
Why God Allows Hostility? 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

 

ETS:  Peter wanted believers to understand why they 

were suffering or may suffer 

ESS:  Believers need to understand why God allows 

hostility against His people 

OSS:  I want people to act to understand why God 

allows hostility to come against the church 

PQ:  Do you understand? 

UW: Understand 

 

ME 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

Most people I talk to believe Christians in America 

going to be facing more and more hostility 

 

“Growing Intolerance for Christianity in U.S.” by 

Delores Liesner in the Christian Post (2011) 

 Colleges denying Christian groups campus 

recognition "because it requires its officers and 

voting members to agree with its Christian 

beliefs" 

 A judge upheld a Knoxville, Ky., jury's decision 

that a public school could prohibit its 5th grade 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/growing-intolerance-for-christianity-in-us.html


Christian students from studying and discussing 

their Bibles during recess 

 

Time Magazine: “Regular Christians Are No Longer 

Welcome in American Culture” (2016) 

 The teacher in New Jersey suspended for giving 

a student a Bible;  

 The football coach in Washington placed on 

leave for saying a prayer on the field at the end 

of a game;  

 The fire chief in Atlanta fired for self-publishing 

a book defending Christian moral teaching;  

 The Marine court-martialed for pasting a Bible 

verse above her desk;  

“and other examples of the new intolerance. Anti-

Christian activists hurl smears like “bigot” and 

“hater” at Americans who hold traditional beliefs 

about marriage and accuse anti-abortion Christians of 

waging a supposed “war on women.” 

 

Some Christian institutions face pressure to conform 

to secularist ideology—or else. Flagship evangelical 

schools like Gordon College in Massachusetts and 

Kings College in New York have had their 

accreditation questioned.  

 Some secularists argue that Christian schools 

don’t deserve accreditation, period.  

https://time.com/4385755/faith-in-america/
https://time.com/4385755/faith-in-america/


 Activists have targeted home-schooling for being 

a Christian thing; atheist Richard Dawkins and 

others have even called it tantamount to child 

abuse.  

 Student groups like InterVarsity have been 

kicked off campuses.  

 

Book of Revelation = World-wide hostility is 

coming 

 

WE 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

On a local level, WE may face hostility for our faith! 

 You may find your beliefs begin mocked by a 

family member or co-worker 

 You may find yourself left out of gatherings due 

to your beliefs 

 You may feel increasingly sidelined due to your 

beliefs 

 You may be shut out of positions on the local 

school board, or club due to your beliefs 

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 



Important to understand…. 

 WHY God is allowing hostility? 

 WHAT God’s purpose is in allowing hostility? 

 WHERE do we look in the midst of hostility? 

 

FAILURE to understand these things results in 

people…. 

 Leaving the faith – worst 

 Conformity to get along—bad 

 

FAILURE to understand these things results in…. 

 Angry Christian (Angry at God) 

 Ambivalent Christian (Ambivalent toward 

God—take God or leave God attitude) 

 Shame (Ashamed to be a believer) 

 

It is important to understand what God is doing in 

the midst of suffering! 

 

GOD 

Turn to 1 Peter 2 

 

Peter is writing to Christians who have endured 

persecution—which is why they are scattered -- and 

who are likely to endure more persecution as the 

Roman Empire becomes less and less tolerant of 

their exclusive views.   



 

A GOOD FOUNDATION is important to 

understanding what God is doing in the midst of 

suffering! 

 

Peter starts off his reminding believers of… 

 WHO we are…. 

o Chosen (1:1-2) 
o Sanctified by the Holy Spirit (1:2) 
o Sprinkled clean by the blood of Christ (1:2) 
o Children of God (1:17) 
o Born again (1:23) 
o Exiles/strangers in this world (1:2,17) 

 

WHEH/IF you face hostility, you need to know 

WHO you are!  

 If you don’t know WHO you are “in Christ” you 

will fall, quit and run for comfort! 

 

FOUNDATION: Know WHAT you have! 

 

Peter reminded believers WHAT we have…. 

 A new birth into a living hope (1:3) 

 An inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven (1:4) 

 Salvation (deliverance) that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time (1:5) 



 Redemption from your empty way (1:18) 
 

FOUNDATION: Know WHERE you are! 

 We are “Exiles” in this world—this world is 

NOT our home 

o For the persecutors, this IS their home—this 

is all they have! 

 

FOUNDATION: Know HOW to live in the face of 

hostility: 

 Rejoicing in suffering (1:6) 

 Loving Christ (1:8) 

 Having your minds ready for action (1:13) 

 Being sober-minded (1:13) 

 Setting your hope completely on the grace to be 

brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

(1:13) 

 Being obedient children, (1:14) 

 Not being conformed to the desires of your 

former ignorance 

 Being Holy (1:14) 

 Conducting yourselves in reverence (1:17) 

 Showing sincere brotherly love for each other 

(1:22) 

 Choosing to “Rid yourselves of all malice, all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander.” (2:1) 



 Choosing to “feed on the  pure milk of the word” 

(2:2, CSB)   

 

These things are FOUNDATIONAL to the Christian 

life! 

 

It is also important to understand…. 

 WHY God is allowing hostility? 

 WHAT God’s purpose is in allowing hostility? 

 WHERE do we look in the midst of hostility? 

 

1 Peter 2:4-5 “As you (believers) come to him, a 

living stone—rejected by people but chosen and 

honored by God— 5 you yourselves, as living stones, 

a spiritual house, are being built to be a holy 

priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

 Peter refers to believers as “living stones.”   

o That sounds like a paradox—a 

contradiction.   

 

Have you ever seen a rock that was alive?   

 Outside of movies like “The Never Ending 

Story” I have never seen a living rock.   

 

Yet, Peter describes us as “living stones”!   



 Why?  The reason he calls us “living stones” is 

prior to our salvation we were dead!   

o Ephesians 2:1 “And you were dead in your 

trespasses and sins” (CSB)   

 However, Peter reminded them (us) in 1 

Peter 1:18-19 “For you know that you 

were redeemed from your empty way of 

life inherited from your ancestors… 

with the precious blood of Christ…” 

(CSB) 

 

SINCE believers are “Living stones” what are 

unbelievers? Dead stones 

 “Dead in their sins” 

 

WHAT is GOD doing with US—the “living stones”? 

 1 Peter 2:5 “you yourselves, as living stones, a 

spiritual house, are being built to 1) be a holy 

priesthood 2) to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

God is the Architect who uses suffering and hostility 

to build believers into a spiritual house! 

 God knows what He is doing in allowing 

suffering/hostility to come into our lives! 

o God is not going to make a mistake like the 

Russian architect forgot to design an 



elevator in a twelve-story apartment house. 

Charged with negligence, he was given a 

punishment to fit the crime. The court 

ordered him to live in the twelfth-floor 

apartment. 

 

God is the Architect who uses suffering and hostility 

to build believers into a spiritual house! 

 The building material God is using is US-

believers! 
 

Why Believers? 

 Reason: 1 Peter 2:10 “Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; you had 

not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy.” (CSB)   

o God has chosen us, He has shown mercy to 

us and as a result we are a “People of God.” 

 

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 “. . . I will build My 

church.” (CSB)   

 What is Jesus going to build His church out of?  

Believers!   

o Why?  Because Believers are “living 

stones.”   

 As one commentator put it:  “Believers 

are living stones in His building. Each 



time someone trusts Christ, another 

stone is quarried out of the pit of sin and 

cemented by grace into the building.”1 

 

1 Peter 2:5 “you yourselves, as living stones, a 

spiritual house, are being built to 1) be a holy 

priesthood …. 

 

WHY does God choose US to serve as priesthood? 

 We are examples of God’s mercy in action! 

o We have received God’s mercy 

o We are living in God’s light! 

 We are not blind or lost! 

 

Mercy: NOT getting what you deserve! 

 WE do not deserve to be  

o Chosen (1:1-2) 
o Sanctified by the Holy Spirit (1:2) 
o Sprinkled clean by the blood of Christ (1:2) 
o Child of God (1:17) 
o Born again (1:23) 

 

God has shown mercy to us—not because we are 

special but because we humbled ourselves and put 

our faith and trust in Jesus Christ to save us! 

                                                 
1
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the 

New Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Pe 2:4). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor 

Books. 



 

Since we are recipients of God’s mercy, God is 

building us 1) to be a holy priesthood and 2) to offer 

spiritual sacrifices. 

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

GOD IS BUILDING US INTO A PRIESTHOOD 

 

What is a PRIEST? 

 Old Testament priests served as a representative 

between people and God 

 Old Testament priests were “set apart” to serve 

God 

 Old Testament priests were to teach the law—

God’s Word to the people 

 

God has chosen us—believers—to be a priesthood! 

 V. 5  “HOLY priesthood” = set apart unto God 

 V. 9 “ROYAL priesthood” = Serve as 

ambassadors of the King of the universe! 

 



God allows suffering/hostility to shape into a 

priesthood so we can be… 

 Representatives of Him to a lost world 

o Represent how He strengthens us 

 Strengthens us by giving us a “Living 

Hope” 

 Strengthens us by giving us a future 

awaiting on us 

 Strengthens us by giving us the Holy 

Spirit 

o Represent how He has changed us 

 Changed by our attitudes toward each 

other 

 Getting “rid of malice, envy, 

hypocrisy, etc. 

 Showing sincere love for each 

other despite differences in skin 

color, economic or social levels. 

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

GOD IS GIVING US THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

DENY SELF 



 

1 Peter 2:5 “you yourselves, as living stones, a 

spiritual house, are being built to 1) be a holy 

priesthood 2) to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 To give us the opportunity to “to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

Living the life of an Old Testament priest meant 

sacrifice! 

 OT priests had to sacrifice any person ambition  

o Prohibited from serving in government; 

could never become king. 

 OT priests were to live pure lives 

o Avoid touching dead animals people 

o Could only marry a virgin and an Israelite.  

Living the life of an Old Testament priest meant 

sacrifice! 

o Being different than the rest of the 

community 

 

WHAT are “Spiritual sacrifices? Spiritual sacrifices 

are… 



 Rejoicing in suffering (1:6) instead of having a 

pity party!  

 Being obedient (1:14) when the world is calling 

us to be in rebellion against God 

 Not being conformed to the desires of your 

former ignorance (1:14) 

 Being Holy (1:14) in an unholy world 

 Conducting yourselves in reverence (1:17) in a 

profane world 

 Showing sincere brotherly love for each other 

(1:22) in a world full of hate 

 

HOW do we “offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God? 

 As priests, we are being built to represent the 

love, grace, mercy and justice of God before the 

people 

 As priests, we are being built to exemplify being 

“Set apart”/Holy before people 

 As priests, we are being built to teach people 

about God 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 To build us into a “Spiritual house” 

 To build us into a priesthood that represents God 

to the people 



 To give us the opportunity to “offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ”  

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

GOD IS PROVIDING US OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR TESTIMONY 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 “But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, 

WHY? so that you may proclaim the praises of the 

one who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 

now you are God’s people; you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

 
When faced with suffering/hostility, the natural 

tendency is to complain, and get angry at God.  

 

Believers are to be different! 



 We are to “proclaim the praises of the one who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light” 

 

HOW are we enabled to “proclaim the praises of the 

one who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light”? 

 By knowing WHO you are: Chosen, 

sanctified…. 

 By knowing WHAT you have: the Holy Spirit, a 

future, a living hope… 

 

ALL believers are “Living stones”! 

 ALL believers are being “Built into a royal and 

holy priesthood” 

o All believers are to represent God to the 

people 

o All believers are to live set apart/holy lives 

o All believers are to be an example of 

following God! 

 All believers are being built to “offer sacrifices 

acceptable to God” 

 

IT doesn’t matter WHO you are, God is working to 

build you into a holy and royal priesthood! 

 



When Milan Cathedral was finished, in the vast 

throngs of people assembled to witness the dedication 

was a little girl who was heard to cry out in childish 

glee, as she pointed to the great building, “I helped to 

build that!”  

“What!” exclaimed one of the guards who was 

standing in brilliant uniform. “Show me what you 

did.”  

“I carried the dinner pail for my father while he 

worked up yonder,” she replied.  

 

Her part, though humble, helped to complete the 

plans of the architect. In relating this story, Bishop 

Leonard makes this comment: “Our part in life may 

seem small, but it should bulk large in our thought 

when we remember that it is helping to complete the 

plan of the Divine Architect.” 

 
YOU are part of God’s Household 

GOD is BUILDING YOU into His household  

YOU are a part of a HOLY, ROYAL Priesthood 

YOU are to be “Offering spiritual sacrifices to God” 

 

FAILURE to understand these things results in…. 

 Angry Christian (Angry at God) 

 Ambivalent Christian (Ambivalent toward 

God—take God or leave God attitude) 



 Shame (Ashamed to be a believer) 

 

REALITY: Facing hostility is draining! 

 No one wants to be mocked, scorned, lose a job, 

kicked out of a family, etc. 

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

GOD IS TEACHING RELIANCE UPON 

CHRIST 

 

1 Peter 2:4-8 “As you (believers) come to him, a 

living stone—rejected by people but chosen and 

honored by God— 5 you yourselves, as living stones, 

a spiritual house, are being built to be a holy 

priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.  6 For it stands in 

Scripture: See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and 

honored cornerstone, and the one who believes in 

him will never be put to shame.  7 So honor will 

come to you who believe; but for the unbelieving, 

The stone that the builders rejected—this one has 

become the cornerstone, 8 and A stone to stumble 

over, and a rock to trip over. They stumble because 



they disobey the word; they were destined for this.” 

(CSB) 
 

Now the most important part of a building is the 

foundation.   

 The foundation must be firm in order to support 

the structure  

o House at Franklin Road Baptist foundation 

 

Two ways a “Cornerstone” was used in building in 

Peter’s day 

 #1: It was the most crucial part of the foundation.   

o It formed a part of a corner or angle in a 

wall.  It was necessary that this cornerstone 

is set correctly or the entire structure could 

be off and rendered ultimately unstable.  

Thus the cornerstone is a visible support 

upon which the building relies for strength 

and stability.   

 #2: It was the final stone which completed an 

arch or was laid at the top corner of a building.2   

 

Peter uses Christ in the sense of being the 

foundational “cornerstone”  

 Christ is “Chosen and honored by God” 

                                                 
2
Wood, D. R. W. (1996). New Bible dictionary (3rd ed. /) (Page 228). Leicester, England; 

Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 



o God, the Master Architect, “Chose” Christ 

as the cornerstone 

o God, the Master Architect has given 

“Honor” to Christ as the “Chosen” 

cornerstone upon which God is building His 

“holy and royal priesthood!”  

o God, the Master Architect, “Chose” those 

who believe in Christ to be built upon Christ 

the cornerstone!    

 

REALITY: Facing hostility is draining! 

 No one wants to be mocked, scorned; lose a job, 

kicked out of a family, etc. 

 

WE need energy as we face hostility and suffering! 

 We need a source of energy as God is 

using/allowing maybe even causing suffering 

and hostility to ‘build us into a holy and royal 

priesthood”! 

 

Christ is a source of energy when we face hostility 

and suffering! 

 

Notice how Peter describes Christ the cornerstone! 

  The cornerstone is a “living Stone” just like 

believers who are the “living stones”!   



o Christ has life “I am the way, the truth and 

the life” (Jn. 14:6) 

o Christ is the source of life  

 

Don’t forget the other ways God energizes us as He 

is building us through suffering/hostility! 

 In 1 Peter 1:3 God fuels us in the midst of 

suffering/hostility by giving us “a living hope”  

 1 Peter 1:23 God fuels us in the midst of 

suffering/hostility through the “living word of 

God.”  

 And now in 1 Peter 2, God fuels us in the midst 

of suffering/hostility by building upon the 

“living stone” – Jesus Christ! 

 

Peter uses Old Testament Scripture passages to 

further describe God’s Cornerstone.  Quoting from 

Isaiah 28:16 Peter states in 1 Peter 2:6 “See, I lay a 

stone in Zion, a chosen and honored cornerstone, and 

the one who believes in him will never be put to 

shame.”  

 Peter uses a Greek double negative making an 

emphatic negative assertion referring to the 

future: never indeed will they be shamed. 



o  So Peter encouraged his readers with a sure 

scriptural promise of ultimate victory for 

those who trust Christ.3 

 

Each year since 1911 a professor from the 

University of Pisa has measured the slant of the 

Tower of Pisa. Each year the measurement has 

shown the old tower leaning a fraction of an inch 

more.  

The tower was started in 1173 by the famous 

architect and builder, Bonano Pisano. He stopped 

work in 1185 when the tower was only three-and-

one-half floors high.  

Ninety years later a second architect added three-

and-one-half circular tiers. The tower was leaning 

when he started. He should have torn it down and 

started with the foundation. Instead he tried to fix the 

lean by straightening the upper tiers to make up for 

the tower’s slant.  

Eighty years passed before a third architect put a 

domed eighth floor on the tower. Still it leaned.  

Scientists say that the foundation must be rebuilt, 

with the 14.500-ton tower held in place by some 

means. Unless this is done, they say, the 800-year-old 

                                                 
3
Walvoord, J. F. (1983-c1985). The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the 

scriptures (1 Pe 2:6). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



tower will inevitably fall. It is currently leaning 17 

feet. 4 

 

What God has chosen as the cornerstone of His 

building is the ultimate cornerstone of Jesus Christ.   

 God’s cornerstone which is supporting His 

building is not going to crack.   

 The foundation is going to stay strong.   

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

Why does God allow hostility/persecution and 

suffering of His followers? 

 

GOD IS REVEALING THE CAUSE OF 

HOSTILITY 

 

1 Peter 2:7-8 “ So honor will come to you who 

believe; but for the unbelieving, The stone that the 

builders rejected—this one has become the 

cornerstone, 8 and A stone to stumble over, and a 

rock to trip over. They stumble because they disobey 

the word; they were destined for this.” (CSB) 

                                                 
4
Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : [a treasury of 

illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian 

workers]. Garland TX: Bible Communications. 



 Jesus Christ is offensive to those who refuse to 

believe.   

 

Notice the words that Peter uses to describe how the 

world feels about Jesus Christ. 

 Peter states that the culture has “rejected” Jesus 

Christ  

 Quoting from Ps. 118:22, Peter states that the 

culture sees Jesus as a “stumbling stone” and a 

“rock of Offense”  

 

“Growing Intolerance for Christianity in U.S.” by 

Delores Liesner in the Christian Post (2011) 

 The Supreme court determining to exclude 

anyone who prays in Jesus name from a rotation 

of officials who open city business meetings 

 The removal of US military Chaplain Gordon 

Klingenschmitt, over the issue of praying in 

Jesus Name 

 UCLA's prohibiting a graduating student from 

thanking her "Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" in 

her graduation speech 

 

The culture sees Jesus as a “stumbling stone” and a 

“rock of Offense”  

 Why?  Because Jesus Christ allows no wiggle 

room.   

https://www.christianpost.com/news/growing-intolerance-for-christianity-in-us.html


o Either you accept Him and go to heaven or 

you reject Him and go to hell.   

 There is no alternative.   

 

Peter states in v. 8 that they are ultimately “doomed.”   

 Why?  Notice the reason in v. 8 “. . .  for they 

stumble because they are disobedient to the 

word” 

o  All who do not receive Christ as their 

Savior will one day face Him as their 

Judge.5  It is not that God is not calling 

people to repentance; it is the fact that 

people are rejecting God’s way of salvation 

through Jesus Christ.   

 

WE 

WHEN you face hostility/suffering it is important to 

UNDERSTAND…. 

 WHO you are  

 WHAT God is doing 

 WHY God is allowing hostility/suffering 

 

FAILURE to understand these things results in…. 

 Leaving the faith – worst 

 Conformity to get along—bad 

 
                                                 
5
Walvoord, J. F. (1983-c1985). The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the 

scriptures (1 Pe 2:7). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



FAILURE to understand these things results in…. 

 Weak church 

 Weak testimony 

 

FAILURE to understand these things results in…. 

 Angry Christian (Angry at God) 

 Ambivalent Christian (Ambivalent toward 

God—take God or leave God attitude) 

 Shame (Ashamed to be a believer) 

 

UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE 

MIDST OF SUFFERING 

 

God allows suffering/hostility to  

 Building us into a priesthood 

 Teaching us how to deny self 

 Providing opportunities for testimony 

 Teaching reliance upon Christ 

 Revealing the cause of hostility 

 

God is at work in the midst of suffering! 

 

Suffering/hostility is NOT without purpose! 

 

PQ: How are you viewing suffering hostility?  

 Do you view it as something God can/is/does 

use?  



 Do you view it as an opportunity to grow in your 

faith? 

 Do you view it as an opportunity to be a 

testimony of God’s mercy? 

 

PQ: How are you viewing suffering hostility?  

 Do you view it with anger? 

 Do you view it as a punishment from God? 

 Do you run from it at all costs?  

 

PQ: How are you viewing suffering hostility?  

 


