
How to be Great for God 
Luke 9:46-48 

 
ETS: Jesus taught His disciples what a truly great person 
does 
ESS: Truly great people in God’s sight are humble people 
who want all to come to Christ  
OSS: I want the people to be great in God’s sight 
PQ: Are you a great person in God’s sight?  
UW: Greatness 
 

ME 
 

How do you think most people define greatness? 

• Wealth?  

• Achievement? 

• Degrees? 

• Exceptional ability? 

• Fame? 
 
When you were growing up, or even now, do you aspire 
to be one of these things?  

• Is it your goal to be famous?  

• Is it your goal to achieve something big? 

• Is it your goal to obtain degrees? 

• Is it your goal to be the greatest sports athlete? 



• Is it your goal to be an internet star?  
 

If you are thinking, “I’m past the point of trying to be 
GREAT,” let me ask you to think back to when you 
thought you could be GREAT.  
 
What did you think it would take to BE GREAT? 

• Long hours of practicing your sport? 

• Long hours of practicing music? 

• Acing every test in school? 
 
Maybe being a star athlete or musician was not what you 
wanted.  

• Maybe you just wanted to have GREAT HAIR! 

• Maybe you just wanted to have a GREAT BODY! 

• Maybe you just wanted to have GREAT FAMILY! 
 
If you think about it, most of think that achieving 
GREATNESS involves some sort of SACRIFICE. 
 
PROBLEM: Many people want to be GREAT but are NOT 
willing to SACRIFICE! 
 
I was watching a documentary on comedians recently.  

• Asked Gary Shandling “What is the shortcut? Surely, 
there has to be a shortcut” 



o Shandling and other nationally known 
comedians talked about the years of traveling 
from one location to another, being heckled by 
the audience, having unsuccessful shows, being 
told they needed another career, etc.  

o All of them sacrificed time away from family, 
sleep, and even dignity to become “GREAT” 
comics 
▪ Shandling told the young man “There is NO 

SHORTCUT” 
 
TRUE GREATNESS involves SACRIFICE 
 
But, we live in an era where some people are famous for 
being famous! 

• Did you know some celebrities are paid to go to 
parties?  

 
WE 

 
What causes US to think that GREATNESS does not 
REQUIRE SACRIFICE? 

• Message: “You deserve it” 

• Message: “You have a RIGHT to be heard” 

• Message: “There is no difference between people” 
 



All those sayings sound good and people love to hear and 
say them, but is it true?  

• Do I deserve to be GREAT just because I exist? 

• Do I have a RIGHT to be heard, without earning the 
right?  

• Is it true that there are really no differences between 
people? 

 
GOD 

 
Turn to Luke 9 
 
Jesus is at the pinnacle of popularity in Galilee  

• Healing people from lepers to the demon-possessed 

• Healing every kind of sickness 

• Even Gentiles like a Roman centurion are coming to 
Jesus for help 

• Even synagogue rulers like Jairus ignore the other 
religious leaders and ask Jesus for help. 

People are coming from all over Galilee, Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon. 

• Crowds of thousands were coming out to hear Jesus 
speak and to be healed 

 
Jesus has amazed a group of followers 

• Twelve Apostles 



• Other disciples including a group of ladies who were 
supporting Him 

 
Jesus has many disciples (followers), but He had 
personally selected 12 men to be His Apostles.  

• IF you were part of that group of 12, wouldn’t you 
think you were a little special?  

 
Have you had the experience of getting Backstage 
passes? 

• You could talk to the artists while most people in the 
audience could not have access! 

Years ago, I remember when the famous piano duo 
Ferrante & Teicher came to Chattanooga where I lived 
growing up.  

• They were official artists for the Baldwin piano 
company 

• I worked a few times at the local Baldwin dealer and 
I had connections with the main people so when 
Ferrante & Teicher came to town I got to go 
backstage and meet them.  

 
Later, I had connections at the Paramount Music Palace 
and occasionally went out to eat the artists or one July 
4th went to Bill Vlasak’s house to celebrate the holiday.  
 



When you are able to be on the “inside” track of 
someone famous because of connections, you start to 
think you are special! 
 
The 12 disciples/Apostles were starting to “Feel their 
oats”! 

• They have the “inside track” to Jesus! 
o They hung out with Jesus! 
o They had access to Jesus unlike the masses 

 
What did they do to EARN that access?  

• Nothing, Jesus CHOOSE them! 
o But, over time, they forgot that they had 

nothing to do with being on the “inside track”, 
but instead, began to think they had earned 
their position.  

 
Now, Jesus has carved a ¼ out of the group of 12 is 
being. 

• Jesus had begun taking Peter, James, and John on 
special trips and leaving the other 9 behind! 
o The 1st incident Luke records is in Luke 8 when 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him into 
Jairus’ house to heal his daughter.  

o The 2nd incident is in Luke 9 when Jesus takes 
Peter, James, and John with Him upon the 



mountain where they see Christ’s Godhood 
revealed! (Transfiguration) 

• Since the Luke 8 incident involving Jairus’ daughter, 
Peter is becoming the spokesman for the disciples 
o It is Peter who tells Jesus that EVERYONE is 

bumping into Him and that asking “Who 
touched me?” is a crazy question. 

o In Luke 9, it is Peter who answers Jesus’ 
question, “Who do you say I am?” 

o In Luke 9 Peter speaks up at the transfiguration 
of Jesus and tells Jesus that they need to build 
tabernacles.  

 
We will hear from Peter again later in Luke, but when 
you look at Luke, chapters 8 & 9 are a concentration of 
Peter making statements to Jesus! 

• Peter seems to be taking the lead 

• Peter James, and John have been on two special 
trips with Jesus 

 
It seems that now, JEALOUS and DIVISION is starting to 
bubble up amongst the disciples! 

• It is almost like Jesus is creating this on purpose, by 
taking Peter, James, and John with Him on these two 
occasions that happen within a short period of time.  



o (Jesus will not take Peter, James, and John off 
with Him again until the last night of His ministry 
before the cross over a year or so later!)  

• Could it be that Jesus is doing this to TEST the 
disciples? 

• Could it be that Jesus is doing this to create an 
opportunity to TEACH His disciples?  

 
Watch what happens …. Luke 9:46 “An argument started 
among them about who was the greatest of them. 

• Both Matthew and Mark tell us this happened “In 
Capernaum” so I guess they started having this 
discussion while they were walking back from the 
Caesarea Philippi area.  

 
I’m imagining Thaddeus asking Peter, “So why do you 
think Jesus keeps asking you, James and John to go with 
Him?” 

• Peter: “I don’t know, maybe He sees something in 
us” 

 
I’m imagining Simeon the Zealot talking to Matthew and 
saying, “Do you Jesus is preparing those three for a 
higher place in His kingdom?” 

• I can hear Simeon the Zealot saying, “I don’t know, 
but I am going to FIGHT my way to the top!” 



 
Luke looks back and gave a synopsis of the event, but 
Matthew and Mark give us a “real time” account of the 
event  

• Mark 9:33 “They came to Capernaum. When he was 
in the house, he asked them, “What were you 
arguing about on the way?”  

Mark 9 tells us that this question was asked while they 
were “in the house” in Capernaum.   

• This is an assumption, but Luke 4 tells us that Peter’s 
house was in Capernaum, so I’m going to guess the 
phrase “in the house” referred to Peter’s house that 
had become a home base for Jesus and His disciples.  
o If this is true, it would have been another 

“Feather in the cap” for Peter and added more 
fuel to the fire about Jesus’ apparent favoritism.  

 
In Mark 9, Mark tells us that when they got into the 
house, Jesus asked: “What were you arguing about on 
the way?” 

• Mark 9:34 “But they were silent because on the way 
they had been arguing with one another about who 
was the greatest. 
o Clearly, their silence shows they knew that they 

were arguing about the WRONG thing! 



▪ They knew that they were not supposed to 
be focused on WHO was going to be #1, but 
they couldn’t help themselves! 

 
Matthew’s recollection of the account is that they broke 
the silence and answered Jesus’ question but they did so 
in a way that sounded like they were having a discussion 
that was wholesome and focused in the right direction: 
Matthew 18:1 “At that time the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “So who is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 
 
Notice this is a PERSONAL Question! 

• They don’t ask “WHAT is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?”  
o But “WHO is the greatest in the Kingdom of 

heaven?” 
 
Maybe they asked “WHO is the greatest in the Kingdom 
of heaven?” instead of “HOW does a person become 
great in the kingdom of God?” because people were 
gathering around Jesus and even the disciples didn’t 
want to appear to be SELF SERVING. 

• The disciples had to appear to be somewhat 
PIOUS—after all, they are the APOSTLES hand-
selected by Jesus!  



o They didn’t want to appear to be “SELF-
SERVING” or AMBITIOUS with their question so 
they frame the question in the way that sounds 
humble: “WHO is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
heaven” 

 
Clearly, there are other people in the house—including 
children.  

• Jesus has set the moment up perfectly! 
o He has revealed the fleshly desires of the 

disciples to be GREAT  
o He has an audience there who also needs to 

hear the answer- because most of us want to be 
GREAT somehow 

o He has a child in the room who will be the 
perfect example. 

 
Luke 9:47 “But Jesus, knowing their inner thoughts, took 
a little child and had him stand next to him.” 

• I wonder why Luke includes “knowing their inner 
thoughts”? 
o Jesus knew that the disciples were trying to 

appear PIOUS, but they really wanted to know 
“How do I become great in your kingdom?” 



▪ “What is it about Peter, James and John 
that you keep taking them along on the last 
two special trips?” 

• “What are they doing that the rest of 
us aren’t doing?” 

 
Mark 9:35-37 “Sitting down, he called the Twelve and 
said to them,  

• Teaching from a SITTING position was considered a 
position of authority! 
o Just like many church buildings like ours has an 

elevated stage and a pulpit to symbolize 
teaching from authority. 
▪ The reason the pulpit is center stage in 

many churches is to symbolize that hearing 
from the Word of God is the main teaching 
focus! 

 
So Jesus calls His group of 12 to gather around Him and 
He states: “If anyone wants to be first, he must be last 
and servant of all.”  

• Jesus then uses a child as an illustration: “He took a 
child, had him stand among them, and taking him in 
his arms, he said to them,  



o In the first century a child was an insignificant, 
weak member of society and so exemplified one 
who is “least.”1 

o Children had not rights, no power, and no 
status. 

Jesus takes this powerless, rightless, child and not only 
calls him to stand next to Jesus but Jesus “takes the child 
in His arms” 

• Jesus is showing His love for the child 

• Jesus is showing His respect for the child 
 
Mark 9:37 “Whoever welcomes one little child such as 
this in my name welcomes me. And whoever welcomes 
me does not welcome me, but him who sent me.” 
 
WHY should someone “Welcome a little child?” 

• WHAT is so special about a child? 
o In the 1st century, NOTHING was special about a 

child outside his/her value to the parents! 

• But Jesus states that if you want to be GREAT you 
have to “welcome little children in His name” 

 
WHY should you welcome a Little Child in Jesus’ name?  

 
1 Robert H. Stein, Luke, vol. 24, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1992), 293. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac24?ref=Bible.Lk9.48&off=40&ctx=s+this+little+child.~+In+the+first+centur


• Is Jesus talking about welcoming little children 
because they are a Christian or… 
o Is Jesus saying “Because YOU are a Christian you 

should welcome little children”? 
 
Jesus is saying we should be willing to welcome children 
because we are a Christian, NOT because of anything the 
child has done! 
 
In other words, GREATNESS is not about WHAT you do, 
but WHO you are! 
 

GREATNESS IS LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH in HUMILITY 
 
Luke 9:48 “He told them, “Whoever welcomes this little 
child in my name welcomes me. And whoever welcomes 
me welcomes him who sent me. For whoever is least 
among you—this one is great.” 

• Luke is summarizing the gist of what Jesus said, but 
Mark gives more detail…. 

 
WHAT does it mean to “Welcome a child”? 

• The rabbi’s had a saying “A man’s representative is 
like the man himself.”2 

 
2 Robert H. Stein, Luke, vol. 24, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1992), 293. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac24?ref=Bible.Lk9.48&off=664&ctx=ying+in+Berakot+5%3a5%2c~+%E2%80%9CA+man%E2%80%99s+representa


o The child is a representative of his/her parents 
and because you are a Christian you should 
welcome the child as you would his/her 
parents! 

o By welcoming the child you are showing respect 
for his/her parents  

• Jesus takes the illustration up a notch and says, “if 
you welcome ME (Jesus) then you welcome the 
Father whom I represent.” 
o In other words, “if you cannot welcome me, you 

do welcome the Father.” 
 
Many people claim to love God or believe in God, but 
they don’t want Jesus 

• According to Jesus, If you do not “welcome Him” you 
are not welcoming God!  
o Why? Because God “SENT” Jesus!  

▪ To Reject Jesus, is to reject the ONE God 
Sent! 

 
To “welcome Jesus” requires the SAME thing it requires 
to truly welcome a child: HUMILITY!  

• In Matthew’s expanded account in Matthew 18:3-4 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “unless you turn and 
become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles 



himself like this child—this one is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

 
GREATNESS IS LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH in HUMILITY 

 
There is NO ROOM For ANY SUPREMACY in our FAITH 
other than the SUPREMACY OF JESUS! 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of skin 
color 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of 
education 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of 
financial status 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of age 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of skin 
color 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of 
abilities 

• NO ONE is SUPREME over another because of 
worldly status 

 
The TRULY GREAT person is a CHRISTIAN who lives out 
his/her faith humility! 

• Humility to God by daily CONFESSING his/her sins to 
God! 
o Agreeing with God about the horror of sin 



▪ Not making excuses for sin! 

• Humility to God by daily REPENTANCE his/her sins to 
God! 
o TURNING from Sin  
o TURNING from SELF 
o TURNING to Christ  

• Humility to God by daily SUBMISSION to Christ! 
o Submitting your will to His will 
o Submitting your time by reading and listening 

to His Word 
o Submitting your time by prayer 

• Humility to God by daily SUBMISSION to Others! 
o Husbands submitting to Christ 
o Wives submitting to husbands 
o Children submitting to parents 

 
IF you say, “I’m not submitting to no one” then you are 
NOT GREAT, but a FOOL! 
 
IF you refuse to SUBMIT to Christ now, one day you will 
when “every knee will bow and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord”! 
 

YOU 
 



So many times we sacrifice family and our relationship 
with God and others in our quest to be great, but in the 
end we lose it all!  
 

GREATNESS IS LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH in HUMILITY 
 
TRUE GREATNESS is not accomplished by HARD WORK — 
it is by BEING submitted to Christ!  
TRUE GREATNESS is not accomplished by DEGRESS — it is 
by BEING submitted to Christ! 
TRUE GREATNESS is not accomplished by FAME — it is by 
BEING submitted to Christ! 
 
The only one you and I will give an account to is CHRIST!  

• I want to hear “Well done, good and faithful 
servant” by Jesus!  

 
PQ: Are you living a GREAT Person?  


