
Why You Shouldn’t Fear Satan 
Luke 11:14-23 

 
ETS: The driving out of demons was evidence that Jesus is 
the strong man 
ESS: Jesus is the strong man who is ruler over all 
OSS: I want people to take courage in dark days 
PQ: Are you living in fear? 
UW: End Times/Fear 
 

ME 
 

As a child, I was gullible. 

• I remember going to a neighbor’s house when we 
lived in Alexandria and my friend’s mother told me 
that they put sawdust in the gravy to make it taste 
good! 
o Of course, I believed it! 

 
Why did I believe it?  

• Because my friend told me 

• Because my neighbor’s mother told me! 
o Certainly, THEY ould not lie to me! 

 
Has anyone heard the phrase: “You can do anything you 
want to do” or “You can be anything you want to be”? 



• I used to believe that was true, but it is NOT! 
o I cannot be a professional basketball player no 

matter how much I practice! 
▪ WHY? I don’t have the basic skills needed 

and NO MATTER how much I practice, I will 
NEVER have those skills.  

 
I know why people say that phrase because it is 
motivational, but it is NOT TRUE! 

 
WE 

 
Okay, I’m about to get POLITICALLY INCORRECT…. 
 
Recently, I’ve heard politicians say “A woman can do 
anything a man can do.” 

• I’m sorry that is a lie! 
o A woman cannot run as fast as a man, lift as 

much weight as a man, and cannot even open a 
jar of pickles (Just kidding!) 

• A MAN cannot do anything a woman can do! 
o A man cannot give birth 
o A man cannot nurse a child 
o A man cannot be a good-looking as a woman! 

 



Two words that have become prominent since the 
COVID-19 pandemic are: Misinformation and 
Disinformation.  

• Before we start with “mis” or “dis” we need to know 
what “information” is: 
o Information is “knowledge gained through 

study, communication, research, instruction, 
etc.; factual data” 

 
Misinformation is often the outgrowth of disinformation 

• Disinformation is to deliberately leak false or 
misleading information to confuse 
o Disinformation is deliberate and includes 

malicious content such as hoaxes, spear 
phishing, and propaganda.  
▪ Disinformation is released to spread fear 

and suspicion among the population. 

• Misinformation is giving false or misleading 
information 
o Examples include rumors, insults, and pranks. 

▪ In other words, there may be some truth in 
it, but it is not completely true.  

 
WHY do we believe MISSinformation and DIS 
information?  



• The same reasons why I believed there was sawdust 
in my gravy! 
o Someone I TRUSTED told me it was in there 
o Someone I respected as an AUTHORITY told me 

there was sawdust in my gravy 
 
Fifty years ago, the Sugar Research Foundation (today 
known as the Sugar Association) paid three Harvard 
scientists to publish a review of research on sugar, fat, 
and heart disease in the prestigious New England Journal 
of Medicine. The SRF reviewed drafts of the article before 
it was published in 1967. Their “findings” cited fat as the 
culprit in heart disease and downplayed the role of sugar.  

• Internal memos a plan to direct attention away from 
sugar and provided the researchers with both the 
papers that the industry wanted to be reviewed and 
the results it favored. The Harvard scientists were 
paid what would today be $50,000 (adjusted for 
inflation). 

• “To minimize the association with sugar, the authors 
seem to have cherry-picked existing data,” wrote 
Nestle, a professor of nutrition, food studies, and 
public health at New York University. “Their review 
gave far more credence to the studies implicating 
saturated fat than it did to those implicating sugar.” 

https://www.thevintagenews.com/2018/01/30/sugar-industry/?chrome=1


o The theory that fat, not sugar, causes heart 
disease influenced decades of food marketing, 
advice, and consumption. 

• Two of the three Harvard scientists later held 
positions of great influence.  
o Dr. Mark Hegsted went on to become the head 

of nutrition at the Department of Agriculture, 
where he helped draft what would become the 
federal government’s nutrition guidelines, 
according to the New York Times.  

o Dr. Frederick J. Stare was Harvard’s chairman of 
nutrition. 

 
According to a study in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, FAT was the cause of heart disease, but the 
study was sponsored by the sugar industry who had a 
vested interest in the CORRECT outcome! 
 
When someone says “that is misinformation” or 
“disinformation,” there is another question that must be 
asked: “According to whom?” 

• WHO is saying that it is “Misinformation” or 
Disinformation? 

• WHY are they calling it “Misinformation” or 
“Disinformation” 



o DO they have a MOTIVE for calling it 
“Misinformation” or “Disinformation” 
▪ Is it in that person’s best interest to label 

something that could be damaging to them 
or their reputation “Misinformation” or 
“Disinformation”? 

 
You may think Misinformation and Disinformation are 
something new, but it goes all the way back to the 
Garden of Eden.  

• Satan is the master at working through people to 
spread misinformation and disinformation! 

 
When Jesus was on the earth, Satan was working 
overtime to keep people from following Jesus and one of 
his tactics was to spread disinformation about Jesus! 
 
Here is a question to ponder:  

• IF YOU were alive at Jesus’ time, HOW would YOU 
know WHO was telling the truth? 
o Is Jesus telling the truth about Himself or are the 

religious leaders telling the truth about Jesus?  
▪ WHO would you believe, an itinerate 

carpenter with NO rabbinical training OR 
the trained rabbis? 

 



GOD 
 

Turn to Luke 11 
 
Luke 11:14-16 “Now he was driving out a demon that 
was mute. When the demon came out, the man who had 
been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But 
some of them said, “He drives out demons by Beelzebul, 
the ruler of the demons.” 16 And others, as a test, were 
demanding of him a sign from heaven. 

• Charge: Jesus is working with Beelzebul 
o Who is Beelzebul?  

▪ According to the common view, Beelzebul 
was “the ruler of the demons.” 

 
Who has watched the movie “The Lord of the Flies”? 

• Beelzebul is the Greek form of the Hebrew word 
Baal-zabub, which was a pagan Philistine god 
worshiped in the ancient Philistine city of Ekron 
during the Old Testament times. 
o Baal-zabub means “Lord of the flies” 

• Apparently, the Philistines worshiped this god 
because he was believed to be a flying god and the 
one who delivered them from bites the flies.  

 



When the Jews defeated the Philistines, they changed 
the name of their god (Baal-zebub) to Beelzebul, which 
means “Lord of dung”.  

• Apparently, he was also called by the Jews, the “god 
of filth” because flies land on dung.  

 
So, Beelzebul was considered a dirty, filthy god.  

• If you wanted to really discredit someone — 
especially a religious teacher — or slander him, you 
link him with Beelzebub! 

 
This apparently wasn’t the FIRST TIME this accusation 
had been made about Jesus. 
Matthew’s Gospel has three different times Jesus was 
linked with Beelzebul: 

• Matthew 9:32-34 “Just as they were going out, a 
demon-possessed man who was unable to speak 
was brought to him. 33 When the demon had been 
driven out, the man who had been mute spoke, and 
the crowds were amazed, saying, “Nothing like this 
has ever been seen in Israel!” 34 But the Pharisees 
said, “He drives out demons by the ruler of the 
demons.” 

 
WHO was making this accusation?  

• The Pharisees! 



 
WHO are the Pharisees?  

• They were leaders in the synagogues – which is 
where children were taught the Hebrew Scriptures, 
they gathered for worship on Saturday 
o They would be like your local pastor 

• They were middle-class businessmen 

• They believed the Scriptures were the Word of God 

• They also believed that oral tradition, and the 
additional commandments that had developed 
through the oral tradition, are to be kept. 

 
A lot of people looked up the Pharisees because they 
were: 

• Leaders in the synagogues 

• Highly educated in the Old Testament – (they were 
“experts”) 

• Highly educated in the rabbinic traditions 

• Known for their piety 

• Easily recognizable by their dress 

• Part of the Sanhedrin-the ruling body over the Jews 
regarding religious matters 

• Had authority 
 
From Matthew, we know that the Pharisees made this 
accusation against Jesus 



• They said Jesus “drives out demons by the ruler of 
the demons.” 

 
Would this accusation carry weight? YES! 

• Tonight on GNN News, “Experts say that this Jesus is 
casting out demons by the ruler of demons. We are 
here at the First Synagogue of Indianapolis with Rev. 
Dr. Josiah Cohen. Dr. Cohen what is your opinion 
about this itinerate rabbi who is allegedly casting out 
demons?” 
o Dr. Cohen, “Clearly, He does not meet the profile 

of the Messiah. He is from Nazareth, a carpenter 
by trade, and He does not hold any divinity 
degrees.  

• So, “Dr. Cohen, what do you believe is happening?” 
o Well, it is my expert opinion that this itinerate 

carpenter is somehow aligned with the 
Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons, this “lord of 
dung” to cast out demons.” 

 
The next day you log onto the internet and you see 
articles:  

• “Experts agree that Jesus is using the power of 
demons to cast out demons.” 

 



Have you ever wondered WHY the church in German did 
not OPPOSE Hitler?  

• Did you ever wonder how the German people by the 
thousands would fill stadiums and shout “Hayle 
Hitler”? 

 
It didn’t happen overnight but occurred through a series 
of intentional deceptions.  

• Nazi Joseph Goebbels was the director of 
propaganda for Hitler 

• According to Biography.com “Once installed, 
Goebbels began creating the Führer myth around 
Hitler, punctuating it with huge rallies geared toward 
converting the German people to Nazism. His day-to-
day activities also included designing posters, 
publishing propaganda pieces, using his bodyguards 
to incite street battles and generally increasing 
political agitation. 

• His control of the propaganda machine stretched 
over all media of the time—newspapers, radio, 
films, theater, literature, music and the arts 

 
Apparently, Joseph Goebbels’ motto was: “Repeat a lie 
often enough and it becomes the truth” 

• In other words, if people hear a lie long enough 

https://www.biography.com/political-figure/joseph-goebbels


• If that lie is repeated by those in “authority” or the 
“experts” 

• If that lie is sung about, illustrated in movies, 
theaters,  

• If that lie is printed in the papers, online articles, on 
social media 
o People will believe the lie! 

 
Is that happening today? Yes! 
 
This Wednesday, we are going to tackle this topic in-
depth by answering the question: “How do you know 
what is true?” 

• The Bible states that in the “last days” there will be a 
“Great delusion,” and “many hearts will grow cold” 
and the “whole world will follow after the Anti-
Christ.” 

• How and WHY will the MAJORITY of people be 
DECEIVED?  

• How do WE guard against deception? 
 
Let’s get back to our text! 
 
QUESTION: Were the Pharisees REPEATING this Lie? YES! 



In Matthew 10, the next chapter, Matthew gives us more 
information about what Jesus said to His disciples before 
He sent them out on their first evangelistic trip.  

• He predicted that one day they would face 
persecution  
o They would be beaten in the synagogues (Mt. 

10:17) 
o They would taken before kings (Mt. 10:18) 
o They would be betrayed and hated (Mt. 10:21) 

 
Mt 10:24-25 “A disciple is not above his teacher, or a 
slave above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple to 
become like his teacher and a slave like his master. If they 
called the head of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more 
the members of his household!” 

• They (the experts, Pharisees, etc) are calling Jesus 
“Beelzebul” 
o POINT: IF they are calling Jesus, Beelzebul, they 

will do the same to His followers! 
 
Apparently, this LIE that Jesus was in cahoots with 
Beelzebul was circulating! 
 
Matthew 12, the lie strikes again! 

• Matthew 12:22-24 “Then a demon-possessed man 
who was blind and unable to speak was brought to 



him. He healed him, so that the man could both 
speak and see. 23 All the crowds were astounded 
and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 24 When 
the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man drives 
out demons only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons.” 

 
Mark 3, seems to record the same accusation in 
ANOTHER setting: 

• Mark 3:20-22 “Jesus entered a house, and the crowd 
gathered again so that they were not even able to 
eat. 21 When his family heard this, they set out to 
restrain him, because they said, “He’s out of his 
mind.” 22 The scribes who had come down from 
Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and, 
“He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons.” 

 
If you put the three gospels together you have:  

• Matthew: The Pharisees accuse Jesus of working 
with Beelzebul 

• Mark: The SCRIBES also accuse Jesus of working 
with Beelzebul 
o The Scribes were also TEACHERS 
o The Scribes were also EXPERTS in the Old 

Testament 
o NOT all Scribes were Pharisees (Mt. 5:20; 12:38) 



o The Scribes were respected in the community 

• Luke: “Some” were saying 
o Seems to be a GENERAL statement that includes 

even the non-Pharisees or scribes 
▪ In other words, many people were also 

buying into this idea! 
 
John doesn’t record this accusation, but people were 
buying into the accusation that Jesus was demon-
possessed or working with demons! 

• John 7:20 “You have a demon!” the crowd 
responded.” 

• John 8:48 “The Jews responded to him, “Aren’t we 
right in saying that you’re a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” 

• John 10:20 “Many of them were saying, “He has a 
demon and he’s crazy. Why do you listen to him?” 

• These accusations happened in Jerusalem during 
the Feast of Tabernacles in the Fall, several 
months before His crucifixion, which happened 
the following spring.  

 
So, towards the end of Jesus’ ministry, many people – 
especially those in the capital of Jerusalem—had become 
convinced that Jesus was demon-possessed or working 
with Beelzebul.  



• Is it any wonder why the crowds would later shout 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him?” 
o WHO incited the crowd to start the chant to 

crucify Jesus?  
▪ The “experts,” the members of the 

Sanhedrin.  
 
Were the EXPERTS wrong?  
 
Luke 11:17-19 Knowing their thoughts,  

• They aren’t saying this out loud! 
o WHY? Maybe they are afraid?  

▪ But, clearly the accusation has taken hold in 
the MINDS of many people!  

• The FILTER through which many people 
are viewing Jesus is “he is working with 
demon!” 

 
The goal of disinformation or misinformation is to get 
you to put on a FILTER through which you view 
everything. 
 
The CHALLENGE is to REMOVE the FILTER! 

• How do you REMOVE the FILTER?  
o You ASK QUESTIONS 

▪ Does the accusation make sense? 



▪ Is the accusation consistent with reality? 
o You LISTEN to the other side without filtering it 

through the “experts” 
 
…he told them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 
headed for destruction, and a house divided against itself 
falls. 

• Practically speaking, Is that statement true? Yes! 
o Can a NATION divided against itself continue to 

stand? No! 
o Can a FAMILY divided against itself be a 

cohesive unit? NO! 
o Can a CHURCH divided against itself be a light in 

the community? NO! 
 
Is the destruction Immediate? Not always, but it is 
“headed for destruction” 
 
Do you know how you destroy a strong nation like 
America? From the inside! 
Do you know how you destroy a church that can worship 
freely? From the inside! 
 
Jesus’ asks a question: “18 If Satan also is divided against 
himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say I drive 
out demons by Beelzebul.” 



• Does it make sense that Satan is working against 
himself to destroy his kingdom? No! 
o Satan wants to expand his kingdom not destroy 

it! 
 
Ask the question in reverse: What would be the benefit 
of Satan destroying his kingdom and EXPANDING GOD’S 
kingdom? NONE!  

• Satan wants to destroy God’s kingdom, not expand 
it! 

 
If you just use common sense, you can see that the 
accusation doesn’t make sense! 
 
Then Jesus throws it back at the religious leaders: 19 And 
if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons 
drive them out? For this reason, they will be your 
judges.” 

• I know that many believe that the only way to cast 
out a demon is “in Jesus’ name,” but based on what 
Jesus states, apparently there were those who had 
been casting out demons before Jesus or who not 
doing it in Jesus’ name! 
o Josephus, who lived a wrote shortly after Jesus 

ascended back to heaven related in his writings, 
how he saw a Jew, Eleazar, casting out a demon 



before the Emperor Vespasian (Antiquities 8: 
45– 9). 

• Jesus’ point: If this accusation, that demons can only 
be cast out with the permission of Beelzebul is true, 
then it must be true of “their sons” who had cast out 
demons in the past! 
o Have you heard of the Dead Sea Scrolls?  

▪ The Dead Sea Scrolls are mostly Hebrew, 
manuscripts that were found in 1947. They 
are one of the most important archeological 
finds in history.  

• They contain fragments of the Old 
Testament that are older than any we 
had up to that point. 

• They also contained other ancient 
Jewish writings and one of those is 
called the Genesis Apocryphon.  
o In the Genesis Apocryphon there is 

a story of Abraham exorcising a 
demon out of Pharaoh through 
prayer and the laying on of hands 
(1QGA 20). 
▪ So, if what they are accusing 

Jesus of is true, then is that 
how Abraham exorcised a 
demon from Pharoah? (We 



don’t know if that was a true 
story or not, but the religious 
leaders would have known 
about it.) 

 
The Bible records the fact that OTHERS were casting out 
demons 

• Luke 9:49 “John responded, “Master, we saw 
someone driving out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him because he does not follow us.” 
o Acts 19:13 “Now some of the itinerant Jewish 

exorcists also attempted to pronounce the name 
of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, 
saying, “I command you by the Jesus that Paul 
preaches!”  
▪ Apparently, there were “itinerate Jewish 

exorcists” that made a living trying to cast 
out demons! 

 
Jesus’ point: If this accusation, that demons can only be 
cast out with the permission of Beelzebul is true, then it 
must be true of “their sons” who had cast out demons in 
the past! 

• Would they have denied this claim? Yes! 
 
In other words, they are INCONSISTENT in their claims! 



• Their claim works only ONE WAY—when it benefits 
them – Which is the goal of spreading 
DISinformation! 

 
Luke 11:20 If I drive out demons by the finger of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

• This has been Jesus’ message: The Kingdom of God 
is at hand 

 
Notice Jesus said “If I drive out demons by the finger of 
God” 

• Seems to MOCK any notion that demons are a 
struggle for Him 
o Not, “If I drive out demons by the POWER of 

God” 
▪ Jesus never saw demons as a threat or a 

concern  

• Jesus says it only takes the “finger of God” to drive 
out demons! 

 
What is Jesus’ argument? 
Jesus is the Strong man! 

 
The accusation makes NO SENSE! 

• Jesus casts out demons because He is more 
powerful than the demons 



 
Luke 11:21-23 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards 
his estate, his possessions are secure. 22 But when one 
stronger than he attacks and overpowers him, he takes 
from him all his weapons he trusted in, and divides up 
his plunder.  
 
There are accounts of exorcisms during Jesus’ day 
outside of the Bible, but there is a marked difference! 

• Difference: Jesus did not use any device as part of an 
exorcism  
o “Tools” for exorcism included incense, potions, 

rings, bowls of water, amulets, ashes, and 
various spices. 

• Difference: Jesus also never prayed in conjunction 
with an exorcism  

 
Jesus casts out demons because He is more powerful 
than Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons 

• Jesus is not casting out demons because He has 
permission from Beelzebul! 
o The last thing Beelzebul would want is to lose 

people in Satan’s kingdom!  
▪ Do you think Satan would be happy with 

Beelzebul if he is working with Jesus to 
reduce Satan’s kingdom? NO! 



• Difference: Jesus NEVER invokes a higher power to 
bind a demon before commanding it to come out of 
a person. 
o Jesus never appealed to a higher power to cast 

out a demon, unlike the common procedure in 
other exorcism texts.1 

 
Jesus is the strong man who is  

• “Attacking” – Satan’s Kingdom 
o Remember, WHERE Jesus took His disciples to 

ask them WHO He was (Mt. Hermon area) 
o Remember, WHERE Jesus revealed His glory (Mt. 

Hermon)  

• “Overpowering” – Even the Legion of demons in the 
man at Gerasene could not stop Jesus from casting 
them out.  
o The demons could overpower people by making 

them deaf, and mute, and causing them to cut 
themselves, throw themselves into the fire, etc., 
but they were no match for the Strong Man! 

• takes from him all his weapons he trusted in 
o What are the weapons of Hell? 

▪ Deception 
▪ Fear 

 
1 Heiser, Michael S. Demons: What the Bible Really Says About the Powers of Darkness (p. 204). 
Lexham Press. Kindle Edition. 
 



▪ Oppression 
o Jesus has been freeing the people from these 

weapons 

• divides up his plunder 
o Jesus, the Strong Man, has been growing His 

kingdom by taking people AWAY from Satan’s 
kingdom! 

 
Then the Strong Man issues this statement: 23 Anyone 
who is not with me is against me, and anyone who does 
not gather with me scatters.” 
 
Jesus is calling you to decide: Are you with Him in this 
spiritual war or are you against Him?  
 

YOU 
 
If the EXPERTS agreed with Jesus that He is the STRONG 
MAN, then they’d have to accept that Jesus is the 
Messiah! 

• To accept that Jesus is the Messiah, would mean that 
their interpretation of Scripture was wrong! 
o Isaiah 53 was NOT about the nation of Israel, 

but about a suffering Messiah! 
▪ They simply could not accept that the 

Messiah would suffer! 



• Even today, the Jews reject that Isaiah 
53 is about a suffering Messiah!  

• To accept that Jesus is the Messiah, would mean 
that their strict keeping of the Oral Laws was not 
needed and they had misled people! 
o No one wants to admit they are wrong 
o No one wants to admit that they misled 

people—even if it was done in innocence. 

• To accept that Jesus is the Messiah, would mean 
that they’d have to HUMBLE themselves and follow 
a carpenter who turned into an itinerate rabbi, and 
they were NOT going to do that!  
o Jesus didn’t have the degrees or training! 

 
Accepting that Jesus IS the Strong man is difficult for 
most people! 

• You may be able to accept that Jesus was a good 
teacher  

• You may be able to accept that Jesus was a good 
man 

• You may be able to accept that Jesus did great things 
o But to accept that Jesus is the Strong Man who 

is the God of the Universe, you just can’t go 
there! WHY?  

 



Because you’d have to admit that you need the Strong 
Man to Save you! 

• You’d have to HUMBLE yourself! 
 
Because you’d have to admit that what you believe is 
wrong 

• You do need a Deliverer! 

• You need Help! 
 
Because you’d have to admit that “Experts” in your life 
who told you otherwise were WRONG! 
 
Challenge:  

• Look at what Jesus did 

• Listen to what Jesus said 
 
Ask yourself, WHY did Jesus do these things?  

• What did it benefit for Jesus to be called names like 
“Demon-possessed” 

• What did it benefit for Jesus to allow Himself to be 
crucified?  
o Why did He not defend Himself before Pilate? 

▪ Why did He not lead a rebellion against 
Rome?  

 
Jesus is the Strong man! 



 
He has defeated the powers of sin and death 
He stood up against Satan’s temptations 
He stood up against disinformation and misinformation 
about Him 
He rose from the dead and PROVED He is Who He 
claimed to be. 
 
PQ: Are you with the Strong man! 
 


