
Who faces Judgement? 
Luke 11:29-32 

 
ETS: Jesus warned that judgment is coming to His 
generation 
ESS: Judgment is coming to those who refuse to believe 
OSS: I want people to understand that judgment is 
coming 
PQ: Do you believe?  
UW: Judgement 
 

ME 
 
GOTCHA Question:  
“If God is all-powerful and all-loving, why doesn’t God 
stop “bad” things from happening if He loves the world?” 

• Assumption: God would stop all the “bad” in this 
world if He is really all-powerful and al loving. 
o Since there is “Bad” in the world then 1) God is 

not all-powerful and all-loving or 2) God IS all-
loving, but not all-powerful (which means He is 
not God), or 3) There is no God that is all-
powerful and all-loving. 

 
What do you do with the question? 

• Problems:  



o HOW do you define as “bad” or “evil”? 
o WHAT is your basis for calling something “evil” 

or “Bad”? 

• Ultimately, the question is built on the 
presupposition there is a God in order to have a 
basis to call something “Evil” you have to know what 
“Good” is and God is the lawgiver who defines “good 
and evil” 

 
But that still does not answer the question: “If God is all-
powerful and all-loving, why doesn’t God stop “bad” 
things from happening if He loves the world?” 
 

GOD 
 

Luke 11:29 “When the crowds were increasing, he began 
to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for 
a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of 
Jonah. 
o This is the ONLY TIME Jesus calls the generation alive 

as an “evil” generation 
o Most of the time, Jesus did not add the adjective 

“Evil” but just said “this generation” 
 
Why does Jesus call it an “evil generation”?  
 



Background:  
o Jesus has been talking about “evil spirits” 

o When an “unclean spirit” returns to its old 
home, it brings back seven more who are “more 
evil than itself and the last state of that person is 
worse than at the first.” 

o Is Jesus making a CONNECTION Between “evil” spirits 
and His generation?  
o It seems as if Jesus is saying that His generation 

is acting the same way “evil spirits” act! 
 
What is meant by “evil”? 
 
What is the OPPOSITE of Evil? Good 
o WHAT is Good?  

 
Luke 18:18-19 “And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except 
God alone.” 
o If God, is the only one who is Good, then evil must 

be anything that falls short of God! 
 
Luke 11:13 “If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will the 



heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 
o Why would Jesus call us “evil”? 

o Because we “fall short of God” 
▪ Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.” 
 
Evil always stands in antithesis to God and his will. 
o These “Unclean spirits” in vss. 14-26 are OPPOSED to 

God! 
 
Evil always stands in antithesis to God and his will. 
 
Luke 3:19-20 “But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for 
all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to 
them all, that he locked up John in prison.” 

• What “evil” things had Herod done? 
o Herod (Antipas) divorced his first wife to marry 

Herodias, who had been the wife of his half-
brother Philip the tetrarch. (BTW, Herodias was 
also their niece!!) 
▪ According to 1st century Jewish historian 

Josephus, the two fell in love and made 
plans to get married while Antipas was 
visiting with his brother Philip. 



o Later, he killed John the Baptist- the prophet of 
God 

 
“If God is all-powerful and all-loving, why doesn’t God 
stop “bad” things from happening if He loves the world?” 
o Suppose God has a button that He can press that will 

destroy all the “evil” in the world. 
o If God presses that button, what will happen to 

US?  
o Since we are all “Bad” by God’s standards then 

everyone would be killed!  
 
PROBLEM: If God is “All-loving” would He summarily Kill 
His creation—the very ones that are “Created in His 
image?” 
o WHY? Because we are all “Evil”! 

 
Luke 11:29 “When the crowds were increasing, he began 
to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for 
a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of 
Jonah. 
 
Jesus said a lot about His generation starting in Luke 7 

• Luke 7: This generation wants God to conform to 
their wishes (“We played the flute for you and you 
did not dance”) 



o Unresponsive to Jesus’ message 

• Luke 9:41 Jesus called them “faithless and twisted” 

• Luke 11:29 Jesus calls them “evil” 

• Luke 11:29 Jesus says that they “want a sign” 
 
Hadn’t Jesus already given them many “signs”? 
o Healing all kinds of disease 

o Making the lame to walk 
o Blind to see 
o Leprous clean 
o Raising the dead! 

 
But those “signs” apparently didn’t convince them that 
Jesus was the Messiah! 
o They wanted “A sign” 

o BUT what was the ONE SIGN that would 
convince them?  

 
Jesus said “no sign will be given to it except the sign of 
Jonah” 
 
What was the “sign of Jonah”? 
o Luke 11:30 For as Jonah became a sign to the people 

of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this 
generation.” 

 



HOW did Jonah “Become a sign to the people of 
Nineveh”? 
 
Nineveh was wicked in the present and had always been 
in the past! 
o If there was nominations for cities without hope, 

Nineveh would have been nominated! 
 
The history of Nineveh went all the way back to the book 
of Genesis! 

• Built by Nimrod (Gen. 10:11)  
o Ge 10:11 "From that land he went forth into 

Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and 
Calah," (NASB95) 

• Nimrod= “Let us Rebel” 
 

Have you ever heard of the Tower of Babel? 

• The Tower of Babel was built in what city? Babel! 
o According to Genesis 10:10, Nimrod was the 

founder of the city of Babel! 
o Nimrod was apparently the leader behind the 

movement to build the Tower of Babel! 

• The Tower of Babel was an attempt to 
establish a strongly centralized society that 
was self-sufficient and no longer dependent 
upon God. 



 
These are the ROOTS of Nineveh 
 
Jonah is told to go to Nineveh 

• A city which was founded by a man who name 
meant “Let us Rebel” 
o A city that was founded by a man whose family 

tree was cursed by Noah! 

• A city that was a “great city” in the developing 
Assyrian empire 
o This empire was presenting a great threat to 

Israel! 

• Nineveh was comprised of Gentiles 

• Nineveh known for its support and worship of the 
goddess Ishtar 
o Assyrians, in general, worshipped the god 

Ashur, whose rightful domain was all the earth 
o Assyrians, in general, worshipped the god 

Dagon, a fish-god. 
 
Jesus had been giving “signs” to his generation of 
Judgement, just as God had given “signs” to Nineveh that 
the Ninevites took as judgment.  

• Scholars place the date of Jonah around 760 B.C.-
toward the end of Jeroboam’s reign 



o There were several key events that had 
happened in Nineveh to prepare the people for 
Jonah’s message 
▪ 765 B.C. —a plague 
▪ 763 B.C. –the eclipse of the sun 
▪ 759 B.C. – a second plague 

• These things were regarded as divine 
judgments.  

The Ninevites had not turned to God, but there was a 
feeling of judgment 
 
HOW did Jonah “Become a sign to the people of 
Nineveh”? 
 
One of the gods, the Assyrians worshiped was the god 
Dagon. 

• Dagon was a fish god who enjoyed eminence among 
the pantheons of Mesopotamia and the eastern 
Mediterranean coast. 
o Images of Dagon have been found in palaces 

and temples in Nineveh and throughout the 
region (see Sir Austen Henry Layard’s Nineveh 
and its Remains, volume 2, p. 353 ff).  

• In some cases he was represented as a man 
wearing a fish. In others he was part man 
part fish; a merman of sorts. 



 
Can you imagine Jonah’s testimony? 

• One day people are in their boat fishing off of the 
coast of the Mediterranean coast. Other people are 
wading in the water along the coast. Some are out 
their just relaxing in the sun. 
o All of a sudden, this huge fish surfaces off of the 

coast. No one has ever seen a fish this big—
especially right off of the coast. Everyone is 
staring at the fish. The fishermen in the boat are 
salivating about catching that fish! 

• Suddenly, the fish throws up! An as grossed-out as 
people are, they see something they cannot believe!  
A man swims out of the fish.  

 
This is not something that you would expect to happen. 
You just don’t see people coming out of a fish’s mouth—
at least alive! 

• People begin speculating that the fish God Dagon 
has arrived. 

You can be sure that people started following this man 
who came out of a fish.   
 
Of course, this man did not look normal.  



• Being in the belly of the fish for three days, exposed 
to the acids in the stomach would have bleached 
Jonah out. 
o Skin, hair, and clothes would have been white. 

So this man, who came out of a fish, who is bleached 
white is an attention getter.  

• He doesn’t seem to be too interested in visiting with 
anybody. 

• He seems to be on a mission! 
 
Jonah travels the few hundred miles to get to Nineveh.  

• He arrives in the city and starts to preach “Yet forty 
days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
o Astounded by his appearance, the people listen. 

▪ Perhaps there were those who had 
followed Jonah and were talking about how 
they had seen him come out of a fish on the 
sea. 

Jonah’s testimony, coupled with God’s working “behind 
the scenes” brings the people to respond to his message.  
o The people of Nineveh repent! 

o Luke 11:32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at 
the judgment with this generation and condemn 
it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah 
and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here.” 



 
Jonah was the ULTIMATE SIGN that God was calling the 
people to repent and they responded! 

• Jonah 3:6-9 “When the word reached the king of 
Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his 
robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth and 
sat on the ashes. He issued a proclamation and it 
said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his 
nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock, taste a 
thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. “But both 
man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and 
let men call on God earnestly that each may turn 
from his wicked way and from the violence which is 
in his hands. “Who knows, God may turn and relent 
and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not 
perish.” 

 
Jesus is saying that His RESURRECTION will be the 
ULTIMATE SIGN that people need to repent and turn to 
God! 
o In fact, Jesus said “Behold, something greater than 

Jonah is here.” 
 
BOTTOM LINE: There is NO EXCUSE for those who 
REFUSE to ACCEPT the sign that God is giving them!  
 



Jesus gives another example: Luke 11:31 “The queen of 
the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of 
this generation and condemn them, for she came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” 
 
WHO is the “Queen of the South”? 

• Timeline: she came from the ends of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon 
o CLUE: She was alive during Solomon’s day 

Queen of the south in 1 Kings 10:1-13 and 2 Chronicles 
9:1-12 
 
WHY will the Queen of the South “rise up at the 
judgment with the men of this generation and condemn 
them”? 
 
1 Kings 10:1-13 The queen of Sheba heard about 
Solomon’s fame connected with the name of the Lord 
and came to test him with difficult questions.  
 
Unlike Jesus’ generation,  
o She was seeking answers 
o She was willing to travel “from the ends of the earth” 

to learn about “The name of the Lord”  
 



2 She came to Jerusalem with a very large entourage, 
with camels bearing spices, gold in great abundance, and 
precious stones. She came to Solomon and spoke to him 
about everything that was on her mind. 3 So Solomon 
answered all her questions; nothing was too difficult for 
the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba 
observed all of Solomon’s wisdom, the palace he had 
built, 5 the food at his table, his servants’ residence, his 
attendants’ service and their attire, his cupbearers, and 
the burnt offerings he offered at the Lord’s temple, it 
took her breath away. 
 
6 She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own 
country about your words and about your wisdom is 
true. 7 But I didn’t believe the reports until I came and 
saw with my own eyes. Indeed, I was not even told half. 
Your wisdom and prosperity far exceed the report I 
heard. 8 How happy are your men. How happy are these 
servants of yours, who always stand in your presence 
hearing your wisdom.  
 
Notice the Queen’s reaction to God’s blessing on 
Solomon:  
 
9 Blessed be the Lord your God! He delighted in you and 
put you on the throne of Israel, because of the Lord’s 



eternal love for Israel. He has made you king to carry out 
justice and righteousness.” 
 
Notice the Queen’s response to God’s blessing on 
Solomon:  
 
10 Then she gave the king four and a half tons of gold, a 
great quantity of spices, and precious stones. Never again 
did such a quantity of spices arrive as those the queen of 
Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
 
11 In addition, Hiram’s fleet that carried gold from Ophir 
brought from Ophir a large quantity of almug wood and 
precious stones. 12 The king made the almug wood into 
steps for the Lord’s temple and the king’s palace and into 
lyres and harps for the singers. Never before did such 
almug wood arrive, and the like has not been seen again. 
 
13 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba her every 
desire—whatever she asked—besides what he had given 
her out of his royal bounty. Then she, along with her 
servants, returned to her own country.  
 
This Queen from Sheba (perhaps Ethiopia) …. 
o Seeks answers 
o Recognizes God’s hand is a work 



o Responds by acknowledging God 
o Responds by giving 

 
The Queen of the South (Sheba) does what Jesus’ 
generation is REFUSING to do! 
 

WHO FACES JUDGEMENT? 
Judgment Comes to Those Who Refuse to Believe 

 
Jesus makes it clear that Judgment is coming!  

• Twice He states: “at the judgment” 
 
WHEN is this judgement?  
 
Timeline of the End:  
o Seven years of tribulation 
o Ends with the return of Jesus Christ 

o Those who are alive will be judged at that time, 
but that is not “The judgement” 

o Christ will rule on this earth for 1,000 years in 
Jerusalem 

o After 1,000 years, Satan will be loosed and once 
again lead a rebellion —which proves that even after 
1,000 years of utopia on earth, sinful man will still 
rebel if given the chance.  



o The rebellion will be immediately put down and 
Satan will be thrown into the “lake of fire” or 
Hell 

 
THEN is “THE JUDGEMENT” 
o Rev. 20:11-15 “Then I saw a great white throne and 

one seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from his 
presence, and no place was found for them. 12 I also 
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life, and the 
dead were judged according to their works by what 
was written in the books. 13 Then the sea gave up 
the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead that were in them; each one was judged 
according to their works. 14 Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire. 15 And anyone whose name was not 
found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.” 

 
Jesus is saying that the “Queen of the South” and the 
“men of Nineveh” will “rise up at the judgment and 
condemn them”  
o WHY? Because they REFUSED to Repent! 

o They refused to heed the signs!  



 
Jesus makes it clear that “something greater than 
Solomon or Jonah is here!” 
o Jesus is the “Something greater” YET they REFUSE to 

REPENT!  
 

WHO FACES JUDGEMENT? 
Judgment Comes to Those Who Refuse to Believe 

 
REFUSING to believe is not just people who are living 
outwardly wicked lives!  
o John 5:39-40 “You pore over the Scriptures because 

you think you have eternal life in them, and yet they 
testify about me. 40 But you are not willing to come 
to me so that you may have life.” 
o It is not a question of whether you know the 

Bible, it is a question of if you are willing to 
“come to Christ”! 

 
A difficult reality to accept is there are many, if not the 
majority, who REFUSE to believe 
o You can give them all the EVIDENCE for Jesus, yet 

they REFUSE to believe 
o Jesus could appear to them, yet they would 

REFUSE to believe! 
 



Apologist Frank Turek interacts with college students and 
he will often ask those who want to argue with him “If 
Christianity were true, would you become a Christian?”  
o According to Turek, 99% say “no.” Dr. Turek states 

the reason that many refuse to believe is that they 
love their sin; they don’t want to change their 
lifestyle. 

o REALITY: Many people want to believe what is most 
attractive to them! For many, they love their sin too 
much. 
o Some get to the point where they realize how 

much their sin is destroying them and they 
respond to the Gospel, while others never 
respond.  

 
Romans 1:18-19 “For God’s wrath is revealed from 
heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of 
people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth, 
19 since what can be known about God is evident among 
them, because God has shown it to them.” 
 

WHO FACES JUDGEMENT? 
Judgment Comes to Those Who Refuse to Believe 

 
Jesus makes it clear that He is the SIGN! 
o Notice all the times the word “sign” appears… 



o  
Luke 11:29-30 “When the crowds were increasing, he 
began to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It 
seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the 
sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the 
people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this 
generation.” 
o Jesus “evil generation” is seeking a “sign” and Jesus 

says “Okay. I’ll give you a sign like the one given to 
the people of Nineveh” 

 
Luke doesn’t record Jesus’ elaboration on the “sign of 
Jonah” but Matthew does in Matthew 12:40 “For just as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.” 
 
What happened to Jonah after three days and three 
nights in the fish?  
o He came out of the fish 

 
What happened to Jesus after three days and three 
nights in the grave?  
o He came out of the grave 

 



Jonah didn’t DIE in the fish, but Jesus was DEAD in the 
grave! 
o Jesus’s sign was “Greater than Jonah!” 

 
Solomon was a powerful king, but Jesus ROSE as the King 
of all kings! 
o Jesus rose victorious over Sin and Death! 

 
YOU 

 
“If God is all-powerful and all-loving, why doesn’t God 
stop “bad” things from happening if He loves the world?” 
o Suppose God has a button that He can press that will 

destroy all the “evil” in the world. 
o If God presses that button, what will happen to 

US?  
o Since we are all “Bad” by God’s standards then 

everyone would be killed!  
o WHY? Because we are all “Evil”! 

 
Jesus makes it clear that Judgment is coming! 
 
PROBLEM: If God is “All-loving” would He summarily Kill 
His creation—the very ones that are “Created in His 
image?” 



o If God is “All-loving” you would assume He’d at least 
make a way for people to escape annihilation when 
He presses the button! 

 
Yes, and Jesus’ RESURRECTION was the sign that proved 
HE is the WAY to God! 
 
Jesus’ death on the cross was the ULTIMATE expression of 
God’s love! 
o It is proof that God is “all-loving”  
o It is also proof that God is “All-powerful” because 

nothing could keep Him the grave 
 
As we saw in Revelation 20, there is a day when Jesus 
will “press the button” and all “Evil” will be eradicated! 
o At the end, Jesus will stop “Bad” things from 

happening for eternity! 
o In eternity, “bad” things will not happen to 

“good” people 
▪ But those “good” people are ONLY GOOD 

because they have BELIEVED on Jesus as 
their Savior! 

• Those “good” people are ONLY GOOD 
because they have accepted God’s 
provision!  

 



PQ: Do you believe?  
 


