
Fact or Fiction 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

 
ETS: Peter reminded believers of why he believed what 
he believed 
ESS: We need to be reminded of why we believe the 
Scriptures 
OSS: I want people to be firm in their trust of the 
Scriptures 
PQ: Are you confident in your belief? 
UW: Information  
 

ME 
 

Buzz words: Misinformation and Disinformation 

• What is the difference?  
o Misinformation refers to false or out-of-context 

information that is presented as fact regardless 
of an intent to deceive. 

o Disinformation is a type of misinformation that 
is intentionally false and intended to deceive or 
mislead. 
▪ Disinformation is intentionally, maliciously 

deceptive. 
 

WE 



 
How do you know what you believe is true?  

• How do you know that you have come to believe 
“misinformation”? 

• How do you know that the Bible isn’t 
“misinformation” or at worst, “disinformation”? 

 
WHEN you are facing hostility and persecution, natural 
question is: IS what I believe true?  

• Is the information I believe really misinformation 

• Am I the victim of disinformation?  
 
Important question because you have to decide … 

• Is this belief worth losing my job over? 

• Is this belief worth losing my family over?  

• Is this worth dying for? 
 
These are questions people in many countries have to 
answer when it comes to Christianity! 
 
Your answer will be determined by your CONFIDENCE in 
the INFORMATION 
 
What determines CONFIDENCE in INFORMATION? 

• The Source of the information.  



o Does the SOURCE of the information have 
anything to GAIN or LOSE? 

For Example: NPR Headline: “50 Years Ago, Sugar Industry 
Quietly Paid Scientists To Point Blame At Fat” 

• Apparently, the “Sugar Research Foundation wanted 
to "refute" concerns about sugar's possible role in 
heart disease. The SRF then sponsored research by 
Harvard scientists that did just that. The result was 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine in 
1967, with no disclosure of the sugar industry 
funding.” 

Result: 

• Study published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine that sugar intake was NOT a factor in heart 
disease 
o RESULT: The media then reports: “According to a 

study published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, a team of scientists from Harvard 
University concluded that sugar intake is not a 
factor in heart disease” 

o RESULT: The politicians say “According to 
scientists sugar intake is not a factor in heart 
disease” 

 
In determining if something is true, you need to look at 
the source 

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/09/13/493739074/50-years-ago-sugar-industry-quietly-paid-scientists-to-point-blame-at-fat


• Who is funding the research?  

• Is there something to be GAINED by the source 
producing research that has a foregone conclusion? 

 
What determines CONFIDENCE in INFORMATION? 

• We have to ask: Does the information Correspond to 
reality? 
o For example: “According to a recent study, all 

dogs bite strangers” 
▪ PROBLEM: That statement does not 

correspond to reality! 

• The problem is not “ALL” dogs bite 
strangers! 
o Truth: “Some dogs bite strangers” 

• ALWAYS look at statements carefully—oftentimes a 
simple qualifier can change the whole meaning of 
the statement.  

 
What determines CONFIDENCE in INFORMATION? 

• We have to ask, Does the information make sense? – 
i.e., does the logic hold true? 

 
WHEN you are facing hostility and persecution, natural 
questions are:  

• Is this belief worth losing my job over? 

• Is this believe worth losing my family over?  



• Is this worth dying for? 
 
WE need to have these questions answered! 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED what we BELIEVE is TRUE, 
we will abandon our faith! 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED what we BELIEVE is TRUE, 
we will give into PEER PRESSURE 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED that SCRIPTURE is 
TRUSTWORTHY, we will feel free to IGNORE or 
MODIFY parts of Scripture that CONFLICTS with 
culture! 

 
In 1995 there was a movie called BRAVEHEART 

• It is the story of Scottish warrior, William Wallace 
and the rebellion he led to free his homeland from 
King Edward 1 of England. 

• In the final scene, Wallace is being disemboweled 
while alive as an example of what the English will do 
to people like him who want to be free from the 
English tyranny. 

• As Wallace is screaming out in pain, he turns to the 
people and with his last breath he screams 
“FREEDOM!” 
o Wallace died for what he believed! 
o He believed that freedom was worth dying for.  

 



WHEN you have a man who is about to DIE for what he 
believes, you take note! 

• Clearly this man is CONVINCED that what he believes 
is true 
o He is not changing his opinion so he can have 

his life spared.  
o He is not changing his opinion so he can get 

reelected or to appease the crowd by claiming 
that his views have “evolved.” 

 
WHEN you have a man who is about to DIE for what he 
believes, you take note! 

• You should want to know: WHAT convinced this man 
of what he believes? 
o WHAT cemented this man’s believe to the point 

he is willing to die for his belief?  
 

GOD 
 

Turn to 2 Peter 1 
 
Audience: Believers 

• Believers who are facing hostility and persecution 
 

• Peter has been challenging the believers to “Make 
every effort to supplement” their faith. 



o Faith is the starting point, but NOT the ending 
point! 

• Peter then challenged them (and us) to “Supplement 
our faith” with: “goodness, goodness with 
knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-control 
with endurance, endurance with godliness, godliness 
with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love.” (Vss. 5-7) 
o REASON: to “keep you from being useless or 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

o REASON: To give us clarity, humility, joy, and 
stability in our walk with Christ.  

 
IS this “Rocket Science”? NO! 

• Believers should know that we need to “supplement 
our faith” with these things!  
o WHY is Peter telling us something we already 

know? 
 
2 Peter 1:12-15 “Therefore I will always remind you 
about these things, even though you know them and are 
established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is 
right, as long as I am in this bodily tent, to wake you up 
with a reminder, 14 since I know that I will soon lay aside 
my tent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has indeed made clear 



to me. 15 And I will also make every effort so that you 
are able to recall these things at any time after my 
departure.” 

• Peter is like William Wallace lying on the table! 
o He knows his death is coming soon! 

▪ Peter refers to being in “Babylon” in his first 
letter.  

• Babylon was code for Rome—which is 
where, according to tradition, Peter 
was crucified upside down. 

 
WHAT determined Peter’s confidence? 

• Peter’s desire what believers have the same 
confidence he has! 
o 2 Peter 1:10-11 “Therefore, brothers and sisters, 

make every effort to confirm your calling and 
election, (WHY) because if you do these things 
you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, (i.e, 
by confirm your calling and election) entry into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you. 

 
In order to ensure that believers have the SAME 
CONFIDENCE as Peter has, here is what Peter is going to 
do: 2 Peter 1:12 “Therefore I will always remind you 



about these things, even though you know them and are 
established in the truth you now have. 
 
WHY do we gather on Sunday?  

• Celebrate our Risen Savior 

• Fellowship with other believers 

• Be reminded of our ELECTION and CALLING 
o The preaching/teaching of God’s Word is part of 

the REMINDING process! 
o The singing of psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs is part of the REMINDING process! 
 
You are NOT going to be REMINDED of these things in 
the WORLD! 

• WHY? Because Satan is the “god of this world” 
o Satan is running the world system (media, 

academia, politics, and even “religious” 
institutions) 

 
WE need to gather on Sunday to be REMINDED of these 
things! 

• You need to have time with the Lord in His Word 
consistently to be “Reminded of these things.” 

 
IF we are NOT reminded of these things,  

• WE can be unstable in your faith 



• WE become easy prey for the “god of this world” to 
abandon your faith 

• WE can conform to the world 

• WE will buckle to peer pressure and compromise in 
your faith. 

 
2 Peter 1:13 “I think it is right, as long as I am in this 
bodily tent, to wake you up with a reminder” 

• We can easily be lulled into complacency  

• We can easily be pressured into conformity 
 
Peter is like William Wallace lying on the table: He knows 
his death is coming soon, YET, he has CONFIDENCE in his 
belief! 

• WHY is Peter so CONFIDENT in what he believes?  

• WHY does Peter want US to be CONFIDENT in what 
WE believe?  

 
How do we know we aren’t the victims of 

misinformation? 
Eyewitnesses Wrote Scripture 

 
2 Peter 1:16 “For we did not follow cleverly contrived 
myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  



 
What is a myth? 

• One of Webster’s definition: a person or thing having 
only an imaginary or unverifiable existence 

 
Is Jesus a myth? (From Gotquestions.org) 

• There are a number of people claiming that the 
accounts of Jesus as recorded in the New Testament 
are simply myths borrowed from pagan folklore, 
such as the stories of Osiris, Dionysus, Adonis, Attis, 
and Mithras. The claim is that these myths are 
essentially the same story as the New Testament’s 
narrative of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.1 
o Problem: When you put the story of Christ side-

by-side to these various stories from pagan 
folklore, they do match up.  

 
For example: It is claimed that Jesus is a copy of the 
Egyptian god Horus.  
 
However, when the actual writings about Horus are 
competently examined, this is what we find: 

• Horus was born to Isis; there is no mention in history 
of her being called “Mary.”  

 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-myth.html 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-myth.html


o Moreover, “Mary” is our Anglicized form of her 
real name, Miryam or Miriam. “Mary” was not 
even used in the original texts of Scripture. 

• Isis was not a virgin; she was the widow of Osiris 
and conceived Horus with Osiris. 

• Horus was born during month of Khoiak (Oct/Nov), 
not December 25.  
o Further, there is no mention in the Bible as to 

Christ’s actual birth date. 

• Horus is not a “savior” in any way; he did not die for 
anyone. 

• There are no accounts of Horus being a teacher at 
the age of 12. 

• Horus was not “baptized.”  
o The only account of Horus that involves water is 

one story where Horus is torn to pieces, with Isis 
requesting the crocodile god to fish him out of 
the water. 

 
Jesus is also compared to Mithras by those claiming that 
Jesus Christ is a myth. What does the Mithras myth 
actually say? 

• Mithras was born out of a solid rock, not from any 
woman. 

• Mithras battled first with the sun and then with a 
primeval bull, thought to be the first act of creation. 



Mithras killed the bull, which then became the 
ground of life for the human race. 

• There is no mention of Mithras being a great 
teacher. 

• There is no mention of Mithras having 12 disciples.  

• Mithras had no bodily resurrection.  
 
Article: “Was Jesus a Real Person?” By Natalie Wolchover 
April 14, 2011 in LiveScience “Most theological 
historians, Christian and non-Christian alike, believe that 
Jesus really did walk the Earth.” 

• That’s good! Because Peter believed Jesus walked 
the earth! 

 
WHY did Peter believe Jesus walked the earth? 

• Because Peter walked the earth with Jesus: “we 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty” 

 
WHEN you only have 1 WITNESS it is difficult to PROVE a 
case 

• The more eye witnesses the better! 
 
Peter’s CLAIM “WE were eyewitnesses of his majesty” 

• Who is the “we”? 
o The Apostles 

 



Earlier I asked: What determines CONFIDENCE in 
INFORMATION? 

• The Source of the information.  
o Does the SOURCE of the information have 

anything to GAIN or LOSE? 
▪ Ex: Sugar Study backed by the Sugar 

Industry to argue that sugar intake does not 
affect heart disease 

• REASON they paid the scientists off 
was to make sure that sugar sales 
would not be hurt! 

 
SOURCE of the teachings about Christ: The Apostles 
 
Did the Apostles have any reason to lie? 

• No!  
o What did their preaching and teaching get 

them?  
▪ In most cases, painful death! 
▪ An itinerate life 
▪ An uncomfortable life 

• Remember, the Apostles were preaching Jesus is 
risen outside the city in which Jesus was crucified!  
o All their enemies had to do was produce Jesus’ 

body and that would have been the end! 



• Remember, Peter KNOWS he is about to DIE for this 
belief! 
o Peter was about to lose his life 
o Peter’s life since meeting Jesus was an itinerate 

life—one filled with challenges that he would 
not have faced if he had just stayed in the 
fishing business.  

 
What is the claim?  

• “We were eyewitnesses of His majesty” 

• Peter was an eyewitness who was writing in the 
same time as other eyewitnesses who were alive 
when Jesus was on the earth. 
o If Peter was making up a story about a man 

named Jesus, then people who lived at the 
same time in the same place could have easily 
refuted his story.  
▪ Peter and the other apostles are not 

writing about a man who lived hundreds 
of years earlier, but a man who lived in 
their lifetime and in the lifetime of the 
people he was writing to! 

 
Earlier I asked: What determines CONFIDENCE in 
INFORMATION? 



• We have to ask: Does the information Correspond to 
reality? 

 
How do we know we aren’t the victims of 

misinformation? 
Scripture Contains Proven Prophetic Fulfillment 

 
One TEST of Scripture: Have prophecies in Scripture 
proven true?  

• Prophecy: 2 Peter 1:12-15 “Therefore I will always 
remind you about these things, even though you 
know them and are established in the truth you now 
have. 13 I think it is right, as long as I am in this 
bodily tent, to wake you up with a reminder, 14 
since I know that I will soon lay aside my tent, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ has indeed made clear to me. 15 
And I will also make every effort so that you are able 
to recall these things at any time after my 
departure.” 
o Jesus prophesied Peter’s death: John 21:18-19 

“Truly I tell you, when you were younger, you 
would tie your belt and walk wherever you 
wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch 
out your hands and someone else will tie you 
and carry you where you don’t want to go.” 19 
He said this to indicate by what kind of death 



Peter would glorify God. After saying this, he 
told him, “Follow me.” 
▪ Peter is now old  
▪ Peter believed Jesus’ prophecy about him 

would come true! 
 
Why did Peter believe this prophecy to come true? 

• Because much of what Jesus had prophesied came 
true! 
o His own betrayal by one of His Disciples 
o His disciples would dessert Him  
o Peter would deny Him three times 
o He would die in Jerusalem  
o He would die during the Passover (Passover) 
o He would die by crucifixion 
o He would be handed over by the religious 

leaders 
o He would raise bodily again (Firstfruits) 
o He would give the Holy Spirit (Pentecost)  

 
2 Peter 1:16-18 “For we did not follow cleverly contrived 
myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to 
him from the Majestic Glory, saying “This is my beloved 



Son, with whom I am well-pleased!” 18 We ourselves 
heard this voice when it came from heaven while we 
were with him on the holy mountain. 

• Did this occurrence happen in secret? No! 
o God the Father said these audible words when 

Jesus was transfigured! 
▪ Peter was there to hear these words! 
▪ There were two other eyewitnesses (James 

and John) who were alive and could be 
interviewed when Peter wrote this letter.  

 
IN addition to being “Eyewitnesses”, Peter throw in 
another piece of INFORMATION! 

• 2 Peter 1:19 “We also have the prophetic word 
strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts.” 

 
WHAT is the “Prophetic word”? 

• The Old Testament 
 

Jesus fulfilled at least 300 prophecies in His earthly 

ministry. Here is a sample: 

• Genesis 12:3 Jesus descended from Abraham 

and has been a blessing to the whole world 



• Zechariah 9:9 - Christ's Triumphant Ride into 

Jerusalem 

• Isaiah 53:3 - Rejection of Christ by His Own 

People (Isaiah 53:3) 

• Isaiah 53:7--Jesus was Silent before His Accusers 

• Psalm 22:17-18 --The Soldiers Divided His 

Garments and Cast Lots for His Clothes  

• Numbers 9:12--Not One of His Bones Would be 

Broken  

• Psalm 22:14-16--They Would Pierce His Hands 

and Feet  

• Isaiah 53:5-6, 8, 12 --Jesus Will Die as a Sacrifice 

for Our Sins  

• Isaiah 53:9--Jesus was Buried in a Rich Man's 

Tomb  

• Psalm 16:10 --Jesus Would Not Stay Buried but 

Rose from the Dead 

 

REALITY: Christ’s first coming fulfilled hundreds of 

Old Testament prophecies 

REALITY: There are still Old and now New 

Testament prophecies yet to be fulfilled! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=zec+9:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+22:17-18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=nu+9:12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+22:14-16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:5-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+53:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+16:10


• That is why Peter said “We also have the prophetic 
word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, 

 
HOW does Peter describe the “prophetic word”? 

• “as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 
o God’s Word is “lamp unto our feet and a light 

unto our path!” 
▪ God’s Word shines LIGHT on the human 

condition 
▪ God’s Word shines LIGHT on the world and 

world events! 
 
HOW are these prophecies coming true?  
How can we trust prophecies YET to occur to be true? 
 

How do we know we aren’t the victims of 
misinformation? 

Scripture Has a Supernatural Author  
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 “Above all, you know this: No prophecy 
of Scripture comes from the prophet’s own 
interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by the 
will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 



 
The Bible you have is a collection of  

• 66 books  

• 40 different authors of various backgrounds 
o Isaiah was a prophet 
o Ezra was a priest  
o Matthew was a tax-collector 
o John was a fisherman 
o Paul was a tentmaker 
o Moses was a shepherd 
o Luke was a physician. 

• 2 Different “races” 
o Jews 
o Gentile author: Luke 

• Over a period of 1,500 years 

• 3 different continents  
o Asia (modern-day Israel) 
o Africa (Egypt) 
o Europe. 

 
Yet, the Bible is unified on one message: Humanity is 
rebellious and needs a Savior 
 
How can a book so diverse in authorship, written over 
such a long period of time, on three different continents 
have a consistent, unified message throughout?  



• Peter’s answer: “because no prophecy ever came by 
the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
o The Holy Spirit is the COMMON AUTHOR of 

Scripture! 
 
Skeptics constantly claim the Bible is full of 
contradictions, but all the “alleged” contradictions can 
be answered when you look at the context and facts.  
 
In an article called “The Unity of the Bible” author Kyle 
Butt wrote: “When all the facts are considered, each 
alleged biblical contradiction has been shown to be 
something other than a legitimate contradiction. That is 
a powerful statement, considering the fact that no book 
in the world has been examined more closely or 
scrutinized more carefully. After the Bible has been put 
under the high-powered microscope of hostile criticism, 
and dissected by the razor-sharp scalpel of supposed 
contradictions, it rises from the surgery with no scratches 
or scars, none the worse for wear. 
 
No series of books in human history has maintained the 
supernatural internal consistency that is present within 
the pages of the Bible. From the first book of Genesis to 
the last book of Revelation, approximately 40 men 



penned individual treatises that combine to form the 
best-selling, most widely distributed, perfectly unified, 
flawlessly written book ever produced. Mere human 
genius could never have accomplished such an 
extraordinary feat. As the psalmist aptly spoke of God’s 
Word 3,000 years ago: “The entirety of Your word is 
truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments 
endures forever” (Psalm 119:160). 

 
YOU 

 
WHEN you are facing hostility and persecution, natural 
questions are:  

• Is this belief worth losing my job over? 

• Is this believe worth losing my family over?  

• Is this worth dying for? 
 

WE need to have these questions answered! 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED what we BELIEVE is TRUE, 
we will abandon our faith! 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED what we BELIEVE is TRUE, 
we will give into PEER PRESSURE 

• If we are NOT CONVINCED that SCRIPTURE is 
TRUSTWORTHY, we will feel free to IGNORE or 
MODIFY parts of Scripture that CONFLICTS with 
culture! 



 
PQ: Do you trust the Scriptures? 

• Do you trust the eye witness accounts in Scripture? 

• Are you convinced by the unity of Scripture? 

• Are you convinced by the fulfilled prophecies? 

• Are you convinced by the prophecies now coming 
true in our lifetimes?  

• Are you convinced by the changed lives? 
 
How you handle PEER PRESSURE to reject or modify the 
teachings of Scripture when they conflict with culture 
will demonstrate whether or not you are convinced! 
 
How you handle the moments when your faith is 
struggling will demonstrate whether or not you are 
convinced! 
 
How you face death will demonstrate whether or not 
you are convinced! 
 
How you deal with hostility will demonstrate whether or 
not you are convinced! 
 
PQ: Do you trust the Scriptures? 

• Do you trust the eye witness accounts in Scripture? 

• Are you convinced by the unity of Scripture? 



• Are you convinced by the fulfilled prophecies? 

• Are you convinced by the prophecies now coming 
true in our lifetimes?  

• Are you convinced by the changed lives? 
 

 


