
The Most Important Thing 
Luke 10:38-42 

 
ETS: Martha’s priorities were in the wrong place 
ESS: Listening to Jesus must be our first priority 
OSS: I want people to make listening to God their top 
priority in 2023 
PQ: Is God your top priority?  
UW: Priorities 
 

WE 
Today is the 1st day of 2023! 

• We have a WHOLE YEAR ahead of us! 
 
What are your goals for 2023? 

• To lose weight?  

• To get a new job? 

• To fix the house? 

• To pass your classes? 

• To meet new friends? 

• To make more money? 

• To purchase a car? 
 
Our goals change as we get older. You may be retired so 
your goals are… 

• To stay healthy or get healthier 



• To spend more time with your spouse, children, or 
grandchildren 

• To be more active 

• To be involved more in a charity 
 
Have you thought about your goals for 2023? 

• It is good to have goals 
 
GOALS For WBC 

• Vision Statement 

• Mission Statement 

• Membership/Discipleship Pipeline 
 
How do you KNOW what your goals are? 

• Is it because they are written down? No! 
o It helps to write down goals, but just because 

you write it down, doesn’t mean it is a real goal! 
 
How do you KNOW what your goals are? By how you 
spend your time and energy! 

• Your PRIORITIES reflect your TRUE Goals! 
 
PRIORITIES make the difference between DREAMS and 
GOALS 

• You can say your goal is to become a world-class 
piano player, but IF practicing the piano is NOT your 



priority, becoming a world-class piano player is NOT 
your goal, but a DREAM! 

• You can say your goal is to become financially 
stable, but if working is not a PRIORITY or if saving is 
not a PRIORITY, financial stability is your DREAM and 
NOT your GOAL! 

 
EVERYONE has GOALS and EVERYONE has PRIORITIES — 
whether they are written down or not! 

• If you evaluate 2022 to see… 
o WHERE you spent your spare money (outside of 

usual expenses) 
o HOW you spent your time 

▪ You will get a good sense of your priorities! 
 
Your PRIORITIES support your GOALS! 
 

 
GOD 

 
We are returning to where we stopped before our 
Christmas series in Luke 

• Turn to Luke 10 
 
Luke highlights stories regarding the Gentiles, 
Samaritans, and women 



• Why? To show that Jesus is for ALL people 
 
Here is another story about two ladies found only in Luke 

• They are sisters 

• Even though they are related, they have different 
priorities when it comes to Jesus 

 
What are priorities?  

• A priority is something you deem important 
o WE order our days by our priorities 
o We use our time based on our priorities 
o We focus our energy on what consider a priority 
o We spend our money based on our priorities 

 
What must be our priority as we head into 2023? 
How do we know when we have misplaced our 
priorities? 

• What causes us to have misplaced priorities?  
 
Luke 10:38-40 While they were traveling, he [Jesus] 
entered a village, and a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named 
Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet and was listening to 
what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many 
tasks, and she came up and asked, “Lord, don’t you care 



that my sister has left me to serve alone? So tell her to 
give me a hand.” 
 
The only other Gospel to mention Mary and Martha is 
the Gospel of John in Chapter 11.  

• John records Mary and Martha ONLY at the 
resurrection of Lazarus from the dead 
o John DOES NOT record this first encounter with 

Mary and Martha 
 
Luke 10:38 While they were traveling, he entered a 
village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into 
her home. 
 
According to John 11:1, Bethany was “the village of Mary 
and Martha” 

• John 11:1 “Now a man was sick, Lazarus from 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

 
There are two Bethany’s in the Bible, one was near 
Galilee — which had been the focus of Jesus’ ministry in 
Luke up to this point. 

• Which Bethany is Jesus at?  
 



Luke 9:51 tells us that Jesus was “determined to go to 
Jerusalem” and He was sending messengers ahead of 
him in villages He was about to enter.  

• We know one Samaritan village rejected Him and 
SINCE a Samaritan village would be in Samaria, 
which is SOUTH of Galilee, we know Jesus is ON THE 
MOVE! 

 
Luke records the Parable of the Good Samaritan right 
before his account of Mary and Martha. 

• Parable takes place on a road from Jerusalem to 
Jericho 
o Jericho was about 18 miles northeast from 

Jerusalem  
▪ If you went from Jericho to Jerusalem, 

you’d come near the little village of 
Bethany about 2 miles before Jerusalem. 

 
So, Jesus probably told the parable of the Good 
Samaritan in Jericho and now He is a few miles from 
Jerusalem—His intended destination—and he stops in 
Bethany. 

• This makes sense because the Bethany where Mary 
and Martha lived is described in John 11:18, 
“Bethany was near Jerusalem (less than two miles 
away).” 



 
Jesus is at the home of Martha and her sister Mary, just 
a few miles away from Jerusalem 

• Two sisters with two different priorities! 

• Two sisters with two different personalities! 
 
Has anyone taken a personality assessment?  

• I’ve done several and I’ve administered assessments. 
 
According to the D.I.S.C assessment, I am a C/S 
personality or S/C depending on the day I take the 
assessment.  

• C people tend to be accurate, precise, detail-
oriented, and conscientious 

• S people tend to be dependable, works well with 
other people, sentimental, suckers, steady, stable, 
and predictable. 

 
Based on my understanding of the D.I.S.C system, I’d 
classifiy Martha as a D/C personality 

• D people are “direct and decisive, sometimes 
described as dominant.  
o They would prefer to lead than follow and tend 

towards leadership and management positions.  

https://discinsights.com/personality-style-c#:~:text=What%20is%20a%20C%20Type,information%20to%20back%20it%20up.
https://discinsights.com/personality-style-s
https://discinsights.com/personality-style-d


o They tend to have high self-confidence and are 
risk-takers and problem-solvers, enabling others 
to look to them for decisions and direction.  

o They tend to be self-starters. 
 
Look at what happens when Jesus comes to town:  

• Luke 10:38 While they were traveling, he entered a 
village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her home. 
o Martha takes the lead and decisive action by 

inviting Jesus to stay at their house 
o Martha takes a “risk” on this itinerate and 

controversial rabbi 
 
In John’s account, Martha and Mary sent word to Jesus 
that Lazarus was sick. 

• Jesus intentionally did not respond, but delayed 
coming for 4 days until Lazarus had died 

• When Jesus decides to go to Mary and Martha’s you 
can see Martha’s D personality shine through in John 
11:20 “…when she [Martha] heard that Jesus was 
coming, went to meet Him…”  
o She didn’t wait for Jesus to come to the house, 

she went to see Jesus 
▪ She was tired on waiting for Jesus, and she 

wanted Jesus to know how she felt. 



 
D personalities are often blunt and often overstep 
authority 

• D personalities favorite phrase is “Do now, ask 
permission later” or "It's better to beg for 
forgiveness than to ask for permission." 

 
Last week, we read part of the Christmas story and in the 
story “An angel” appears to the shepherds and he says 
“You will find a baby wrapped in a blanket, lying in a 
manger!” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast 
host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God: 14 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,” they sang, “and 
peace on earth for all those pleasing him.” (Luke 2:12b-
14) 

• It’s like you have one angel and then “Suddenly” 
they are everywhere! 
o The word translated “suddenly” is ἐφίστημι 

(ephistēmi) and it means to “suddenly come 
upon” or to “burst upon” 

 
That same word is used to describe Martha in Luke 10:40 
“But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, and she 
came up and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister 
has left me to serve alone? So tell her to give me a 
hand.” 



• Literally, the text reads “But Martha was distracted 
by her many tasks, and she burst in and said, “Lord, 
don’t you care…” 
o Martha sticks her head outside the door and 

interrupts the meeting because she needs help!  
o Martha is respectful, but blunt even toward 

Jesus “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? 

 
Here is the picture, Jesus is teaching and Mary is among 
the people who are sitting and listening.  

• Martha is frantically cooking food, washing dishes, 
and getting increasingly upset by the minute that 
she has no help. 
o Her anger reaches a boiling point, to where she 

“Suddenly” burst into the scene and says “Jesus, 
tell my sister to get in her and help me” 
▪ I’m sure the crowd witnesses the outburst 

and Mary is mortified! 
 
Martha even tells Jesus what to do! 

• “So tell her to give me a hand.” 
o Martha is upset that Mary is not concerned 

about the preparations and she is not following 
Martha’s lead so Martha wants Jesus to do her 
bidding. 



 
Martha told Jesus what was on her mind! 

• However, Martha was respectful when she said 
what she was thinking! 
o In BOTH instances she calls Jesus, “Lord” 

▪ She did not say, “HEY, don’t you care my 
sister has left me…” or in John 11, “Why 
didn’t you come when we sent for you?” 

 
Martha let Jesus know how she felt.  

• In Luke 10, she felt abandoned by Mary: ““Lord, 
don’t you care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone?  

 
When a D personality wants something or needs 
something, they won’t hold it in, they will tell you how 
they feel!  
 
In John 11, when Jesus did not immediately respond to 
Martha and Mary’s request to come and heal Lazarus, 
Martha tells Jesus how she feels when He finally arrives:  

• John 11:21 “Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
o She blames Jesus’ delay for her brother’s death. 
o Martha speaks her mind with no filters 

 



I would argue that Mary is an S personality 

• S people are “even-tempered, friendly, sympathetic 
with others, and very generous with loved ones.  
o The S is understanding and listens well.  
o Preferring close, personal relationships, the S is 

very open with loved ones but can also be 
possessive at times and hold them close.”1 

 
Look at where Mary is located: Luke 10:39 “She had a 
sister named Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet and 
was listening to what he said.” 

• Jesus is at Mary’s house too, but Mary is more 
interested in “listening” to Jesus and being “with” 
Jesus than getting the house ready! 

 
Later, in John 11 when Lazarus dies, Martha goes out to 
confront Jesus, but John 11:20 “… but Mary remained 
seated in the house.” 

• S people are more emotionally driven 

• S people don’t tend to take the lead, but rather they 
respond to requests 

 
John 11:28, 29 “[Martha] went back and called her sister 
Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is 

 
1 https://discinsights.com/personality-style-s  

https://discinsights.com/personality-style-s


calling for you.” 29 As soon as Mary heard this, she got 
up quickly and went to him.” 

• Mary didn’t respond until she was told Jesus is 
asking for you. 
o Like Martha, Mary felt hurt by Jesus delay, but 

unlike Martha she was not going to confront 
Jesus about it.  

• S people are more of “Ask permission, instead of 
forgiveness later.” 
o To S people Asking forgiveness after the fact, is 

disrespectful and hurtful to relationships and 
Mary is more concerned about relationships 
than her own feelings or a task. 
▪ Mary would rather not say anything to 

Jesus about the hurt she is feeling. 
 
That does not mean that S people won’t eventually tell 
you how they feel 

• John 11:32 “As soon as Mary came to where Jesus 
was and saw him, she fell at his feet and told him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died!” 
o But Mary’s words are the same as Martha’s so 

Mary was likely repeating the complaint Martha 
had been making since Jesus died. 

 



Again, S people tend to be more emotional 

• John 11:33 “When Jesus saw her crying, and the 
Jews who had come with her crying, he was deeply 
moved in his spirit and troubled.” 

 
D people don’t always “GET” S people and vice versa 

• S people can annoy D people because D people 
want to get things done and S people want to listen 
to others and are often more patient as they try to 
build consensus, whereas D people see what needs 
to be done and they want it done NOW! 

 
Are D people bad people? No 

• D people get things done 

• D people often make the tough decisions others 
want to avoid 

• D people make great leaders 
 

Are S people bad people? No! 

• S people are great listeners 

• S people build consensus 

• S people like to create security 
 
God created D.I.S.C personalities 

• When the various personality types work TOGETHER 
and LISTEN things can be done in a healthy way. 



o D people need S people and vice versa 
 
The KEY is to UNDERSTAND your personality type and 
learn to be WISE in how you deal with other personality 
types.  

• James said, “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to anger.” 
o S people sometimes need D people to PUSH 

them, but D people sometimes need S people 
to put on the brakes. 

 
Mary and Martha are sisters but they have different 
personalities. 
Mary and Martha also have different priorities. 
 

Priorities Drive Our Actions 
 

Martha is the type of woman who likes a challenge! 

• Challenge: Hosting a wildly popular and 
controversial person in her house whom she 
believes is the Messiah. 

 
When Jesus accepts the invitation, Martha kicks into 
HIGH GEAR! 

• She is FOCUSED on ONE THING: Making Jesus’ stay 
the BEST stay He’s ever had! 



o Martha has the desire to please Jesus and the 
best way she can think of to please Jesus is to 
give Him the best meal, provide the best 
atmosphere, and the best service. 
▪ For a common person, these are ways you 

PLEASE PEOPLE, but Jesus is not a common 
person! 

 
Jesus arrives and He probably takes a seat outside the 
house where His followers gather around and the people 
from the village come over to hear what He has to say.  

• While all the people are listening to Jesus, Martha is 
focused on getting dinner ready, making sure 
everything is perfect because she is a woman of 
Action! 
o Martha wants everything to be PERFECT for 

Jesus—which is a NOBLE and UNDERSTANDABLE 
desire IF Jesus were a common rabbi! 

Martha’s priority was to provide Jesus with the BEST 
ATMOSPHERE at her house! 

• Luke states that Martha was “distracted by her many 
tasks” (v. 40) 

 
What was Martha distracted from?  

• She was distracted from listening to Jesus! 
 



If Jesus were a normal Rabbi, you could argue her 
actions were justifiable, BUT Jesus was not a normal 
rabbi! 
 
Martha has MISPLACED PRIORITIES 
 
I was thinking about how different the world was in 1923 
(100 years ago) 

• Did not have tons of emails  

• Did not have distractions from television, social 
media, the internet, and video games 

• Telephones were around, but you didn’t carry them 
in your pocket! 

• No one was getting text messages! 
 
WE have MORE DISTRACTIONS than any other 
generation! 

• Our hunter-gather brains are overloaded with 
constant hunting for the latest social media post, 
gossip, news story, or picture.  
o We are constantly bombarded with sights and 

sounds no other generation saw! 
o We easily destroy hours sitting in front of an 

iPad, smartphone, Television, computer, and 
video game console, and before we know it 
hours have gone by with nothing to show for it. 



 
What are misplaced priorities?  

• Misplaced priorities are using our time and energy 
on things of less importance when we should use 
that time and energy on more important things. 

 
Example:  

• Scrolling through social media posts for hours when 
you could be reading a book or talking to your 
spouse 

• Playing video games for hours when the house 
needs to be cleaned. 

• Being a coach potato and not exercising 

• Constantly eating junk food rather than making 
healthy lifestyle choices. 

 
But the BIGGEST EXAMPLE of MISPLACED PRIORITIES is 
IGNORING GOD 

• Turning on the news or reading the newspaper in 
the morning, but never spending time in the Bible 

• Talking or texting people throughout the day, but 
never spending time on your knees in prayer. 

• Learning all the sports stats or latest gossip, but 
never being a student of the Scriptures. 

• Neglecting to worship with other Christians because 
you have “other things to do.”  



• Not meditating on God’s Word, but instead focusing 
on the latest political issue 

 
God’s Son is at Mary and Martha’s house and Martha is 
“Distracted” by other tasks than listening to what Jesus 
has to say!  
 
It is evident in John 11 account that Martha was a 
believer in Jesus as the Messiah! 

• Martha gives one of the few acknowledgments that 
Jesus is the Messiah in the Gospel of John: “She said 
to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the 
world.” (John 11:27) 
o It’s understandable WHY Martha was busy with 

preparations in Luke 10—She was entertaining 
the Lord! 

o It’s understandable WHY Martha was 
disappointed when Jesus did not show up in 
John 11—He was the ONE who could heal her 
brother! 

• Although these things are understandable, Martha 
still had misplaced priorities! 

 
How does a believer know when they have misplaced 
priorities life? 



• Luke 10:41 “The Lord answered her, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and upset about many 
things.” 
o Martha was NOT a peace! 

▪ She was “worried” and “upset” 

• Clearly, Marth’s frustration shows! 
o She’s uptight, tense, and even telling Jesus what 

to do 
 
Is this what Jesus wanted for Martha? NO! 

• Was Jesus interested in a 5-star meal? No 

• Was Jesus going to be upset if the house wasn’t 
perfect? No! 

 
Again, I can’t fault Martha too much, because a normal 
rabbi would have expected, in fact, demanded such 
treatment, but Jesus is different! 
 
One error we can make in 2023 is to think that Jesus 
demands us to DO many things for Him, but in reality, 
Jesus just wants us to BE with Him! 
 
Why should you pray?  

• NOT to DO a task or check off your daily prayer, but 
we should pray to BE WITH JESUS! 

 



Why should you read God’s Word?  

• NOT to DO a task or keep a streak going on your 
Bible app, but we should read God’s Word to BE 
WITH JESUS! 

 
Why should you attend worship?  

• NOT to DO a task, but to worship Jesus with other 
Christ-followers 

 
Why should you meditate on Scripture?  

• To be with Jesus, to hear His voice, and to 
understand His heart! 

 
When prayer, Scripture reading, memorizing, mediation, 
and attending worship become tasks that cause us to be 
“upset” and “worried” then we have a WARNING that we 
have misplaced priorities. 

• If you are UPSET that you missed a day in your Bible 
App, perhaps it is a warning sign that you are reading 
the Bible NOT to be with Jesus but to keep a streak 
alive!  

• If attending worship is a CHORE, it is a warning sign 
that you are attending NOT to be with Jesus and His 
people, but out of duty! 

• If you feel like “I’d better say my prayers” it is a 
warning sign that you are “worried” God is going to 



be mad at you and that you are not praying to Be 
with Jesus! 

 
Don’t get onto Martha too badly, because WE are ALL 
GUILTY of misplaced priorities when it comes to our 
relationship with Jesus! 

• Maybe your priorities were misplaced in 2022, are 
they going to be in 2023? 

 
Jesus’ response to Martha’s protest about Mary was NOT 
what she expected: Luke 10:42 “but one thing is 
necessary. Mary has made the right choice, and it will not 
be taken away from her.” 

• Martha was probably shocked because in that 
culture a woman’s task was to take care of the 
household and Mary appeared to be neglecting her 
task! 

 
Jesus points out that Mary recognized something Martha 
did not—Jesus was not an ordinary rabbi and she wanted 
to listen to Him! 

• Mary was more interested in HEARING Jesus than 
doing things for Jesus! 

• Mary was more interested in LISTENING to Jesus 
than doing things for Jesus. 

 



Top Priority: Listening to Jesus  
 
Why does Luke include this account?  

• Scholars argue that Luke’s Gospel is not arranged 
necessarily chronologically, but theologically.  
o In other words, he arranges the accounts of 

Jesus to convey something about God. 

• A BIG theme in Luke is the Kingdom of God has 
arrived with Jesus Christ and people need to LISTEN 
to Him 
o Starting Luke 6, 7, 8, 9 and now 10 there is the 

constant call to LISTEN to Jesus 
▪ Luke 6:27 “But I say to you who listen: Love 

your enemies…” 
▪ Luke 7:1 “When he had concluded saying all 

this to the people who were listening, he 
entered Capernaum. 

▪ Luke 8:8 “As he said this, he called out, “Let 
anyone who has ears to hear listen.” 

▪ Luke 8:18 “Therefore take care how you 
listen.” 

▪ Luke 9:35 “Then a voice came from the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, the Chosen 
One; listen to him!” 

▪ Luke 10:16 “Whoever listens to you listens 
to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And 



whoever rejects me rejects the one who 
sent me.” 

o Luke 10:39 “She had a sister named Mary, who 
also sat at the Lord’s feet and was listening to 
what he said. 

• In Luke 10:13-16, Jesus blasted the towns of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum because they 
would not LISTEN to His message! 

 
I believe Luke includes this story because it illustrates 
two sets of priorities: 

• Martha’s priority is to provide the perfect 
environment FOR Jesus 

• Mary’s priority is to LISTEN TO JESUS 
 

WE 
 
It is 2023 and WE have NEW YEAR ahead of us! 

• Do you have plans to DO anything different? 

• Do you have plans to BE different in any way? 
 

Your FIRST PRIORITY for 2023 MUST BE to BE WITH 
JESUS! 

• Listen to what God says about How to live life 

• Listen to what God says about how to use our 
personalities for His glory 



• Listen to what God says about how to navigate a 
fallen world 

• Pray, not out of necessity, but out of desire to 
commune with Christ 

• Read the Scriptures, not out of duty, but out of 
delight and anticipation 

• Meditate on God’s Word 

• Apply God’s Word 
 
LISTEN to JESUS!  
 
If you are a believer, you have the Holy Spirit in you! 

• He will teach you if you are listening! 

• He will guide you, if you are listening! 

• He will comfort you, if you are listening! 
 
PQ: Is listen to Jesus Your Top Priority? 


