
The King’s Opposition 
 

ETS: Opposition to Christ will grow inside and outside the 
church 
ESS: The same type of people who opposed Jesus in the 
past will do so in the future on a world-wide scale 
OSS: I want people to be aware, alert and to continue to 
share the Gospel while there is time. 
PQ: How are You Handling Opposition? 
UW: Opposition 
 

ME 
 

We are heading into the last leg before the next 
presidential election 
 
In politics there is a term often used: opposition 
research 

 Oppo Research is the practice of collecting 
information on a political opponent or other 
adversary that can be used to discredit or otherwise 
weaken them. 

 How to discredit through Oppo Reseach? 
o Focusing on the candidate’s past policy 

missteps 
o Focusing on personal indiscretions.  



 WHO does Oppo Research? 
o Opposition research firm 
o Private investigators 
o Whistleblowers 

WE 
 

We all have faced opposition in some form or other. 

 Parents opposed you staying out past 11 pm 

 Boss or the management opposed your plans for 
improvement 

 Maybe you were opposed by a cliue at school and 
not allowed in the group 

 Maybe you’ve been opposed by your own children 
or family members  

 
Opposition can be ugly! 

 Feeling opposed can make you feel lonely 

 Feeling opposed can make you feeling 
uncomfortable 

 Facing opposition can cause you to doubt your 
decision 

 
Most of us don’t like opposition 
Most of us don’t want to face opposition 

 We want things to go smoothly 



 We want everyone to agree 
 
However, opposition is a part of life! 
As a Christ-follower you have signed up for opposition! 

 Opposed by Satan and his followers 
o Satan is the “Accuser” of believers! 

 He is trying to do all he can to oppose you  
 
The King is Coming 

 The King’s nation—the nation of Israel—had 
returned 

 The King has come already—to defeat sin and death 

 The King created a new people for Himself—the 
church 

 
Reality: Kings always have opposition! 

 Think about a CHESS game—the two kings are 
fighting against each other! 

 
Thetrue KING of all kings, also has opposition.  
 
WHERE is this opposition coming from? 
HOW much opposition will He face? 
 
I want you to know the answers to these questions so 
you will understand what is happening 



 
Survey: So we will look at several passages this morning 
about the King’s Opposition 

 
GOD 

Turn to 2 Timothy 
 
This was the Apostle’s Paul last letter 

 Written from a prison cell in Rome 
o According to church tradition, Paul was 

beheaded by Nero in Rome around 67 A.D.  

 Written to Timothy 
o Timothy is pastor of the church at Ephesus  

 Letter about ministry in the church 
 
2 Timothy 3:1 “But know this (or “Realize this”): Hard 
times will come in the last days. 
 
ARE we in the “LAST Days”? 

 According to a Washington Examiner article from 
August 4, 2020: “Poll: 29% see Biblical ‘last days,’ 
44% say virus is God’s ‘wake-up call’ 

 
ARE we in the “LAST Days”? YES! 

 Since the resurrection and ascension of Jesus we 
have been living in the Last days! 



o Paul writes in Romans 13:12, “The night is far 
gone; the day is at hand.” 

o Peter, then, in 1 Peter 4:7, writes, “The end of 
all things is at hand.” 

o James in James 5:8, “The coming of the Lord is 
at hand.” 

 
2 Timothy 3:1 “But know this (or “Realize this”): Hard 
times will come in the last days.” 

 Peter and Paul also appear to see an escalation in 
the last days 
o 2 Pe 3:3: “Mockers will come…” 
o 2 Tim. 3:1 “Hard times will come” 

 Notice the FUTURE tense 
 
Look at how things will escalate in the “the last days” 
 
2 Timothy 3:2-5 “For people will be (Future tense) lovers 
of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, demeaning, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, 
irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
without love for what is good, 4 traitors, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 
holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. 
Avoid these people.” 

 Were these things happening in Paul’s day? YES 



 
Why didn’t Paul say “For people ARE (present tense) 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful…”? 

 Would that have been a true statement in Paul’s 
day? YES!  

 
WHOM would we expect those sins to be characteristic 
of?  

 Those OUTSIDE the Church! 
 
Whom would we NOT expect those sins to be 
characteristic of? Those INSIDE the Church! 

 WHY? The church is to be different! 
o The church is made of the King’s People—the 

“called out ones”  
o The church is made of the King’s People who are 

“NEW CREATION in CHIRST” 
 

The King Faces Opposition from an Apostate Church 
 
Why didn’t Paul say “For people ARE (present tense) 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful…”? 

 Because that is NOT the general characteristic of the 
church in his day. 

 



WHY does Paul say “For people will be (Future tense) 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful…”?  

 Because as the “last days” escalate this will be the 
characteristics of “many” IN the church! 

 
UGLY TRUTH:  The King’s Opposition will come from 
those “Identified with the church” 

 UGLY TRUTH: Not all who are “in the church” (or a 
local congregation) are true believers.  

 
ABC News October 2010 “Atheist Ministers Struggle With 
Leading the Faithful” 

 I am an atheist," says "Jack," a Southern Baptist with 
more than 20 years in ministry.  

 "I live out my life as if there is no God," says "Adam," 
who is part of the pastoral staff of a small 
evangelical church in the Bible Belt. 

 
UGLY TRUTH: Not all who are “in the church” (or a local 
congregation) are true believers.  

 1 John 2:18-19 “Children, it is the last hour. And as 
you have heard that antichrist is coming (Future), 
even now many antichrists have come. By this we 
know that it is the last hour. (HOW) 19 They went 
out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they 
had belonged to us, they would have remained with 

https://abcnews.go.com/WN/atheist-ministers-leading-faithful/story?id=12004359
https://abcnews.go.com/WN/atheist-ministers-leading-faithful/story?id=12004359


us. However, they went out so that it might be made 
clear that none of them belongs to us.” 

 
Quickly, look at the description of the opposition in the 
church 
 
2 Timothy 3:2-5 “For people will be (Future tense) lovers 
of self (much of the teaching in churches these days 
focuses on self-love), lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
demeaning, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 
unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, without love for what is good, 4 traitors, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 
holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. 
Avoid these people.” 

 Does this describe a people who want to follow the 
Savior? NO! 
o A characteristic of God’s People is REPENTANCE, 

HUMILITY and SELF SACRIFICING LOVE! 

 The characteristics of these people INSIDE the 
Church are: UNREPENTANCE, SELF-CENTEREDNESS, 
and REBELLION against God! 

 
The King Faces Opposition by Government 

 
Turn To Revelation 13 



 
Revelation 13:1 “And I saw a beast coming up out of the 
sea. It had ten horns and seven heads. On its horns were 
ten crowns, and on its heads were blasphemous names. 

 In Revelation, the term beast refers to two related 
entities.  
o Sometimes “the beast” refers to an empire. 
o Sometimes “the beast” refers to the person 

leading the empire 

 In Revelation the word “Sea” is often a reference to 
humanity—particularly the Gentiles 
o Out of humanity arises this empire “the beast” 

 Out of this empire will arise a leader who is 
also “the beast” 

 
This description of “ten horns” is of an empire which 
consists of 10 nations 

 This could be the Revived Roman Empire in the form 
of the European Union or NATO 

 It could be 10 coalitions 
In the United Nations “The Millennium Development 
Goals Report, 2015 “Regional groupings” pg. 71, it has 
the world divided into 10 regions 

1. Developed regions 
2. Northern Africa 
3. Sub-Saharan Africa 

https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/pdf/MDG%202015%20rev%20(July%201).pdf
https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/pdf/MDG%202015%20rev%20(July%201).pdf


4. South-Eastern Asia 
5. Eastern Asia 
6. Southern Asia 
7. Western Asia 
8. Caucasus and Central Asia 
9. Oceania 
10. Latin America and the Caribbean 

(By the way, if you go to the church website, I often 
upload the manuscripts of my sermons. You can 
download this sermon manuscript when it becomes 
available and follow the links to what I am citing.) 
 
“On its horns were ten crowns, and on its heads were 
blasphemous names.” 

 We have 10 kings ruling over this coalition 
 
WHO or WHAT are the “seven heads?” 
 
For more detail, turn to Revelation 17 
 
When you compare Revelation 17:3, you read: “Then he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness. I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten 
horns.” 



 Description: “Scarlet beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names” 

 Description: ten horns. 

 Description seven heads 
Sounds like the same “Beast”! 
 
Revelation 17:9 “This calls for a mind that has wisdom. 
“The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated. They are also seven kings:  
 
WHO are the “seven heads”? 

 Many say it is a picture of Rome due the “seven hills 
of Rome” 

 But that is the problem!  

 Rome has “seven HILLS not 
MOUNTAINS” 

 
Revelation 17:10 “Five [of the seven kings] have fallen… 

 Of these seven regal mountains, John was told “Five 
have fallen,” dead, passed away, their day over. 
o IF you look at history, you will see that there had 

been 5 great empires leading up to the Roman 
Empire: Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylon, Medo-
Persias and Greek 

 “Five [of the seven kings] have fallen… one is….” 



o When John received this vision, the Roman 
Empire was the world empire 

 Five [of the seven kings] have fallen, one is….the 
other has not yet come, and when he comes, he 
must remain for only a little while.” 
o This last empire will be a short-lived empire 

 Notice it is characterized also as a “he” 
which points to the “Beast” who will lead 
this short-lived “Beast” 

 
Revelation 17:9 “This calls for a mind that has wisdom. 
“The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated. They are also seven kings:  

 7 heads are 7 mountains and they are also 7 kings 
o In John’s day, 5 of the “Mountains” and hence 5 

of the “kings” had fallen  
o In John’s day, 1 of the “Mountains” and hence 1 

of the “kings” was in power  
o In the future 1 of the “Mountains” and hence 1 

of the “kings” will come to power 
 
An Empire consisting of a coalition of 10 nations ruled by 
10 rulers has not yet come 
 
STOP THE TAPE:  



 You just said there is coming a coalition of 10 
nations ruled by 10 rulers but Revelation 17:9 
indicated that there is yet left 1 king 
o Is it 10 kings or 1 king? 

 
Revelation 17:11-12 “The beast that was and is not, is 
itself an eighth king, but it belongs to the seven and is 
going to destruction. 12 The ten horns you saw are ten 
kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they will 
receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.” 

 In the future 1 of the “Mountains” and hence 1 of 
the “kings” will come to power 
o This “Mountain” will consist of the 10 nation 

coalition ruled by 10 kings 
o It will last only a short time before an eighth 

king (Notice not an 8th mountain) will arise  
 This again is the Anti-Christ 

 
Go back to Revelation 13 
 
Revelation 13:2 The beast I saw was like a leopard, its 
feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s 
mouth the dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, 
and great authority. 
The “dragon” is Satan 



 Satan will empower this governmental empire with 
“his power, his throne, and great authority.” 

 
Revelation 13:3 One of its heads appeared to be fatally 
wounded, but its fatal wound was healed.  

 Since the “heads” represent leaders (Rev. 17:9) of 
these coalitions, then apparently one of the leaders 
sustains a wound and appears to be more “fatally 
wounded.”  
o BUT, he appears to be “healed” 

 Does this sound like a faux resurrection? 
 
Look at the response: “The whole earth was amazed and 
followed the beast.” 

 Given today’s technology you can see how “The 
whole earth” could witness the event 

 In Daniel’s vision, the Antichrist is the “little horn” 
that rises from the head (the coalition) of the 
terrifying beast (Daniel 7:8). 

 
Revelation 13:4  They worshiped the dragon (SATAN) 
because he gave authority to the beast (Anti-
Christ/World Governement). And they worshiped the 
beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to 
wage war against it?” 



 The “Beast” here is the Anti-Christ and his 
government 

 
The world-wide government whose leaders are 
“Blasphemous” against God, which will eventually be led 
by a “resurrected” man—we call the Anti-Christ—will 
stand in opposition to Christ! 

 Revelation 13: 5-7 “The beast was given a mouth to 
utter boasts and blasphemies. It was allowed to 
exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It began 
to speak blasphemies against God: to blaspheme his 
name and his dwelling—those who dwell in heaven. 
And it was permitted to wage war against the saints 
and to conquer them. It was also given authority 
over every tribe, people, language, and nation.” 
o Believers who are alive when this happens will 

find the Anti-Christ and his powerful allies in the 
world government coming after them because 
they are part of God’s people!! 

 Under the authority and leadership of the Anti-
Christ, these kings will Revelation 7:14 “These will 
make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will 
conquer them because he is Lord of lords and King of 
kings. Those with him are called, chosen, and 
faithful.” 

 



The King Faces Opposition by Religion 
 
The Anti-Christ won’t be alone, but he will be assisted by 
a religion! 
 
In Revelation 13:11 “Then I saw another beast coming up 
out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb, but it 
spoke like a dragon.  

 Reminder: In Revelation, the term beast refers to 
two related entities.  
o Sometimes “the beast” refers to an end-times’ 

empire. 
o Sometimes “the beast” refers to a person 

 Description: “another beast” 
o Not the same as the first one—the 

governmental empire and Anti-Christ 

 Description: “coming up out of the earth” 
o Different than the first beast who “came up out 

of the sea [of humanity]” 
o “out of the earth”  

 Sometimes the “earth” in Scripture is a 
reference to the Holy Land. 

 Perhaps this beast is from that area. 

 “had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a 
dragon.” 



o If the “10 horns” of the first beast are 10 
coalitions of nations, could the “two horns” be 
the coalition of two world religions? 
 Three major religions view the Holy Land as 

sacred: Christianity, Islam and Judaism 

 Two of the three are the largest 
religions in the world: Christianity and 
Islam 

 
Is it possible that this “Beast” is a coalition of an 
apostate church—which Paul said is coming in 2 Timothy 
3—and Islam? 

 Last week I mentioned that approximately 2.8 billion 
people identify as Christians worldwide.  

 Islam claims 1.9 billion members making it the 
second largest group behind Christianity 

 
Of those 2.8 billion, 1.3 billion (almost 50%) identify 
themselves a Catholics. 

 In the Lumen Gentium which was adopted at the 
Second Vatican Council on November 21, 1964, it 
declared “The plan of salvation also includes those 
who acknowledge the Creator. In the first place 
among these there are the Muslims, who, professing 
to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html


the one and merciful God, who on the last day will 
judge mankind.” 

 
From the United States Institute of Peace is this article: 
“Pope Francis in the Cradle of Islam: What Might It Bring? 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish clerics urge interfaith 
harmony. Only concrete steps will build it.” 

 “Pope Francis’ recent sojourn in the Arabian 
Peninsula was a powerful symbolic advance for 
interfaith dialogue: the first visit by a Roman Catholic 
pontiff to the original homeland of the Islamic 
faith….The visit’s moving imagery included Christians 
and Muslims together attending the first papal mass 
on the peninsula.” 

 
Description: “like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon”  

 Matthew 7:15 ““Be on your guard against false 
prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravaging wolves.” 

 
Like the earlier beast, this new beast is a religious 
coalition with a leader at the helm. 

 Revelation 13:12-14 “It exercises all the authority of 
the first beast (the Anti-Christ) on its behalf and 
compels the earth and those who live on it to 
worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was 

https://www.usip.org/publications/2019/02/pope-francis-cradle-islam-what-might-it-bring


healed. 13 It also performs great signs, even causing 
fire to come down from heaven to earth in front of 
people. 14 It deceives those who live on the earth 
because of the signs that it is permitted to perform 
in the presence of the beast, telling those who live on 
the earth to make an image of the beast who was 
wounded by the sword and yet lived.” 

 
Out of Organized Religion a FALSE PROPHET will arise 
who will lead many astray.  

 He will lead the world to believe that the Anti-Christ 
has resurrected from the dead  

 He will “Compel” the world to worship the Anti-
Christ 

 He will appear like a “Lamb” but be a “dragon!” 

 He will perform “great signs” 

 He will demand people make and worship an image 
of the Anti-Christ 

 
WE 

 
WHY do people oppose the King? 
 

The King Faces Opposition 
Because He exposes our Hearts 

 



 
He reveals that we are rebellious people  

 We naturally do not seek after God 

 We naturally do not want God in our lives 
 
Revelation 9:20-21 “The rest of the people, who were 
not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands to stop worshiping demons and idols of 
gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which cannot see, 
hear, or walk. 21 And they did not repent of their 
murders, their sorceries, their sexual immorality, or their 
thefts.” 
 
Revelation 16:9-11 “and people were scorched by the 
intense heat. So they blasphemed the name of God, who 
has the power over these plagues, and they did not 
repent and give him glory. … People gnawed their 
tongues because of their pain and blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they 
did not repent of their works.” 
 

The King Faces Opposition 
Because He Claims Our Worship 

 

 Only God has the rightful claim to our worship! 



 Humanity would rather worship other people (sports 
figures, celebrities, etc), government or things 
rather than God. 

 Humanity would rather worship at the altar of lust, 
greed, pleasure, etc.  

 
The King will be opposed as He has been opposed 
throughout history. 
 
IF you are believer, you are a part of the King’s People! 

 As a part of the King’s People, you too have and will 
face opposition—especially as you stand for the 
King 
o As our nation seems to become more and more 

secular, we may experience more opposition to 
the message of the King 
 Message: Salvation is ONLY through Jesus 

Christ! 

 1 Peter 4:12 “Dear friends, don’t be surprised when 
the fiery ordeal comes among you to test you, as if 
something unusual were happening to you.” 

 2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, all who want to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

 
PQ: How are You Handling Opposition to the King? 
 



Answer: Face the opposition the way Jesus faced it when 
on this earth on His First Mission 
 

The King Faced Opposition with Prayer 
 
Jesus often stepped aside in isolation to pray.  

 Start your day with a time of prayer 

 Pray for people who are BLIND to what they are 
doing to themselves and others.  
o Praying for others gives you a heart of 

compassion for them.  

 Pray for fellow believers  
o Prayer for spiritual protection, unity, wisdom, 

peace and knowledge for them as they too 
navigate life 

 Pray for the church 
o Pray it will be united under the Gospel message 
o Pray that it will strong as it seeks to minister to a 

struggling world 

 When faced with any hostility, pray for wisdom and 
patience 

 
James wrote “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to anger.”  

 Learn to hold your tongue 

 Learn to assess the situation 



 Be willing to admit you might need to learn 
something or know more before you give an opinion.  

 
For those who are “opposing you”, take the time to listen 
to them 

 People are NOT your enemy—it is the demonic 
forces at work that are your enemy 

 If you listen to people and be “slow to speak”, you 
will have a better understanding as to how to get to 
the heart of the issue—which is spiritual.  
o Don’t get derailed by side issues, the human 

heart is the core of the matter.  
 
Did you know that the words “outrage” and “courage” 
both have the word “rage” in them? 

 Both have the word “rage” in them yet they’re 
totally different attitudes.  
o It takes courage to “Be quick to listen. Be slow 

to speak and slow to anger.” 
 
PQ: How are You Handling Opposition? 
 
Answer: Face the opposition the way Jesus faced it when 
on this earth on His First Mission 
 

The King Faced Opposition with Love 



 
The love here is “self-sacrificing love” for the good of the 
other.  

 You may to take insults from others before you can 
gain an audience with them.  

 Remember, God loves them and they are created in 
His image 
o Every person—not matter skin color, economics 

and politics—is a creation of God and is created 
in His image. 
 See people for what they are: Image-

bearers of God! 
 
 
PQ: How are You Handling Opposition? 
 
Answer: Face the opposition the way Jesus faced it when 
on this earth on His First Mission 
 

The King Faced Opposition with Humility 
 
There may be times when you allow your emotions to 
get the best of you! 

 There may be times when you say things you later 
regret 



 There may be times when the WAY you said 
something was WRONG 
o Remember, it is not always WHAT we say, but 

HOW we say it! 
 
When the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin, REPENT 

 Repent to God and, if needed, you may need to ask 
forgiveness from the opposition! 
o It may be tough to ask forgiveness from the 

opposition, but it may gain respect! 
 If you are not respected, you are not going 

to be listened to. 

 If you are listened to, you can’t share 
the Gospel! 

 
The King Faced Opposition Focused on the Victory 

 
1 Peter 5:10 “The God of all grace, who called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish, 
strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a 
little while. 

 Darkness has never stopped the dawn.  
o We have every reason to hope that God 

“restore, establish, strengthen, and support” us.  
o We have every reason to anticipate our “eternal 

glory in Christ.”  



 
The King is Coming and when He does He will TRIUMPH 
over the opposition of  

 False Religion 

 False Religious Leaders 

 World Government 

 The Anti-Christ 

 Satan! 
 
PQ: How are You Handling Opposition? 


