
Was Jesus a Prophet? 
Luke 9:44-45 

 
ETS: Jesus prophesied and fulfilled His death and 
resurrection 
ESS: Jesus’ prophecies came true and will come true 
OSS: I want people to know what defines a true prophet 
of God 
PQ: Are you testing the spirits? 
UW: Prophecy 
 
 

ME 
 

How many know the name Jean Dixon? 

• She was one of the best-known American psychics 
and astrologers of the twentieth century, due to her 
prediction of the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy 

• She gained public awareness through the biography 
A Gift of Prophecy: The Phenomenal Jeane Dixon, 
written by syndicated columnist Ruth Montgomery. 
Published in 1965, the book sold more than 3 million 
copies.  

• She was a devout Roman Catholic and attributed her 
prophetic ability to God 



 
Lady who said she was a prophet 

• Predicted gas would be at $3.00 by Friday 
 
Someone told my aunt my cousin, would be a great 
preacher 

• He died a few years later and was never a preacher 
 
A person who supposedly predicts the future is held in 
high esteem. They have titles such as: 

• Prophets 

• Oracles 

• Shamans 

• Astrologers 
 
Predictors of the future use tools such as  

• Astrology 

• Palmistry 

• Numerology 

• Tarot cards 
 
Others are more “sophisticated” and use… 

• Computer algorithms  

• Study historical patterns 
 
New 20th century term: Futurologist 



According to Futurologist Matt Ward, author of Death 
Donor: A Dystopian SciFi Technothriller 

• The United States will fix its broken healthcare 
system or collapse to mediocrity (either way, it will 
lose its superpower status). 

• Small towns will virtually die from autonomous 
trucking. 

• Paper money will be banned by governments. 

• Artificial general intelligence will still be 15–20 years 
away. 

• Mega corporations (like Amazon) will start buying 
up nation states. 

• There will be at least one earth-shattering incident 
of accidental bioterrorism. 

• The rich will have access to black market designer 
baby clinics. 

 
WE 

 
Wouldn’t it be great if we knew the future about some 
things?  

• Will my retirement account increase or decrease in 
the next year?  
o Will I be able to retire comfortably? 

 



One reason we’d want to know the future is so we can 
change it if it is not to our liking! 

• If you knew you will be killed in a car accident 
tomorrow at noon, what would you do? Stay home! 

• If you knew you will get a disease, what would you 
do? 
o Change your lifestyle, eating habits, etc. to avoid 

it! 

• If you knew at $5,000 investment in company XYZ 
will turn into a profit of over $100,000 in 10 years, 
you’d invest in that company! 

 
ON the other hand, we may NOT want to know the 
future! 

• What if, in the future, you know you are going to 
lose all your retirement savings before you die?  
o You might take your life! 

 
Foretelling the future is BIG Business! 

• People make money as “fortune tellers”  
o Psychic have TV shows such as: Long Island 

Medium, Hollywood Medium with Tyler Henry, 
and Psychic Kids: Children of the Paranormal 

o Psychic websites and hotlines 

• Nancy Regan consulted astrologer Joan Quigley 
 



I found a list of the top “prophets” 

• Most on the list were from the Bible, but there were 
other names such as: Mohammed, Nostradamus, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Gordon B. Hinkley, T.B. 
Joshua, Jeffrey Lundren, Edgar Cayce, and William 
Branham 

 
What is a prophet? 
What is a FALSE Prophet? 
How was Jesus a Prophet? 
What were Jesus’ prophecies? 
How is Jesus DIFFERENT as a PROPHET than the ones I 
just listed like Mohammed, Nostradamus, Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, Gordon B. Hinkley, T.B. Joshua, etc.? 
What does it matter to US today?  
 

GOD 
Turn to Luke 9  
 
Luke 9:44-45 “While everyone was amazed at all the 
things he was doing, he told his disciples, 44 “Let these 
words sink in: The Son of Man is about to be betrayed 
into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand 
this statement; it was concealed from them so that they 
could not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about 
it.” 



• This is the 2nd prediction of Jesus’ death in Luke  
 
The 1st prophecy was in Luke 9:21-22 “But he strictly 
warned and instructed them to tell this to no one, 22 
saying, “It is necessary that the Son of Man suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day.” 
In these two prophecies, Jesus predicted He would: 

• Be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes” 

• Be killed 

• be raised the third day 

• be betrayed into the hands of men 
 
Look at how SPECIFIC these prophecies were: 

• WHO would sentence Him to death: elders, chief 
priests, and scribes 

• HOW it would happen “Be betrayed in the hands of 
men” 

• WHAT would happen: He would be “killed” & He 
would “raise [from the dead]” 

• WHEN He would “raise [from the dead]” – “the third 
day” 

 
I was reading an article in Southern Skeptic articles called: 
“Why Are Bible Prophecies So Vague?” 

• This doesn’t sound vague to me 

https://southernskeptic.com/why-are-bible-prophecies-so-vague/


 
Argument from Southern Skeptic: Prophecies like this 
were written AFTER the fact! 

o Of course, if that was true, and Luke made up 
these words, then why would Luke make up the 
resurrection if Jesus were just a man who was 
killed?  
▪ What did it gain Luke to make up this story? 

Persecution, an early death? 

• Why would Luke LIE to a Roman 
Official who could have him executed 
(See Luke 1:1-4)? 

o IF Jesus’ resurrection NEVER happened and this 
was added after Jesus’ was crucified, the Gospel 
of Luke, and all the other Gospels, would have 
been discarded as myth and never preserved 
like the hundreds of other ancient books! 
▪ Why would countless copyists work to 

preserve the New Testament if, when these 
books were originally written, it could have 
been shown that it was all FAKE? 

• These books were written within 20 to 
65 years of Jesus’ death. If He never 
resurrected, they had to show His 
body, which would have been the end 
of Christianity! 



o The JEWS DID NOT WANT a new 
religious sect called Christianity! 

o The ROMANS did not want 
another religion—especially one 
that did not recognize Caesar as a 
god. 

 
Argument from Southern Skeptic Argument: A prophecy 
isn’t a prophecy if you MADE the prediction come true 
(i.e., Jesus MADE His prediction come true by His actions) 

o Who would want to be crucified and killed? No 
One!  
▪ Do you really think Jesus was thinking: “If I 

can get myself crucified, and my followers 
to cover for me and say that I rose from the 
dead, billions of people will follow me”? 

• If He was thinking that, He was a 
miserable failure because His disciples 
were hiding out of fear! 

▪ Do you really think Jesus was thinking “I can 
get one of my followers to betray me”  

 
If Jesus MADE this prophecy come true—that He’d be 
betrayed and crucified-- then we still have the MIRACLE 
of the resurrection! – unless you want to throw that part 
out!  



 
The article ended with the SKEPTIC saying that a real 
prophecy—not like the ones in the Bible—would be 
something like this: “In the third millennium, on the day 
after the celebration of our Lord’s birth, a great wave will 
rise from the ocean of India and swallow 230,000 lives.”  
 
According to Southern Skeptic, a REAL prophecy fits all 
four criteria listed above:  

1. It’s not something people can cause 
2. It’s not something someone could make up as we 

would all know whether it actually happened 
3. It’s specific enough that it can’t be reinterpreted to 

fit other disasters 
4. It’s about a type of event that is relatively rare. 

 
Let’s apply that template to Jesus’ prophecy: 

• It’s not something people can cause 
o If Jesus was JUST a MAN, do you believe Jesus 

could have caused Himself to be “raised from 
the dead on the third day?  

• It’s not something someone could make up as we 
would all know whether it actually happened 
o We have EYEWITNESSES ranging from women, 

religious leaders, Jesus’ disciples, Jesus’ 
skeptical brothers, locals (two on the road to 



Emmaus), a persecutor (Apostle Paul), to over 
500 alive when claims were made of His 
crucifixion. 

o We have Mass Conversions in Jerusalem—the 
very city outside of which Jesus was crucified! 
▪ All the people had to do was visit the tomb! 

o We have an Empty Tomb 
o We have zero evidence presented by Jesus’ 

enemies contracting the claim He rose from the 
dead 

o We have changed disciples from cowards to 
bold proclaimers 

o Evidence from Independent sources:  
▪ The Gospels. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John 
▪ Peter, John, Paul, Stephen, the early creeds 

of the church 
▪ Pliny the Younger, Josephus, Tacitus, etc. 

o We have EMBARRASSING DETAILS 
▪ Failure of the disciples to believe the 

women’s report 
o We have the emergence of Christianity 
o We have a world changed by a carpenter who 

lived 2,000 years ago: Jesus has been called 
“The Most Influential Man that Has Ever Lived” 



and He is always at the top or near the top of 
every list. 

• It’s specific enough that it can’t be reinterpreted to 
fit other disasters 
o You can’t reinterpret the resurrection of Jesus to 

fit any other scenario! 

• It’s about a type of event that is relatively rare. 
o Resurrections are not just “Relatively rare” they 

are EXCEPTIONALLY RARE! 
 
It seems to me that, even by the standards of a skeptic, 
Jesus’ prophecy regarding His death and resurrection is a 
REAL PROPHECY! 
 

Jesus is a PROPHET 
 
What is a prophet? 

• Outside of the religious world, you don’t hear the 
term “prophet”, but you hear psychic, 
fortunetellers, tarot card readers, astrologers, etc.  
o These are people who supposedly can tell you 

the future! 
▪ They get their information from the stars, 

and the “inner guides” they “Channel” 
Problem: When they prophesy, it is usually 1) vague and 
2) they are often wrong 



 
I’m always amused when I see a so-called psychic and 
they start off by asking the audience member “what’s 
your name?” 

• You’d think they wouldn’t have to ask that question! 
o Jesus never asked, “What’s your name?” 

▪ Jesus told people their names before they 
had a chance to say it! 

 
John 1:40-42 “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one 
of the two who heard John and followed him. 41 He first 
found his own brother Simon and told him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated “the Christ”), 42 
and he brought Simon to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, he 
said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called 
Cephas” (which is translated “Peter”). 
 
Modern-day prophets are wrong more than right! 

• For example, Jean Dixon reportedly predicted the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy.  
o In the May 13, 1956, issue of Parade Magazine, 

she wrote that the 1960 presidential election 
would be "dominated by labor and won by a 
Democrat" who would then go on to "be 
assassinated or die in office though not 
necessarily in his first term".[12]  



▪ In 1960, as the election neared, she 
changed her mind and incorrectly 
predicted that Richard Nixon would 
win.[13] She later admitted she "saw 
Richard Nixon as the winner" and made 
unequivocal predictions that he would win. 

• In 1967, Dixon was called by Webb and Etoile Hunter 
in Decatur, Alabama, who were searching for their 
34-year-old missing daughter, Mary Faye Hunter.  
o Dixon told the family that Mary Faye was okay; 

however, Mary Faye was found dead several 
months after her disappearance. 

• In her 1971 book, The Call to Glory, Dixon predicted 
that an apocalyptic "war of Armageddon" would 
occur in 2020. 

 
What is a prophet? 

• A BIBLICAL prophet, a TRUE prophet is a person who 
“communicates God’s message to the world” 
o In the Old Testament prophets “spoke the truth 

about the present and what would happen if 
people did not change their behavior and return 
to Yahweh’s ways.” 
▪ The Old Testament prophets did predict 

the future, but it was usually the short-
term future if Israel did not change its ways, 



but there was also long-term prophecies 
about the future.  

 
Jesus is a PROPHET 

 

• Jesus went through the villages “proclaiming the 
kingdom of God”  

• Jesus made short-term predictions: Be betrayed, be 
rejected, be killed, be raised the third day. 

• Jesus made long-term predictions: Jesus predicted 
His 2nd coming and the event surrounding it in Luke 
21 

 
Could a true biblical prophet be wrong? NO! 

• Duet 18:22 “When a prophet speaks in the Lord’s 
name, and the message does not come true or is not 
fulfilled, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. 
The prophet has spoken it presumptuously. Do not 
be afraid of him.” 

 
What is a FALSE Prophet? 

• A person who makes predictions that DO NOT come 
true! 

 
Jesus warned over and over to “watch out for false 
prophets” 



• Jesus said in Matthew 7:15 “Be on your guard 
against false prophets who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves.” 
o There will be false prophets cloaked in religion 

 
False prophets Deceive 

 
HOW will they deceive?  

• They will “come to you in sheep’s clothing” 
o Who is the “YOU”? Believers 

• False prophets will appear to be Christian teachers 
of the Scriptures! 
o They will “come to you in sheep’s clothing” 

 
How can we tell if a “Christian” preacher/teacher is False 
Prophet? 
 
Peter wrote in 2 Peter 2:1 “There were indeed false 
prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
and will bring swift destruction on themselves.” 

• False prophets are “among the people”  

• False teachers are “among you” (i.e., in the church!)  
 
False prophets are nothing new! 



• “There were indeed false prophets among the 
people” 
o Who is Peter talking about? The Jewish people, 

his people.  
 
One of my favorite Old Testament prophets is Micaiah 

• How many know about Micaiah (not Micah, or 
Malachi, but Micaiah)? 

 
1 Kings 22:1-40 READ 
 
False prophets are nothing new! 

• They were among the Jewish people in the Old 
Testament; they have been among Christians since 
the beginning! 

 
How to False Prophets Deceive? 

False Prophets Deceive by Modifying Scripture 
 
Peter wrote in 2 Peter 2:1 “There were indeed false 
prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
and will bring swift destruction on themselves.” 

o “They will bring in destructive heresies” 
o They “deny the Master who bought them” 



 
What is heresy? 

• It is a teaching that is in conflict with the Scripture 
 
What are examples of “Destructive heresies”? 

• Being a good person gets you to heaven (Liberal) 

• Jesus was only a prophet, but not God (Islam) 

• There are many ways to God  

• God wants you to be wealthy and healthy in this life 
(Prosperity gospel) 

• You have to speak in tongues to be saved 

• The Bible isn’t the Word of God, but contains the 
Word of God and we get to decide what is God’s 
Word and what is Not God’s Word 

 
Pope Francis recently said “the world’s assorted religions 
are all ‘different ways of coming to God,’ representing a 
“richness” deserving of respect.” 

• The pope intimated that all religions are valid, but 
that is a “Destructive heresy”  

 
Speaking of the final days before His return, Jesus stated: 
Matthew 24:11 “Many false prophets will rise up and 
deceive many.” 

• Warning: People will be “Deceived” by the false 
prophets 

https://www.breitbart.com/faith/2021/10/05/pope-francis-religions-all-different-ways-coming-god/


 
How to False Prophets Deceive? 

False Prophets Deceive by Signs and Wonders 
 
How will people be deceived?  

• Jesus said in Matthew 24:24 that before He returns 
“For false messiahs and false prophets will arise and 
perform great signs and wonders to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect.” 
o Be aware that as we get closer to the end, you 

will see “great signs and wonders” at the hands 
of people who REJECT Christ as the ONLY way to 
God! 

• Jesus said in Luke 6:26 “Woe to you when all people 
speak well of you, for this is the way their ancestors 
used to treat the false prophets.” 
o False prophets are “spoken well of by the 

people” 
o False prophets will be the ones on the talk 

shows, the ones whom celebrities fawn over, 
and the ones who lead at religious gatherings. 

 
How do you know if a person is speaking the TRUTH or 
FALSEHOOD?  
 



John wrote in 1 John 4: 1 “Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.” 
 

How do you “Test the spirits”? 
Test Teachings by the Scriptures 

 
Compare what they say against the Scriptures 

• Do they leave out portions of Scripture that 
contradict what they are saying?  

• Do you dismiss Scripture passages that disagree with 
what they are saying? 

• Do they make predictions that do not come true?  

• Do they deny the deity of Christ in any way?  
 
One of the reasons I teach the Scriptures one verse at a 
time and I often preach through books of the Bible is to 
learn what the Bible has to say.  

• You’ve probably noticed that I don’t read a Bible 
verse and then start telling stories or give out 
platitudes; instead, we work through the verse to 
UNDERSTAND what God is saying to us.  

 
Challenge: Study God’s Word 



• Read a verse or passage and ask “Who, What, When, 
Where, WHY, and How” 

• Learn what the Bible says so you can spot false 
prophets.  
o If a person says something that doesn’t seem 

right, study the Bible to see if what he/she is 
saying is true or not! (including me!) 

• Listen to the Holy Spirit, if you feel that “Something 
is not right”, then it probably isn’t right!  

• Cross-check teaching against other Bible teachers 
who teach through God’s Word 

 
WE 

 
What do we do with this?  

• Once again Jesus proved WHO He was by making a 
prediction that came true 

• Jesus made predictions that have not yet been 
fulfilled but, based on His perfect track record, we 
can expect those predictions to happen—maybe 
within our lifetimes! 

 
False Prophets are in the church and the world 

• Study the Word of God 

• Know the Word of God 

• Test what you hear by the Word of God 



 
False Prophets are in the church and the world 

• Will deceive many-if not the majority of people 

• May do signs and wonders 

• Will always modify Scripture in some way 
 

• Biblical prophets did NOT always prophesy about the 
future 
o The English word prophet comes from the Greek 

word prophetes, which can mean “one who 
speaks forth” or “advocate.” Prophets are also 
called “seers,” because of their spiritual insight 
or their ability to “see” the future. 

 
Jean Dixon: did get one prophecy right: Before her 
death, she uttered the words "I knew this would 
happen." 
 
One day WE will ALL give an account! 

• Do you know Christ?  

• Are you living for Him? 

• Are you solid in your faith? 
 
Baby Dedication 
Tim Joining 
SONG 


