
Return of the Demons 
Luke 11:24-26 

 
ETS: Jesus warned that spiritual wickedness fills empty hearts 
ESS: Spiritual wickedness fills empty hearts and generations 
OSS: I want people to understand the need to allow the Holy Spirit to fill their heart and what is 
happening when a country turns from God. 
PQ: Is God filling your Heart? 
UW: Vacuum  
 

ME 
 
How many have been to Saint Louis?  
Has anyone been to the Fox Theatre in St. Louis? 
 
The Fox Theatre in St. Louis is one of the few remaining Fox theatres that was built in the 
heyday of silent movies. 

• Theatre organs, like the one that used to be at the Paramount Music Palace, were used 
to provide the music and sound effects for silent movies.  

o When “talking” movies were invented in the late 1920s, the theatre organs 
slowly stopped being used.  

• In some large theatres, like the St. Louis Fox, the organ was still used to provide 
entrance and exit music.  

o For several decades the main organist at the Fox Theatre was a man names Stan 
Kann 

▪ Stan had an interesting hobby, collecting vacuum cleaners  
 
Why anyone would collect vacuum cleaners is unknown to me! 
 
How do vacuum cleaners work?  

• They create a suction that pulls dirt out of a carpet into an empty bag or container.  
 
If the bag is FULL, the vacuum cleaner does not work very well or may stop working.! 
 

GOD 
Not a fun sermon to preach! 
 
Luke 11:24 “When an unclean spirit comes out of a person, it roams through waterless places 
looking for rest, and not finding rest, it then says, ‘I’ll go back to my house that I came from.’” 

• What is an “Unclean” spirit? 
 
In the period between the OT and NT, there were books such as 1 Enoch, Jubilees and others 
that were written. 

• These books contained supposed accounts of what happened before the flood. 



• They taught that the “sons of God” in Genesis 6:1-4 are fallen, heavenly beings who 
descended at Mt. Hermon and married the daughters of men. 

o The children they produced were hybrid humans that were giants, called 
Nephilim  

▪ There is plenty of evidence worldwide that giants once existed on the 
earth.  

o The fallen angels taught humanity magic spells, potions, cosmetics, and other 
things - which would explain where that knowledge came from.  

▪ These creatures and their offspring were so wicked that God decided to 
destroy the world with a flood.  

• The Nephilim died in the flood, but because they were hybrid beings, their spirits were 
confined to the earth, thus was the beginning of “demons”  

o Because these spirit beings were the creation of a human/fallen angel union, 
they were called “unclean spirits” by the Jews. 

We don’t read of fallen angels possessing people, but rather demons. 

• Perhaps the reason demons have this ability is that they are the result of human/angel 
unions.  

 
To be clear, the Bible doesn’t teach explain where demons came from, but this was what was 
taught in the years before Jesus and during Jesus’ time by those in the religious community. 

• The fact that Jude quotes from 1 Enoch demonstrates the book was well-known.  
 
Notice Jesus does not refer to them as “demons” but as “unclean spirits” 

• WHY? Maybe to identify what these entities are: UNCLEAN 
 
Are demons active today? Yes. 
 
In vs. 19, Jesus alludes to the fact that there were Jews who drove out demons. 

• Acts 19:13 reports there were “Itinerate Jewish exorcists”  

• Luke 9:49 reports about a man casting out demons in Jesus’ name who was NOT a 
disciple of Jesus. 

 
So, exorcisms happened before Jesus and afterward.  
 
But Jesus points out a problem: Luke 11:24 “When an unclean spirit comes out of a person, it 
roams through waterless places looking for rest, and not finding rest, it then says, ‘I’ll go back to 
my house that I came from.’” 

• Problem: Demons can return, in fact, they want to return if they cannot find another 
person open to possession.  

 
Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 

 
Luke 11:25 Returning, it finds the house swept and put in order. 



• Why has the house been swept and put in order? Because the demon is gone! 
o The word translated “Put in order” also refers to “adornment” or being 

beautified. 
▪ In other words, the demon finds the house, pleasing to the eye.  

 
What does the demon do? Luke 11:26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they enter and settle down there. As a result, that person’s last condition is worse 
than the first.” 
 
WHY does Jesus teach this?  

• In vss. 14-23 Jesus was  
o Accused of casting out demons by Beelzebul’s power 

▪ Jesus’ argument: If I cast out demons by Beelzebul, is this how your sons 
cast out demons? 

o Problem with how others were casting out demons: There was no one to fill the 
house once the demons had left! 

▪ These itinerate Jewish exorcists and others may be able to remove 
demons, but if there is not a STRONG MAN to take up residence in the 
house, they may return, and with a stronger vengeance! 

 
SOMETHING is going to fill spiritual voids! 
 
STOP THE TAPE: IF you have repented of sin, turned to Christ, and placed your faith in Him for 
salvation, you cannot be possessed by a demon! 

• WHY? Because the moment you put your faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit moves into your 
spirit.  

o The Holy Spirit is the third member of the godhead (i.e., He is God) and thus THE 
STRONG MAN. 

 
Now, a Christ-follower can be tempted by demons; maybe oppressed, but he/she cannot be 
OWNED or POSSESSED by a demon. 

• Christ owns the believer 
o You were “Bought with a price” 

 
HOW does this apply to believers?  

• While you cannot be owned by demons, you can allow other things like lust, pride, 
greed, etc. take residence in your life. 

o The Holy Spirit INDWELLS every believer, which prevents demons from owning 
believers, HOWEVER, if you do not all the Holy Spirit to FILL you, then sin will.  

 
HOW do you keep the Holy Spirit from FILLING YOU? 

• You Quench or ignore Him when He convicts you of sin 



o The more ignore the Holy Spirit’s conviction, the greater the opening for sin to 
rule in your life.  

▪ Before you know it, pride, lust, greed, etc. becomes the driving force in 
your life.  

• Clouding your relationship with God. 
 

Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 
 
I want to take this reality that Jesus states to a LARGER Level.  
 
Luke stops and does not record an additional statement I want to also focus on this morning. 

• Probably the reason the Holy Spirit did not have Luke include this additional statement 
is because his audience was gentiles and they have always been pagans, who 
worshiped many gods. 

o The worship of a One True God was NOT in the gentile vocabulary. 
 
But when you look at Matthew’s account, whose original target audience was Jews, he records 
an additional statement: Matthew 12:43-45 “When an unclean spirit comes out of a person, it 
roams through waterless places looking for rest but doesn’t find any. 44 Then it says, ‘I’ll go back 
to my house that I came from.’ Returning, it finds the house vacant, swept, and put in order. 45 
Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and settle 
down there. As a result, that person’s last condition is worse than the first. That’s how it will also 
be with this evil generation.” 

• In Matthew’s account, Jesus applies activities to a generation 
 
What is Jesus saying?  

• He states that a generation will be worse off if the STRONG MAN (Jesus) is not present in 
that generation! 

o He is saying that a generation from whom the demon was once removed, if that 
generation does not allow the STRONG MAN (Jesus) to move in, then the demon 
may return, bring his buddies, and that generation will be worse than when it 
began! 

 
Why did Jesus call them an “evil generation”? 

• Mt. 11:16 They want God to conform to their wishes 
o Unresponsive to Jesus’ message 

• Mt 12:39 Demanding a sign from God which Jesus said is a characteristic of “An evil and 
adulterous generation” (Mt. 16:4) 

• Mt. 12:41 An evil and adulterous generation REFUSES to repent 

• Mt. 12:42 An evil and adulterous generation REFUSES to LISTEN to God 

• Mt. 17:17 Unbelieving and perverse generation 
 
Two different GENERATIONS in Jesus’ Teaching 



• The “Generation” in His day that rejected Him 

• The “Generation” that is alive when He returns 
 
The GENERATION at Jesus’ Return 
 
Matthew 24:32-35 “Learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its branch becomes tender 
and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these 
things, recognize that he is near—at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.” (Cf. Mk. 13; Lk 21:29-33 
 
Who/What is the Fig Tree? 

• Many, including myself, believe this is a reference to the rebirth of Israel  
o IN 70 A.D. the temple was destroyed 
o By 135 A.D. the remaining Jews were expelled  

▪ There was no Israel or Jewish state for almost 2,000 years until May 14, 
1948. 

• “When the fig tree buds, these things are near” – which could mean that we are in that 
“generation”! 

o God defines a generation time period as 100 years in Genesis 15:13,16 “Then the 
Lord said to Abram, “Know this for certain: Your offspring will be resident aliens 
for four hundred years in a land that does not belong to them and will be 
enslaved and oppressed… In the fourth generation they will return here, for the 
iniquity of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 

▪ If this is true then I believe we can expect Jesus’ return between 1948 and 
2048 and 2048 is only 25 years away! 

 
In Matthew 24:9-13 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted, and they will kill you. You 
will be hated by all nations because of my name. 10 Then many will fall away, betray one 
another, and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 
Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved.” 
 
HOW does a generation of people get to that point? 
 
In Jesus’ generation, HE was… 

• Sweeping the house clean by casting out demons 
o BUT, His generation refused to accept Jesus as the STRONG MAN (aka Messiah) 

▪ Ultimately, the “unclean spirit” returned and brought even more evil 
spirits with it.  

• History and Scripture reveal that Jesus’ followers were 
persecuted, families were divided over Jesus, and false teachers 
poured into the church. 



o Ultimately, the Jews were kicked out of their homeland 
and remained without a country until 1948.  

 
Since that is what happened to Jesus’ generation, and IF we are living in the generation that 
has seen the “fig tree budding” is there evidence it is happening?  

• It certainly appears that is what is happening today —even in America! 
 
Here is a quick synopsis…. 

• The Jews largely rejected and still reject Jesus as the Messiah, so the gospel was taken to 
the Gentiles 

o Ultimately, the gospel prevailed and the Roman Empire adopted Christianity as 
its "official religion” 

▪ The Romans rejected the false gods they worshiped and made 
Christianity the official religion in 323 A.D. 

 
The WESTERN house has been “Swept” from the control of demons 

• No more would a PANTHEON of gods be the focus of Gentile worship in the WEST. 
 
CHALLENGE: If Satan could get European countries to reject God, then America would 
eventually follow. 

• Five years ago, the Guardian had an article with this headline: “Christianity as default is 
gone': the rise of a non-Christian Europe: Figures show a majority of young adults in 12 
countries have no faith.” 

o If Satan could get Europe to turn its back on God, PERHAPS he could sway 
America to follow suit! 

 
THE PRIZE: The strongest and most prosperous nation ever to be on earth! 
THE PROBLEM: It was founded on Judeo-Christian principles which still largely influence the 
culture 
 
Although America has its flaws, the worship of the One True God was the basic underpinning 
of our culture. 

• For decades our schools opened with a prayer to God, the Bible was taught to young 
people, our morality was based on Scripture and our churches taught the Scriptures.  

• All but 1 of our IVY LEAGUES schools (Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Brown, etc.) began as 
seminaries or had strong Christian roots of our schools. 

• Our courthouses had the 10 commandments on displays and church nativity scenes 
were common on public land.  

• Our short history is dotted with “Great Awakenings” characterized by widespread 
revival resulting in large numbers of people being baptized, churches growing, and the 
general attitude of biblical-based morality.  

o Many here today remember the tremendous growth of the church, particularly 
more conservative, evangelical congregations after WW2. 



▪ Many here remember or attended large Billy Graham crusades where 
tens of thousands of people packed into stadiums to hear the Gospel.  

 
Overall, you could say that since the Gospel penetrated Western Civilization, our collective 
house was “swept, ornate and not vacant” because the West had abandoned the old gods of 
the past and accepted Christ and His teachings as our standards for life and practice.  
 
The ONLY WAY the demons could get back in control of the HOUSE of Western Civilization is if 
he could get the people to turn their back on God.  
 
THE PRIZE: The strongest and most prosperous nation ever to be on earth! 

• If Satan could get into America’s house, if the demons could move back in, then the rest 
of the world could be swayed.  

o After all, America sends more Christian missionaries than any country in the 
world, but IF America could be changed from a missionary-sending nation to the 
largest distributor of pornography then Satan could easily affect the world. 

▪ According to Daily Mail.com, the United States provides 60% of 
pornography for the world. Holland is 2nd place with a 26% share.   

• If the demons could move back in, then he could leverage the media, which is sent 
throughout the world, politicians, academics, and the religious community spread his 
message, which is “You don’t need God. You are just fine the way you are. You are now 
enlightened. The only sin is failure to affirm people.” 

 
The demons had been kicked out of the Roman Empire and the West by the Gospel by the 
fourth century A.D. and replaced by Christianity, but if Satan could get them back into Western 
Civilization, and especially into America, the state of the world would be “worse than the first!”  
 
Jesus said that if the “unclean spirit” returns and it finds the “house vacant, swept, and in 
order” Luke 11:26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they 
enter and settle down there. As a result, that person’s last condition is worse than the first.” 
 
What spirits might the returning “unclean spirit” bring?  

• Answer: the same “spirits” that seduced another country that was built on the worship 
of the One True God: Ancient Israel. 

 
When you read the Old Testament, you will find three “gods” that the Israelites primarily 
followed and it is these “gods” (small “g”) that have moved into the Western house! 

• By the way, when I say “gods” I am not talking about entities that as powerful as GOD 
(YHWH).  

o These are created and limited beings. 
 
Do I believe these “gods” are real? Yes! 

• Jesus believed “unclean spirits” are real and these “gods” are part of that spirit realm 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2397058/Internet-porn-map-world-reveals-US-Holland-Britain-largest-providers-world


o These “gods” are not the product of the fallen angel/human union that 
produced demons, but they are fallen angels or fallen sons of God, like Satan.  

 
One of the “gods” that seduced Israel was Baal 

• “Baal” was his Canaanite name 
o He was the CHIEF god in the Canaanite pantheon of God 

▪ The ancient Jews were constantly drawn away and enticed to worship 
Baal from the time of Moses (Numbers 25) until the Babylonian captivity.  

• During the reign of Ahab and Jezebel, Baal was made the chief god 
of the northern kingdom of Israel! 

 
Why did the Israelites often reject the One True God and follow after Baal? 

• Because Baal was considered the god of fertility, prosperity, gain, and fruitfulness. 
 
Baal has been known by many other names: 

• The Greeks called Baal, Zeus 

• The Romans called Baal, Jupiter  
 
When Israel would turn away from GOD they would turn to Baal or the Baals. 

• Baal was anti-the One True God; he stood in opposition to God 
 
In the mid-twentieth century, America was still viewed as a “Christian” nation 

• That does not mean every American was a Christian, but the basic beliefs of Christianity 
were the underpinnings of our nations.  

o Newspapers, even liberal ones, printed sermons on Sunday 
o Most businesses were closed on Sunday for people to attend church 
o Schools had a time of prayer, which were often led by teachers or the principal  
o Biblical morality was advocated even in movies, books, and magazines 

▪ In fact, in TV shows, married couples often were seen sleeping in separate 
twin beds! 

 
How did America go from that era to what it is today? 

• The SAME WAY Israel did — we forgot God! 
 

Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 
 
Baal’s mission is to turn people away from God.  
 
We are rebellious against God by nature and while the seeds of rebellion in America have 
always been here, they reached their breakout point in the 1960s. 
 
The decade of the 60’s saw…. 

• Prayer removed from schools 

https://armstronginstitute.org/325-zeus-baal-and-a-rare-bronze-bull-idol-discovered-in-greece#:~:text=The%20Zeus%2Dbull%20connection%20goes,the%20later%20equivalent%20of%20Zeus).
https://www.climate-policy-watcher.org/ancient-history/baalbek-temple-and-city-destructions-summary.html#:~:text=Remember%20Jupiter%20goes%20by%20many,is%20Baal%20of%20our%20Baalbek.


• God’s Word was then removed from schools 
 
Education expert William Jeynes stated: “One can argue, and some have, that the decision by 
the Supreme Court – in a series of three decisions back in 1962 and 1963 – to remove Bible and 
prayer from our public schools, may be the most spiritually significant event in our nation’s 
history over the course of the last 55 years.” 
 
According to Jeynes, since 1963 there have been five negative developments in the nation’s 
public schools: 

1. Academic achievement has plummeted, including SAT scores. 
2. Increased rate of out-of-wedlock births 
3. Increase in illegal drug use 
4. Increase in juvenile crime 
5. Deterioration of school behavior 

 
Other facts included a comparison between the top five complaints of teachers from 1940-1962  

• Then: talking, chewing gum, making noise, running in the halls, and getting out of turn 
in line 

• Now: rape, robbery, assault, burglary, and arson from 1963 to the present. 
 

By removing God and His Word from our schools, Baal could distance children from God and 
exposure to His Word. 

• Newspapers stopped printing sermons 

• Magazines stopped endorsing Christian values 

• Jesus’ name and God’s name became common swears word in Television and movies 

• In 1980, the Supreme Court, ruled the 10 commandments could no longer be displayed 
in public schools, although the 10 commandments hang in the Supreme Court 
chambers!  

 
When we forgot God, we left our “Swept and ornate” house “Vacant” which gave the “gods” 
the opportunity to return. 
 
According to information discovered on tablets in the 1920s and 1946 in Ugarit and Ebla, Baal 
was a “god” who waged war using politics, morality, spirituality, and culture.  

• Baal was the “god” of prosperity 
o As America grew prosperous after WW2, and as we removed God from the 

schools, marketplace, and media, we began to worship at the altar of prosperity.  
▪ We moved from the worship of “ALMIGHTY GOD” to the “ALMIGHTY 

DOLLAR” 

• “Prosperity Gospel” invaded our churches where preaching about 
holiness and obedience have been supplanted by sermons on how 
God wants you financially wealthy and prosperous.  

• BULL’S were used as a symbol for Baal 

https://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/penny-starr/education-expert-removing-bible-prayer-public-schools-has-caused-decline


o Soon the BULL became the symbol of American financial prosperity 
▪ A BULL market is when the stock market is going up and a BEAR market is 

when it is going down.  

• Today, an enormous sculpture of a charging bull resides in the 
financial district of Wall Street. 

o Was anyone thinking of Baal when the bull was installed? 
NO. But the BULL is a symbol for Baal. 

 
We could spend another hour just talking about how turning from God in America, Baal has 
ushered in  

• New Age and its worship of the earth 

• An increasing call/desire for socialism, communism, and Marxism — especially among 
our youth. 

• Political correctness/wokism 
 
Is it any wonder that a replica of the arch from the temple of Baalshamin, which was a temple 
dedicated to Baal in the city of Palmyra in the 1st century, and it stood for 2,000 years until ISIS 
tore it down in 2015 appeared in London, New York City and later Washington, D.C. dubbed as 
the “Arch of Triumph.”  
 

Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 
 
When Israel turned away from the ONE TRUE GOD, and turned to Baal, they also turned to 
other “gods” linked to Baal.  
 
Who are the other “spirits” that have entered our house?  

• Another “god” associated with Baal that the Israelites followed was the “Queen of 
Heaven” 

o Jer. 7:18 “The sons gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead 
dough to make cakes for the queen of heaven, and they pour out drink offerings 
to other gods so that they provoke me to anger.” 

▪ She was also called Ashtoreth or Ashteroth in the Bible  

• Baal and Ashtoreth and Ashtoreth were linked together  
o Judges 10:6 “Then the Israelites again did what was evil in 

the sight of the Lord. They worshiped the Baals and the 
Ashtoreths, the gods of Aram, Sidon, and Moab, and the 
gods of the Ammonites and the Philistines. They 
abandoned the Lord and did not worship him. 

• In Assyria, Babylon, and much of the Mesopotamian world she was known as Ishtar.  

• To the Greeks she became Aphrodite and her lover was the god Adonis 

• To the Romans she became the goddess, Venus.  
 
She is known as the god of sexuality, seduction, and sorcery. 



 
When did Ashtoreth arrive in America? In the 1960s! 

• In the same decade we removed God from our schools, the Sexual Revolution began. 
 
Since the days of “Drugs, Sex, and Rock n’ Roll” we have…  

• Legalized gay marriage 

• Legitimized sex outside of marriage 

• Celebrated men who say they are women and women who say they are men 
o People who say they are neither 
o We now have 70 or 80 new genders and in places like New York, if you misgender 

someone you can be fined.  

• Seen the decline in two-parent homes 

• Become the number-one distributor of porn to the world 

• Nudity fills our movies  
 
Asthoreth is the goddess of sorcery and in the Scripture, the word “phramikia” is translated as 
“sorcery.” Since the 1960s,  

• Drug usage has skyrocketed 

• Fentanyl overdose is now the Number One cause of death for young people between 18 
and 45.  

 
Regarding witchcraft … 

• 2018 New York Times headline “The Return of Paganism: Maybe there actually is a 
genuinely post-Christian future for America.” 

o “Institutional Christianity has weakened drastically since the 1960s.” 

• Satanic temples are now in major cities in the country.  
o Did you know there is a Satanic Temple in Indiana?  

• Satan clubs are now being hosted in Schools 
 

Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 
 
One last “more evil spirit” that has been brought into our house is MOLECH 
o Lev. 18:21 “You are not to sacrifice any of your children in the fire to Molech. Do not profane 

the name of your God; I am the Lord.” 
 
Molech is the god of human sacrifice (Sacrifices were made to Baal too!)  
o Most often it was the children who were sacrificed to Molech 
 
When the Gospel came to nations, child sacrifice ended, but when those nations turn their back 
on God, Molech reenters  
o Since the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, over 60 million children have been killed through 

abortion.  
 

https://www.foxnews.com/us/fentanyl-overdoses-leading-cause-death-adults
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/12/opinion/christianity-paganism-america.html
https://www.tstindiana.com/
https://search.yahoo.com/search?fr=mcafee&type=E211US105G91647&p=satanic+club+in+school


When that decision was overturned recently and sent back to the individual states, many 
celebrities spoke of having an abortion as a great decision.  
o Jan. 6, 2020 “Pregnant Michelle Williams Thanks Abortion For Her Golden Globe Win”. 

▪ “In her speech, she credited the death of her unborn baby with the success she now 
enjoys.” 

 
Spiritual Wickedness Fills Vacancies 

 
WE 

 
What do WE do with all this?  
 
Matthew 24:14 “This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 
o Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it.” 
 
Just like the church in the early days of the Roman Empire, we have a mission: To be light in the 
darkness! 
o People are searching for TRUTH! 
 
IF you are one of them, I challenge you: Look around at what is happening in our culture—
perhaps what is happening in your family! 
o Is this a culture at peace with itself? NO! 
o Is this a culture that is stable? NO! 
o Are YOU at peace?  
o DO you know what is going to happen when YOU DIE?  
 
If you are not a believer, you need the STRONG MAN to move into your spirit! 
o If a believer, you need to allow the Holy Spirit to fill you so you can stand against the evil 

around you.  
 
PQ: Is God Filling Your Heart?  

https://www.dailywire.com/news/pregnant-michelle-williams-thanks-abortion-for-her-golden-globe-win

