
What About Jesus’ Name? 
Luke 9:49-50 

 
ETS: There is power in the name of Jesus. 
ESS: The disciples wanted to keep the ministry to 
themselves and not share with others.  
OSS: I want people to understand why Jesus’ name is 
powerful and why it should be proclaimed 
PQ: Do you believe in and proclaim the name of Jesus?  
UW: Name 
 

ME 
 

If you had children, why did you give them the names 
you gave them?  

• Honor a parent/grandparent? 

• If the child was a boy, maybe you named your child 
after you and gave him the designation Jr or III?  
o My father-in-law was Richard Tilford Schofield III 

• Maybe the name you gave your child was given to 
reflect your heritage 

 
Our names often correspond to our gender 

• In English, masculine names often, not always, end 
in a consonant 
o Jim, Robert, Larry, Frank, Roger, Tom, Brian, etc.  



• In English, feminine names often, not always, end in 
a vowel 
o Laura, Nina, Linda, Patricia, Debra, Delorise, 

LaShandra, LaToya,  
▪ REMEMBER, this is not 100% the case, but 

more often than not, it seems to be the 
situation. 

 
Names have meanings. 

• My real name is “James”  
o The name James is Hebrew in origin and is the 

Latin form of the Hebrew name “Jacob” which 
means “supplanter” or substitute 

• My wife’s name, Laura is of Latin origin meaning 
"the bay, or laurel plant" 

 
WE 

 
Names in the Bible had meaning: 

• Adam, the 1st name, meant “ground” b/c Adam was 
created from the dirt. 
o The name “Adam” became the Hebrew word for 

“man” to remind us that we are from the dust of 
the earth—we are NOT God! 

• Eve means “to give life” or “to Breathe” 



• Abraham's name (an extension of his old name 
'Abram') means 'father of many'. 

• Isaac's child 'Esau' is so named simply because his 
name means 'hairy' 

• David means 'beloved' in Hebrew 
 

Do you know who Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are?  
Do you know who Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
are? 
 
Do you know they are the same people?  

• Hananiah is Shadrach, Mishael is Meshach, and 
Azariah is Abednego  

 

Do you know who Belteshazzar is?  

• Yes, he is the king of Babylon who saw the finger 
write on the wall 

• Also, the name given to Daniel!  
 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Belteshazzar were 
BABYLYONIAN names given to the Jewish boys captured 
by Nebuchadnezzar.  

 
One day when I was doing APJ, I had two people stop 
within an hour of each other and asked me why do we 
call Jesus, “Jesus” and not Y’shua? 



• One person argued that just as Hananiah, Mishael, 
Azariah, and Daniel’s names had been changed by 
Nebuchadnezzar to remove them from their Jewish 
roots, by calling Y’shua “Jesus” we are removing 
Jesus from His Jewishness. 
o Did he have a point?  

 
Why do we call Him “Jesus” and not Yeshua? 

• Y’shua is the name for “Jesus” in the Hebrew Old 
Testament 
o When the Old Testament was translated into 

Greek, which is called the Septuagint, the name 
was translated as Ἰησοῦς 

• When it was translated into English the name 

Ἰησοῦς looked like Iēsous 
 
NOTE: If you were to read the original KJV from 
1611, it had the old English spelling for Jesus: 
▪ Ex. John 14:6 “Iesus saith vnto him, I am the Way, 

the Trueth, and the Life: no man commeth vnto the 
Father but by mee.” (KJV, 1611) 

 
The English language, like any language, evolves over 
time! 



• Languages evolve and in the 17th century, the letter 
“I” was replaced with the French “J” in certain cases 
like the name Iēsous. 
o So, the “I” became a “J” and the “o” was 

dropped to form the English name “Jesus” 
 
KJV was updated in 1769 to reflect the language 
changes: John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” (KJV, 1769) 
 
The English word “Jesus” is simply a transliteration of 
the Greek word Iēsous which is a translation of the 

Hebrew word Y’shua. 

 
Is there anything wrong with calling Y’shua, “Jesus”? No. 
▪ If you were to say Y’shua’s name in Azerbaijani it is 

İsa; in Croatian it is Isus; in Haitian Creole it is Jezi 
o The name Y’shua is pronounced and spelled 

differently in different languages.  
 
What does the name “Jesus” or “Y’shua” mean?  

• The name is Hebrew in origin 
o In Hebrew the name is Y’shua 

• The name Y’shua is from the Hebrew name 
Yəhôšua  



o What does Yəhôšua sound like? Joshua 
▪ Yəhôšua means “the Lord Saves” or “to 

rescue/deliver”  
 
So the name “Jesus” means “the Lord saves!” or “the 
Lord delivers” 

 
GOD 

 
Turn to Luke 9 
 
We’ve just had a short account of when the disciples 
were arguing: “Who is the greatest?” 
 
And then we have this account: Luke 9:49 “John 
responded, “Master, we saw someone driving out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him because 
he does not follow us.”  

• John was part of the inner 3 disciples 

• This is the 1st time John says anything in the Gospel 
of Luke 

 
WHERE or WHEN did they see this happening?  
▪ We don’t know, but maybe it happened while the 12 

were on their preaching mission and casting out 
demons. (Lk. 9:1-6) 



o Clearly, they were shocked that someone was 
casting out demons NOT in their group! 

 
WHY was this person casting out demons?  

• Was he trying to steal Jesus’ spotlight? 
 
Based on John’s description, that does not appear to be 
the case. 

• Look at HOW he was casting out demons: “Master, 
we saw someone driving out demons in your name… 

 
How was this unidentified man “casting out demons?”  

• He was invoking the NAME of Y’shua or Jesus  
 
How was using the name “Y’shua” effective in driving out 
demons?  
 
The name “Y’shua” was a common name in Jesus’ day 

• There were other Jesus’ on the scene! 
o Col. 4:11 Paul refers to a co-worked named 

“Jesus, who is also called Justus” 
o Matt 27:16-17 (NIV) “At that time they had a 

well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus 
Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, 
Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me 



to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who 
is called the Messiah?” (NIV) 

 
Jesus or Y’shua was a common name in that day! 

• People don’t name their child Jesus in America, but 
in the Hispanic community, the name “Jesus” is still 
used for children. 
o We used to have a missionary named “Jesus”! 

 
Is the name “Jesus” or “Y’shua” magical by itself? No! 
 
What made the name “Y’shua” so powerful that it 
invoked to drive out demons?  

• The MAN behind the NAME! 
 
I wondered WHY Luke includes this short snippet at this 
point in his Gospel.  

• Remember, the Gospels are not biographies about 
Jesus—they are not trying to give every detail of 
Jesus’ life!  

• The Gospels, like the rest of the Bible, are 
THEOLOGICAL writings 
o They are records of God’s revelation to 

humanity! 

• The Gospel writers each wrote with a specific 
audience in mind  



o Luke is writing to Gentile Christians (Luke 1:3-4) 

• Luke arranges his Gospel, which is a compilation of 
various accounts of Christ, in THEOLOGICAL units.  

 
So, WHY this story here?  
 
What is the purpose of this short interaction between 
Jesus and John?  
 
Go back to Luke 9:46-48 “An argument started among 
them about who was the greatest of them. 47 But Jesus, 
knowing their inner thoughts, took a little child and had 
him stand next to him. 48 He told them, “Whoever 
welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me. And 
whoever welcomes me welcomes him who sent me. For 
whoever is least among you—this one is great.” 
 
This is the SECOND time Jesus refers to something being 
done “in His name” 

• Up to this point in Luke, Jesus hadn’t talked about 
something being done “in His name” 

 
So, WHY this story here?  
 
Luke has been building the accounts of Jesus to show us 
that this man, Jesus, is NOT an ordinary man!  



• Multiple accounts of Jesus driving out demons 

• Multiple accounts of Jesus healing every kind of 
sickness/disease 

• Two accounts of Jesus raising people from the dead 
(Ch. 7 & 8) 

• Jesus’ power over nature 

• Jesus feeding 5,000 men with five loaves and two 
fishes (vs. 10-17) 

• Jesus’ authority over the Sabbath 

• Jesus’ authority over demons 

• Jesus’ authority over Satan 

• Jesus claiming to be the fulfillment of Scripture 

• Jesus revealing His Godhood on Mt. Hermon 

• Jesus accepting the belief that He is the Messiah 

• Jesus’ ability to confer authority on others (12 
disciples) 

• Jesus resisting Satan’s temptations 
 

Jesus has all power and authority 
 
Luke has been building the case by giving accounts that 
show Jesus’ power and authority over… 

• Disease 

• Nature 

• The spiritual world 



 
Luke is introducing us to the power and authority of the 
person known by the name Y’shua  
 
Luke is putting the capstone on the angel’s prediction 
back in Luke 1:31-33 “Now listen: You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and his kingdom will have no end.” 

• Luke is pointed to the fact that Jesus has 
demonstrated that Jesus is “Great” and that Jesus is 
“The Son of the Most High” 

 
We are told to “welcome a little child in the name of 
Jesus” 
We are told a man is “casting out demons in the name of 
Jesus” 
 
Go to Luke 10 

• Jesus appoints 72 to go out into pairs to the towns 
He is about to enter.  
o 36 groups going out to towns as a prep team.  



▪ Luke 10:9 “Heal the sick who are there, and 
tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near you.’” 

• Luke 10:17 “The seventy-two returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.” 
o There is that phrase again! 

 
Luke refers to Jesus’ name again in Luke 13: 

• In Luke 13:35 Jesus is lamenting over Jerusalem’s 
rejection of Him and he quotes from the Old 
Testament saying “See, your house is abandoned to 
you. I tell you, you will not see me until the time 
comes when you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord’!” 
o There seems to be an idea of authority.  

 
 

Jesus’ Power and Authority Is Rejected by Many 
 

Why is the name Jesus used as profanity?  

• Have you noticed how “Jesus” or “Jesus Christ” is 
always used as a cuss word?  
o (Unfortunately, “God” is used also as a common 

cuss word”) 



• No one uses Mohammed as a cuss word or even 
Satan as a cuss word! 

 
I ran across a blog article by a non-believer here is some 
of what he wrote:  
 
“I got to thinking about profanity the other day, the 
ways, whys, and when people choose to curse. In the 
course of my thoughts about profanity, I realized that 
Jesus Christ was pretty much the only religious figure 
whose name was regularly used as a curse. I wonder why 
that is? 
 
... People of other faiths and even people of no faith 
know that Jesus Christ is someone important and holy to 
… So it strikes me as odd that Jesus Christ's name 
somehow became a profane curse, a swear word used 
casually by numerous people (even some Christians). It 
just seems weird. It's not like other religious figures of 
importance get their names used by countless thousands 
of people every day as swear words... I don't know when 
his name was first used as a curse and I don't know why. 
It seems weird that his name became a profanity still in 
use today. I mean, he died over 2000 years ago. 
 



As curses go, "Jesus Christ" is a relatively gentle one. but 
that still doesn't explain why it became a profanity in the 
first place. Why pick the Christian's Jesus Christ as a 
name to profane?  Doesn't Adolf [Hitler] as a curse make 
more sense than Jesus? Hitler was a bad dude. Pretty 
much everyone agrees on that. Why isn't his name a 
curse? How could anyone choose Jesus Christ over Adolf 
Hitler for use as a profanity? I don't get it. 
 
Whether devout Christian or not, whether believer or 
atheist, doesn't it seem strange that "Jesus Christ" 
somehow morphed into a common curse, albeit a mild 
one? 
 
I think so. The more I think about it the more it doesn't 
make sense. 
 
Reality: It doesn’t make sense IF you can’t see that there 
is a SPIRITUAL WAR! 

• The reason the name “Jesus” or “Jesus Christ” is 
used as a cuss word is that we are in a spiritual war 
and Satan wants to do anything he can to cheapen 
and minimize Jesus in the eyes of humanity. 

• The reason followers of Jesus are persecuted for the 
“Name of Jesus” is because there is a Spiritual war 
going on to destroy the church!  



o That war will intensify as we near the end!  
CP U.S. | FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2012 | “Police Chaplains Told 
Not to Pray in Jesus' Name” 
 
On May 31, 2010 Speaker Hackney verbally banned 
Jesus' name as "illegal speech" by disinviting Pastor Ron 
Baity from praying before the legislature after pre-
screening the prayer content and objecting to his closing 
words, "in Jesus name." No written policy exists banning 
prayer content, but the Speaker is now writing one. 
  
"I got fired," said Ron Baity, pastor of Berean Baptist 
Church in Winston-Salem. He had been invited to lead 
prayer for an entire week but his tenure was cut short 
when he refused to remove the name Jesus from his 
invocation. 
 
In late 2008, when Tim Kaine was governor of Virginia, six 
state police chaplains resigned in protest against a strict 
"non-sectarian" prayer policy at all public gatherings that 
forbade any mention of the name Jesus. The initiative 
was enacted by Police Superintendent Col. W. Steven 
Flaherty, and applied to the 17 state police chaplains at 
the time. Six of them immediately resigned. 
 

http://www.christiannewswire.com/news/6482414379.html
https://youtu.be/ptvG4EdrKkQ


Jesus is lamenting how Jerusalem, His own people, 
rejected Him as their Messiah 

• Israel today is a secular country. 
o Messianic Jews, who believe Jesus is Messiah, 

make up about 0.3%! 

• The Jewish people REJECT Jesus overwhelmingly 
today, but when Jesus returns on the clouds and 
“every eye will see Him” (Rev. 1:7) 

 
I believe when Jesus returns He will return to Mt Sinai  

• He will begin marching to Jerusalem throught Edom 
 
Listen to Isaiah 11:11-16 “On that day the Lord will 
extend his hand a second time to recover the remnant of 
his people who survive—from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, 
Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the coasts and islands of 
the west. 12 He will lift up a banner for the nations and 
gather the dispersed of Israel; (by the way, Israel will be 
kicked out of their land again during the Tribulation) he 
will collect the scattered of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth. 13 Ephraim’s envy will cease; Judah’s 
harassing will end. Ephraim will no longer be envious of 
Judah, and Judah will not harass Ephraim. 14 But they 
will swoop down on the Philistine flank to the west. 
Together they will plunder the people of the east. They 
will extend their power over Edom and Moab, and the 



Ammonites will be their subjects. 15 The Lord will divide 
the Gulf of Suez. He will wave his hand over the 
Euphrates with his mighty wind and will split it into seven 
streams, letting people walk through on foot. 16 There 
will be a highway for the remnant of his people who will 
survive from Assyria, as there was for Israel when they 
came up from the land of Egypt. 
 
Listen to this description in Habakuk 3:1-16 “A prayer of 
the prophet Habakkuk. According to Shigionoth. 2 Lord, I 
have heard the report about you; Lord, I stand in awe of 
your deeds. Revive your work in these years; make it 
known in these years. In your wrath remember mercy!  
3 God comes from Teman, the Holy One from Mount 
Paran.Selah His splendor covers the heavens, and the 
earth is full of his praise. 4 His brilliance is like light; rays 
are flashing from his hand. This is where his power is 
hidden. 5 Plague goes before him, and pestilence follows 
in his steps. 6 He stands and shakes the earth; he looks 
and startles the nations. The age-old mountains break 
apart; the ancient hills sink down. His pathways are 
ancient. 7 I see the tents of Cushan in distress; the tent 
curtains of the land of Midian tremble. 8 Are you angry at 
the rivers, Lord? Is your wrath against the rivers? Or is 
your fury against the sea when you ride on your horses, 
your victorious chariot? 9 You took the sheath from your 



bow; the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.Selah 
You split the earth with rivers. 10 The mountains see you 
and shudder; a downpour of water sweeps by. The deep 
roars with its voice and lifts its waves high. 11 Sun and 
moon stand still in their lofty residence, at the flash of 
your flying arrows, at the brightness of your shining 
spear. 12 You march across the earth with indignation; 
you trample down the nations in wrath. 13 You come out 
to save your people, to save your anointed. You crush the 
leader of the house of the wicked and strip him from foot 
to neck.Selah 
14 You pierce his head with his own spears; his warriors 
storm out to scatter us, gloating as if ready to secretly 
devour the weak. 15 You tread the sea with your horses, 
stirring up the vast water. 
 
A glimpse of this happened on the last week of Jesus’ life 
in Luke 19:38 when Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a 
donkey people are shouting “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest heaven!” 

• But it is only a remnant of people and there are key 
details missing from the prophecies regarding Jesus’ 
final entrance into Jerusalem from the east as He 
descends from the Mount of Olives! 

 



Jesus’ Power and Authority Is Missused by Many 
 
In fact, Jesus prophecies in Luke 21 before His death, that 
He is going to have such an impact on humanity that 
false teachers will one day proclaim to be coming “in the 
name of the Lord”   

• Luke 21:8 “Then he said, “Watch out that you are 
not deceived. For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Don’t follow 
them.” 
o Here the name of Jesus is misused to create the 

illusion of authority from Jesus. 
Then in the end of Luke’s Gospel, association with Jesus’ 
name takes an ominous turn as we near the end: 

• Luke 21:12 “But before all these things, they will lay 
their hands on you and persecute you. They will 
hand you over to the synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors 
because of my name. 

• Luke 21:17 “You will be hated by everyone because 
of my name,” 

• Luke 24:46-48 “He also said to them, “This is what is 
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and repentance for 
forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed in his name to 



all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things.” 

 
What is it about the Name of Jesus?  
 
There is an old Gaither song “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus o there’s 
something about that name…” 

• What is it about the Name of Jesus?  
 

Jesus has all power and authority 
 
What is it about the Name of Jesus that…  

• Cause demons to submit 

• Cause followers of Christ to honor the downtrodden 

• Causes followers of Christ to PROCLAIM His name 
throughout the world 

• Causes followers of Christ to be brought to trial for 
following that NAME 

• Causes followers of Christ to be HATED for following 
that NAME 

 
Luke is giving us an account of Jesus and how demons 
responded to His name, and how people responded to 
His name.  

• Later, the Apostle Paul unpacks the BIG PICTURE 
about WHY Jesus’ name is Powerful! 



 
Philippians 2:5-11 “Adopt the same attitude as that of 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, existing in the form of God, did not 
consider equality with God as something to be exploited. 
7 Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a 
servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when he 
had come as a man, 8 he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death— even to death on a 
cross. 
 
It is NOT the word “Jesus” that is powerful…there are a 
lot of people today named “Jesus”  
 
It is the PERSON named Jesus who laid down His life, 
defeated sin and death, He is the One with all Power and 
Authority! 
 
That PERSON … 

• “existing in the form” … “emptied himself by 
assuming the form of a servant” 
o That PERSON is 100% God and 100% man! 

▪ As God, He divested Himself and took on 
the flesh of humanity 

▪ As a man, He faced and defeated 
temptation 



▪ As a man, He faced and defeated sin and 
death 

• “humbled himself by becoming obedient to …  to 
death on a cross.” 
o WHY?  

▪ To satisfy God’s justice 
▪ To satisfy God’s holiness 
▪ To display God’s love for humanity!  
▪ To display MERCY 
▪ To make GRACE available to all who would 

believe! 
 
Other than challenging His followers to receive those of 
no status, those considered throw-aways “in his name” 
and  

• other than the acknowledgment that demons 
submitted to His name,  
o Jesus said little about His name until He 

prophesied about His name 
 
Jesus said in the future, people would say …. 

• Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’!” 

• [Deceivers] will come in my name 

• His followers will be persecuted because of His name 
 



Why would Jesus’ name be such a lightning rod AFTER 
the cross?  
 
Phil 2:9-11 For this reason God highly exalted him and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth— 11 and every tongue 
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

• Satan hates the Name of Jesus because the PERSON 
named Jesus! 
o The PERSON we call Jesus is  

▪ The second member of the Trinity 
▪ Exalted about every name 
▪ Is Lord over all 

 
Because we are in a SPIRITUAL WAR, we don’t need to be 
fighting against each other!  
 
Luke 9:49 “John responded, “Master, we saw someone 
driving out demons in your name, and we tried to stop 
him because he does not follow us.”  

• Based on John’s description, this man recognizes the 
power of Jesus! 

• He is NOT in the group of disciples who are traveling 
around, but he is doing ministry on the fringes.  



 
The disciples are upset that this unnamed man was not 
part of the group; yet he is casting out demons.  
 
This all ties in with the verses before when the disciples 
argued about “Who is the greatest?” 

• Because they had front-row seats, they thought they 
deserved recognition 

• They had begun to think that since Jesus had been 
taking Peter, James, and John away on excursions, 
there was something special about them and the 
other disciples wanted to know what it was that 
made Jesus choose them.   

• The disciples did not want anyone to “Steal their 
thunder” 
o They had just returned from their first trip on 

their own in Luke 9:1-6 where they had been 
given authority to cast out demons and they 
didn’t want that spotlight to be shared with 
someone outside the group! 

 
Jesus’ answer is Luke 9:50 “Don’t stop him,” Jesus told 
him, “because whoever is not against you is for you.” 

• Mark 9:39-40 “Don’t stop him,” said Jesus, “because 
there is no one who will perform a miracle in my 



name who can soon afterward speak evil of me. 40 
For whoever is not against us is for us.” 

 
YOU 

 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE requires all hands-on deck.  
 
People complain that there are all these denominations: 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterians, Church of God, 
Assembly of God, Apostolic, etc.  

• The reasons denominations have arisen due to 
charismatic leaders who had a different view on an 
aspect of Scripture and got followers.  

• Yes, we have differences.  
 
Although there are different CHRISTIAN denominations, 
if they are preaching Jesus is the “Way, the truth, and the 
life” we are on the same team!  

• We may disagree on some things, but if they preach 
and teach Jesus as the ONLY WAY, then we are 
brothers and sisters in Christ! 

 
Our battle is NOT against those BELIEVERS who have a 
different approach to speaking in tongues, or whether or 
not women wear makeup, our battle is against FALSE 



PROPHETS and TEACHERS who DO NOT preach Jesus is 
the “Way, the truth and the life.” 
 
Our battle is NOT against each other, but against spiritual 
wickedness in high places! 
 
The ONLY WAY you can stand in your battle against sin is 
to CALL ON and TRUST IN the Name of Jesus! 
 
Over an over in Scripture, we are told to “Endure to the 
end”  

• That is ONLY POSSIBLE if you HOLD ON To, Call ON, 
TRUST IN the “name of Jesus!” 

 
What does that look like?  

• Submission to Christ!  
o Just like the verses we saw last week: 

GREATNESS IS LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH in 
HUMILITY 

• TRUSTING Christ to Keep His Word  
o His Word to save your soul 
o His Word to be “With you to the end” 
o His Word to “supply all your needs in Christ 

Jesus” 

• Claiming your Identity in Christ! 



o You are HOLY, Blameless, CITIZEN of Heaven, 
Member of God’s household,  

o You are Child of the King,  
o You are NOT a slave to sin! 

 
PQ: Do you claim the Name of Jesus?  
 
If so, DON’T live in Fear; Live in Anticipation 


