
What Christians are to Expect and Do  
Luke 10:1-25 

 
ETS: Jesus sent out 70 to picture evangelizing the nations 
and what to expect 
ESS: Christ-followers are sent out and here is what we 
can expect 
OSS: I want people to know what to expect when they 
obey Christ 
PQ: Are you sharing Christ?  
UW: Expectations 
 

ME 
 
Have you had high expectations for something, but were 
let down? 

• Maybe you graduated from college with a high 
expectation of earning a six-figure income, but that 
never happened.  

• Maybe you thought you met the person of your 
dreams but the relationship ended in a divorce 

• Maybe you expected to retire comfortably because 
you diligently saved through the years, but now you 
find yourself pinching pennies. 

 
WE 



 
We have high expectations for things we think are… 

• Important 

• Feel invested in  

• Worth our time and attention 
 
So, IF those THINGS FAIL to meet our expectations, we 
feel let down 
So, IF PEOPLE FAIL to meet our expectations, we feel 
disappointed 
 
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing in this life?  

• Answer: Where you will spend eternity! 
o This life is TRANSITORY 
o This life is TEMPORARY 

• ETERNITY is PERMANENT 
 
Do you remember what Jesus said?  

• “What profit is there is you gain the whole world, yet 
lose your soul? 
o Answer: There is no real profit! 

 
IF you are a BELIEVER, it is because at some point,  

• God CONVICTED you of your REBELLION against Him 
and  



• You REALIZED that you would spend ETERNITY 
APART from God as a RESULT 

• You HUMBLED YOURSELF and ADMITTED to God an 
yourself your REBELLION 

• You ACKNOWLEDGED that Jesus is the SAVIOR 

• You ASKED CHRIST to be YOUR SAVIOR 
o You stopped relying on yourself 
o You stopped making excuses 
o You CRIED OUT to God for salvation! 

 
Is that YOUR STORY?  
 
AFTER you became a believer, you should have the 
DESIRE for ALL to experience the LOVE of Christ! 

• As a BELIEVER, there should be a sense of JOY, 
PEACE, and the LOVE of Christ in your heart. 

• As a BELIEVER, you should have a different 
PERSPECTIVE on this life 

 
As a believer, it should be your DESIRE that ALL people 
become Believers in Christ! 

• Wouldn’t this world be different if ALL people were 
believers in Christ?  

 



So, since ETERNITY is the MOST IMPORTANT thing, then 
WE should EXPECT people to want to PREPARE for 
ETERNITY! 
 
Have you had the experience of sharing the Gospel for 
someone you’ve been praying for and they did not 
respond? 

• “Why won’t they believe?”  

• “Why won’t they ADMIT their rebellion against 
God?”  

• “Why won’t they place their FAITH in CHRIST?”  
 
HOW do you RESPOND when someone REJECTS the 
Gospel?  

• Do you start “Beating yourself up”? 

• Do you get ANGRY? 

• Do you walk away DEPRESSED? 
 
How do we keep ourselves from getting depressed when 
sharing the Gospel because a family member or friend 
will not respond?  
 

GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 10 
 



In Luke 9:18 Jesus went into the heart of the “place of 
the serpent” the area of Caesarea Phillippi where the 
fallen angels were believed to have descended to the 
earth where they married human women and created 
the Nephilim.  

• It was there Jesus asked “Who do YOU say that I am” 
o Peter: “You are the Messiah” 

• It was there Jesus announced He was going to 
Jerusalem to be killed and raised from the dead. 

 
Jesus is theologically in Satan’s back yard! 

• Caesarea Phillippi & Mt. Hermon is filled with 
ancient shrines 

• Believed to the opening to the underworld 

• Baal worship in the Old Testament emanated from 
this area. 

 
Satan is not omniscient—in other words, Satan does not 
know everything.  

• I believe this is the 1st time Satan heard the 
complete plan of God- when Jesus announced His 
Mission to His disciples 

 
A few days later, Jesus is Transfigured on Mt. Hermon 

• It is there, on Mt. Hermon, that Jesus reveals His 
godhood to Satan and His disciples 



o Again, Satan knew Jesus was “from God” but I 
don’t think He understood that Jesus was fully 
God and fully man at the same time! 

 
Jesus or His disciples had not encountered much 
opposition to the point, but something had shifted. 

• From this point forward, Jesus begins to encounter 
opposition in increasing measure. 
o It starts in Luke 9:51-56 messengers were sent 

out to “Make preparations for His arrival” as He 
traveled south to Jerusalem and they are 
REJECTED 

• From this point forward, Jesus begins to encounter 
rejection in increasing measure. 
o In Luke 9:57-62 we see 3 examples of why 

people will not FOLLOW Jesus:  
▪ Comfort, Possessions, and Relations 

 
Turn to Luke 10 
 
Luke 10:1 “After this… 

• After we learn about what kept people from 
following Jesus 

• After the REJECTION from the Samaritan village of 
the “messengers” 



…the Lord appointed seventy-two others, and he sent 
them ahead of him in pairs to every town and place 
where he himself was about to go.  
 
You may think what I am about to do is NOT 
CONSEQUENTIAL, but listen anyway 
 
Did Jesus choose 72 or 70? 

• We use the Christian Standard Bible at WBC 
o The CSB is an update of the HCSB 

▪ The HCSB says Jesus sent out 70 NOT 72! 
 
Many NT manuscripts say 70 while others say 72! 

• Does that affect anything we believe? NO! 
o WHO Cares? 

 
I would lean that the original number was 70 
because…Remember:  

• #1 Jesus never did anything by Accident! 

• #2: The Bible is a Jewish book  

• #3: The New Testament is ROOTED in the Old 
Testament.  

 
On Wednesday nights we’ve been looking at the Book of 
Revelation starting with the Book of Genesis. 



• We have been learning that NUMBERS are 
important to God and carry meaning and that they 
are tied in with the end times.  
o For example, 7 is the number of completeness 

and Revelation is FULL Of 7s!  
▪ Why aren’t there 9 bowl judgments or 6 

Trumpets?  

• Why are all God’s judgments in 7s?  
o Because they represent a 

competition of God’s judgment.  
 
The number 12 is associated with governmental 
perfection in the Bible. 

• 12 Tribes of Israel 

• The Bible records 12 people being anointed for 
government 

• Jesus’ first words were recorded when He was 12 
years old 

• In Revelation 4,5,11 & 19 you have 24 thrones with 
24 elders (12x2) around the throne in heaven – part 
of God’s heavenly council 

• 12,000 from each tribe sealed in the Book of 
Revelation 

• 12 apostles 
 
Why did Jesus choose 12 apostles? 



• Just as there were 12 tribes of Israel, Jesus chose 12 
apostles and these are the FOUNDATION of God’s 
people  

 
Revelation 21:10-14 “He then carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy 
city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
11 arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was like a 
precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The 
city had a massive high wall, with twelve gates. Twelve 
angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes 
of Israel’s sons were inscribed on the gates. 13 There 
were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 
three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 14 
The city wall had twelve foundations, and the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the 
foundations.” 
 
The Twelve apostles are associated in number with the 
twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
WHY did Jesus choose 70? Luke 10:1 
 
If you go back to Genesis 10, to what is called the Table 
of Nations, you will find 70 nations 



• Genesis 10:32 “These are the clans of Noah’s sons, 
according to their lines of descent, within their 
nations. From these the nations spread out over the 
earth after the flood.” 
o In Genesis 11, we see God’s call of Abram—the 

beginning of the Jews 
▪ So the 70 nations are the Gentile Nations 

in Gen 10 
▪ The call of Abraham is the seed for what 

would later be the Jews. 
 
“The 70 others” Jesus sent out seems to be linked to the 
70 nations listed in Genesis 10.  

• In other words, Jesus is making a symbolic 
statement by choosing “70 others” that The Gospel 
is to go into all the world! 

 
In Luke 9:1-6, Jesus chose the 12 apostles to go on the 
first mission 

• What ETHNICITY was “the Twelve? They were ALL 
Jews! 

 
What is the ethnicity of the 70? We don’t know 

• Luke just states there were “seventy others”! 
o Most likely it was a mixture of JEWS and 

GENTILES or ONLY GENTILES 



 
Think about this…. 
 
Luke is the ONLY Gospel to record this event 

• WHY is Luke is the ONLY Gospel to record this event 
o Perhaps because Luke’s target audience is 

GENTILE CHRISTIANS (Luke 1:1-4) 
o Luke is showing that Jesus’ mission is NOT just 

for the 12 or just for the JEWS but ALL are to 
carry out the mission. 

 
If you go to Genesis 10, you get what is called the “Table 
of Nations” 

• It is a list of 70 nations founded by GENTILES before 
God choose Abraham 
o I think Jesus choose 70 to symbolize that the 

Gospel is to go out to ALL the nations. 
 
Notice what Jesus tells the 70…Luke 10:2  He told them, 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 
Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into his harvest.” 

• If you have heard the story of the Woman at the 
Well in John 4, you’ve heard this phrase before! 
o Jesus tells the 12 disciples as they see the 

Samaritans coming out the town to see Jesus 



after the woman proclaims she has met the 
Messiah, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at 
the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” 

o Matthew 10:37 has Jesus saying this again to His 
disciples! 
▪ Jesus wanted His disciples to know (and us) 

that there are many people who need to 
hear the truth of the Gospel. 

 
Share the Gospel to ALL People 

 
What is the Gospel? 

• We are rebellious against God 

• We will be judged for our sins 

• God sent Jesus to take our punishment up Him 

• We need to repent of our sins, ask Christ to save us, 
and put our faith in Him alone! 

 
The point of sending the “70 others” was to demonstrate 
to His disciples that the WHOLE WORLD needs the 
Gospel! 

• It was also to demonstrate to the DISCIPLES that 
OTHERS were needed to carry out the mission of 
sharing the Gospel.  
o Sharing the Gospel is NOT for the 

“PROFESSIONALS” but for all believers! 



 
Jesus gives the 70 a DOSE of REALITY! 

• Remember this is a pagan world they are being sent 
to – in many ways, our world in the west today is 
reverting to this kind of world! 

 
Share the Gospel Expecting Positive and Negative 

Responses 
 

Luke 10:3 “Now go; I’m sending you out like lambs 
among wolves. 
 
Remember, Satan is the “god of this world” and “people 
love darkness rather than the light”  

• When you penetrate the darkness with God’s light, 
you make yourself a target. 

Vance Havner: “Any man who takes Jesus Christ seriously 
becomes the target of the devil…Most church members 
do not give Satan enough trouble to arouse his 
opposition.”1 
 
The Gospel is OFFENSIVE! 

• WHY? Because you are sharing with people that they 
need to REPENT—most people don’t want to repent! 

 
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1996), 210. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.Lk10.1-12&off=1065&ctx=uld+win+the+battle.+~%E2%80%9CAny+man+who+takes+J


o Most do not want to bow a knee to God! 
 
How are we to respond to opposition to the Gospel?  

• Jesus tells the 70 they are to be “like lambs” 
o We are to speak God’s truth out of a heart of 

love 
▪ We are to be full of GRACE and TRUTH 

 
Lambs do not have a way to defend themselves so they 
stick together. 

• Perhaps this is why Jesus sent them out in twos! 
o We are not called to be LONE RANGERs, we 

need each other as we share light in the world! 
 
Do you remember the story of Bill Borden I shared last 
week?  

• Although he was a millionaire, he felt called to be a 
missionary.  
o He wrote in his Bible, “No retreat” as he left is 

fortune and a comfortable life behind to spread 
the Gospel to the muslims. 

 
Share the Gospel with Dependency and Urgency 

 



Jesus is telling the 70, “no retreat” Luke 10:4 Don’t carry 
a money-bag, traveling bag, or sandals; don’t greet 
anyone along the road. 

• Why these instructions?  
o Idea of dependency on God (no money bag or 

traveling bag) 
o Sense of urgency (don’t great anyone along the 

way) 
 
Jesus told them what to expect: Luke 10:5-6 Whatever 
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.’ 6 If 
a person of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; 
but if not, it will return to you.” 

• Some people are going to be receptive and others 
are not 

 
This is true today! 

• Some people want to argue and they are not 
interested in hearing the Gospel 
o If it is clear that someone just wants to argue, 

then move on! 
 
I heard Dr. Turek, a Christian apologist with a lot of 
videos on YouTube, at a college doing a Q & A….. 

• “If I were to convince you that Jesus is the Messiah, 
would you accept Him as your Savior?” 



o Response: “No” 

• Dr. Turek notes that most young people reject Jesus 
NOT because there is NO EVIDENCE, but because it 
would require a change in their morality and they 
are too in love with SIN to REPENT and turn from sin.  

 
Luke 10:7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
what they offer, for the worker is worthy of his wages. 
Don’t move from house to house. When you enter any 
town, and they welcome you, eat the things set before 
you. Heal the sick who are there, and tell them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near you.’  
 
Again, they were called to live in DEPENDENCY upon God 
and God would use people to minister to them as they 
shared His Gospel! 

• God has people who will support the work of sharing 
the Gospel.  
o God will take care of you through various 

means.  
 
Luke 10:9-12 When you enter any town, and they don’t 
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘We are 
wiping off even the dust of your town that clings to our 
feet as a witness against you. Know this for certain: The 



kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, on that day 
it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.  

• Remember, Jesus NEVER ran after anyone saying 
“Wait, let me explain it one more time”! 
o You cannot FORCE someone to accept Jesus – 

nor should you try! 

• Paul did this later to the Jews who rejected his 
message 
o There came a point early in Paul’s ministry 

where he said “I’m moving on to the Gentiles 
because they are receptive, but my own people 
don’t want to hear the Good News of salvation 
through Christ.” 

 
Godly sorrow that leads to repentance is necessary for 
salvation! 

• If a person is not BROKEN over his/her sin, then they 
are not ready to REPENT! 

 
Share the Gospel to Warn People 

 
Sad Reality: Those who REFUSE to REPENT will FACE 
JUDGEMENT BY GOD! 
 



In the Old Testament, there were three cities judged by 
God and Jesus compares those three ancient cities with 
three cities in His day that refused to repent 
 
Luke 10:13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  

• According to Matthew 11:20, most of Jesus’ miracles 
in the Galilee area were in these towns.  
o They as seen lepers healed, lame made whole, 

the blind to see 
o They had heard Jesus’ teaching, yet they did not 

repent! 
 
Despite the EVIDENCE, they would not believe it! 

• Paul makes this point in Romans 1:18-19 “The wrath 
of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them.” 

• Over and over in the Book of Revelation when God 
is judging the earth you read “but they refused to 
repent” 



o Rev. 9:20-21 “The rest of mankind who were 
not killed by these plagues still did not repent of 
the work of their hands; they did not stop 
worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, 
bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see 
or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their 
murders, their magic arts, their sexual 
immorality or their thefts.” 

 
Luke 10:14-15 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, 
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will 
go down to Hades.  
 
No one likes REJECTION and like God, we ALL want 
people to repent and be a part of God’s family, but that 
is NOT going to happen because MANY REFUSE to accept 
the truth! 
 
However, we CAN NOT allow FEAR of REJECTION to keep 
us from sharing the Gospel! 
 
One thing that will help you to ‘Share the truth in love” is 
to remember that IF a person REJECTS the Gospel, they 

are NOT REJECTION YOU, but they are REJECTING CHRIST 
 



Luke 10:16 Whoever listens to you listens to me. 
Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me 
rejects the one who sent me.” 

• We are “ambassadors for Christ” and when someone 
rejects the Gospel, they are rejecting Christ and God. 
o WHEN/IF that happens pray for them, and 

continue to show kindness, and gentleness to 
them. 
▪ If they are a friend or relative, DON’T cut 

them, keep a relationship with them 
because you never know if the seed you 
planted may come to fruition later.  

 
Share the Gospel Encouraged by Your Salvation 

 
Luke 10:17-20 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, 
“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 18 
He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning. 19 Look, I have given you the authority to 
trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power 
of the enemy; nothing at all will harm you. 20 However, 
don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
It is exciting when you share the gospel and someone 
responds! 



• It is exciting to see God at work 
o BUT these things should not DRIVE YOU! 

 
I grew up in a highly evangelistic church and we placed a 
HUGE emphasis on NUMBERS  

• How many people walked the aisle 

• How many people we could pack into the church on 
“Bring a friend Sunday” 

• How many people were baptized 

• How many people did you witness to that week 
 
Our Leadership Team met last week and it was 
encouraging to see that our attendance numbers are 
trending upward. 

• We had to complete our Annual Church Profile (ACP) 
this week and I was glad we could note that four 
people were baptized over the last year 
o BTW, we are having a baptism next Sunday and 

if you want to be baptized see Pastor Jerome or 
myself after service today and we will talk! 

 
Sharing stories of salvations is encouraging to the church 
Seeing the attendance increase is encouraging 
 
BUT, if that is ALL we are focused upon, we will 
eventually get DISCOURAGED! 



 
Attendance does not always TREND UP! 

• The church I went to peaked out around 10,000 
people and due to the retirement of the pastor, and 
a separate scandal, the church rapidly declined to 
eventually a few hundred.  

There are lulls in baptisms 
 
NOTHING — including the stock market— trends upward 
forever.  
 
The 70 were caught up in the excitement of the moment, 
but Jesus reminds them (and us) that there is something 
more important to stay anchored to: Our salvation! 

• Luke 10:20 “don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.” 
o Even though Jesus had given them authority to 

cast out demons, and tread on scorpions and 
snakes, none of that compares to the fact that 
their names were written in the book of Life! 

 
In fact, it appears that this protection against snakes and 
scorpions was only for this training mission because we 
know that LATER the apostles and other disciples were 
killed for Christ. 



• I think Jesus gave them protection while He was with 
them as an OBJECT LESSON to teach them that 
PHYSICAL PROTECTION is not the most important 
thing, but that their names were written in the Book 
of Life was the most important.  

 
WE need to REMEMBER that too! 

• We will have HIGHS and LOWS in our Christian life 

• WBC will have HIGHS and LOWS in attendance, 
baptisms, and salvations 

• We will have moments of peace and moments of 
distress 
o BUT, what we MUST REMEMBER is that “our 

names are written in the Book of Life” 
▪ We must remember that our salvation is 

NOT based on what we DO, but WHOSE WE 
ARE! 

The Gospel is for All People 
 

Clearly the excitement of the 70 made Jesus joyful and 
Luke 10:21-24 At that time he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 
and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
intelligent and revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, 
because this was your good pleasure. 22 All things have 
been entrusted to me by my Father. No one knows who 



the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is 
except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son desires to 
reveal him.” 

• Jesus is rejoicing because God has ordained that 
understanding the Gospel does not rely on ability or 
education.  
o Jesus is rejoicing that ALL PEOPLE can freely 

respond to the Gospel and this brings Joy to 
God! 

 
The Gospel is NOT COMPLICATED, but it is PROFOUND! 
 
23 Then turning to his disciples he said privately, 
“Blessed are the eyes that see the things you see! 24 For 
I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see 
the things you see but didn’t see them; to hear the things 
you hear but didn’t hear them.” 

• At this point, the disciples didn’t understand what 
was happening, but later they would.  
o Later, Peter would write about the “mystery” 

that had be revealed though Jesus 
 
What was the mystery the prophets longed to see?  

• Who was the Messiah? 

• What is His name? 

• What will He do? 



• How do the prophecies line up because they range 
from a suffering servant to a warrior king?  

 
WE 

 
How do we keep ourselves from getting depressed 
…when sharing the Gospel because a family member or 
friend will not respond?  
 
We remember that our names are written in the Book of 
LIFE! 

• We remember that a person’s salvation DOES NOT 
DEPEND UPON US — we are called to share the 
Gospel, how they respond is ultimately on them.  
o That does not mean we don’t care if they reject 

the Gospel 
o That does not mean we don’t share again later 

if they reject the Gospel 
o That does not mean we don’t shed tears over 

their calloused heart 
 
All those things are a reality, but our joy must rooted in… 

• Our names are written in the Book of Life! 

• God delights in using us and the Gospel does not 
depend upon us 

• We simply need to be faithful to share 



 
PQ: Do you share the Gospel?  


