
Jesus Goes to Satan’s Territory 
Luke 9:21-36 

 
ETS: Jesus began preparing His disciples for the unseen 
battle they were going to be fighting 
ESS: We must be honest that there is a spiritual battle  
OSS: I want to open people’s eyes to spiritual warfare 
behind the scenes so they will stand firm 
PQ:  
UW: 
 

ME 
 

Old woman and young woman Illusion 
Duck or rabbit illusion 

 
GOD 

 
Turn to Luke 9 
 
One big question: “What are the opinions about Jesus?” 

• Herod asked this question; Jesus asked this question 
o Both got the same answers: John the Baptist, 

Elijah, an ancient prophet 

• Jesus asked HIS DISCIPLES 



Luke 9:18-22 “While he was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say that I am?” 19 They answered, “John the 
Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, that one of the ancient 
prophets has come back.” 20 “But you,” he asked them, 
“who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “God’s 
Messiah.”21 But he strictly warned and instructed them 
to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “It is necessary that the 
Son of Man suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised 
the third day.” 
 
Luke 2:11 - 1st time Jesus was proclaimed as the 
“Messiah” in Luke was by the angels 

• But, this the 1st time a FELLOW HUMAN has 
proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah! 

 
Remember, the GOSPELS are NOT like contemporary 
Biographies-They do not record every detail of Jesus’ life 
NOR do they always put His life in chronological order.  

• Luke arranges accounts of Jesus’ ministry in an order 
to make THEOLOGICAL points. 

 
Until this point, there has been… 

• NO TALK of Jesus’ dying for sins and resurrecting 
 



NOW, for the 1st time, Jesus has been proclaimed the 
Messiah by those who followed Him. 

• But WHY NOW? 
o Why does Jesus ask this question “Who do YOU 

say I am” now? 
 
Luke leaves out a detail that probably he felt wasn’t a big 
deal to his GENTILE audience, but Matthew and MARK 
(who were both Jews) and Matthew’s Gospel, which was 
written to a Jewish audience, both give that I want to 
highlight because I think it puts what is going on in HD! 
 
In Matthew and Mark’s gospels, they say that Jesus 
asked the question “Who do you say that I am” when 
they came to Caesarea Philippi. 
 
Matthew and Mark give us more detail about the 
discussion in Caesarea Philippi and I want to look at 
Matthew 16:13-18 “When Jesus came to the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say 
John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15 “But you,” he asked them, “who 
do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 
responded, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, 



because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overpower it.” 
 
There is TOO MUCH to unpack here in one message, but 
what I want you to see…. 

 
There is a Spiritual Battle 

 
There is MORE going on than “meets the physical eye” 

• As the Apostle Paul later wrote, there are “Spiritual 
forces at work in high places” (Eph. 6:12) 
o The sooner WE accept the fact that there is an 

UNSEEN WORLD battling for humanity around 
us working the faster your eyes are opened.  
▪ Again, the movie the MATRIX captures this 

concept (language warning) 
 
Jesus did NOTHING on accident—everything Jesus did 
was on purpose! 
 
Notice the LOCATION where Jesus asked this question: 
“the region of Caesarea Philippi” (Mt. 16:13)  



• Notice the SPIRITUAL reference to the BATTLE: “…I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it.” 
o Christ will build HIS Church and hades will not 

overpower it 
▪ Implication: Hades will TRY to stop Christ’s 

church! 
 
WHY ask this question “Who do you say I am” now?  
 
Caesarea Philippi (Picture of Jesus’ ministry) 

• Caesarea Philippi was located roughly 25 miles north 
of the Sea of Galilee and 40 miles southwest of 
Damascus. 

• Caesarea Philippi was near the base of Mount 
Hermon 

 
Caesarea Philippi was located in the northern part of the 
Old Testament region of Bashan 

• Bashan was known as the “place of the serpent,”  
o Who is the “serpent” in Scripture? Satan 

• Bashan is associated in Scripture with the Rephaim 
(Gen 14:5) 1 who were descendants of the Nephilim 
who were the angel/human half-breeds responsible 

 
1 M. Sashi Jamir, “Bashan,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=bashan_place.history_of_bashan&off=488&ctx=Biblical+Period%0a~Bashan+is+associated+in+


for bringing such a high degree of evil into the world 
that God destroyed the world with the flood.  
o Interestingly, one of the last acts of Moses was 

God commanded Moses to take the Israelites 
from the south of the Promise Land (before 
they entered it) all the way to the top northwest 
corner to kill king Og, who was a giant Rephaim. 
(Nu. 21:33-35) (Picture) 
▪ One of the last acts of Moses was KILL a 

Rephaim king in Bashan. (Deut. 3). After 
they kill Og, they return South again where 
they enter the Promised Land at Jericho!  

• Now, Jesus is traveling far north to 
invade enemy territory and when HE is 
done, He too will return south to 
Jerusalem/Jericho where He will seal 
the fate of Satan.  

 

• Bashan was often referred to negatively spiritually 
o Psalm 22: 12-14 “Many bulls surround me; 

strong ones of Bashan encircle me. 13 They 
open their mouths against me—lions, mauling 
and roaring. 14 I am poured out like water, and 
all my bones are disjointed; my heart is like wax, 
melting within me.” 
▪ Prophetic description of Jesus’ crucifixion! 



 
Jesus is in the Old Testament region of Bashan now in 
the New Testament era is identified by the newly rebuilt 
city renamed as “Caesarea Philippi” 

• Caesarea Philippi”is at the foot of Mount Hermon 
 
This area was RIFE with satanic-inspired religions 

• The Old Testament towns Baal-gad (Josh 11:17; 
12:7; 13:5) and Baal-Hermon (Judg 3:3; 1 Chr 5:23) 
were located in this region. 
o Notice they are called “Baal”  

• In the Old Testament, the Jews were constantly 
drawn away from Yahweh to worship Baal 
o Judges 2:11-13 “The Israelites did what was evil 

in the Lord’s sight. They worshiped the Baals 12 
and abandoned the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. 
They followed other gods from the surrounding 
peoples and bowed down to them. They 
angered the Lord, 13 for they abandoned him 
and worshiped Baal and the Ashtoreths.” 

 
300 years before Jesus, Alexander the Great conquered 
the area and they dedicated a shrine in a cave dedicated 
to the pagan god Pan (Wilson, Caesarea Philippi, 2). 



• Pan was the Greek god of forests and deserted 
places, as well as flocks and shepherds (Wilson, 
Caesarea Philippi, 3).  

 
Later, during Antiochus the Great reign the site was 
called Panium (Polybius, Histories 16.18).  
 
Around 20 BC, Augustus gave the district of Panias to 
Herod the Great.  

• Herod built a temple of white marble and dedicated 
it to Augustus (called Paneas and Panium by 
Josephus; Antiquities 15.10.3 360–61, 363–64; 
Jewish War 1.21.3 404–405). 

• After Herod died, the area was given to his son Philip 
(Antiquities 17.8.1 189). 

 
Around 2 BC, Philip expanded this sparsely populated 
area of pagan worship into a city and named it Caesarea 
Philippi, in honor of Caesar Tiberius and himself.2 
 
RECAPS: The region of Caesarea Philippi had always been 
the seat of PAGAN worship! 

• Although NOT scripture, the Book of 1 Enoch 6:1-6, 
was well-known in Jesus’ day and according to that 

 
2 Brian Algie, “Caesarea Philippi,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham 
Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=caesareaphilippi_place.history&off=984&ctx=uities+17.8.1+189).%0a~Around+2+bc%2c+Philip+


book, the fallen angels came down on Mount 
Hermon. 
o “More than twenty temples have been surveyed 

on Mt. Hermon and its environs. This is an 
unprecedented number in comparison with 
other regions of the Phoenician coast. They 
appear to be the ancient cult sites of the Mt. 
Hermon population and represent the 
Canaanite/ Phoenician concept of open-air cult 
centers dedicated, evidently, to the celestial 
gods.” 3(PICTURE of PAGAN SHRINES) 

o By the way, the word “Hermon” in Hebrew it’s 
pronounced khermon.  
▪ The noun has the same root as a verb 

kharam, “to devote to destruction.”  

• This is the distinct verb of holy war, 
the verb of extermination 

 
Do you understand what is happening here? 

• It is NO ACCIDENT they are in Caesarea Philippi!  

• It is NO ACCIDENT that HERE Jesus asked His 
disciples “Who do you say I am” 

 

 
3 (Heiser, Michael S.. The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible (p. 284). Lexham 
Press. Kindle Edition.) 



Jesus has brought His disciples to GROUND ZERO of 
SATANIC Operations! 

• By the way, the region of Caesarea Philippi was a 
beautiful place! (MODERN DAY PICTURE) 
o It is the SOURCE of the Jordan River 
o It is lush and green 
o In Jesus day, it was an active city with a huge 

white marble temple dedicated to Caesar 
o Today, Caesarea Philippi, is the city of Banias  

 
In this BEAUTIFUL location, a lush, green place with a 
modern city, Jesus is reminding us that this is ground 
zero for satanic operations. 
 
The one thing Jesus says to His followers over and over 
again regarding His second coming is “Don’t be deceived”  

• Don’t be deceived by signs and wonders 

• Don’t be deceived by those saying they are the 
Messiah 

• Don’t be deceived by those promising peace and 
safety 

 
There is a Spiritual Battle 

 
For the disciples, they probably thought this was a trip to 
get away and take a vacation! 



• After all, Jesus has been busy healing and teaching 

• The DISCIPLES just came back from trips through 
Galilee where they proclaimed the Good News, 
healed the sick, and cast out demons. (Luke 9:1-6) 

 
This was probably the LAST PLACE they’d think of 
spiritual warfare! 

• There were no religious leaders from Jerusalem 
challenging Jesus here! 

• There were no angry mobs trying to run Jesus out of 
town 
o This was a beautiful place of peace and 

tranquility.  
 
In fact, it actually was easy for Peter to say “You are the 
Messiah” because there was NO HUMAN OPPOSITION! 

• Later, when Jesus was arrested and a servant girl 
accused Peter of being one of Jesus’ disciples he 
DENIED he knew Jesus!  

 
It is NO ACCIDENT that HERE Jesus reveals what is coming 
next! 
 
Luke 9:21-22 “But he strictly warned and instructed them 
to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “It is necessary that the 
Son of Man suffer many things and be rejected by the 



elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised 
the third day.” 
 
Satan is NOT OMNISCIENT = Satan does NOT KNOW 
EVERYTHING! 

• Satan does not know the future 

• Satan is NOT outside of time like God 

• Satan and his demonic forces are created beings 
with limitations 

 
I would argue that Satan DID NOT KNOW God’s plan until 
Jesus revealed it in Caesarea Philippi 

• All Satan knew was “Mother prophecy of Genesis 
3:15” that the “Seed of the woman” would one day 
“Crush his head” 

 
Jesus takes His disciples right into the HEART of Satan’s 
operations, where Satan launched his efforts to destroy 
the “Seed of the woman” and declared WHAT was going 
to happen! 

• The OLD Testament is about Satan constantly trying 
to corrupt and destroy God’s people through whom 
the Messiah was promised to come.  

 
Jesus reveals the plan in detail! 



• He will be “rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes” 

• He will be “killed”  

• He will “be raised the third day” 
 
JESUS reveals the STRUGGLE that is laying ahead: “It is 
necessary that the Son of Man suffer many things” 

 
The Spiritual Battle involves Struggle 

 
Luke 9:23-24 “Then he said to them all, “If anyone wants 
to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me 
will save it.  
 
Jesus is “in the region of Caesarea Philippi” also known in 
the Old Testament time as “Bashan”, which was known 
as the “place of the serpent,” 

• The serpent tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden 
and they DISOBEYED GOD! 
o WHY? Because they did not “Deny themselves” 

▪ They were not willing to “follow God’s” 
command 

• The serpent, Satan, later tempted Jesus right after 
Jesus’ baptism 



o Jesus DID DENY His human desires and said 
“NO” to Satan 
▪ Jesus Denied the human desire for food, 

the “lust of the flesh” 
▪ Jesus Denied the human desire for fame, 

the “pride of life” 
▪ Jesus Denied the human desire for power, 

the “pride of lust of the eyes” 
 
Jesus just told His disciples that He is going to “suffer 
many things, …be rejected…. and be killed.” 

• Did His human flesh want that? NO! 

• Did Satan try to derail Jesus from going to the cross? 
Yes! 

 
Going back to Matthew 16:21-23 “From then on Jesus 
began to point out to his disciples that it was necessary 
for him to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be 
raised the third day. 22 Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him, “Oh no, Lord! This will never happen to 
you!” 23 Jesus turned and told Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me because you’re not 
thinking about God’s concerns but human concerns.” 



• Jesus is in the “place of the serpent,” when He first 
tells His disciples and reveals God’s plan of 
redemption.  
o The disciples don’t understand, but Satan does! 

▪ Peter unwittingly states Satan’s desire to 
KEEP JESUS from going to the cross! 

 
Notice Jesus’ rebuke “You are a hindrance to me because 
you’re not thinking about God’s concerns but human 
concerns.” 

• Peter was not “denying himself” — He wanted Jesus 
to stay because Jesus was a celebrity and Peter was 
in the entourage!  

• Peter still wanted to “save his life” and later he 
would DENY Jesus to “save his life” only to discover 
he had lost what was most important, Jesus!  
o Fortunately, Jesus restored Peter and Peter 

would later “Lose his life” for Jesus”! 
 
Luke 9:25 For what does it benefit someone if he gains 
the whole world, and yet loses or forfeits himself? 

• When Satan tempted Jesus, he promised Jesus “all 
the kingdoms of the world” 
o Remember, Satan is the “god” of this world, so 

the offer was legitimate, but what if Jesus had 
taken the offer? 



▪ He would have NOT gone to the CROSS! 

• We would not have salvation! 
o Jesus would have “forfeited” 

Himself 
 
Jesus asks: For what does it benefit someone if he gains 
the whole world, and yet loses or forfeits himself? 

• Answer: NOTHING! 
o Everything here is temporal, your soul is eternal! 

 
Although the area is plush, green, and beautiful 
physically, SPIRITUALLY it was known as the gate to the 
underworld! 
 
Jesus is in “the place of the serpent”, 

• In the area considered the “gate to the underworld” 

• In an area littered with pagan shrines 

• In an area where the Jews believed fallen angels 
descended to earth to mate with human women 
prior to the flood. 

 
For the 1st time, Jesus is DECLARING His Mission! 
For the 1st time, Jesus is REVEALING a new creation, THE 
CHURCH! 
 



Jesus makes an interesting statement about the spiritual 
battle: Mathew 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overpower it.” 
 
Do you see why Jesus said, “I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”? 

• Jesus is at what many considered the “gate” to the 
underworld! 

• Jesus is at the “place of the serpent” 
 
Jesus is putting SATAN on notice that he CANNOT STOP 
what Jesus is doing! 

• WHO is Hades? 
 
Remember, this place is filled with ancient shrines to 
Greek gods like Pan 

• One of the Greek gods, was the god “Hades” 
o Hades is the god of the Underworld and the 

dead.  
▪ In ancient Greece, few dared to utter his 

name. 
Jesus is NOT AFRAID to utter the name “Hades”! 
 
What is Hades? 



• Again, the Jews in Jesus’ day were familiar with 1 
Enoch and according to in 1 En. 22:8–13 the author 
describes [Hades as]a divided dwelling for the 
dead—a sphere for sinners and another sphere for 
the righteous.4 
o Jesus used this imagery in the parable of the 

Rich Man and Lazarus. 
 
Jesus is on the OFFENSIVE!  

• Jesus is taking the fight right to the heart of Satanic 
activity! 

 
When you think of “gates” do you think of OFFENSE or 
DEFENSE? Defense! 

• People spend money to put gates up around their 
house 

• If you are wealthy, you may live in a “gated” 
community! 

 
WHO is going to be on the DEFENSE against the Church? 
Hades!  

• Are the “gates of Hades” going to be able to stop the 
church from penetrating the darkness? NO! 

 
4 David Seal, “Hell,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: 
Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=hell.the_afterlife_in_the_old_testament.valley_of_hinnom&off=959&ctx=dless.+For+example%2c+~in+1+En.+22%3a8%E2%80%9313+the


• Are the “gates of Hades” going to stop Jesus from 
taking the fight to satanic forces? No!  

 
Jesus is announcing that He is going to create a group of 
people “called of darkness into the light” (e.g. the 
Church) 

• The people of this new thing, will fight using the 
“sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

•  
While there will be struggle, ultimately Christ and His 
church will prevail! 
 

The Spiritual Battle Ends in Victory  
 
Luke 9:26 “For whoever is ashamed of me and my words, 
the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes 
in his glory and that of the Father and the holy angels.” 
 
Why didn’t Jesus call Himself the “Son of God”? 

• Because the Jews referred to themselves as “sons of 
God” 

 
Why does Jesus keep calling Himself “The Son of man”? 

• Because in Daniel 7:13-14 “I continued watching in 
the night visions, and suddenly one like a son of man 
was coming with the clouds of heaven. He 



approached the Ancient of Days and was escorted 
before him. 14 He was given dominion and glory and 
a kingdom, so that those of every people, nation, 
and language should serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.” 
o The “Son of Man” according to Daniel’s 

prophecies was the coming Messiah 
 
Notice the VICTORY the Son of Man will have when He 
“Comes on the clouds of heaven”… 

• dominion and glory and a kingdom,  

• every people, nation, and language should serve 
him.  

• His dominion is an everlasting dominion  

• His kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.” 
 
Jesus is talking about His 2nd coming after He raises from 
the dead! 
 
IF we are going to be “Ashamed” of Christ when He 
returns, He will be ashamed of us? 
 

WE 
 



I want to be careful regarding reading prophecy into 
every headline, but this week something of potentially 
HUGE prophetic implications happened. 

• I believe Revelation 11 indicates there will be a 
physical temple in Israel during the tribulation. 
o The Temple Institute has already built the 

articles for the temple 
o They have identified the priesthood  
o They have been training the priesthood in 

animal sacrifices 
 
One problem was the PURIFICATION of the priesthood 
according to Numbers 19:1-10. 

• According to rabbinical tradition, there have been 
nine red heifers sacrificed since Moses’ time. Since 
the destruction of the second temple, no red heifers 
have been slaughtered. 

• The rabbi Maimonides (1135—1204) taught that the 
tenth red heifer would be sacrificed by the Messiah 
Himself. 
o This is not in the Bible, but this what modern-

day rabbi’s believe will usher in the Messiah 
(Remember, they do not believe Jesus was the 
Messiah). 

 



This week 5 red heifers approved by the Rabbis arrived 
this week from Texas in Israel! 

• They are less than a year old 

• Once they turn 2 years and 1 day old, they will be 
slaughtered and the purification of the priesthood 
will resume after 2,000 years! 
o Next step, rebuild the temple! 

 
We are getting close! 
 
As we get closer the STRUGGLE may likely be more 
intense! 

• Do you know Christ? 
o Do you believe He is the Messiah? 

• Are you ROOTED in your Faith 
o Peter wasn’t at this point, and it showed when 

he later denied Jesus! 
o The onslaught against Christ is going to increase! 
o Only those who know WHAT they believe and 

WHY they believe it will STAND! 
 

• Are you walking with Christ? 
o Is there unrepentant sin in your life?  

▪ Unrepentant sin = not willing to “deny 
yourself and taking up your cross”! 



▪ Unrepentant sin makes you spiritually weak 
because you have created a barrier 
between you and the Lord! 

 
The Spiritual Battle Ends in Victory  

 
The “Son of Man” will be victorious will you be sharing in 
the victory? 

• Will you be rejoicing or ashamed? 

• Will you be there for the victory? 
 
PQ: Are You going to stand strong in Christ?  


