
How to Suffer 

Job 1  

ETS: Job gave us an example of how a righteous person 
suffers 
ESS: Suffering exposes our righteousness or lack thereof 
OSS: I want people to suffer as righteous people 
PQ: Are you suffering as a righteous person suffers? 
UW: Suffering 
 

ME 
 

As some of you know, we found a house on Wednesday 
and we were excited. It was in a neighborhood that I 
love. It was the right size, it had no visible issues and it 
was within our price range.  

• Our realtor said there were already offers on the 
house so we needed to offer our best price. 
o We offered a price that would have been almost 

$16,000 OVER the asking price. 
▪ It was at the top of our range. 

• The next day, they stopped taking bids 
o That night our realtor said we were still in the 

running and we’d know if we got it on Friday at 
11:00am 
▪ We had everyone praying.  



• I really wanted that house and I prayed “God if you 
want us to have this, please show us favor; however, 
I will accept whatever happens.” 
o Shortly after 11:00 we received word that they 

did not accept our bid. 
▪ Honestly, we were very sad.  

• The house was perfect and the timing 
would have been perfect.  

 
Why didn’t God honor our request?  

• Doesn’t God know we want to move closer to WBC?  

• Didn’t God know this would be the perfect location? 
 
I found myself struggling but determined to hold onto 
God; yet I don’t understand.  
 
WHY does God allow us to STRUGGLE? 
WHY does God all SUFFERING? 
 
I had a pastor friend who was challenged with a question 
that he didn’t know how to answer so he posed the 
question to some of us. Here is the question: 

• “If God is good why does He allow sex trafficking to 
happen?” 
o If God is all-powerful, why doesn’t He stop sex 

trafficking?” 



 
How would you answer that question?  
 
The most powerful argument AGAINST the existence of 
God is the presence of EVIL/SUFFERING 

• If God exists, why does He allow evil to exist? 

• If God exists, why does He allow bad things to 
happen to good people? 

• If God is all-powerful, why doesn’t he stop evil, why 
doesn’t He end injustice?  

 
WE 

 
You may find yourself asking that question at times! 

• If God loves ME, why does God allow ME to suffer? 

• If God loves ME, why doesn’t He do what I think 
would be the best thing to do? 

 
Why do WE SUFFER?  

• Why does God allow bad things to happen to good 
people? 

• If God loves His children, why does He allow us 
children to suffer? 

• If God loves you, why doesn’t He do what you think 
would be the best thing to do? 

 



GOD 
Turn to the Book of Job 
 
This may be the oldest book in the Old Testament! 

• There are no allusions to the Law of Moses in the 
book, but there IS a mention of a flood (22:16).  
o So it appears to have taken place sometime 

between Noah and Moses.  
 
What is the Book of Job about?  

• Most think that the purpose of the book of Job is to 
answer the age-old question, “Why does God allow 
the righteous to suffer?” 
o BUT, is that REALLY the PURPOSE of this Book? 

 
Job 1:1 “There was a man in the country of Uz named 
Job. He was a man of complete integrity, who feared God 
and turned away from evil.  
 
Is this a real story?  

• Ezekiel refers to Job in Ezekiel 14:14 

• Paul quotes from the book of Job on several 
occasions in his writings in 1 Co 3:19 and Ro 11:35. 

• James, the half-brother of Jesus and the writer of 
the book of James, also refers to Job in James 5:10-
11. 



 
Clearly the Jews thought this to be real story because it 
was included in what is called the “Wisdom Literature” 
of the Old Testament.  
 
Job was a real man who lived in a real country, Uz. 
 
You’ve probably heard of the “Prosperity Gospel” or 
“Name it and Claim it” 

• According to a Vox article, “The prosperity gospel, 
explained: Why Joel Osteen believes that prayer can 
make you rich”  

• “A 2006 Times poll found that 17% of American 
Christians identify explicitly with the prosperity 
gospel movement 
o 31 % espouse the idea that “if you give your 

money to God, God will bless you with more 
money.”  

o A full 61% agree with the more general idea 
that “God wants people to be prosperous.” 

 
If there ever was a poster boy for the Prosperity Gospel, 
it was Job! 
 
Job 1:2-3 “He had seven sons and three daughters. 3 His 
estate included seven thousand sheep and goats, three 

https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/9/1/15951874/prosperity-gospel-explained-why-joel-osteen-believes-prayer-can-make-you-rich-trump
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1533448,00.html


thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five 
hundred female donkeys, and a very large number of 
servants. Job was the greatest man among all the people 
of the east.” 

• In Job’s day, wealth was measured in livestock-and 
Job was a very wealthy man! 

 
From a Prosperity Gospel standpoint, the reason why 
Job was so well-off was because “He was a man of 
complete integrity, who feared God and turned away 
from evil.” (v. 1) 
 
From a Prosperity Gospel standpoint, the reason why 
Job was so well-off was because Job honored God! 

• Job 1:4-5 His sons used to take turns having 
banquets at their homes. They would send an 
invitation to their three sisters to eat and drink 
with them. 5 Whenever a round of banqueting 
was over, Job would send for his children and 
purify them, rising early in the morning to offer 
burnt offerings for all of them. For Job thought, 
“Perhaps my children have sinned, having cursed 
God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular 
practice. 

 



If you were alive during Job’s time and you knew what 
Job did, you’d say that God blessed Job with all this 
wealth because Job honored God and Job loved his 
family! 
 
Is that why God blessed Job?  
 
The idea of a nice life being the result of being a “good” 
person is a connection most tend to believe!  

• What if that is the WRONG connection to make?  

• What if there is NO CONNECTION between being a 
“righteous person” and being a “wealthy person”? 

 
When I was pastoring in Alabama I’d hear preachers say 
“That’ll preach.” 

• That’ll preach if you tell people that IF they walk 
with God, THEN God will bless them financially! 
o That’s a message people want to hear and 

preachers want to preach! 

• That’ll preach if you tell people that if they honor 
God with their money THEN God will return the 
money back to them 100 fold!! 
o That’s a message people want to hear and 

preachers really want to preach! 
 
WHAT IF, the message is all wrong?  



• What if there is NO CONNECTION between being a 
“righteous person” and being a “wealthy person”? 

• What if the reason God allows a person to grow 
wealthy is NOT because they are necessary a 
“good person”  

• What if the reason God allows good things to 
happen to some people is NOT because they’ve 
been a good person!  

 
We all can point to people we’d say are wicked, who are 
wealthy! 

• A pastor whose podcast I listen to was talking about 
playing golf in California. 
o As they crested a hill walking to the next tee, he 

spotted a huge mansion 
▪ He asked his golfing host, “Whose mansion 

is that”? The host replied, “The man who 
owns that mansion owns the largest 
internet porn site in the world.” 

 
Being a healthy and/or wealthy person is NOT because a 
person is a “righteous” person. 
 
I’d argue that Job was wealthy NOT because he “was a 
man of complete integrity, who feared God and turned 
away from evil!” 



• YES: his integrity saved Job from the consequences 
of sin 

• YES: Job pleased God because he “feared” or 
“Revered” God 

• YES: Job pleased God because he “turned away from 
evil.” 

 
BUT, the reason Job was wealthy and healthy was NOT 
an IF/THEN transaction between him and God. 

• We tend to think of God as a “Cosmic Vending 
machine!” 
o IF I do “good” God will bless me 
o IF I give to God, God will increase my money 

 
PROBLEM: God is NOT a vending machine! 

• You don’t put a “Prayer in” and get a “new house” 
out of God! 

 
WHY was Job so blessed?  
 
Jesus gives us the answer! 

• John 9:1-3 “As he was passing by, he saw a man 
blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents 



sinned,” Jesus answered. “This came about so that 
God’s works might be displayed in him” 
o The man’s condition had nothing to do with 

what he did or did not do for God! 
o The man’s condition had nothing to do with 

whether or not his parents were good people! 

• The man was in the condition for one reason: “so 
that God’s works might be displayed in him” 

 
God allowed—or even caused—this man to be born 
“blind from birth” for this moment! 
 
To be honest, that is a DIFFICULT PILL to swallow! 

• Do you mean that God allows—or even causes—
people to be born with a birth defect so that “His 
works may be displayed through them”? As difficult 
as it is to say, YES! 

• Do you mean that God allows—or even causes—
people to become wealthy, even wicked people, so 
as to somehow display His mighty works? Yes 
o If you study Scripture, you’ll see that God raises 

up wicked and righteous people to bring about 
His plan.  

 
Do you not think the man born blind prayed many times 
to be healed? YES! 



Do you not think the parents of the man born blind 
prayed many times for their son to be healed? 

• Yet, He continued to stay blind! 
o Do you not think they wondered if there was a 

God?  
o Do you not think they wondered if God really 

cared about them? 
 
The man born blind from birth stayed “blind” until God 
was ready to “display His mighty works through him.” 
 
I’d argue that Job was wealthy NOT because he “was a 
man of complete integrity, who feared God and turned 
away from evil” but rather God gave him the ability to 
gain great wealth so that God could “display His mighty 
works through him.” 
 
BUT, the “mighty works” that God was going to “display 
through him” was NOT going to be seen through Job’s 
prosperity—but rather through Job’s suffering! 
 
What is the PURPOSE of the Book of Job?  

• WHY is this book in the Bible?  
 
Common Answer: The Book of Job answers the question, 
“Why does God good people to suffer?” 



• I.E: Why does God allow BAD things to happen to 
GOOD people? 

 
The COMMON ANSWER is the WRONG ANSWER! 
 

The REASON for the Book of Job is to answer the 
question: 

HOW SHOULD A RIGHTEOUS PERSON SUFFER? 
How does a person who “fears the Lord” face suffering? 

 
The CLIMAX of the Book of Job is a confrontation with 
God! 

• Job gets to do what WE all have wanted to do with 
God at some time or another: Have a face-to-face 
meeting with God where we air our grievances 
against Him. 

 
Although Job gets his wish to have a meeting with God, 
JOB is never going to be told WHY the suffering was 
brought about on him! 

• Job went to his grave with the biggest question we 
ask when suffering comes into our life: WHY? 

 
The PURPOSE of the Book of JOB is not to answer the 
question: “Why Does God allow suffering”, but rather 
“HOW does a righteous person suffer”?  



• WHEN you are faced with suffering, HOW do you 
COMPARE to Job?  

• Do you face suffering as a “righteous person” 
should? 
o Is there a difference between how you are 

facing suffering and those who do not know 
Christ face suffering?  

 
HOW does a righteous person suffer”? 
 
Job 1:6-7 One day the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with 
them. 7 The Lord asked Satan, “Where have you come 
from?” “From roaming through the earth,” Satan 
answered him, “and walking around on it.”  

• Reminder: there is another dimension at work while 
we go about our lives! 

• Reminder: as Peter said Satan is a “roaring lion 
seeking whom he may devour”!  

 
Job 1:8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you 
considered my servant Job? No one else on earth is like 
him, a man of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns 
away from evil.” 

• WHY would God draw Satan’s attention to Job?  



o Could it be that the reason God had enabled 
Job to obtain great weath and enjoy a great life 
was for this moment?  
▪ Could it be that God was going to use Job to 

“display His mighty works”? 
 
If so, WHY Job?  

• Because Job was a “righteous man”; he was “a man 
of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns away 
from evil” BY CHOICE! 

 
Job CHOSE to live “righteously” before God 

• Job 1:5 tells us it was Job’s “regular practice” to 
“offer burnt offerings for all” his children 

 
Job did not allow the wealth and health to distract him 
from his pursuit of God! 
 
God knew something that Satan did not—Job’s heart! 

• Satan is NOT Omniscient—he doesn’t know your 
heart 
o Satan looks only on your outward actions 

• Satan DOES NOT believe in you; he does not believe 
the BEST for you—he only wants to kill, steal and 
destroy. 

 



Job 1:9-11 “Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God 
for nothing? 10 Haven’t you placed a hedge around him, 
his household, and everything he owns? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and 
strike everything he owns, and he will surely curse you to 
your face.” 

• Satan did not know Job’s heart 

• Satan does not know a person like God knows a 
person 

• Satan could not believe that a person—especially a 
person blessed materially by God—could keep 
his/her focus on God 

 
Job 1:12-11 “Very well,” the Lord told Satan, “everything 
he owns is in your power. However, do not lay a hand on 
Job himself.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence. 

• Reminder: God limits Satan 

• Reminder: Satan is NOT more powerful than God 

• Reminder: Satan can only do what God allows him 
to do 

 
WHY is God going to allow Satan to destroy Job’s wealth? 

• To “display his mighty works” 

• To show us “HOW a righteous person suffers” 
 



When Satan is allowed to do what he wants to do, the 
result is destruction! 

• Satan hit Job as fast and as hard as he can 
 
Job 1:13-17  One day when Job’s sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s 
house, 14 a messenger came to Job and reported, “While 
the oxen were plowing and the donkeys grazing nearby, 
15 the Sabeans swooped down and took them away. 
They struck down the servants with the sword, and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!” 

• Satan destroyed Job’s wealth by inciting the Sabeans 
to steal the animals. 
o Satan incites people to carry out his task of 

destruction 
 
16 He was still speaking when another messenger came 
and reported, “God’s fire fell from heaven. It burned the 
sheep and the servants and devoured them, and I alone 
have escaped to tell you!” 

• Satan has the ability to make supernatural things 
happen 

 
17 That messenger was still speaking when yet another 
came and reported, “The Chaldeans formed three bands, 
made a raid on the camels, and took them away. They 



struck down the servants with the sword, and I alone 
have escaped to tell you!” 

• Satan destroyed Job’s wealth by inciting the 
Chaldeans to steal the animals and now kill people—
“the servants” 

 
Satan’s destruction is ramping up… 
 
18 He was still speaking when another messenger came 
and reported, “Your sons and daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 
Suddenly a powerful wind swept in from the desert and 
struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on the 
young people so that they died, and I alone have escaped 
to tell you!” 

• Satan has no regard for human life—he doesn’t care 
about your family.  

 
In a matter of minutes, Job learns that he has lost 
everything! 

• Job’s family was a tight-knit family who would 
regularly get to together/  

• His family was everything to him. 
o Job’s “regular practice” was to “purify his 

children” by “sacrificing to the Lord” for them  
 



Now, his family—the most precious thing to Job—was 
gone AND HE DIDN’T KNOW WHY! 

• He didn’t know WHY God allowed his livestock to be 
stolen 

• It appeared that God was the One who destroyed 
Job’s animals and servants by sending fire down 
from heaven 
o Job didn’t know why “fire” came down from 

heaven! 

• It appeared that God was the one who sent the 
strong wind that collapse the house killing all of 
Job’s children! 

 
From Job’s perspective, it appeared that GOD was the 
One who destroyed everything Job owned and loved! 

• Do you think Job’s immediate thought was: “Satan 
did this to me”? NO! 
o The Old Testament does not speak directly 

about Satan as the New Testament 
▪ Satan in the Old Testament is subtle (e.g. 

the serpent in the Garden) 

• It isn’t until after Job, that we read 
about the King of Tyre who was a 
personification of Satan, but again the 
Old Testament is subtle in its 
description of Satan.  



o My Point: “The Devil made me do it” was NOT a 
phrase in Job’s time! 
▪ The battle between God and Satan was not 

brought out into the open until Jesus came 
and Satan unleashed the forces of hell to try 
to keep Christ from going to the cross! 

 
From Job’s perspective, it appeared that GOD was the 
One who destroyed everything Job owned and loved! 
 
If YOU were Job, how would you respond?  

• How have YOU responded when everything went 
bad?  
o Did YOU use it as an excuse to sin?  
o Did YOU become angry with God and stop 

praying, attending church, etc.? 
 
If YOU were Job, how would you respond?  

• How have you responded when everything went 
bad?  

 
The purpose of the Book of Job is to show us HOW a 
righteous person suffers. 

• The REASON God allowed Satan to destroy Job’s 
family and wealth was to give us an example of 
HOW a righteous person suffers. 



 
That may not seem FAIR to you, but remember…. 

• God is the One who enabled Job to gain his wealth! 

• God is the One who enabled Job to have a large 
family of healthy children 

• God had blessed Job with all he had 
 
What Job does in response to this tragedy shows WHY 
Job was… 

• “a man of complete integrity, who feared God and 
turned away from evil.” 

• Offering “burnt offerings for his children” early in 
the morning out of fear they may have “cursed God 
in their hearts.” 

 
Job worshiped God NOT to gain wealth, but because Job 
recognized WHO he was compared to God! 

• Job realized that he was completely DEPENDENT 
upon God  

• Job realized that he was completely at God’s 
mercies 

• Job realized that everything he had was a GIFT from 
God 

• Job realized that everything he had was temporary 
and could be taken away at any moment by God. 

 



How does a righteous person suffer? 
A Righteous Person Suffers in Total Surrender 

 
Job 1:20-21 “Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and 
shaved his head. He fell to the ground and worshiped, 21 
saying: Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked I will leave this life. The Lord gives, and the Lord 
takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
Suffering exposes our heart! 

• Suffering exposes our PERSPECTIVE 
 
Job’s immediate reaction to LOSS was WORSHIP! 

• Job worshiped God because God is worthy of 
worship 
o Job DIDN’T worship God because God had 

blessed him; Job worshipped God despite the 
blessings of God! 
▪ Job worshiped God because God is worthy 

of worship 
o Job DIDN’T worship God as a way to manipulate 

God so he could get more stuff! 
▪ Job worshiped God because God is worthy 

of worship 
 
HOW can a Righteous Person Suffer in Total Surrender? 



A Righteous Person has a Different Perspective 
 

Suffering exposes our PERSPECTIVE 
 
Job’s perspective was: Everything I own or have is a gift 
from God! 
 
Job’s perspective was: God gives and God takes away! 

• An even when God takes away, He is still to be 
worshipped! 

 
Job’s perspective was: Everything is temporary! 
 

How does a righteous person suffer? 
A Righteous Person Suffers in Total Surrender 

 
Job 1:22 Throughout all this Job did not sin or blame God 
for anything.” 

 
Many times people use suffering as an excuse to sin! 

• “Since God did (xyz) to me, than I’m going to 
‘Punish’ God by sinning!” 

• “Since God did (xyz) to me, I’m tired of following 
God! I’m just going to live my life the way I want to.” 

 



If you use suffering as an excuse to sin, then you have 
not been following God because you LOVE GOD but for 
what you thought you could get out of God! 

• You were okay with tithing as long as the paycheck 
was coming in, but now that you have been laid off, 
you aren’t going to give to God. 

• You were okay with coming to church when life was 
great, but since your loss, you stopped attending 

• You were okay with talking about God’s goodness 
when life was good, but since you lost your job, you 
don’t want to talk about God. 

• You “followed God” when things were great, but 
since that time of suffering, you have been living 
apart from God in sin.  

 
God uses and allows suffering to expose our hearts to 
ourselves—He already knows your heart! 
 
God uses and allows suffering to expose our true feelings 
about him 

• Job “did not blame God” for his loss! 
 
Would YOU have blamed God? 
 
Do you still believe He is a God who loves you, even in 
the midst of loss and suffering?  



• Do you still believe He is “on the throne” in the 
midst of the valley? 

• Do you still believe He still hears your prayer—even 
though they seem to be unanswered? 

 
Suffering exposes our heart 
Suffering exposes our perspective 
 

YOU  
PQ: Do You Face Suffering as a Righteous Person? 
 

• Are you facing suffering in anger?  

• Are you facing suffering by hatred of God? 

• Are you facing suffering by engaging in sin? 

• Are you facing suffering by running from God? 
 

Job ran to God in the midst of his suffering 
Job refused to sin in the midst of his suffering 
 
PQ: Do You Face Suffering as a Righteous Person? 

WE 


