
2 Peter 3 
How to Avoid Spiritual Dementia 

 
ETS: Peter wanted his reader to remember God’s work in 
the past as they headed into the end times. 
ESS: We need to remember God’s work in the past as we 
face the end times.  
OSS: If you remember God’s Work in the past, you won’t 
be afraid of the future 
PQ: Will You Stay Committed to Remember?  
UW: Remember  
 

ME 
 

I want everyone to go to your “Happy Place” 
 
Do you ever travel “down memory lane?” 

• Sometimes I lay in bed and do a mental walk through 
of my grandma’s house in Alexandria  
o Or the houses I lived in growing up in Alexandria, 

the house in Anderson, the first house in 
Chattanooga and now the last house in 
Chattanooga. 

• Maybe you travel down “memory lane” thinking 
about your children growing up or your first date 
with your spouse 



• Maybe you travel down “memory lane” thinking 
about your childhood or another time in your life—
when life felt free and carefree.  

 
WE 

 
Why do we “Travel down memory lane”? 

• Don’t want to forget 
o Don’t want to forget that person, the feelings, 

the places, the experiences 

• Certain sense of comfort 
o Recall the good feelings we had: Happy times 

 
Obviously, there are some things we want to FORGET—so 
avoid remembering those things 

• We avoid painful memories of people or events 
o They make us tense, unhappy, regretful, etc.  

 
We don’t want to think about the negative past; instead, 
we want to remember the positive 

• We want to keep the good memories alive because 
of how they make us feel 

 
GOD 

 



If you knew your life was about to end and you had 
concern for others, what is one thing you would do?  
o You would want to give them things to remember 
o You would want to impart wisdom to them that they 

need to remember 
 
Peter’s audience is living in a hostile environment.  

• Believers are losing their jobs because they are not 
conforming to Rome’s dictates that they should 
worship the emperor 

• Believers are losing their family relationships for 
following Jesus instead of the foreign gods everyone 
else is following.  

 
Peter is writing to hurting, struggling believers in an 
increasingly hostile world.  

• Peter is writing knowing that his time is short.  

• Just as they need to REMEMBER, Peter too needs to 
REMEMBER as he is facing his impending death.  

 
Turn to 2 Peter 3 
 
As Peter is concluding his last letter, he wrote: 2 Peter 
3:1-2 Dear friends, this is now the second letter I have 
written to you; in both letters, I want to stir up your 
sincere understanding by way of reminder, 2 so that you 



recall the words previously spoken by the holy prophets 
and the command of our Lord and Savior given through 
your apostles. 
 
Peter had one goal in both his letters: “to stir up [the 
believer’s] sincere understanding” 

• “Sincere understanding” of WHAT? 
 
WHAT did the believers need to “UNDERSTAND” as they 
faced hostility? 
 
WHAT do WE need to “understand” as WE face hostility? 
 
Peter says that REMEMBERING some important truths will 
“Stir up our sincere understanding” 

• Notice Peter says he wants to “Stir up” these things 
to help us remember! 

 
If you cook, you know that things settle in the pot. So, you 
have to constantly stir the pot to keep the food from 
settling on the bottom where it can get burned and 
become useless.  

• Stirring the pot keeps the food fresh and creates a 
good dish.  

 



One of the reasons we gather on Sunday morning is to 
“stir the pot” 

• We remind ourselves of Who we serve through the 
songs we sing 

• We remind ourselves of things we have forgotten 
through listening to the Word or in Sunday School as 
we interact with God’s Word 

• We remind ourselves of our need for each other—
the sharpen and encourage each other.  

 
We gather partly to REMEMBER—to be REMINDED 

• By being “reminded” we “Stir up our sincere 
understanding” 

 
What are we supposed to remember? 

Remember the Fulfillment of Prophecies  
 
2 Peter 3:1-2 Dear friends, this is now the second letter I 
have written to you; in both letters, I want to stir up your 
sincere understanding by way of reminder, 2 so that you 
recall the words previously spoken by the holy prophets… 
 
In both letters, Peter referred back to the “prophets” 

• 1 Peter 1:10 Peter wrote that the “prophets “spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you” (e.g., our 
salvation) 



• 2 Peter 1:21 Peter told us that Scripture came 
through the “prophets, though human, spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

 
The prophets spoke of the coming Messiah 

• Jesus came as the Messiah fulfilling numerous 
predictions by the prophets.  
o Fulfilled predictions of  

▪ Where He would be born 
▪ Where He would live 
▪ Born of a virgin 
▪ How He would do ministry 
▪ How He would die 
▪ That He would rise again 

 
It is important that WE remember that God has fulfilled 
His promises in Scripture regarding the Messiah’s first 
coming! 

• WHY?  Because it is a REMINDER that God will fulfill 
His promises regarding the SECOND COMING of the 
Messiah!  

• Restarting our Prophecy Bible Study on Wednesday, 
Oct. 6 
o WHY? It is important that we study the words of 

the prophets regarding the SECOND COMING of 
Christ too! 



 
What are we supposed to remember? 

Remember the Command of Christ to be Ready  
 
2 Peter 3:1-2 Dear friends, this is now the second letter I 
have written to you; in both letters, I want to stir up your 
sincere understanding by way of reminder, 2 so that you 
recall the words previously spoken by the holy prophets 
and the command of our Lord and Savior given through 
your apostles. 
 
Interestingly, Peter doesn’t say “CommandS of our Lord 
and Savior” but “The command of our Lord and Savior.” 

• Since Peter is writing to BELEIVERS, and given the 
context of his letter, I think the “command” he is 
referring to is Christ’s command to be ready for His 
return.  

 
Through parables and direct teaching Christ told His 
followers to be ready for His return! 

• We are to be watching for His return 

• We are to be working while we watch for His return 

• We are live in expectation of His return.  
o This same “command” to be watching, working 

and ready for Christ’s return was constantly 



being “Given through the Apostles” such as Peter 
and Paul. 

 
By reminding us to REMEMBER the “COMMAND of Christ 
given through the apostles”, Peter is also setting the 
Apostles off from the False Teachers! 

• Again, the books of the NT, were either written by 
the Apostles or written by those who had Apostolic 
backing (Luke, Mark, Jude, James, etc.)  

• The most prolific author of the New Testament 
Scriptures was the Apostle Paul.  
o Paul’s writings make up 13 (or 14 if you count 

Hebrews) of the 27 books of the New 
Testament! 

o Peter calls Paul’s writings “Scripture”: 2 Peter 
3:15-16 “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience 
means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul 
also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. He speaks about these things in all his 
letters. There are some things hard to 
understand in them. The untaught and unstable 
will twist them to their own destruction, as they 
also do with the rest of the Scriptures.” 
▪ Paul also wrote about the Command of 

Christ to be ready!  



▪ Paul wrote extensively about the 2nd coming 
of Christ 

 
We need to remember:  

• The Fulfillment of Prophecies  

• The Command of Christ to be Ready 
 

What are we supposed to remember? 
Remember the Predictions of Hostility   

 
2 Peter 3:3 “Above all, (Peter puts what he is about to say 
as a priority of what we need to remember) be aware of 
this: Scoffers will come in the last days scoffing and 
following their own evil desires, 

o Remember to EXPECT “Scoffers” 
 
What is meant by “Scoffers”? 
o We are NOT talking about jokers or jesting.  

o Scoffing is showing contempt for God and Jesus 
Christ.  

 
WHY can we expect “Scoffers” in the “last days”? 

• Notice the connection between “Scoffers” and “False 
Teachers” 



o 2 Peter 2:18 “For they [False teachers] mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the 
lustful desires of the flesh…” 

 
Remember, false teachers:  
o Deny some aspect of the Deity of Christ 
o Dispute some of the teachings of Christ 
o Reject Biblical authority 
o Reject Biblical morality 

 
As False Teachers and false teaching becomes more and 
more accepted inside the church and outside the church, 
you are going to have a rise in people mocking the idea 
that Jesus is coming back.  
o Scoffer way of thinking: “Who wants to have Jesus 

come back and end the party of following after our 
own “lustful desires”?  
o After all, the church is finally “evolving” and 

becoming enlightened and accepting and 
affirming what it used to call immoral behavior! 

 
Scoffers will mock because they don’t want their way of 
life interrupted!  
o To believe that Jesus said what He said and meant 

what He said is NOT something a scoffer wants to 
hear! 



o Scoffers can inside the church and outside the 
church. 

 
WHY can we expect “Scoffers” in the “last days”? 

• Because it will look like Christ is NOT going to fulfill 
His promises to return! 
o 2 Peter 3:4 saying, “Where is his ‘coming’ that he 

promised? Ever since our ancestors fell asleep, 
all things continue as they have been since the 
beginning of creation.”  

 
When Peter wrote this Jesus had only been gone 30 or so 
years. NOW, it has been 2,000 years! 
o The scoffers have more ammunition of time than 

ever before! 
 
WHEN is Jesus coming back?  
o Throughout the Book of Revelation Jesus keeps 

telling us that He is coming soon! 
o Rev. 3:11 “I am coming soon. 
o Rev. 22:7 “Look, I am coming soon!  
o Rev. 22:12 “Look, I am coming soon!” 
o Rev. 22:20 “Yes, I am coming soon.”  

 
Yet, it has been 2,000 years since Jesus said “Look, I am 
coming soon!”  



o Did Jesus lie to us? 
o Was Jesus messing with us? 

 
Again, we need to REMEMBER the FULFILLMENT Of 
PROPHECIES regarding the FIRST COMING of Christ.  
o REMEMBER, the “words previously spoken by the 

holy prophets” predicted the coming of the Messiah 
o The oldest prophecy was given by God in the 

Garden of Eden some 3,000 years earlier.  
▪ The youngest prophecy about the coming of 

the Messiah was 400 years old by the time 
Jesus arrived.  

o Although it took thousands of years, the words 
previously spoken by the holy prophets” did find 
fulfillment, or partial fulfillment, in the first coming of 
Jesus Christ.  

 
With that in mind, we need to REMEMBER that God does 
NOT operate on our timetable! 

• 2 Peter 3:8 “Dear friends, don’t overlook this one 
fact:  With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years like one day.” 

 
When we talk about the End Times, we must always 
examine them from God’s perspective! 



o For example, in Daniel 2 Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of 
a statue. This was a vision of the empires of the world 
from the human perspective 
o Later, in Daniel 7 & 8 God gave Daniel a vision of 

these coming empires from God’s perspective.  
 
When we talk about time, we have God’s perspective and 
human perspective! 
o For us a thousand years is long time, but from God’s 

view it is like a day.  
 
Did the PROPHETS tell us that God views time differently? 
YES! 
o Psalm 90:1-17 was written by Moses. You may not 

think of Moses this way, but Moses is recognized in 
Scripture as a “prophet” 

 
Peter is echoing what Moses wrote about time: Psalm 90: 
1-6 “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout 
all generations. 2 Before the mountains were born or you 
brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God. 3 You turn people back to dust, 
saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 4 A thousand years 
in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a 
watch in the night. 5 Yet you sweep people away in the 
sleep of death—they are like the new grass of the 



morning: 6 In the morning it springs up new, but by 
evening it is dry and withered. 
 
2,000 years ago Jesus said “Look, I am coming soon!” but 
REMEMBER “Soon” is a relative term! 
o Your grandchild may ask you in July, “When is 

Christmas coming” and you may say “It is coming 
soon”  
o As we get older time seems to go faster and the 

stretch from July to December seems to be fast, 
but to a four year old it seems like an eternity.  
▪ Did you lie to the four year old? NO! 

• Soon is a term relative to your 
perspective.  

 
From God’s eternal perspective, “soon” can be a few 
thousand years, but from our perspective “soon” should 
be in our lifetime.  
 
WHY did Jesus say “soon” knowing we’d anticipate it from 
our perspective?  
o Because Jesus wants us to be living in expectation of 

His return.  
 
That expectation should fuel us to be: 
o Preaching and teaching the Gospel 



o Living in purity as we await His coming 
o Being hopeful in the midst of a darkening world 
o Being strong and not living in fear 

 
We need to remember:  

• The Fulfillment of Prophecies  

• The Command of Christ to be Ready 

• The Predictions of Hostility   
 

What are we supposed to remember? 
Remember God Desires Salvation for Humanity   

 
2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some 
understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting 
any to perish but all to come to repentance.” 
 
God’s desire is that “all come to repentance.”  
▪ God wants all people to come to Him in faith 

o God is NOT trying to keep anyone out of heaven 
or from enjoying Him forever. 

o God did not determine before the foundation of 
the world who would be saved and who would 
not be saved.  
▪ God determined before the foundation of 

the world” that all who will “REPENT” will be 
saved! 



▪ God’s desire is that “All come to repentance” 
o To come to God involves “repentance”—turning 

from sin and self to Christ.  
 
God is delaying His return for one reason: That many will 
be saved. 

• God knows WHO will choose Him and who will Reject 
Him—Not because He determined who would refuse 
or reject Him, but because God is omniscient and He 
knows the decisions we will freely make.  
o When the last person chooses to repent, then 

Christ will return! 
 
(REMEMBER, we are NOT talking about the rapture of the 
church here, but rather the return of Jesus Christ as the 
end of the Tribulation. There will be a great revival on the 
earth during the Tribulation period!) 
 
Scoffers look at time ONLY from a human perspective! 
o Why? Because scoffers are focused only on 

themselves 
o They are focused only on fulfilling their “lustful 

desires” 
 
We need to remember:  

• The Fulfillment of Prophecies  



• The Command of Christ to be Ready 

• The Predictions of Hostility   

• God Desires Salvation for Humanity   
 

What are we supposed to remember? 
Remember God’s Judgement is Coming   

 
Notice what Peter says about scoffers: 2 Peter 3:5-6 
“They deliberately overlook this: (PAST) By the word of 
God the heavens came into being long ago and the earth 
was brought about from water and through water. (PAST) 
6 Through these the world of that time perished when it 
was flooded.” 
 
Notice the two things which scoffers “deliberately 
overlook”:  
▪ The past judgement of God: The Universal Flood 

 
IF you google “Noah’s flood unlikely” you will find tons of 
articles from “scholars” denying the flood ever happened.  
 
Did God Judge the World through a flood?  

• Jesus believed God judged the world through a flood: 
Matthew 24:36-39 “Now concerning that day and 
hour no one knows—neither the angels of heaven 
nor the Son —except the Father alone. 37 As the 



days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man 
will be. 38 For in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah boarded the ark. 39 
They didn’t know until the flood came and swept 
them all away. This is the way the coming of the Son 
of Man will be.” 
o I’m going to go with Jesus! (Btw, there is tons of 

scientific evidence that there was a world-wide 
flood! Notice that Peter stated they “deliberately 
overlook” the evidence.) 
▪ Believe it or not, the “Experts” will often 

“deliberately overlook” things that don’t fit 
in their world-view or presuppositions.  

 
We need to REMEMBER the past because the “Past 
Repeats itself” 
 
2 Peter 3:7, 10 “By the same word, the present heavens 
and earth are stored up for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 10 But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens 
will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn 
and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will 
be disclosed.” 



• The people mocked Noah because they could not 
conceive of water falling from the sky!  
o Even if water could fall from the sky, they could 

not conceive of enough water to flood the earth.  
 
When Peter wrote these words, the original readers could 
not conceive of fire destroying the earth.  

• Could not conceive of a fire so hot that the elements 
will “dissolve”  

 
Today we know that we can destroy the world many 
times over with nuclear warfare! 

• We’ve seen the “elements dissolved” as the result of 
an atomic bomb 
o The bombs we have today hydrogen bombs that 

are potentially 1,000 times stronger than the 
atomic bombs used in WWII.  

 
Is Peter saying God going to use nuclear weapons?  

• Nuclear weapons are child’s play to an all-powerful 
God. However, they show us that such destruction-
even by humanity—is now possible and not a fantasy 
of Peter’s! 

 
Bottom Line: World-wide judgement came in the past and 
world-wide judgement is coming in the future! 



 
We need to remember:  

• The Fulfillment of Prophecies  

• The Command of Christ to be Ready 

• The Predictions of Hostility   

• God Desires Salvation for Humanity   

• Judgement is coming 
 

What are we supposed to remember? 
Remember To Be Ready   

 
2 Peter 3:11-14; 17-18 Since all these things are to be 
dissolved in this way, it is clear what sort of people you 
should be in holy conduct and godliness 12 as you wait for 
the day of God and hasten its coming. Because of that 
day, the heavens will be dissolved with fire and the 
elements will melt with heat. 13 But based on his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, dear friends, 
while you wait for these things, make every effort to be 
found without spot or blemish in his sight, at peace.  
 
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in 
advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away 
by the error of lawless people and fall from your own 
stable position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge 



of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and to the day of eternity. 
 
What do we need to do to be ready? 

• Be “holy” = separate from the world (v. 11) 

• Be godly = walk with the Lord (v. 11) 

• Be “hastening” the return of Christ = sharing the 
Gospel (v.12) 

• “make every effort to be found without spot or 
blemish in his sight” (v. 14) 
o This goes back to 2 Peter 1! We need to “make 

every effort to supplement our faith with 
goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 
knowledge with self-control, self-control with 
endurance, endurance with godliness, 7 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love.”  

• Be “at peace”  =  We don’t need to live in fear! (v. 18) 

• Be “grow[ing] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ” (v. 18) 
o Grow in the Knowledge of God through studying 

and practical application of what you learn 
o Grow in experiencing God’s grace 

 
This is how we are to be “READY”! 
 



We need to remember:  

• The Fulfillment of Prophecies  

• The Command of Christ to be Ready 

• The Predictions of Hostility   

• God Desires Salvation for Humanity   

• Judgement is coming 

• To be Ready 
 

 
WE 

 
You have heard the phrase “History REPEATS itself”—well 
it is true! 
 
Winston Churchill wrote, “Those that fail to learn from 
history are doomed to repeat it.” 
 
WHAT happens if WE FAIL to REMEMBER these things?  
 
HOW can YOU tell if you are FAILIING to REMEMBER? 

• You live in doubt 
o You doubt whether Christ will come back—You 

may live doubting that it could happen in your 
lifetime 

o You don’t believe God’s judgement could happen 
in your lifetime.  



• You aren’t ready 
o You know that if Christ came back today, you 

would have things in your possession that would 
bring great shame to you.  

• You live in fear 
o You are surprised at the growing level of hostility 

against God and believers 
o You have a difficult time believing that “Could 

happen in America” 
o You are becoming fearful of what you see 

happening in our world 

• You don’t share God’s desire 
o You don’t join God in His desire that “All should 

come to repentance” 
▪ Your heart is NOT broken over people 

trapped in sin 
▪ You don’t share the Gospel in daily 

conversations 
 
We must REMEMBER these things! 

• We need to be reminded of these things.  
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider one another in 
order to provoke love and good works, 25 not neglecting 
to gather together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the 
day approaching.” 



• Now, more than ever, We need to meet together to 
“remind” ourselves of these things as “we see the 
day approaching” 
o I believe we “see the day approaching” faster 

than any other generation; therefore, we need 
to be reminded of these things to combat FEAR, 
DOUBT, APATHY and LOSS Of WITNESS.  

 
PQ: Will You Commit to Remember?  
 


