
The Root of Prejudice 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
ETS: The expert wanted to test Jesus but he ended up being tested 
ESS: Our actions reveal our motivation 
OSS: I want people to examine their actions to determine their motivations 
PQ: What do your motivations reveal? 
UW: Motivation 
 
 

ME 
 

Everyone is motivated by something! 
 
If you made a BIG Thanksgiving dinner or invited people over, WHAT motivated you? 

• To see family 

• To have fun 

• To eat foods that are normally “off limits” 
 
What motivates you to get up in the morning?  

• To make money 

• To provide for the family 

• To get errands done so you can do what “you want to do” later 
 

IF you DON’T Get up in the morning, what MOTIVATES you to stay in bed? 

• Extra sleep 

• Lack of motivation?  
 
What MOTIVATED you to come to worship today? 

• Worship God with other believers? 

• Be encouraged or have a “soul checkup?” 
 

WE 
 

We are ALL Motivated by someone or something and MOTIVATION can be a GOOD thing! 

• Motivated to lose weight 

• Motivated to break through barriers  

• Motivated to provide for our family 

• Motivated to better ourselves 

• Motivated to help others 
 
Motivation can be a good thing! 

• Motivation can increase your focus 



• Motivation can increase your energy 

• Motivation can increase your willpower 

• Motivation can increase your chances for success 

• Motivation can combat negative thoughts 
 
Have you heard of motivational quotes?  

• You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take. – Wayne Gretzky 

• To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream, not only plan, but also 
believe. – Anatole France 

• To be a champion, you have to believe in yourself when nobody else will. – Sugar Ray 
Robinson 

• If we are to achieve results never before accomplished, we must expect to employ 
methods never before attempted. – Francis Bacon 

• Motivation is like food for the brain. You cannot get enough in one sitting. It needs 
continual and regular refills. – Peter Davies 

 
There is NOTHING WRONG with MOTIVATION as long as it is the RIGHT MOTIVATION! 
 
WE can be motivated by WRONG things 

• Motivated by GREED 

• Motivated by LUST 

• Motivated by POWER 
 
What is the ROOT of Wrong Motivation?  
What is a SIGN of having the Wrong Motivation?  
 

GOD 
Turn to Luke 10:25 

• Perhaps the most familiar parable of Jesus 
o Found only in the Gospel of Luke 
o The parable has inspired painting, sculpture, satire, poetry, photography, and 

film.  
o The phrase "Good Samaritan", meaning someone who helps a stranger, derives 

from this parable,  
o Many hospitals and charitable organizations are named after the Good 

Samaritan. 
▪ Have you heard of Franklin Graham’s “The Samaritan’s Purse?” 

 
Context: 

• Jesus has been ministering in Galilee 
o Galilee is in the Northern part of Israel 

▪ Most all of Jesus’ ministry has been in that part of Israel 



• Jesus has revealed His plan to go to Jerusalem (which is south) where He will be killed 
and raised from the dead 

o The disciples still do not understand the plan 
Luke 9:51 – “Jesus determined to go to Jerusalem” 
 
For Jesus to “go to Jerusalem” he could go… 

• East and cross the Jordan into Perea and AVOID Samaria OR… 

• Travel south through Samaria—which would be a direct route 
 
PROBLEM: Samaria was heavily occupied by Samaritans and had Samaritan villages 

• The Samaritans and the Jews hated each other – even though they were related! 

• The tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim largely occupied the area now called 
“Samaria” 8 other tribes occupied the areas north and east and 2 tribes occupied the 
area SOUTH  

• Israel was divided into two parts after King Solomon 
o Northern half = Israel 
o Southern half = Judah 

▪ The northern half (known as Israel) had wicked kings and God sent 
Elijah, Elisha, Amos, and Hosea calling them to REPENT or face God’s 
judgment. 

• They refused to repent so God sent the Assyrians to punish 
them. 

• In 722 B.C. (about 700 years before Jesus), God sent the Assyrians to invade Israel 
(the northern half) 

• The Assyrians invaded and displaced the Jews and sent people from Cutha, Ava, 
Hamath, and Sepharvaim to inhabit the area. 

o These foreigners intermarried with the Israelite population that was still in 
and around Samaria creating a group of half-breed people known as the 
“Samaritans” 

▪ These “Samaritans” at first worshiped the idols of their own nations, 
but later added some teachings of Moses, but still retained many of 
their idolatrous customs.  

 
The Southern part (known as Judah) was conquered by the Babylonians in 586 B.C., but they 
were not assimilated but were taken into captivity 

• When they were allowed to return, the Jews wanted to rebuild their temple-which the 
Babylonians had destroyed in 586 B.C. 

o The Samaritans in the area offered to help rebuild the temple with their 
relatives, the Jews. 

▪ The Jews declined the offer because the Samaritans  

• Mingled idol worship with the worship of God,  

• Insisted that Abraham had offered Isaac on Mt. Gerizim and not 
Mt Zion in Jerusalem,  

https://www.gotquestions.org/Samaritans.html


• They had their own version of the Pentateuch,  
Believed Moses was the final prophet of God and a superhuman, 
etc.   

o The Samaritans were mad that they were not allowed to help rebuild the temple 
in Jerusalem so they led a campaign to STOP the rebuilding by appealing to the 
Persian king- who was now in charge. 

• They built their own temple on Mt Gerizim in the 4th century B.C 
o The temple was destroyed about 100 years before Jesus by the Jewish king John 

Hyrcanus in 128 B.C. 

• About 15 years before Jesus started His ministry, the Samaritans had recently 
desecrated the temple in Jerusalem with human bones at the Passover  

 
The Jews did not like the Samaritans and vice versa! 

• That is why in Luke 9:51-54, Jesus was not allowed to enter a Samaritan village as 
they were traveling to Jerusalem 

o That is why James and John wanted to “call down fire from heaven” and 
consume the village. 

 
They are traveling into Samaria—a segregated area filled with Samaritan and Jewish villages 

• The Samaritans and Jews may have… 
o Had to do business with each other 
o Bypassed each other as they traveled on the same roads 

▪ BUT, they kept to their own villages 

• They kept segregated 
 
Jesus and His disciples are traveling through Samaria and, according to Luke 9:51-54 Jesus is 
teaching in villages along the way. 

• So apparently Jesus is teaching in a synagogue when this happens…. 
 
Luke 10:25 Then an expert in the law stood up to test him, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  
 
What was this “expert in the law” motivation? 

• According to Luke it was to “Test” Jesus 
 
What was the “expert’s” goal? To show Jesus was not a rabbi 
 
WHY did this “expert” think he could EXPOSE Jesus as a FRAUD? PRIDE 
 

PRIDE is the ROOT of PREJUDICE 
 
What has PRIDE produced in this “expert?” A Sense of Superiority 
 



WHY would this man have a sense of superiority about himself?  

• This man is an “expert in the law” 
 
What does Luke mean by “the law? 

• What “Law”? 
o The rules and regulations set forth in first five books of the OT (Torah) + the 

various interpretations in the Jewish Mishna 
▪ Mishnah is Jewish oral Law and particular teachings within the Mishnah 

is called a “Midrash” 
 
So, this man was an expert in the Torah and the various rabbinical interpretations. 

• As an “expert in the law,” this man was a RELIGIOUS LEADER 
 
Also, by the time of Jesus, the Jews had the Greek translation of the Old Testament known as 
the Septuagint and there were 37 books accepted as the Jewish Scriptures 

• As an “expert in the law” this man knew the Samaritans rejected 32 of the 37 books of 
the Jewish Scriptures 

• As an “expert in the law,” this man knew that the Samaritans had their own version of 
the Pentateuch which contained a significant change 

o They replaced Mt. Ebal with Mt. Gerizim in Duet. 27:4 
▪ That is why the woman at the well in John 4:20 states “Our ancestors 

worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews say that the place to worship 
is in Jerusalem.”  

 
So, this “expert in the law” probably felt SUPERIOR to the Samaritans because he knew the 
TRUE TORAH but they followed an adulterated version 
 
NOW, this “expert in the law” feels he needs to confront another INFERIOR situation: A 
carpenter turned itinerate preacher named Jesus—who is creating quite a stir! 

• Jesus comes to town and is this man’s chance to EMBARRAS Jesus! 
o To prove that Jesus is NOT an “EXPERT” in the Law! 

 
Since this man was an “Expert” in the Torah and rabbinical teachings and …. 

• Since Jesus was considered as a Rabii and considered Himself a Rabii 
o Then, this man wants to “Test” Him 

▪ (Remember, Jesus has not been through rabbinical training! He has not 
sat under rabbis, like the Apostle Paul. In fact, while Jesus was walking 
the earth, it is possible Saul, who was later known as Paul, was in 
Jerusalem training to be a rabbi!) 

 
Question: “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
 
Do you see this “expert’s” Sense of SUPERIORITY in his question?  



• What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 
Why doesn’t he ask on behalf of ALL the people? 

• Why doesn’t he ask, “what must WE do…”? 
 
I think there is PREJUDICE in the “expert’s” question! 

• I think that embedded in his question is the idea that he is ABOVE the common person  
o PRIDE is embedded in his question! 

 
What kind of answer did he expect?  

• He expected Jesus to say, “Keep the commandments of the law and traditions” because 
that would have been the answer a legitimate rabbi would have given! 

o And then he would have expected Jesus to say “Keep the commandments of the 
law and traditions, which are you doing, and keep up the good work.” 

 
The “expert in the law” starts off trying to “butter up Jesus,” so he gives a kind affirmation by 
calling Jesus, “teacher” — which was akin to calling Jesus: “rabbi”  

• BUT, Jesus doesn’t take the bait, nor does Jesus pat the guy on the back and say “you 
are doing a great job” because he was a teacher of the law! 

 
WE have to fight PRIDE  
WE have to fight the SENSE of SUPERIORITY! 
 
I wonder if there are many people who expect that when they die, God is going to say…. 

• “You lived a good life, come on in” 

• “You went to church on Sunday instead of watching Meet the Press, come on in.” 

• “You grew up on the “right side of tracks,” come on in” 

• “You gave money in the offering plate, come on in” 

• “You were a good person, come on in” 

• “You were a member of a Baptist church, come on in” 
 
Jesus doesn’t acknowledge the man’s standing in the community as an “expert in the law,” 
instead, Jesus asks a question:  
 
26 “What is written in the law?” he asked him. “How do YOU read it?” 

• Since he is an “expert in the law” (Probably evident from his clothing), Jesus asks for HIS 
opinion of the Law. 

o Jesus is NOT interested in what other rabbis said, he wants this man’s personal 
opinion. 

▪ Jesus is giving this man a “moment to shine” to show how much of an 
“expert” he is! 

 



27 He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind,” and “your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Last week, I addressed the question “How were people saved BEFORE Jesus?” and the answer is 
“The same way they are today by placing their faith and trust in the One True God! 

• Salvation occurs when a person “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind” 

o NOT when a person “loves A god,” but the “Lord your God” = the God of the 
Jewish people — YHWH 

 
28 “You’ve answered correctly,” he told him. “Do this and you will live.” 

• The “expert in the law” KNEW the answer to his question! 
o Salvation is NOT HIDDEN! 

 
The expert expected Jesus to give an answer that would VALIDATE the “expert” — which would 
then INVALID Jesus! 

• Jesus was “breaking the Sabbath” in the eyes of the “experts” because He was healing 
people, which they interpreted as “working”! 

 
Now, the “Expert” is in a PICKLE! 

• He hadn’t CORNERED Jesus as planned 
o Jesus AGREED with his answer – because it was the RIGHT answer! 

▪ BUT, it was NOT the answer the “expert” expected Jesus to give! 
 
So, the “expert in the law” is thinking “That’s too easy!” 

• He was expecting Jesus to say  
o (1) “Keep the commandments of the law and traditions” — which was 

IMPOSSIBLE, but something they tried to do anyway.  
▪ If Jesus had said “keep the commandments and traditions” THEN the 

“expert” could have NAILED Jesus as a FRAUD…OR….. 
o (2) YOU, “expert in the law” are doing a GREAT JOB! 

▪ Which would have stroked the “expert’s” ego! 
 
BUT, SOMETHING was not SITTING WELL in this “expert’s” HEART! 

• How do I know Jesus’ answer was bothering him?  
o Look at his question: “And who is my neighbor?” 

 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
 
It is interesting that he did NOT ask: “HOW do I love the Lord with all my heart, soul, mind, and 
strength?  
 
WHY did he not ask that question FIRST?  



• IN his mind he was already “Loving the Lord with all his heart, soul, mind and strength.”  
o After all, he was a recognized “expert in the law” 

▪ He knew the Old Testament and the rabbinical interpretations! 

• Because of his dedication to the “Law of Moses,” it was ASSUMED by him and the 
people around him that he “loved the Lord with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength” 

o Why would anyone dedicate his life to studying the “Law of Moses” if he didn’t 
“love the Lord with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength”? 

 
Is this true in OUR CONTEXT?  
 
Why would anyone attend church services if he/she didn’t “love the Lord with all his heart, 
soul, mind, and strength”? 

• Why would anyone identify as a Christian if he/she didn’t “love the Lord with all his 
heart, soul, mind, and strength”? 

• Why would anyone be a pastor if he/she didn’t “love the Lord with all his heart, soul, 
mind, and strength”? 

• Why would anyone be a Sunday School teacher if he/she didn’t “love the Lord with all 
his heart, soul, mind, and strength”? 

• Why would anyone serve in the church if he/she didn’t “love the Lord with all his heart, 
soul, mind, and strength”? 

 
The fact that WE do these things can make us feel SUPERIOR to those who do not do these 
things on Sunday morning or throughout the week! 
 
Do you remember what Jesus told Peter when He called Him to follow Him?  

• He said “You will be fishers of men” 
o Jesus is baiting the hook! 

▪ Jesus can tell by this man’s actions and attitude that he has a sense of 
superiority 

 
Do you know what self-delusion is?  
 
Self-Delusion is “the act of allowing yourself to believe something that is not true” 

• WHY do people practice self-delusion?  
o To FEEL GOOD about THEMSELVES 

▪ QUOTE: “Fake it until you make it” 
o To FIT IN with the Crowd 

▪ QUOTE: “If everyone else is doing it or believes it, it must be right” 
o To AVOID facing reality as long as possible, while hoping reality changes before 

you can no longer ignore it.  
 
You may be SINKING in DEBT, but you keep saying “It’s okay, WE are good.” 



Your HEALTH may be DECLINING, but you DON’T Want to go the doctor because you are afraid 
of BAD NEWS. 
Your MARRIAGE may be falling apart, but you DON’T want to talk about it with your spouse 
 
WE can be GUILTY of SELF-DELUSION! 

• Pastor and author Bob Smith lists some of our self-deceptions:  
o Others have prejudices, but we have convictions.  
o Others are conceited, but in me it’s self-respect.  
o When you spend time on your personal appearance… 

▪ it’s vanity; in ME, it’s just making the most of my God-given assets.  
o In you, it’s touchiness; but in me, it’s sensitivity.  
o In you, it’s worry; in me, concern.” 

 
Is it possible for a person to be SELF-DELUSIONAL? YES! 

• Is it possible to CONVINCE yourself of one thing—even if it’s not the truth? YES! 
 
The “expert in the Law” did NOT ASK and “What does loving the Lord with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength” look like because he was CONVINCED, he had that part down! 
 
BUT, Jesus “Baits the hook” by throwing in “love your neighbor as yourself”! 

• IF Jesus had left that part out, the “expert in the law” would have gone home JUSTIFIED 
in his heart that he had eternal life and that he was SUPERIOR to everyone else! 

o How could an “expert in the law” NOT “Love the Lord his God will all his heart, 
soul, mind….”? 

 
BUT, Jesus threw in the “your neighbor as yourself” because Jesus knows how DECEPTIVE the 
human heart is! 

• BUT, Jesus threw in the “your neighbor as yourself” because Jesus knew that ACTIONS 
prove or DISPROVE a CLAIM 

 
Why does the expert ask “Who is my neighbor”? 

PRIDE is the ROOT of PREJUDICE 
 
What is the “expert’s” motive in asking this question?  
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

• Δικαιόω = to vindicate, to be held guiltless 
o Paraphrase: “But wanting to vindicate himself from wrongdoing, he asked ‘and 

who is my neighbor?’”  
 
When Jesus threw in “love your neighbor as yourself,” it was like an arrow hit the “Expert’s” 
heart! 
 
When the “expert” asks “And who is my neighbor” Jesus “Set the hook”! 
 



This “expert” was a Jewish man and the Jews had issues with the Samaritans! 

• They were “half-breeds” because they were ½ Jew and ½ Gentile 

• They were not keeping the “Full law of Moses”  

• They were breaking the 10 commandments by having idols 

• They were worshipping God on Mt. Gerizim in Samaria and NOT in Jerusalem on Mt. 
Zion. 

• They had tried to stop the rebuilding of the temple when the Jews returned from 
Babylon 

• Samaria had become a refuge for the outlaws from Judea  
o The Samaritans willingly received Jewish criminals and refugees from justice. 

The violators of the Jewish laws, and those who had been excommunicated, 
found safety for themselves in Samaria, greatly increasing the hatred which 
existed between the two nations. 

• The Samaritans REJECTED the writings of the prophets and the Jewish traditions. 
 
As an “expert in the law,” this man no doubt taught about the “evils” of the Samaritans 
 
Since he was an “expert” in the Law, he dealt in WORDS and WORDS mean things! 

• Have you heard the saying “It’s not WHAT you say, but what you DON’T say?” 
o Politicians are masters at saying things without saying anything! 
o Too often LAWS are written so vaguely, that how it is interpreted can depend on 

who is interpreting it.  
 
So he asks, “Who is my neighbor?” 

• WHAT is he “wanting to justify?” His prejudice against the Samaritans 
 

Jesus “REELS the man in” by telling a parable: “30 Jesus took up the question (i.e., “sets the 
hook”) and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of 
robbers… 

• So this man is traveling from Jerusalem and going north toward Samaria 

• The fact he is traveling from Jerusalem is a good indication he is a Jew 
…They stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be 
going down that road. When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

• Why did the PRIEST pass by the man?  
o The same reason the “expert” asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 

▪ PRIDE that produced PREJUDICE! 

• The Priest was too important to help this man! 
 
 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side.  

• Why did the LEVITE pass by the man?  
o The same reason the “expert” asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 

▪ PRIDE that produced PREJUDICE! 



• The LEVITE was too important to help this man! 
 
These were the “expert in the law” comrades—the people he’d hang out with when he went to 
Jerusalem to observe the Passover, Feast of Tabernacles, and Pentecost. 

• Notice they BOTH pass “on the other side of the road” 

• Notice that they BOTH “saw him” 
o They saw a beaten-up, half-dead man lying on the side of the road; yet they did 

not stop! 
▪ WHY? PRIDE that led to PREJUDICE 

• A Sense of Superiority  
 
33 But a Samaritan on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had 
compassion. 

• A Sense of Superiority does not breed compassion! 

• This Samaritan DOES NOT have a sense of superiority over this Jewish man 
o He does notice WHAT he is, but sees his need. 

 
 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. Then he put 
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. When I come back I’ll 
reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’ 
 
Compare the actions of these people: 

• The priest, Levite, and Samaritan all “Saw the man” 

• The priest and Levite went to the “other side” of the road to distance themselves 

• The priest and Levite are not described as “having compassion” 
o WHY? For the same reason, the “expert” wanted to “justify himself”! PRIDE 

 
What does the Samaritan do? 

• “Went over to him” 

• Provide real aid – bandages, oil, wine, shelter, and finances to help the man 

• Puts the man’s needs above his by placing the man on his animal 
o The Samaritan walks while the wounded man rides 

• Spends the night ministering to the man 

• Promises to supply the man’s need 
 
Jesus gives the “Expert” another opportunity to display his EXPERTISE 
 
36 “Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?”  
 
37 “The one who showed mercy to him,” he said. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.” 
 



The “expert in the law” wanted God to show him the very thing he didn’t want to show to the 
Samaritans: Mercy! 

• He was not “loving the Lord his God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength” if he 
was not willing to “love his neighbor” by showing mercy because of his prejudice.  

 
… Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.” 
 
What did that mean for this “expert in the law”? 

• It meant he had to let go of his prejudice against the Samaritans 

• It meant he had to let go of his sense of superiority 
 

PRIDE and PREJUDICE are Incompatible with Compassion 
 
Why did Jesus die for us? Compassion! 

• If Jesus was full of Pride, He would have not been RESOLUTE on going to Jerusalem! 

• If Jesus did not have compassion, He would not have died for the sins of the whole 
world! 

 
This “expert” lacked the ONE THING necessary for him to “inherit eternal life”! HUMILITY! 
 
It meant for him what it means for ALL of us: Salvation starts with HUMILITY! 
 
The BIGGEST BARRIER to salvation is NOT a Lack of Evidence b/c it is all there! 
The BIGGEST BARRIER to salvation is NOT a Lack of Understanding b/c the Gospel is SIMPLE 
 
The BIGGEST BARRIER to salvation is PRIDE! 

• It is a REFUSAL to acknowledge REBELLION 

• It is a REFUSAL to acknowledge GOD  

• It is a REFUSAL to let go of SIN 

• It is a belief that you are “Good enough” to enter God’s heaven because you are BETTER 
THAN the other person! 

 
YOU 

 
Don’t let PRIDE — a sense of superiority — keep you from enjoying God’s love, peace, and joy 
for eternity! 
 
If you are a believer, don’t have a “sense of superiority” over someone b/c you don’t have the 
same hurts, habits, and hang-ups as they do. 

• You may not struggle with alcohol but does not make you superior 

• You may not struggle with pornography, but that does not make a superior to them 

• You may not struggle with greed, but that does not make you superior 
 



Believers must constantly fight against PRIDE! 
 
When the CHURCH has been PREJUDICE, it is born out of PRIDE! 
 
NO ONE is SUPERIOR to anyone! 

• Your gender does not make you superior 

• Your skin color does not make you superior 

• Your money does not make you superior 

• Your education does not make you superior 

• You skills do not make you superior. 
 
We all must live and respond to each other in humility not superiority 

• Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed 
a measure of faith to each one.” 

• Phil 2:3-4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others 
as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but 
rather to the interests of others.” 

 
 

WE 
 

PQ: What motivates you? 

• Are your actions borne out of a sense of superiority over others? 

• Are your actions prejudiced toward others?  
 
Do you view yourself as superior because of your achievements, education, wealth, skin color, 
etc? 
 
What motivates you?  
What is the FRUIT your life produces? 
 


