
Why Persevere in Prayer 
Luke 11:5-13 

 
ETS: Jesus taught His disciples to pray persistently for the 
Holy Spirit’s filling 
ESS: We are to pray persistently to be filled by the Holy 
Spirit 
OSS: I want people to pray persistently to be filled by the 
Holy Spirit 
PQ: Do you persistently pray to be filled by the Holy 
Spirit? 
UW: Persistence 
 

ME 
 

 
Have you ever hit a wall?  

• I don’t mean like a literal wall, but a wall mentally, 
or maybe a wall physically?  

 
I know some here were in the military.  

• As I understand it, boot camp can be very difficult.  
o They push you in boot camp to literally break 

you.  
o They push you to test your limits.  

 



When I was in school, working on my doctorate. 

• I hit a wall, figuratively.  
o Generally, when you complete a master’s 

degree, you have to wait at least. Three years 
before you’re allowed to start your doctor.  
▪ Part of that is because a Master of Divinity 

degree is a lot longer than a normal 
master’s degree. A typical master’s degree 
is about 35 hours of coursework, but a 
Master of Divinity degree is about 85 to 95 
hours of coursework.  

• So a master divinity is equal to about 3 
master’s degrees in other subjects.  

• I had been working on my Master of Divinity degree 
for five years. 
o  I would travel from my church down to 

Birmingham, Alabama, which was an hour and a 
half drive each way. I would spend all day in 
class, then I would drive back home. For five 
years, I did that.  
▪ Occasionally, I would have to go to the main 

campus in New Orleans and spend a week 
there, in intensive class sessions. 

• I finished my Master of Divinity degree in 2004, and I 
really wanted to do the doctorate.  



o I didn’t have to wait the normal three years to 
start my doctorate degree, because I already 
had another master’s degree before I got my 
Master of Divinity.  
▪ So, they let me go straight into the 

doctorate program. Which, at first, sounded 
exciting!  

o However, about halfway through my program. I 
hit the wall.  
▪ I remember one night, late at night, in my 

office basically having a nervous 
breakdown.  

• I was writing my paper, my 
dissertation, and it was very intense, 
Every time you’d write a section, it 
would get reviewed by your readers. It 
was pretty rough. And I remember 
crying in my office by myself, telling 
myself, “I just can’t do this anymore. I 
just can’t do this anymore.”  
o I was burned out, at the same 

time, was leading our church full 
time. And we were going through a 
major building program, and we 
had issues going on at the church, 



and I just felt like I couldn’t do it 
anymore.  

▪ But the next morning, I got up, and I said, 
“No, I’m going to finish this.”  

• And it was tough. But in 2007, I 
graduated with that degree.  

 
WE 

 
There are sometimes in life when you just hit a wall.  

• And when you hit that wall, you have to decide 
whether or not you are going to be able to continue.  

 
We’ve been talking, about prayer. 

• You all have probably been to those points in your 
prayer life when you’ve hit a wall.  
o Maybe, you’ve had the experience where you’ve 

prayed for somebody over and over again, but 
nothing’s happened.  
▪ The person has not received Christ.  
▪ The person who is mired in drug addiction 

or alcoholism, or some sort of illicit 
relationship, has not changed.. and you 
begin to wonder, does God hear my prayer? 
Does God really care?  

Some people, give up; they stop praying.  



• They adopt the idea that prayer no longer works.  
So today, maybe you’re struggling in your prayer life.  

• Maybe you’ve been praying for something, or 
someone, for years, but nothing has happened.  
o And you are ready to give up.  

 
One of the great struggles is to remain steadfast in your 
faith! 
 
How do you stay anchored in your faith?  
How do you get the power to be bold about your beliefs? 
How to you get confidence in a world filled with doubt? 
 

GOD 
 

The disciples apparently saw that the answer to those 
questions was somehow linked to PRAYER 
 
Last Week: A disciple wanted Jesus to teach them “how” 
to pray. 
 
Luke 11:2-4 “He said to them, “Whenever you pray, say, 
Father, your name be honored as holy. Your kingdom 
come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive 
us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone in 
debt to us. And do not bring us into temptation.” 



• Pray to Connect to God “Whenever you pray, say, 

Father” 

• Pray with Confidence in Your Heavenly Father “your 

name be honored as holy.” 

• Pray Desiring the Kingdom of God “Your kingdom 

come” 

• Pray Depending on Father “Give us each day our 

daily bread” 

• Pray in Humility to the Father “And forgive us our 

sins” 

• Pray for Protection And do not bring us into 

temptation 

 
This prayer appears also in Matthew 6:9-13 

• Matthew’s account of Jesus teaching this prayer is  
o Part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 
o Directed to His newly forming group of disciples 
o Taught in the context of a large crowd that is 

gathering to hear Jesus 
o Taught in the early days of Jesus’ ministry 

 
The setting in Luke’s account is a little different 

• Luke’s account of Jesus teaching this prayer is  
o Initiated by an inquisitive disciple 



o Is taught AFTER the formation of the 12 
apostles 

o Taught AFTER the apostles have experienced 
many miracles, transfiguration, Jesus’ 
confrontation with the religious leaders, Jesus’ 
power over nature, and raising people from the 
dead! 

o Taught AFTER the 12 have been sent out on a 
preaching/healing mission 

o Taught AFTER the 72 have been sent out on a 
preaching mission 

o Taught AFTER the disciples/apostles have been 
with Jesus for a long while and have observed 
His constant need to go away and pray. 

 
Jesus’ repetition of His teaching in Luke 11, is to a more 
seasoned group of followers who have a DESIRE to really 
understand Jesus’ connection to the Father. 

• So Jesus basically repeats what He taught earlier in 
His ministry on the mount; HOWEVER there is a 
MAJOR DIFFERENCE at the END of what Jesus 
teaches in LUKE and what He taught in Matthew! 

 
Before we get to the BIG DIFFERENCE, let’s look at 
SOMETHING NEW Jesus adds to ILLUSTRATE prayer. 
(This is NOT in the Sermon on the Mount) 



 
Luke 11:5-6 “He also said to them, “Suppose one of you 
has a friend and goes to him at midnight and says to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a 
friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I don’t 
have anything to offer him.’  
 
Jesus has just repeated that we need to pray depending 
upon God: “Give us our daily bread” 

• Obviously, this man has had a friend unexpectedly 
visit him and he doesn’t have food for the man 
and his household. 
o We know it is unexpected because he is going 

to a friend’s house at midnight. 
This man has had an unexpected NEED arise: He needs 
“three loaves of bread” 

• He has nothing to offer his friend — he doesn’t 
offer to “Buy” the bread. 

• This man is asking his friend to “lend him” some 
bread! 
o Just like Jesus tells us to ask Father to “Give us 

this day our daily bread!” 
 
Do you get grumpy?  

• Is there a time of the day when you are grumpiest? 
 



I get grumpy when I am tired – usually at the end of the 
day. 

• I have learned that having an argument at night is 
NOT the best time! 
o When we get tired, our temper is short 
o When we get tired, we tend to lose self-control 
o When we get tired, we tend not to hold our 

tongue 
o When we get tired, we tend to lose all filters 
o When we get tired, we are often “QUICK to 

speak and SLOW to listen” —which is the 
opposite of what we are to be! 

 
This man wakes up his neighbor at midnight, remember 
people didn’t stay up at midnight watching TV, scrolling 
mindlessly on social media, or playing video games!  

• People went to bed shortly after it got dark! 
 
This man is in a deep sleep when he is awakened by his 
neighbor pounding on his door! 
 
Luke 11:7 “Then he will answer from inside and say, 
‘Don’t bother me! The door is already locked, and my 
children and I have gone to bed. I can’t get up to give you 
anything.’  

• If he gets up, he will probably wake up the children 



o If you have had children, you know that sigh of 
relief when they finally fall asleep!  

• He is already cozy in his bed 
o He has his electric blanket on and he is toasty 

and warm! 
o He doesn’t want to get up and face the cool 

evening air, put on house slippers, or tip-toe 
around the children to get his neighbor bread! 

• He says he “can’t get up” but, he doesn’t WANT to 
get up!  

 
Luke 11:8 I tell you, even though he won’t get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of 
his friend’s shameless boldness, he will get up and give 
him as much as he needs.” 

o What is the motive for the man to get up?  
▪ Friendship? NO! 

o What drives the man to get out of his comfy, 
warm bed, tip-toe around the children, and hunt 
down three loaves of bread in the dark?  
▪ The man’s “shameless boldness” 

 
WHY did the disciple ask Jesus to “teach us how to pray” 
in v. 1? 

• Jesus’ followers have been with Him for some time 

now 



o They had already heard the Sermon on Mount 

where Jesus gave them an example of “how” to 

pray. 

 

However, as they continued to observe Jesus’ prayer life, 

it became clear that there was a reason Jesus was a man 

of prayer! 

• Jesus felt a need to pray! 

 

It was common for Jesus to go away and pray! 

• Jesus would go pray in the hills on “on a mountain” 

(Matt. 14:23; Mark 6:46; Lk 6:12); 

• Jesus would go pray in solitary places (Mark 1:35; 

Luke 5:16; Luke 9:18);1 

• Jesus would “pray all night” or “early in the 

morning” 

 
Another example of Jesus’ prayer life is in Luke 11:1 
(HCSB) — “He was praying in a certain place…” 

• Luke doesn’t tell us what that “certain place” was, 
but we do know that Jesus and His disciples often 
met with His disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane 

 
Day, C. A. (2009). Collins Thesaurus of the Bible. Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 



o So perhaps the certain place is the Garden of 
Gethsemane! 
▪ Whatever that “Certain place” was, it was a 

place in which Jesus was praying! 
 
They had been with Jesus long enough to see that 
PRAYER FUELED JESUS! 

• There was a connection between Jesus’ prayer life 
and His boldness! 

• There was a connection between Jesus’ prayer and 
His decisions 

• There was a connection between Jesus’ prayer and 
His wisdom 

• There was a connection between Jesus’ prayer and 
His relationship with His Father 

 
Apparently, “one of the disciples” could stand it no 
longer! 

• He had heard Jesus’ talk about prayer-Sermon on 
the Mount 

• He had watched Jesus pray 

• He knew Jesus made prayer the priority of His life! 
o Prayer was more important to Jesus than sleep 

or food! 

• He knew that prayer somehow fueled Jesus’ 
ministry! 



 
The disciple asked “teach us how to pray” in v. 1 because 
Jesus was persistent in prayer! 
 

Jesus uses this illustration to teach His disciples to… 
Pray Persistently 

 
In light of His illustration, Jesus says what He taught 
earlier in the Sermon on the Mount…. 
 
Luke 11:9-13 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be 
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his 
son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 
12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 
 
The words “ask, seek, and knock” in v. 9,  

• verb = Action  

• Imperative = command 

• Present tense = action in progress 



• Active voice = subject is doing the action 

• Indicative mood = this is a real  

Literally, the translation is 
o “you keep asking” 
o “You keep seeking” 
o “You keep knocking” 

▪ In other words, BE PERSISTENT! 
 
So Jesus is saying: So I say to you, you keep asking, and it 
will be given to you. You keep seeking, and you will find. 
You keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you 
o WHY did the man get up and loan his friend the bread?  

▪ Because he wouldn’t stop knocking and asking for 
help! 

• He didn’t let the fact that it was midnight stop 
him 

• He didn’t let the fact that the man may 
accidentally wake up his children stop him. 

• He didn’t let the fact that his neighbor might 
be angry with him stop him. 

 
His NEED for BREAD outweighed the inconvenience he 
was causing his neighbor! 

• He didn’t allow excuses to stop him! 
 



An elderly lady was once asked by a young man who had 
grown weary in the fight, whether he ought to give up 
the struggle. “I am beaten every time,” he said dolefully. 
“I feel I must give up.” 

• “Did you ever notice,” she replied, smiling into the 
troubled face before her, “that when the Lord told 
the discouraged fishermen to cast their nets again, it 
was right in the same old spot where they had been 
fishing all night and had caught nothing?” 

 
Why does Jesus tell us to keep asking, seeking, and 
knocking in prayer? 

• Is it so that we can wear God down to the point that 
he will give us something?   
▪ Is that the point of asking?  No.   

o Actually, we could argue that there is no point in 
asking because God already knows what you are 
going to ask for!   
▪ IF asking is not to break down God’s reluctance,  
▪ IF asking is not to inform God  

 
Why are we told to keep asking, seeking, and knocking in 

prayer? 
Persistent Prayer Demonstrates Commitment 

 
Persistence is a thread we’ve seen in Luke’s gospel! 



 
Earlier in Luke Chapter 1, we read about Zechariah and 
his wife Elizabeth who had been praying for years for a 
child 

• Finally, in their “old age” God gave them a son – 
John the Baptist 

 
In Luke 2, there is Simeon who was “righteous and 
devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation” 

• Because of his persistent faithfulness, God said he 

would see the Messiah before he died. 

 
Anna, the prophetess, who had been in the temple for 
decades “serving God night and day with fasting and 
prayers” undoubtedly praying for the Messiah, got to 
see the baby Jesus  
 
In Luke 8, Jairus seeks out Jesus to heal his daughter, 
even though it could get him in trouble with synagogue 
leaders. 

• However, news reaches them that his daughter has 
died and Jesus says “only believe and she will be saved. 
o Jairus believes and doesn’t give up on Jesus 

• In that same story, you have the woman with the issue 
of blood who won’t stop until she at least touches 
Jesus’ clothing hoping for a miracle! 



 
What is Jesus teaching His disciples? Persistence in 
prayer pays off 
Jesus doesn’t tell us HOW FAST persistence pays off! 

• For Elizabeth, Zechariah, Simeon, and Anna it was 
YEARS 

 
However, no matter HOW LONG it takes, if we are 
persistent there is a FUTURE promise! 

• Luke 11:9 So I say to you, keep asking, and it will be 
given to you. keep seeking, and you will find. You 
keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you.” 

 
To underscore the promise, Jesus restates it in verse 10 
“For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks 
finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.” 

• IF we are persistent there is a promise 
 
Perhaps the REASON we don’t see many answers to 

prayer is we GIVE UP after one or two times of praying! 

 

Perhaps the REASON we don’t see many answers to 

prayer is we confuse persistence with MANTRA’S 

• What is a Mantra?  



o Is it is a statement or slogan repeated 

frequently 

 

It is easy to put our minds on “autopilot” when we 

pray!  

• If you pray for the salvation of friends and family 

(which you should do), it is easy to “fly through the 

names” without feeling the weight of their lostness! 

 

BUT, let’s be CLEAR about WHAT we are to be ASKING, 
SEEKING, and KNOCKING about! 

• Does this mean that if you ask Jesus for a pink 
Cadillac for 10 years eventually one will show up in 
your driveway?   

 
What is it we are to be PERSISTENTLY ASKING for?  
o What are the requests in the Lord’s prayer? 

• “Give us this day our daily bread” 

• “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” 

• “Forgive us our sins” 

• “Lead us not into temptation” 
 
This is NOT praying to make God a COSMIC VENDING 

machine, this is a persistent request for  



• God to supply your NEEDS not wants! 

• The desire to seek God’s kingdom come 

• The desire to seek God’s will be done in your life and 

the life of others 

• The desire to in a relationship with God unhindered 

by sin 

• The desire to be protected, an strengthened as we 

endure tests in this world 

 

Why should we be PERSISTENT in Prayer?  

• Because, we are to “Depend Daily” upon the Father! 

• If you are praying for God to supply your NEEDS, He 

will! 

o His supply may not be what you had in mind 

o His timing may not be your timing, but He will 

supply your needs 

o His way may not be your way! 

▪ His way may be for you to lose a current 

job so you can be hired at a better job! 

▪ His way may be for you to go through a 

period of struggle to test your faith and to 



help you grow in your faith before He will 

provide. 

• It is in those moments that your persistence is 

tested! 

 

Jesus gives a few rhetorical examples for us to 

remember when we feel that God is not responding the 

way we think He should! 

o Luke 11:11-13 “What father among you, if his son 
asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 
12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 
13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him?” 

 
Clearly, God will give us what is BEST for us—just as any 
earthly father would do for his children. 
 
I told you there was a BIG DIFFERENCE between 
Matthew’s account and Luke’s account. 

• Do you see the difference?  
o It is in verse 13 

 



In Matthew’s account, as part of the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus says, in Matthew 7:11 “If you then, who 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him.”  
o But in Luke’s account, Jesus says “If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 
11:13) 

 
Why does Jesus say “Good things” in Matthew’s account 
and in Luke’s account He says “The Holy Spirit”? 

• Is this a contradiction?  
o NO! Both can be true at the same time 

 
Why does Jesus say “Good things” in Matthew’s account 
and in Luke’s account He says “The Holy Spirit”? 

• Matthew’s account of Jesus teaching this prayer is  
o Directed to His newly forming group of disciples 
o Taught in the context of a large crowd that is 

gathering to hear Jesus 
o Taught in the early days of Jesus’ ministry 

 
The setting in Luke’s account is a little different 

• Luke’s account of Jesus teaching this prayer is  



o Is taught AFTER the formation of the 12 
apostles 

o Taught AFTER the apostles have experienced 
many miracles, the transfiguration, Jesus’ 
confrontation with the religious leaders, Jesus’ 
power over nature, and the raising of people 
from the dead! 

o Taught AFTER the 12 have been sent out on a 
preaching/healing mission 

o Taught AFTER the disciples/apostles have been 
with Jesus for a long while and have observed 
His constant need to go away and pray. 

 
In Luke’s account, it seems this is more of an instruction 
to seasoned disciples who are HUNGRY for MORE! 
 
When Jesus taught the “Lord’s Prayer” in Matthew, no 
one is asking Him to teach them “how to pray”!  

• But in Luke’s gospel, this teaching is a result of a 
disciple asking Jesus “how to pray” 
o This request is born out of a desire to connect 

with God the same way Jesus connects with the 
Father.  

• In Luke’s gospel, it made clear that our persistent 
praying is not to simply have our needs met, but to 



experience the greatest need for a disciple: the 
filling of the Holy Spirit.  
o The strongest desire for a TRUE FOLLOWER of 

Christ is NOT a new pink Cadillac BUT to be 
Filled with the Holy Spirit! 

 
Luke has more about the Holy Spirit than any of the 
other three Gospels! 
 
What do Luke’s readers KNOW about the Holy Spirit?  

• The Holy Spirit filled John the Baptist from birth 
o John the Baptist was a powerful preacher who 

called people to repentance and paved the way 
for the Messiah. 

o John the Baptist baptized Jesus 

• The Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth when Mary entered 
the room! 
o Elizabeth commenced blessing Mary, Jesus’ 

mother 

• The Holy Spirit filled Zechariah when he was 
obedient and named their son “John” instead of 
Zechariah 
o Zechariah commenced to prophecy about WHO 

the future Messiah was and WHAT the Messiah 
would do. 



o Zechariah commenced to prophecy about John 
the Baptist’s role 

• The Holy Spirit filled Simeon was “Guided by the 
Spirit” (2:25) to go the temple where he would see 
what he had persistently prayed for—the Messiah 

• John the Baptist prophecy that the coming Messiah 
would baptize people with the Holy Spirit and fire 

• The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus when God the 
Father spoke “You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well-pleased.” 

• Jesus was “full of the Holy Spirit” when the Holy 
Spirit led Him into the wilderness where He stood up 
the temptations from Satan 

• Jesus rejoiced “in the Holy Spirit” upon hearing of 
people responding to the Good News (10:21) 

 
In summary, we know from Luke’s Gospel that the Holy 
Spirit…. 

• Filled men and women (Elizabeth, Zechariah, John 
the Baptist, etc.) 

• Revealed God’s plan through them (Zechariah, 
Mary) 

• Gave John the Baptist boldness 

• Confirmed Jesus as the Son of God at His baptism 

• Guided Jesus and Simeon 

• Empowered Jesus as He stood up to Satan 



• Produced Joy in seeing the Kingdom of God expand 
Luke has more about the Holy Spirit than any of the 
other three Gospels! 
 
Don’t you want the Holy Spirit to do these things in you?  

• Shouldn’t we pray for the Holy Spirit to do these 
things in us? 

 
This is the 1st time Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit to His 
disciples 

• Jesus had NEVER talked about the Holy Spirit 
directly to His disciples until NOW! 

 
WHY NOW? 

• Because the disciples are HUNGRY to be like Jesus! 
o They know there is a connection between 

prayer and Jesus! 
▪ Jesus is revealing to His disciples…. 

• Who GUIDES Him 

• Who EMPOWERS Him 

• Who CONFIRMS Him 

• Who FILLS Him 
Luke 11:13 “If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him?” 



 
To be like Jesus we need to  

• Pray persistently the way Jesus taught us to pray 
o Pray to Connect to God “Whenever you pray, 

say, Father” 

o Pray with Confidence in Your Heavenly Father 

“your name be honored as holy.” 

o Pray Desiring the Kingdom of God “Your 

kingdom come” 

o Pray Depending on Father “Give us each day 

our daily bread” 

o Pray in Humility to the Father “And forgive us 

our sins” 

o Pray for Protection And do not bring us into 

temptation 

• Pray persistently for God to supply our greatest 
need: “to fill us with the Holy Spirit” to us! 

 
Why Pray Persistently? 

Persistently Pray for Filling by the Holy Spirit 
 
A believer who is FILLED with the Holy Spirit receives… 

• Boldness to speak the Truth in Love 

• Confirmation of their salvation 



• Guidance regarding decisions  

• Illumination as they read God’s Word 

• Empowerment to stand against temptation 

• Joy from a close relationship with God 
 

 
YOU 

 
PQ: Do you persistently pray? 


