it also seemed good 
to me, since I have carefully investigated everything 
from the very first, to write to you in an orderly 
sequence, most honorable Theophilus, 4 so that you 



may know the certainty of the things about which 
you have been instructed.” 
o Why would Luke put his life in jeopardy for a 

mythological character that made a claim that 
was against Roman law: That He was God and 
there were not many gods and Caesar was one 
of them! 

• If Jesus is a mythological character, why do the 
Gospel writers include historical verifiable events, 
and timelines?  
o These are unimportant to mythological 

characters 
 
A common assertion is that maybe Jesus was a real 
person, but MYTHS were added later about Jesus.  

• How is that possible when we have 5,600 ancient 
copies of the New Testament and 99.5% are in 
complete agreement. 
o Of the 0.5% the discrepancies are word order, 

spelling errors or minor omissions and additions, 
but NONE change any teaching about Jesus.   

• If Jesus is a mythological character, how do we have 
overwhelming manuscript evidence with 99.5% 
agreement and NO discrepancies regarding our 
FAITH and PRACTICE? 



• If Jesus is a mythological character, why are there NO 
1st century documents contradicting the teachings of 
the New Testament about His life?  

 
Has anyone seen the Chronicle of Narnia? That is a 
mythological story 
Has anyone seen the Lord of the Rings? That is a 
mythological story 
 
C.S. Lewis wrote the Chronicle of Narnia and his good 
friend J.R.R Tolkien wrote the Lord of the Rings. In fact, 
Tolkien would read his manuscripts as he was writing 
them to C.S. Lewis and other friends for their input.  
 
Here is what C.S. Lewis, who was an atheist before 
becoming a Christian wrote: “I have been reading poems, 
romances, vision-literature, legends, myths all my life. I 
know what they are like. I know that not one of them is 
like this [the Gospels].” 

 
Other than fringe people, even atheistic historians agree 
that Jesus was a historical person who lived in the 1st 
century in the land of Israel  

• Dr. Bart Ehrman who renounced his faith and 
proclaims himself as an agnostic atheist wrote in his 
book Did Jesus Exist? The Historical Argument for 



Jesus of Nazareth "whatever else you may think 
about Jesus, he certainly did exist." 

 
If an OPINION ignores commonsense, then there is a 
problem with the opinion! 

• This applies NOT ONLY to Jesus but to life as well! 
 
How do you navigate opinions about Jesus? (or anything 

else?) 
Opinions Based Only on Similarities? 

 
Luke 9:8a some that Elijah had appeared and others that 
one of the ancient prophets had risen” 
 
One common opinion about Jesus was that He was 
ELIJAH, the Old Testament prophet 
 
Why did some people think Jesus was the Return of 
ELIJAH?  

• First, Elijah was one of only two people in Scripture 
who never died! 
o Since he never died, then it seemed possible that 

he was back! 

• Second, Elijah was known for powerful miracles 
o Elijah multiplied the widow’s oil  



▪ Jesus in vss. 10-17 feeds 5,000 people from 
five loaves and two fish 

o Elijah raised a widow’s dead son 
▪ Jesus raised the widow of Nain’s dead son 

o Elijah parted the Jordan river 
▪ Jesus showed His power over the weather in 

Luke 8. 
 
What were these opinions based on? Similarities  

• Were there SIMILARITIES between Jesus and Elijah? 
Yes! 

 
BUT, similarities with something else DOES NOT make 
something TRUE or FALSE!  
 
TODAY, many use similarities between Jesus and pagan 
gods to argue that Jesus is a rehashed version of a pagan 
god. 
 
There was a popular movie called Zeitgeist and in the 
movie it claimed Jesus was a recycled myth based on the 
Egyptian god Horus. According to the movie, Horus was…. 

• He was born on December 25 of a virgin 

• A star in the East proclaimed his arrival 

• Three kings came to adore the newborn “savior” 

• He became a child prodigy teacher at age 12 



• At age 30 he was “baptized” and began a “ministry” 

• Horus had twelve “disciples” 

• Horus was betrayed 

• He was crucified 

• He was buried for three days 

• He was resurrected after three days 
 
Is this assertion true?  

• Is Jesus a rehashed version of the ancient Egyptian 
god Horus? 

 
We all KNOW that NO ONE would make a movie and 
make claims that are NOT COMPLETELY TRUE! 
 
When someone makes a claim, you should put it to the 
test! 

• If it holds up to scrutiny then the claim is true 
o If it falls apart when examined than the claim is 

false.  
 
If you take the time to read about the Egyptian god 
Horus, you will find that although there are some 
similarities between Jesus and Horus, there are glaring 
DIFFERENCES 

• Claim: Horus was of a virgin 
o Reality: The “virgin” was Isis not Mary 



o Reality: Isis was not a “virgin” when she 
conceived because she had been previously 
married to Osiris and conceived Horus with 
Osiris. 

• Claim: Horus was born on December 25  
o Reality: Horus was born during the month of 

Khoiak (Oct/Nov) 
o Reality: The Bible NEVER CLAIMED Jesus was 

born on December 25th! 

• Claim: Three kings came to adore the newborn 
“savior” Horus 
o Reality: There is not record of three kings visiting 

Horus upon his birth 
o Reality: The Bible never states that there were 3 

Kings at Jesus’ birth 
 
We could go on and on with all the pagan gods and Jesus! 

• Yes, there may be some similarities, but there are 
PROFOUND differences! 

 
IF an OPINION ignores FACTS or leaves out part of the 
story, then it is the WRONG opinion! 
 
Luke 9:9 “I beheaded John,” Herod said, “but who is this I 
hear such things about?” And he wanted to see him.” 



• It seems in Mark’s account that Herod initially is of 
the opinion that John the Baptist had been raised 
from the dead, but Luke’s account indicates that 
Herod had second thoughts based on the evidence: “I 
beheaded John.” 

• Herod dismissed that Jesus was a resurrected John 
the Baptist! 
o Why? People don’t RISE from the dead! 
o Why? Herod was an EYEWITNESS 

▪ He gave the order to decapitate John the 
Baptist 

▪ He saw John’s decapitated head 
 
What should our opinions about Jesus be based upon? 

• Are we supposed to ignore commonsense? 

• Are we supposed to look at only similarities? 

• Are we supposed to base our opinion on what people 
are saying? 

What should our opinions about Jesus be based upon? 
 

Opinions about Jesus Must Be Built on Facts 
 

Luke has already given us examples that point to Jesus as 
the Messiah 

• His authoritative teachings  

• His power over demons 



• His power over sickness 

• His power over bodily deformities and handicaps 

• His power over death 

• His power over the weather 
 
Then we have this question by Herod about WHO is 
Jesus?  
 
Then Luke pops in another story to show us Jesus’ power 
to multiply food  
 
After this miracle, we come back to the question of “Who 
is Jesus?” 
 
We shift the scenario from Herod Antipas inquiring about 
Jesus to Jesus inquiring His disciples about who He is…. 
 
Luke 9:18 “While he was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say that I am?”  

• Jesus asks the disciples “What are the opinions 
people have about who I am?” 

 
Notice they give the same basic answers….Luke 9:19 They 
answered, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, 
that one of the ancient prophets has come back.”  



• If you were to turn on the evening news and they did 
a segment on Jesus, you’d heard these OPINIONS 
being expressed. 

 
Luke 9:20 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you say that 
I am?” Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 
 
Why does Jesus ask His disciples “who do YOU say that I 
am”? 

• Because they were WITH Jesus! 
o They had a front row seat to all His miracles 

▪ The general public did not witness Jesus 
calming the storm or the boat load of fish 
when Peter was told to cast the net on the 
other side of the boat. 

▪ They were not there when Jesus raised 
Jarius’ daughter  

▪ They did not know about the water turned 
to wine 

o They had a front row seat to all His teachings 
o They had a front row seat to ask Him questions 
o They had a front row seat to how He lived His life 
o They had a front row seat to His interactions 

with the religious leaders 
o They had a front row seat to interactions with 

Jesus’ mother, Mary. 



• They saw Jesus when He was praying 
 
They didn’t have anyone FILTERING the Facts—they were 
EYEWITNESSES of the Facts! 

• They were not basing their opinion on second-hand 
knowledge 

• They were not basing their opinion on what a 
religious leader said about Jesus 

 
Peter gave the current answer: “God’s Messiah” 
 
I wonder WHY NOW?  

• Why does Jesus ask that question from the Apostles 
now?  

 
We know WHY Herod asked the question: Because the 
mission of the 12 apostles had created a big stir in Galilee 
 
Why does Jesus ask that question from the Apostles now?  

• Because they are about to be attacked like never 
before! 

 
Until now, it has basically been a time of success and 
excitement! 

• Jesus is performing miracles 

• Jesus is confounding the religious leaders 



• Jesus is a rock star drawing huge crowds 
 
The apostles are even getting a taste of the success 

• The apostles have been healing people 

• The apostles have been casting out demons 

• The apostles have been preaching 
 
It appears like the trajectory is going up and up!  

• The apostles see exciting days ahead of larger and 
larger crowd, more expeditions, more accolades, but 
Jesus sees the STORM CLOUDS gathering! 

 
Look at Jesus’ response to Peter’s proclamation: Luke 
9:21-22 “But he strictly warned and instructed them to 
tell this to no one, 22 saying, “It is necessary that the Son 
of Man suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the third 
day.” 

• This is the 1st time Jesus predicts His death in Luke 
 
What Jesus said is CONTRARY to ANYTHING they were 
expecting! 

• Jesus would be “rejected”? 

• Jesus would be “killed”? 

• Jesus would be “raised the third day”? 
 



Why does Jesus ask that question from the Apostles now?  

• Because they needed to be SURE of WHAT they 
believed because DIFFICULTIES were ahead!  

 
If your opinion is based on hearsay …You will not stand 
your ground 
If your opinion is based on confusion …You will not stand 
your ground 
 

YOU 
 

Spiritually, the storm clouds are getting very dark in our 
world! 
What was once declared evil in God’s Word is now being 
called good and what was once declared good is 
increasingly called evil.  
 
“On March 30th, 2022, a Finnish court decision brought 
good news to everyone who loves both freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion. Finnish MP Päivi Räsänen, 
who was on trial for hate speech for expressing 
convictions that arise out of her Christian faith, was 
acquitted on all counts…. This trial garnered international 
attention largely because Räsänen was charged with hate 
speech not just because she expressed her views in her 
own words, but because she quoted the Bible. In protest 

https://europeanconservative.com/articles/commentary/the-bible-as-hate-speech/


against her church’s sponsorship of an LGBT pride event in 
2019…” 
 
Jesus knew the storm was coming for His disciples then 
and He warns us that it is coming for us now! 
 
WAIT…It has been 2,000 years since Jesus was here why 
do you say this warning is for US?  
 
I believe WE are living in the generation that Jesus talked 
about in Matthew 25 

• We have saw the “fig tree bud” when Israel returned 
as a nation in 1948 

 
Jesus said in Matthew 24:32-34 “Learn this lesson from 
the fig tree: As soon as its branch becomes tender and 
sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the 
same way, when you see all these things, recognize that 
he is near—at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation 
will certainly not pass away until all these things take 
place.” 
 
What are the things Jesus told us we would see? 

• False teachers who will deceive many 

• Wars and rumors of war will increase and intensify 

• Famines and earthquakes in various places  



• The love of many people for Christ will grow cold 

• And more… 
 
Jesus told His disciples what was coming — His rejection 
and crucifixion 

• Why? So that afterward they’d realize Jesus’ mission 
was to die for our sins 

• Why? So, their faith would remain strong when they 
would be put on trial, beaten, and ultimately killed 
for their faith. 

 
In Matthew 24:24-25 “For false messiahs and false 
prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders 
to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 Take note: I 
have told you in advance…” 

 
IF WE are going to STAND FIRM in our FAITH, it must be 
rooted in the FACTS! 

• FACTS: Jesus lived on the earth – even atheistic 
historians agree that He lived! 

• FACT: Jesus was crucified and rose again – The empty 
tomb, the accounts, changed civilizations  

• FACT: Jesus is coming again – There are more 
prophecies about Jesus’ 2nd coming than His first 
coming and they are shaping up before our very 
eyes! 



o Israel’s rebirth 
o The plans for the third Jewish temple have been 

drawn 
o The changing geo-political climate  
o The rise of Islam 
o The nuclearization of Iran 
o The demise of America and the rise of Globalism 
o The ability to have a world currency 
o The ability to restrict who buys and sells 
o The growing alliance between Russia, China and 

Iran 
o Technology enabling us to recreate the “Days of 

Noah” regarding human DNA corruption 
o The rise of and demanded affirmation of 

homosexuality resulting in a world that is like the 
“days of Lot” that Jesus said would exist prior to 
His return 

 
WHY do we believe those Facts?  

• Eyewitness testimony 

• Manuscript evidence 

• Archeological evidence 

• Cultural Evidence 

• The existence of the Church 

• Our own personal change by Christ! 
 



WE 
 

What is the foundation for your opinion about Jesus? 

• What is your opinion about Jesus based on? 

• Are you willing to scrutinize and test your opinion? 

• Are you willing to accept the facts? 
 
What is your opinion about Jesus? 

• Your opinion about Jesus has eternal consequences! 


