
How We Are Blessed 
Luke 10:23-24 

 
ETS: The disciples witnessed what the prophets longed to 
see 
ESS: We should be thankful because we see what the 
prophets and disciples longed to see 
OSS: I want people to be thankful to live in this present 
time 
UW: Thankful 
PQ: Are you thankful for what God has given to you?  
 

 
ME 

 
What have you SEEN that your grandparents never 
experienced?  

• Images from space telescopes 

• Wireless phones in your hands 

• Personal Computers 

• Large screen TV’s less than 1 inch thick 

• Video games 

• Video chatting 

• Robotic surgery 

• Electric Cars 
 



What have you HEARD that your grandparents never 
heard?  

• Men can get pregnant 

• Chest-feeding 

• People using plural pronouns to describe themselves 

• A man referring to his “husband” or a woman 
referring to her “wife” 

• Probably never heard of a “Transwoman” or a 
“Transman” 

• Probably never heard of a “furry” 

• Probably never heard of being “woke” 
 

WE 
 

Are there some things YOU have seen and heard that 
your grandparents never saw or hear that you are 
thankful for?  

• Technological advancements that have made our 
lives better 
o Microwaves, cell phones, internet, Robotic 

surgery, etc.  
 
This week we have a day called “Thanksgiving” 

• As Christians we should be THANKFUL every day! 
o We should live a life of thankfulness to the Lord 

 



GOD 
 
I want to give us several reasons WHY we are to be 
thankful…. 
 
Turn to Luke 10 
 
Luke 10:23-24 Then he turned to his disciples and said 
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24 
For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to 
see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it.” 
 
WHAT were the disciples SEEING?  

• The lame walking 

• The dead being raised (Jarius’ daughter/widow of 
Nain’s son) 

• The leprose restore 

• Demons being cast out 

• Feed thousands of people 
 
WHEN did the LAST PUBLIC miracle occur before Jesus? 

• About 500 years before Christ, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego were delivered from the fiery furnace 
in the Babylonian captivity.  
o Daniel in the lion’s den 



• But the last STRING of PUBLIC MIRACLES was by 
Elisha the prophet about 800 years before Jesus 
o Some of them were like Jesus’ miracles: 

▪ The raising of the Shunammite’s son 
▪ The feeding of 100 with 20 loaves  
▪ The curing of Naaman from leprosy  

• There were other miracles, but NOTHING had been 
done on the SCALE Jesus was doing miracles! 
o Jesus didn’t raise one person from the dead, but 

three! 
o Jesus didn’t feed 100, but 4,000 and 5,000 + 
o Jesus didn’t cure only one person of leprosy but 

many! 
o Jesus did miracles no one else had done….  

▪ Calming storms 
▪ Walking on water 
▪ Causing fish to swim into nets  
▪ Restoring withered hands 
▪ Making lame people walk 
▪ Making the blind to see 
▪ Curing “All kinds of disease” 

NO PROPET before Jesus did these kinds of miracles 
No PROPHET before Jesus did miracles on the SAME 
SCALE as Jesus 
 
WHAT ELSE were the disciples SEEING?  



• Peter, James, and John saw Jesus TRANSFIGURED 
o Face changed and clothes became dazzling 

white (Lk. 9:29) 
 
Luke 10:24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 
 
WHAT were the disciples HEARING?  

• They were hearing Jesus say: “Friend, your sins are 
forgiven.” (Lk. 5:20) 
o NO ONE –including Abraham, Moses, and the 

prophets — ever made such a claim! 

• They were hearing Jesus say: “[the] Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins” (Lk. 5:24) 
o NO ONE –including Abraham, Moses, and the 

prophets — ever made such a claim! 

• Calling Himself “The Son of Man” was not something 
the prophets and kings had heard! 
o Jesus is indeed referred to as the Son of Man in 

the New Testament—88 times 
o Ezekiel was the only OLD TESTAMENT prophet 

who was called “Son of Man” BUT it was 
different.  



▪ God addressed Ezekiel as “son of man” but 
Ezekiel never called himself “THE son of 
man” 

• Jesus called Himself, “THE son of man” 
o Ezekiel was called “son of man” by God, but he 

was never called “THE son of man”  
▪ Jesus called Himself, “THE son of Man” 

 
If you are wondering why calling Himself “The Son of 
Man” is a big deal it is because in Daniel 7:13-14 “I 
continued watching in the night visions, and suddenly 
one like a son of man was coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was 
escorted before him. 14 He was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, so that those of every people, 
nation, and language should serve him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.” 
 
So, the disciples were hearing Jesus call Himself, “THE 
Son of Man” which was BOLD, DARING, and Unsettling! 
 

• His DISCIPLES were hearing Jesus say: “…I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” (Lk. 5:31-32) 
o Jesus had a RADICALLY DIFFERENT MISSION! 



▪ Unlike other so-called Messiahs, Jesus was 
not calling for a REVOLT! 

• They were hearing Jesus say: “The Son of Man is 
Lord of the Sabbath.” (Lk. 6:5) 

• They were hearing Jesus say: “Your faith has saved 
you. Go in peace.” (Lk. 7:50) 
o Not your Works?  

• They were hearing Jesus say: “My mother and my 
brothers are those who hear and do the word of 
God.” (Lk. 8:21) 

 
WHAT ELSE were the disciples HEARING?  

• They were hearing what the PEOPLE were saying 
about Jesus! 
o “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” (Lk. 

7:49) 
o “What is this message? For he commands the 

unclean spirits with authority and power, and 
they come out!” (Lk. 4:36) 

o  “We have seen incredible things today.” Lk. 
5:26) 

o  “A great prophet has risen among us,” and 
“God has visited his people.” (Lk. 7:16) 

o “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, that 
one of the ancient prophets has come back.” 
(Lk. 9:19) 



 
WHAT were the disciples hearing from DEMON-
POSSESSED people?  

• They were hearing demons saying “I know who you 
are—the Holy One of God!” (Lk. 4:34, 41) 

• They were hearing demons say: “What do you have 
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg you, don’t torment me!” (Lk. 8:28) 

 
Peter, James, and John heard God the Father say: “This 
is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to him!” (Lk. 9:35) 
 
The disciples, who were traveling with Jesus, were 
seeing, and hearing things “many prophets and kings 
wanted to see… and hear….” (v. 24) 
 
AFTER Jesus proved WHO He was by resurrecting from 
the dead, the disciples KNEW MORE and SAW MORE 
than any prophet or king saw! 

• By extension WE know MORE than any prophet or 
king saw and WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL we live in 
this time God has allotted us! 

 
We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Know the Name of the Messiah 

 



We Know the Name of the Messiah – Jesus, Y’shua, 
Iēsous 
 
I recently had a question submitted for Ask Pastor Jim  

• Jerome and I are going to answer questions you 
submit together and start recording short video 
answers in January 
o BUT, one question that was asked, I’m going to 

answer now! 
 
Q: “How did salvation come in the Old Testament”? 
A: Salvation has ALWAYS been by FAITH in the One True 
God 

• The Old Testament Jews expected the Messiah to 
come, but they did not understand He would die for 
sins and be the final sacrifice. 
o In their mind, animal sacrifices were always 

going to be required.  
▪ That is why Orthodox Jews want to 

REBUILD the temple, so they can resume 
animal sacrifices b/c they DO NOT recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah! 

• People were saved by trusting in YHWH and their 
actions (like today) gave evidence of their faith. 
o Ex. Noah, Enoch, Abraham, the unnamed 7,000, 

etc.  



 
Q: WHY do we tell people to call upon Jesus to SAVE 
them? 

• The Old Testament Jews expected the Messiah to 
come, but they did not CONCEIVE of the fact that the 
Messiah would be God-in-the-flesh 
o The Old Testament Jews did not conceive of the 

Messiah being synonymous with God the Father 
o The Old Testament Jews did not understand the 

TRINITY: God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit 

• Since Christ came and revealed Himself to us, WE 
now UNDERSTAND… 
o WHO the Messiah is: Jesus of Nazareth 
o WHAT the Messiah is: God in the Flesh 
o WHY the Messiah came: to conquer sin and 

death on the cross 
 
A: Salvation has ALWAYS been by FAITH in the One True 
God, but NOW we that God has revealed Himself to us in 
the Person of Jesus Christ and that He is Messiah; 
therefore, the call is for people to place their FAITH in 
Jesus as Savior 

• WHEN you place your faith in Jesus of Nazareth, you 
are placing your faith in God—which is how the Old 
Testament people were saved.  



 
We should be THANKFUL because…. 

• We KNOW WHO the Messiah is! 

• We don’t have to OFFER animal sacrifices! 

• We don’t live under the Old Testament sacrificial 
laws because Christ fulfilled their purpose 

 
We should be THANKFUL because…. 

We Know the Missions of the Messiah 
 
The Old Testament saints did not conceive of TWO 
VISITS by the Messiah to the earth! 

• The passages about the suffering servant (Is. 53, et 
al) were (and are today) translated as referring to 
the nation of Israel—not a person! 
o The OT saints (and rabbis today) could not 

conceive HOW or WHY God would allow the 
Messiah to suffer 
▪ They assumed the animal sacrifices and 

offerings were sufficient to cover sin.  

• Remember, Jesus’ disciples did not understand or 
accept that Jesus was going to be crucified!  
o Luke 9:43-45 “While everyone was amazed at all 

the things he was doing, he told his disciples, 44 
“Let these words sink in: The Son of Man is 
about to be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45 



But they did not understand this statement; it 
was concealed from them so that they could not 
grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about 
it. 
▪ It was not until AFTER Jesus resurrected, 

that the disciples UNDERSTOOD God’s 
plan! 

 
AFTER Jesus’ resurrection, it was clear the MESSIAH had 
TWO MISSIONS! 

• The 1st mission was to conquer sin and death 

• The 2nd mission is to Rule and Reign on the earth 
 
Some may disagree with what I am about to say, but…. 

• As we progress closer to Jesus’ return, we can be 
THANKFUL that our generation understands MORE 
than any generation before us regarding the RETURN 
of Christ!  

 
That is NOT to say, previous generations of Christians 
didn’t understand the BIBLE, but we have MORE 
KNOWLEDGE today than any generation.  

• Prophecies regarding Christ’s second coming that 
many theologians interpreted as symbolic or 
metaphorical b/c they seemed impossible are NOW 
a REALITY thanks to TECHNOLOGY. 



o Through satellite technology we can 
instantaneously SEE what is happening in Israel 

o Through credentialing technology, we have the 
capability to track human activity, restrict if 
people can buy and sell, etc. 

o Through algorithms we can customize what 
people see in their newsfeeds and sway the 
masses to believe almost anything.  
▪ The list goes on and on 

We have more knowledge today regarding the Bible 
thanks to … 

• Amazing archeological discoveries of artifacts, 
cities, and ancient manuscripts in the last two 
hundred years 
o Many of these have shed light on Bible 

prophecies 
 
Bible prophecies regarding Jesus’ 2nd coming are 
understandable today in clearer ways than ever before!  

• We are seeing how those once-thought-symbolic 
prophecies can literally happen in our lifetime – 
which is why we think Christ’s return is soon. 

• With the return of Israel in 1948 as a nation,  
o The lightening fast technological advance,  
o The rise of Islam & the decline of Christianity 



o The rise of China, Russia, and the middle 
eastern nations 

o The calls for the globalization of governments 
o The rapid moral decline of the world 

We see how the prophecy regarding the 2nd Coming of 
Christ is coming true right before our eyes!  
 
Although the situation around us is sobering, it is also an 
ENCOURAGEMENT that the WORD of GOD is true and 
Christ is RETURNING! 
 

We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Have God’s Complete Revelation 

 
When Jesus was on His 1st mission, all they had was the 
Old Testament  

• Remember, they didn’t have books like we have 
o They had scrolls of the Scriptures and usually 

the scrolls were only available at the local 
synagogue & the local synagogue may not have 
had all 39 books of the Old Testament 
▪ Remember, the scrolls were hand-copied 

and it was very time-consuming to produce 
a scroll. 

o An individual did not have the Scriptures in their 
house. 



▪ You learned the Scriptures at the 
synagogue or Temple.  

• People learned by memorizing  

• Remember too, that most people were likely 
illiterate  
o It is possible some of the disciples were 

illiterate 
 
The first writings of the New Testament did not start 
until about 15 to 20 years after Jesus’ death. 

• Also, when 10 of the original disciples died, they 
never saw the Book of Revelation or John’s gospel—
those were likely written around 95 A.D. 
o Although Peter called the Apostle Paul’s 

writings “Scripture” the earliest list containing 
most of the New Testament books dates from 
around 170 A.D. (Muratorian fragment) 

• What we call the New Testament, or New Covenant, 
are books identified as being written by the Apostles 
commissioned by Jesus or those who had apostolic 
backing (i.e., Luke/Paul; Mark/Peter, etc.)  
o These 27 books are those that have been 

accepted by churches and were ultimately 
“canonized” by the church councils of Hippo 
(393) and Carthage (397) in North Africa.  

 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Muratorian_fragment


What you hold in your hands was not possible until the 
invention of the printing press in the late 1430s.  

• Nowadays, we not only have multiple hard copies of 
the complete Bible, but we have it on our phones 
and tablets. 
o We can read the Bible and listen to it.  

• We have translations ranging from word-for-word, 
to dynamic and paraphrases. 

• We have the English Bible in Old English to modern-
day English. 

• We have Bible devotionals, apps, and memorization 
tools. 

 
Before the invention of the printing press, people were 
reliant upon what the priests told them was in the Bible 
because the people didn’t have copies in their own 
language. 

• In many cases, the priests did not have a Bible but 
preached what the church leaders in the Roman 
Catholic Church told them to preach.  

 
When there were attempts to translate the Bible in the 
language of the people, the translators (usually an 
individual) were often burned at the stake by the Roman 
Catholic Church! 

• Why? Because ignorance is BLISS! 



o By TELLING people what the Bible said instead 
of allowing people to read it, they could control 
what people believed and their actions.  

 
We can be THANKFUL that we have complete access to 
God’s Word 

• Remember, many in the world still do not have 
access to God’s Word—which is why we support the 
Gideons and other ministries to spread God’s Word!  

 
We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Witnessed the Greatest Miracle 

 
The GREATEST miracle is NOT… 

• Raising people from the dead, because ALL the 
people Jesus raised from the dead eventually died 
again! 

• Healing the sick, because ALL the people Jesus 
healed physical eventually died 

• Feeding thousands, because ALL the people Jesus fed 
got hungry again! 

 
What is the GREATEST MIRACLE? Salvation! 

• The GREATEST MIRACLE is that God loved us enough 
to send Jesus to die for our sins! 



• The GREATEST MIRACLE is that God chose to save 
those who respond to His conviction 

• The GREATEST MIRACLE is that God calls us His 
children 

• The GREATEST MIRACLE is that God designates us as 
“HOLY, BLAMELESS, and Members of His household! 

 
Physical miracles are wonderful, but they END, but the 
spiritual miracle of eternal is eternal! 
 
The salvation of a soul is the GREATEST MIRACLE! 

• That is why Jesus broke out into praise after the 70 
came back excited about their mission of preaching 
about the kingdom of God: “At that time he rejoiced 
in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and intelligent and revealed 
them to infants. Yes, Father, because this was your 
good pleasure.” (Luke 10:21) 

 
Jesus later said in Luke 15:7 “I tell you, in the same way, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
don’t need repentance.” 
 
The GREATEST MIRACLE is the SALVATION of a SOUL! 



• It is a miracle only GOD can do! 

• It is a miracle that has eternal consequences 

• It is a miracle that changes you into a new creation 

• It is a miracle that gives you a new heart 

• It is a miracle that gives you a new standing with 
God 

• It is a miracle that gives you a new title “Saint” 

• It is a miracle that gives you a new position “Holy” 

• It is a miracle that reconciles you to God 

• It is a miracle that will not end, fade, can be taken 
away, or lost. 

 
IF you HAVE NOT EXPERIENCED this MIRACLE, it is 
waiting on you! 

• REPENT and TRUST CHRIST 
 

We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Have the Holy Spirit 

 
Did you know that when Jesus was with His disciples, He 
was the only one “filled with the Holy Spirit”? 

• The only other person who was “filled with the Holy 
Spirit” was John the Baptist 

 
Jesus’ disciples DID NOT have the HOLY SPIRIT until the 
Day of Pentecost! 



• Timeline:  
o Jesus was crucified on Passover 
o Buried on the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
o Raise on the Feast of First Fruits 

▪ During the next 40 days, Jesus taught His 
disciples and many others, THEN He 
ascended into heaven. (Acts 1:3) 

 
Incidentally, “40” is a time of preparation in Scripture 

• Moses’ 40 years in Midian before going to Pharoah 

• Israelites 40 years in the wilderness before the 
Promised Land 

• Moses on Mt. Sinai for 40 days to receive instruction 
from God 

• Jesus 40 days in the wilderness before starting His 
public ministry 

• Now, 40 days with the disciples before they are sent 
out without Jesus’ PHYSICAL presence 

 
After their 40 days of final preparation, Jesus ascended 
into Heaven 

• The disciples return to Jerusalem where Jesus told 
them to wait on the Holy Spirit 

 
10 days later, on the Day of Pentecost (an 8th day feast) 

• The Holy Spirit fills the disciples (men and women) 



 
Since the day all believers in Jesus Christ receive the Holy 
Spirit at the moment of salvation!  
 
What does the Holy Spirit do? 

• He guides us  

• He teaches us 

• He reminds us 

• He comforts us 

• He is with us 
 
The MORE we ALLOW the Holy Spirit to live through us, 
the more we experience these things! 

• The best EVIDENCE of the amount we allow the Holy 
Spirit to control us occurs when we are “UNDER 
PRESSURE” 

 
Unbelievers do not have the Holy Spirit! 
 
Be Thankful you have the Holy Spirit! 
 

We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Have Each Other 

 
Why is it important that we have each other?  

• Bear one another’s burdens 



• Encourage one another 

• Teach one another 

• Rebuke one another to keep each other from falling 
into sin 

• We can confess our sins to each other to be healed 

• We can sharpen each other 

• We can serve each other  

• We can minister to others together 

• We can support each other  
 
The church is NOT about your happiness but about your 
holiness! We get to  

• Serve together 

• Struggle together 

• Question together 

• Hurt together 
 

Warren Baptist is NOT made up of PERFECT people, but 
we are… 

• Forgiven people who are trying to follow Christ 

• Brothers and sisters who are seeking to love one 
another and not allow cultural or political 
differences to divide us, but rather to have UNITY by 
focusing on Sharing Jesus with a world that 
desperately needs Him! 



 
YOU 

 
The disciples got to see and hear what prophets and 
kings longed to see 
WE get to see what even the disciples did not see! 
 

We should be THANKFUL because…. 
We Have the Good News 

 
ALL religious beliefs are built on Humanity being “Good 
enough” to get to God 

• The Good News of Christ is YOU CANNOT be “good 
enough”  
o The Good News is salvation does not DEPEND 

upon YOU! 
▪ The Good News is salvation is FREE 

AVAILABLE to ALL people! 
 
C.S. Lewis was in a meeting where they were discussing 
the differences between the various religions. He was 
asked, “What do you think the difference is between 
Christianity and other religions”? Lewis replied ‘Grace.’”  
 



ALL religious beliefs are built on a philosophy of works 
outweighing the bad, Christianity is built on a person-
Jesus Christ.  

• Jesus who rose from dead defeating sin and death 
o All other religious leaders are dead!  

 
WE 

 
PQ: Are you thankful? 
 


